THE HAND UPDATE 

An updated listing of information for Bloomington neighborhood residents 

· Neighborhood Leadership Series next session - April 8 featuring Tom Micuda, Director of the City of Bloomington Planning Department. Free Class!
· Blooming Neighborhood Awards - mark your calendars for Saturday, June 5 for this annual celebration of Bloomington Neighborhoods!  Applications for awards due Friday, April 23, 2010.
· Small & Simple Grants - next funding round application due Monday, April 19
When you hear about new construction or land use changes in your neighborhood, do you wonder how you can find out more about the plans or voice your concerns? Do you want to better understand the land use decision-making process so that you can help to improve the quality of life in your neighborhood?    

The City of Bloomington, through the Department of Housing and Neighborhood

Development has developed a new educational program called Neighborhood Leadership Series for emerging and neighborhood leaders. The Neighborhood Leadership Series are free classes offered quarterly to enhance leadership skills, share best practices and have the opportunity to have an in-depth session with a City Department that neighborhoods frequently interact with.  

In 2010 the class will explore the Planning Department to learn first hand the fundamentals of what neighborhood leaders should know about when working with the City on land use issues.  

Classes will be held in the City Council Chambers from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Thursdays.

April 8, 2010

“The ABC’s of Land Use” Tom Micuda, Director of the Planning Department, will provide an overview of the Planning Department’s role in protecting neighborhoods.  During this presentation, Mr. Micuda will address the following topics: the City’s long range vision for its neighborhoods (Growth Policies Plan), the rules and regulations that apply to private properties and new developments (Unified Development Ordinance), zoning code enforcement, neighborhood involvement in the land development process, and neighborhood action plans. Mr. Micuda will also discuss some strategies neighborhoods can use to get issues resolved by different City departments. 
June 10, 2010 
“Round Table Discussion with Proven Neighborhood Leaders in the Area of Land Use”  

Round table with proven leaders on how neighborhoods deal with planning issues.  Explores how to be “smart about it” in addressing land use in your neighborhood.

November 4, 2010
“The Law of the Land: Land Use Policy, the City Council and You”
While the City’s Planning Department implements land use law, the City Council and the Mayor create those laws and the policies behind them. In developing policy, the perspective of neighborhoods is key. From neighborhood streets to backyard chickens; from weed laws to the prohibition of granny flats - these are all land use decisions which have been significantly shaped by feedback from neighborhoods and neighborhood associations. When it comes to land use, your voice matters. In this class, members of the City Council will discuss their role in establishing land use policy and how you can be an important part of that process.

You can download the Neighborhood Leadership Series brochure, register online or call Vickie Provine at 349-3505 to apply or get more information.

BLOOMING NEIGHBORHOOD AWARDS 

Saturday, June 5, 2010
9 a.m. to noon

Farmers’ Market, 401 N Morton
The Blooming Neighborhood Awards/Celebration was created in 2001 by the City of Bloomington to recognize Bloomington neighborhoods for their efforts and reward the accomplishments of organized neighborhood groups. The City provides tables for the neighborhoods to set up displays and promote their neighborhood during the festivities. Last year 19 neighborhood organizations had festive displays promoting the unique character of their neighborhoods. The day provides a wonderful community event starting with our Farmers’ Market and a combination of activities for the Blooming Neighborhood Celebration. 

There are three award categories: 

[image: image1]    Mayor’s Excellence Award 

[image: image2]    City Council Neighborhood Enhancement Award 

[image: image3]    HAND Neighbor of the Year Award 

  Deadline for applications: Friday, April 23, 2010 by noon 

Link to the site or go to Blooming Neighborhoods   for an application and to see pictures from last year’s event! 

Call Vickie at 349-3505 for more information or to mail an application. 

Have your neighborhood represented at the Blooming Neighborhood Celebration – tables will be provided free of charge to neighborhoods. This is a great opportunity to share with the community the wonderful aspects of your neighborhood. A map of your neighborhood will be provided to you.  
Contact Vickie at provinev@bloomington.in.gov or 349-3505 to sign up! 

