BLOOMINGTON HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

HATE INCIDENTS REPORT

July 2007 – June 2008

In August 1990, the Bloomington Common Council unanimously approved an amendment to the Bloomington Human Rights Ordinance which gave the BHRC the explicit authority to collect data and issue reports on hate incidents in our community. We accept reports from police departments, individuals, groups and the media. We also accept anonymous reports. Our goal is not to investigate these incidents, as we do not have the training, authority or resources to conduct these types of investigations. Rather, our goals are to serve as a referral resource and sounding board for victims, to work with community groups to coordinate responses to hate incidents when appropriate and to make our community more aware of the local nature of hate incidents through issuing these annual reports. [Note: In the past we have avoided using the specific offensive language when issuing our hate incidents reports. We now use the actual terms when known, to avoid confusion and to convey better the true ugliness of these incidents.]

In July, 2007, we received a report that when the Herald Times published a story about an upcoming Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender conference, someone made the following comment on-line:  “Us (sic) redneck’s mommys (sic) are mommys (sic) and daddys (sic) are daddys (sic) yall (sic). I got some rope, lets (sic) have us a swingin (sic).” It was not clear if the writer intended to be sarcastic or serious. The person who reported the comment said, “either way, reference to lynching crosses some lines.”

In July, 2007, we received a report from an individual who reported verbal harassment. He said that he had been in a fender-bender, and the other driver used “slanderous language and ethnically discriminating language” during their discussion.  (The man has a Middle Eastern-sounding name.) He did not give examples of the offensive language. He said the police officer who took the accident report heard the offensive language and did nothing about it, telling the man that “this is a free country.” He also complained to BPD supervisors, who said they would review the situation with the officer.

In August, 2007, we received a report from BPD that someone had punctured all four tires of a man’s vehicle and drawn a swastika on it as well. The man told BPD that he had been on television, speaking out against the distribution of KKK flyers in his neighborhood, and he thought there might be a connection between his comments and the vandalism. BPD investigated.

In August, 2007, we received a report from BPD about racist language used at a hotel pool. The man who reported the incident, an African American, said he told a white man who had been a guest at the hotel to stop jumping off an outbuilding into the pool and to leave the premises, as he had checked out. The white man called the African American man “nigger” and then he and a friend tried to punch the African American man. The African American man was able to defend himself. The police arrested the white man, who thought it was unfair that he was being arrested after he was beaten up.

In September, 2007, we received a report from BPD about verbal harassment. A man reported that he and a friend were walking near campus. They passed a group of college-aged men playing a game of beer pong in their front yard. They stopped and watched, and one of the pedestrians explained the game to the other.  The men in the yard made comments about the two pedestrians, saying things like, “There’s more fucking fags.” The men in the yard were talking amongst themselves and not talking to the pedestrians. The pedestrians walked away at that point, not wanting to engage in conversation with the men playing the game. BPD explained that it is not illegal for people to make rude comments, and in this case, the men in the yard had made no threat to the pedestrians. 

In September, 2007, we received a report from BPD about problems with an arrest. BPD arrested a man for violating a protective order his ex-girlfriend had been granted against him; he repeatedly harassed her and let himself into her apartment, despite the protective order. While he was being taken to jail, he said, “Death to all white police officers.” He said he hated every Bloomington police officer except for the black ones, and when he got out of jail, all of the white officers were going to “get it.” 

In September, 2007, we received a report from an individual. She said she was riding her scooter and stopped at an intersection. She then started to proceed down the road.  A woman driving at the intersection rolled through the stop and then screamed at the scooter driver, “Fucking bitch, did you know this was a four-way stop?” She kept yelling at the scooter driver, calling her a “dyke” and a “lesbian.” The scooter driver is a lesbian but didn’t know how the driver knew that. She told the woman, “Lady, you are crazy,” and tried to get away, but the car driver made it difficult for her to leave because of the position of her car. The car driver called the scooter driver a “fucking dyke” and a “lesbian pussy eating bitch.” The car driver said she knew who the scooter driver was; the scooter driver did not recognize her. The scooter driver got part of the car’s license number and reported the incident to BPD. She said she was very afraid the driver would harass her again, but fortunately, three months later, had no additional incidents to report.
In October, 2007, we received a report from an individual who said she had found a noose on a tree in her backyard. She said that she is African American and her son’s father is white. She said her son’s father spits on their son and calls them both “niggers.” She also reported this to BPD. She said she had experienced difficulty in getting another protective order against her son’s father; referred her to the Law School’s Protective Order Project.

