BLOOMINGTON ARTS COMMISSION
September 21, 2011 meeting; Hooker Conference Room
PRESENT: Alain Barker, Martina Celerin, Sandy Clothier, Jan Grant, Peter Jacobi, Scott Jones, Jean Kautt, Lynn Schwartzberg, Craig Widen; Patricia Pizzo (left early); Paul Sturm (arrived late).
Ex-Officio: Miah Michaelsen.

Pre-meeting grant question-and-answer period was conducted 4:30pm-5:??pm.

Scott Jones called meeting to order at 5:??pm

Approval of Minutes from August 17, 2011: 
Motion to accept minutes = XXX; second = XXX; passed unanimously

Treasurer’s Report by Craig Widen {???}
OLD BUSINESS

Grant Guidelines

Inge Van der Cruysse, Assistant City Attorney with the City of Bloomington Legal Department, spoke to the commission about BAC grant guidelines.  Her summary of her remarks appears below:
(1) If the BAC has a grant program, can funding be granted to religious organizations or sectarian groups? 

  Per the Establishment Clause ("Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…"), government funding should not go to programs that solely focus on the establishment, aid to, prohibition of, or furtherance of one religion or all religions (separation of church-state). 

  However, religious organizations (and other sectarian groups) may compete for funding under grant programs that have a goal which is not related to religion, and government is not free to exclude religious groups from benefiting from public funding. 

  In BAC terms, when grant programs are issued and guidelines for the grant proposals are written, the guidelines and standards must on their face be subject neutral and view point neutral.  In addition, the BAC must in its application of the guidelines and standards throughout its selection of grant recipients be view point neutral and subject neutral, because courts subject the standards/guidelines and the application of them to the strict scrutiny (the highest level of scrutiny) when they analyze a claim of a violation of a First Amendment right. 

(2) How about excluding other sectarian groups from access to public funding, groups whose viewpoint does not correspond with the viewpoint of the BAC?

  Both the U.S. Supreme Court and the Federal Court of Appeals of the 7th Circuit (which decides cases for IN/IL and WI) have decided that a government is prohibited from denying access of political advocacy groups to government facilities open to the public for rent.  Whether the question is about access to public funding or access to spaces owned by the government and open to the public, there is no real distinction in the law for our purposes. 

Conclusions

  Be viewpoint-neutral, content-neutral in the BAC grant program guidelines and standards, as well as in the application of those when the BAC judge proposals; required under the strict scrutiny analysis that courts apply when they analyze First Amendment cases.

  Open Door laws require that BAC members discuss any selection of grant applicants in a public meeting, and that any of BAC members’ writings (e-mail, memos, notes) be public records available to the public for inspection. 

  BAC is entitled to deny grants for any proposal that violates federal/state/local laws e.g. any proposal that violates the Municipal Code’s non-discrimination provision 2.21.020.

Public Art Master Plan: Topics for discussion
1. RATIONALE: Why are we doing this?
· VALUES & STANDARDS

· Values & Standards would be presented through a set of Guiding Principles and Values

· What do we value?

· What are Bloomington’s art characteristics?

· We’re looking for a city filled with art

2. GOALS: What do we want this plan to accomplish?
· Provide opportunities for local artists
· Further develop the artistic vibrancy of the city

· Enhance the uniqueness of the city

· Benefit the city

· Establish working relationships with other city agencies and entities 
Sub-Note: Look to city’s Environmental Commission as model and benchmark of BAC future role in arts policy discussion
· Public input and feedback 
Sub-Note: Look for best practices we can adopt or customize to our needs
3. SCOPE: How far-reaching do we want to be?
· Bloomington is our scope

· Produce a plan for arts development; not so much a temporal plan as a values + standards plan

· Public forum can provide ideas for development, but plan should be BAC-driven

· Create a blueprint for public art that can be useful to BAC programs and to other area businesses and organizations wanting to commission art

· Help our citizenry understand how to do/what to do regarding public art

· We can use Master Plan as a way to model something that will work – something that will help BAC achieve its mission and strategic plan

· We need a public art philosophy combined with/as well as a public art process/practice for implementation of public art projects

Public Art Master Plan work committee: Scott Jones, Alain Barker, Martina Celerin, others…{I didn’t get good notes on this: ps}
First committee meeting = Thursday, October 27, morning, at Village Deli

Announcements

In plain sight

Lynn reminded commissioners to tour and view the multi-site “In Plain Site” public artwork currently being presented by Ivy Tech Bloomington, and funded in part by a BAC grant.

IAC REGIONAL arts PARTNER

Miah: IAC announced that Ivy Tech Bloomington is the new Regional Arts Partner for IAC Region 8 (Brown, Greene, Lawrence, Monroe, Morgan, & Owen Counties).
Scott Jones adjourned the meeting.
Next meeting = October 19 beginning at 5pm in McCloskey Conference Room
Meeting Schedule for 2011:

November 16 beginning at 5pm in Hooker Conference Room

December 21 beginning at 5pm in McCloskey Conference Room

_____
Respectfully submitted by Paul Sturm (and Scott Jones?) 
