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“Urban trees provide benefits that are fundamental to our city's livability.  Qualities such as clean air and water, cooler streets and homes, beauty, and wildlife habitat are essential elements to the health and comfort of our city.  Bloomington is fortunate to have such an extensive urban forest.”  Lee Huss, Urban Forester, City of Bloomington

The City of Bloomington’s Housing and Neighborhood Development Department (HAND) and Parks Department are partnering to offer trees to our neighborhoods in an effort to increase the number and quality of street trees. HAND is expanding our 2012 Neighborhood Improvement Grant program this year to provide a means for neighborhoods to replenish trees in the public right-of-way.  
The trees will be planted in the City-owned right-of-way not on private property. Areas to be considered include unimproved areas that do not conflict with other public utilities or improvements along public streets, roads or alleys.
How does the NEIGHBORHOOD TREE PROGRAM work?
You must apply for the trees – here is the process!
1. First of all, go the following website for “The City of Bloomington Tree Care Manual” http://issuu.com/bloomingtonparks/docs/treecaremanual this manual is a great source of information about the whole process of selecting the proper tree and other supporting information.

2. Download a map of your neighborhood online at: http://bloomington.in.gov/documents/viewDocument.php?document_id=1833 
Please mark on the map where you want the trees.  
Submit “A Letter of Intent” for the trees you want in your neighborhood. Include the following information.

· Map denoting where you want the trees with the street address

· The tree species you are requesting (make sure to use the tree manual for your selection)

· The number of trees

· Name of your Neighborhood Association
· Contact person with phone number and email address.

Submit your ‘Letter of Intent” by Monday, March 5, 2012 to:

HAND

Suite 130, City Hall at Showers Building

P.O. Box 100

or email to

provinev@bloomington.in.gov
3. A technical assistance meeting will be arranged for the Urban Forester, HAND representative and the neighborhood contact person to look at the feasibility of the tree species and where they will be planted.

4. Since the tree program is a part of the Neighborhood Improvement Grant Program, you will need to fill out the certain sections of the 2012 2nd Funding Round Neighborhood Improvement Grant application along with the information on this form.   The application is due on Friday, March 30, 2012.
Here are the sections that you need to complete on the 2012 2nd Funding Round Neighborhood Improvement Grant:

· Page 1

· Questions # 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.

Note:

The Urban Forester will be purchasing the trees. HAND will help with your budget once the tree species and number of trees have been selected.  Neighborhood match will come from neighborhood volunteers to help with the planting of the trees along with the need for ongoing watering. Trees that are awarded will be installed by our City’s Urban Forrest team along with neighborhood volunteers in the appropriate season.  
The neighborhood contact person will be required to make a presentation regarding the project they are applying for at the: 
Neighborhood Presentations

Monday, April 9, 2012

6:00 p.m. in the McCloskey Room, #135 of City Hall in the Showers Building
For more information contact Vickie Provine at provinev@bloomington.in.gov or 349-3505.

Specific funding for trees through the





NIEGHBORHOOD          IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROGRAM 