In October, 2007, we received a report from BPD about a dispute at an apartment complex. One tenant told another tenant not to park in a third tenant’s parking spot. An argument ensued, during which the second tenant called the first one “honky” and the first tenant responded by calling the second tenant “nigger.” The white tenant said the African American tenant grabbed her on her arm, leaving bruises. BPD said the bruises on the African American tenant’s arm did not look recent. A witness said the African American woman called the white tenant “baby,” not “honky.” No one pressed charges. BPD told the two women to stay away from each other.

In October, 2007, we received a report from BPD about vandalism to a car.  Someone had scratched the word “nigger” in large letters on the trunk of a car. The owner of the car is white; he is married to an African American woman and they have a bi-racial son. BPD investigated and provided additional patrols in the area.

In October, 2007, we received a report from BPD about a fight. An African American man said he had been accosted by several white men, who called him “nigger” and jumped him for no reason. He said they had baseball bats. The man was not injured. A witness said that he had heard a fight. The witness said both sides were yelling equally, and several of the participants had golf clubs, not baseball bats. The witness said he heard one of the participants say they had hit a car, and he found a dent in the hood of his car that could have been made by a golf club. BPD investigated but could not find any of the suspects.
In November, 2007, we received a report from an individual, a Muslim woman. She said she was walking and wearing her head covering.  At a parking lot, she said, two or three large SUVs or pickup trucks pulled out of the street into the parking lot, drove around her closely and then pulled back into the street, revving their engines. She said that as she continued walking, three or four more vehicles pulled out as close to her as possible. She said this seemed unusual and she was afraid that each of the as many as seven vehicles was going to strike her because of how close they passed her. She said the drivers seemed to aim their vehicles at her, changing direction slightly at the last minute. 

In November, 2007, we received a report from individuals and BPD about vandalism at the Jewish Student Center/Chabad House. Someone had thrown a beer bottle through an upstairs window, and a couple of weeks later, someone removed the letters spelling “Jewish” in the words spelling out “Jewish Student Center.” BPD investigated. A gathering was held on the last night of Hanukkah to show the community’s opposition to vandalism motivated by racial or religious bias.

In December, 2007, we received a report from BPD about an arrestee using biased language towards the arresting officer. A woman called BPD, saying that she wanted a man she had let stay at her apartment to leave, but he was refusing to do so. The man at first claimed he was on the lease and then said he wasn’t, but since he had been there for months and had property there, he did not have to leave. He refused to leave or to give BPD his key to the apartment, so he was arrested. When he was arrested, he called the arresting officer a “bull dyke” and told her it was wrong to be homosexual. He said that the judge would throw the charges out because “of the fact that judges don’t like gay people.” 

In November, 2007, we received a report from BPD that two people, both Asian Pacific in heritage, had been receiving harassing calls. The report said the caller sounded like a white man. He called them “sand niggers” and said, “If you want my number, call 1-800-DEER TAG.” (There was speculation that this meant someone is hunting them.)  One of the recipients of the calls, who had experience working on crisis hotlines, tried to keep him on the phone in the hope that he would identify himself. When he said, “You sand niggers, I need help with my camel,” she asked, “What is the trouble with your camel?” He said, “Well, my camel is stuck in my ass” and made other derogatory comments. All the calls came from a blocked number.  BPD gave them the number of the annoyance call bureau to try to trace the number and also provided extra patrol.

In January, 2008, we received a report from BPD about an incident at a home. An African American woman went to her apartment to get her child’s clothes because she and the child were going to spend the night at her mother’s house. The father of the child, a white man, was there and said she couldn’t have the clothes because he had paid for them. He pushed her and called her a “black whore.” He grabbed her by her fingers and bent them in an upward motion, causing her pain. When she fell to the ground in pain, he was still holding her fingers. He spit in her face and told her she had ruined his life. He also choked her. A warrant was issued for the man’s arrest. 

In January, 2008, we received a report from BPD about an incident in a parking garage.  Two Asian men reported that they had been attacked by two white men. They said there were walking through the parking garage when the two white men approached them and made racial slurs about their race.  One of the white men called the two Asian men “Ping and Pong.” Both Asian men were hit as well. BPD arrested two men, one of whom appeared to be extremely intoxicated.

In February, 2008, we received a report from BPD about vandalism at an apartment parking lot. In the early morning hours, someone had painted eleven cars with white or pink paint. The word “nigger” was painted on a car owned by a white man. Police investigated.

In March, 2008, we received a report from BPD about a battery. A white man said that he had told another man, “You’re not white enough to be here, motherfucker.” The other man hit him in the forehead, causing injury to a swastika symbol the man had been trying to carve on his own forehead. The white man said that he had carved the swastika three days earlier and when he was hit, this opened up the wound. He told BPD that he used an eyeliner pencil to color in his moustache to look like Hitler’s moustache. He made suicidal statements and so was taken to the emergency room.

