Black History Month - Bloomington Style 2009

A Celebration! 

Calendar of Events


The City of Bloomington, in collaboration with Indiana University, Ivy Tech Community College and other community organizations, presents Black History Month – Bloomington Style: A Celebration!  Events and activities are being held throughout the community, making February 2009 a month of remembrance, commemoration and celebration of African-American heritage and culture in Bloomington and beyond.

The City of Bloomington’s celebration kicks off with a Black History Fair for family members of all ages on Thursday, January 29th, at Showers City Hall.  The closing celebration, the annual Black History Month Gala, will be held on Saturday, February 28th at the Bloomington/Monroe County Convention Center.  For more information, please contact Beverly Calender-Anderson, City of Bloomington Safe and Civil City Director, at safeandcivil@bloomington.in.gov or 812-349-3560.  Check back soon or visit www.bloomington.in.gov/safe for the latest updates to the Black History Month schedule of events!
Thursday, January 29
Black History Fair

5:30pm – 8:00pm · Showers City Hall · Council Chambers and Atrium

The Black History Fair kicks off the City of Bloomington's Black History Month - Bloomington Style: A Celebration!  There will be activities for all ages, including storytelling and crafts for Elementary School aged children, and information about post-secondary education preparations, scholarships and Black Greek organizations for Middle and High School aged youth.  There will be a presentation on the art of stepping.  An Author Talk Back will feature a discussion by Audrey McCluskey, Robert Jackson and Tajuana Butler on their recent publications; the authors will be available after the talk for a book signing session.

The Black History Fair is free of charge and open to the entire community. Refreshments will be provided. For more information, please contact Beverly Calender-Anderson, Safe and Civil City Director, at safeandcivil@bloomington.in.gov or 812-349-3560.


Saturday, January 31, 2009

An Evening of Social Graces Formal and Workshops 

10:00am – 12:00pm  · Indiana University School of Education  · Contact: clip@indiana.edu


A Social Graces Education Program is being sponsored by the Community Literacy Intervention Program and the Bloomington NAACP Youth Council.  This program is free and open to all youth members of the community, ages 12 years and up.  It consists of two workshops and (January 31st and February 7th) and a final session on February 20th, leading to An Evening of Social Grades Formal on Saturday, February 21st at 6:30 p.m. All workshops and the formal will be held at the Indiana University School of Education.  For specific times, rooms and other details, email clip@indiana.edu.

Monday, February 2, 2009
Seventh Annual African American Read-In

10:00am ·  Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center, Grand Hall · Contact: IU Black History Month Committee 

The Indiana University School of Education hosts its Seventh Annual African American Read-In, and community members are invited to attend and share African-American author's poems and passages in celebration of African-American literacy. Guest author Mr. Kenya Taylor-Wash will be featured for the 2009 program. The African American Read-In is free of charge. It is open to all members of the community.

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

The Great Debaters (Film)

12:00 Noon ·  Ivy Tech Commuity College. Student Commons 

In celebration of Black History Month 2009, Ivy Tech Community College will present The Great Debaters, a 2007 film directed by and starring two-time Academy Award winner Denzel Washington. The is based on the true story of Melvin B. Tolson, a professor at Wiley College in Texas who inspired students to form the school's first debate team in 1935, which went on to challenge Harvard in the national championship. The film was produced by Oprah Winfrey and her production company, Harpo Productions. This event is free of charge and open to all members of the community.


Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Panel Discussion: The State of the Black Community in Bloomington & Beyond

6:00pm  ·   Council Chambers at Showers City Hall  · Contact: Beverly Calender-Anderson, 812-349-3560 or safeandcivl@bloomington.in.gov

The State of the Black Community in Bloomington & Beyond panel members include Gregory K. Scott, Assistant to the President for Diversity & Community Relations, Ivy Tech Community College; Quincy Stewart, Indiana University Department of Sociology; Elder Anne Henning Byfield, Presiding Elder, African Methodist Episcopal Church South District; and Beverly Smith, Monroe County Community School Corporation, Facilitator.  The event is free, and members of the community are encouraged to attend

Wednesday, February 18, 2009

Soup & Substance Series: George Taliaferro

12:00 Noon to 1:00pm  ·   Ivy Tech Community College  ·   Lamkin Hall

In commemoration of Black History Month, Ivy Tech Community College will present Mr. George Taliaferro in its Soup & Substance Series.. Mr. Taliaferro was Indiana's first African-American football player to be drafted by the National Football League. He will discuss his career at Indiana University and his experiences in the NFL. The event is free of charge and open to all members of the community.

Saturday, February 28, 2009
Annual Black History Month Gala 

7:00pm to 12:00 midnight  ·  Bloomington/Monroe County Convention Center  · Contact: Beverly Calender-Anderson, 812-349-3560 or safeandcivl@bloomington.in.gov

The Black History Month Gala features a reception, dinner, and dance, and serves as the City of Bloomington’s closing celebration of Black History Month - Bloomington Style: A Celebration!  Tickets are available at Sunrise Box Office at 114 E. Kirkwood (812-323-3020) or via their website at www.bloomingtonarts.info. Tickets are also available at the City of Bloomington Community and Family Resources Department, Showers City Hall, 401 N. Morton, Suite 260 (812-349-3430).