In March, 2008, we received a report from BPD about a dispute between several people. Apparently some teens had gotten into a physical fight and one of the teens was charged. That teen’s father repeatedly tried to intimidate the other teen’s father into dropping the charges. The father called the teen and his dad “niggers” and yelled, “Come on out here nigger, I’ll beat your ass. You niggers are all chicken shit anyway.” The father was arrested.

In March, 2008, we received a report from two elementary-aged students. They had seen a Nazi symbol on a pole near their school’s playground, and they said this offended and scared them. They told their teacher, who called us. The City’s Public Works Department removed the symbol promptly.

In April, 2008, we received a report from an individual in the form of a voice mail message that someone had left an unspecified symbol on her window. Because none of her neighbors had been similarly vandalized, and because she is a lesbian, she was concerned that she was being targeted. She reported the incident to the police and felt they didn’t take the matter seriously enough, and wanted advice from the BHRC. In turn, we left a message for her, asking for additional information and suggesting she talk to the police about possible security measures.
In April, 2008, we received a report from BPD that an individual’s car had been vandalized. The car was keyed on the trunk and the right side, and the word “spic” was written on the car as well. The individual suspected this might have been done by a neighbor who stared at her and apparently once used a keyless entry to set off the horn in her car. BPD investigated; no neighbors saw the vandalism.

In April, 2008, we received a report from BPD that a customer at a convenience store told the owner of the store that he had heard that the store was going to be a target of a crime. The customer told the owner that he had heard people say, “I was at a party last night and there was a bunch of little niggs saying that you know those towel heads that own [a local store] are going to get shot, burned down, and shop and rob them.” He heard them say “stupid ass Arab niggas blind them pop off the witnesses.” BPD investigated.

In April, 2008, we received a report from the City’s Safe and Civil City Program that a citizen called to report that she found several KKK flyers on her lawn. 

In April, 2008, we received a report from BPD about an African American man who accepted a ride from two white men he didn’t know. After they drove for a short while, one of the white men said to the African American man, “Nigger, get out of the car” and struck the African American man in the face with his fist.  Then the white male opened the car door and pushed the African American passenger out of the car. The African American man didn’t know the white men’s names or the make of the car. BPD investigated.

In April, 2008, we received a report from BPD about a dispute in a restaurant. An African American woman said she was in line at a buffet. An elderly white man came from behind her, ran into her with his arms and walked past. She heard him mumble something not quite clear, but she believed he said “nigger.”  She said to him, ‘Excuse me.” He then said to her, “You were in my way and if you were in my way again, I would do it again.” She said she was going to call the police and he told her, “Maybe you should.” The white man denied any words were exchanged between them, other than the woman saying “Excuse me” when he ran into her.

In June, 2008, we received a report from BPD about a harassing telephone call. An African American woman reported receiving the following message on her answering machine:  “Hey niggers. I’ve decided I hate niggers and jews and you. It doesn’t matter you are a nigger anyway.” The woman reporting the incident had caller id, but the person making this call blocked his number.  The woman reporting the incident said that her son had been the target of racial comments at his school and that his school was investigating the matter.  BPD investigated, seeking to trace the call.

In June, 2008, we received a report from BPD about a woman wielding a knife.  Two African Americans, a man and a woman, said they were walking by an apartment at about 4 p.m. A white woman yelled at them from her second story window, calling them “nigger” and telling them to shut up. The African American woman said she spoke to the white woman for a few minutes. Then the white woman came out the back door with a very large knife and waved it at the African American woman “in an aggressive manner.”  BPD talked to the white woman, who said she had been in bed taking a nap. She said the people outside her window were very loud and woke her up, so she went to the window and told them to “shut the fuck up” and “go back inside.” She tried to explain she was sick and needed her rest, but she said they were trying to provoke her, so she got her knife and tried to scare them away. She said her adult son had seen the incident. Her son said he didn’t hear anything until his mother was outside yelling. He denied there had been any threats made on either side, just “people talking shit.” BPD arrested the woman on a charge of intimidation. During the arrest, her son started talking about some type of race war that was coming and that he did not care if he went back to prison. He yelled and screamed and repeatedly used racial slurs such as “nigger.” The African Americans who had been passing by said that the son told them that if they called the police, he would shoot up their house that night. They said they were familiar with him and took the threats seriously. BPD then attempted to arrest the son for intimidation, but he had left the premises, as another officer had learned he was not on the lease and told him to leave or he would be charged with trespass. A warrant was issued for his arrest.

PAGE  
1

