
City of Bloomington Commission on the Status of Black Males 
March 12, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Greg Tourner, David Hummons, Bev Smith, Eric Love.  Visitors:  Landon 
Jones and Yusuf Agunbiade.  Staff:  Craig Brenner 
 
Minutes Approval: Motioned by Bev Smith and seconded by Eric Love. No additional 
agenda Items. 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters:  Members discussed bringing Littles and possible mentors 
together with an event.  Greg requested that Bev and Landon speak about what inspired 
them to become Bigs.  Brother’s Keeper Program and Revolution were discussed.  Event 
planning will be added to the next agenda. 
 
Basic Business Skills:  Greg spoke about Indianapolis CSBM bringing in a group of people 
aged 16‐24 to show them how to do resume, apply for jobs online, and basic interview 
skills. 75% were expelled or not reading at an acceptable rate, which then turned into a project to 
get the youth GEDs and learn entry-level soft skills.  David asked if there were any programs 
here in Bloomington where at risk youth can receive these skills?  Eric mentioned Broadview 
Learning Center. Bev cited that we need to build partnerships with career services programs in 

Bloomington (IU, MCCSC, Ivy Tech, etc.).  The “Social Graces” program created by Dr. Power-

Carter brings in a good population of youth every February. Landon recommended we find a 
young person (HS age) to be the keynote speaker about their process finding employment in 
Bloomington.  Career Development Center could be explored. We need to define our target 
audience (teenage-young adult).  Eric recommended that a committee come together to plan a 
series of workshops. Bev voted for simple and effective and in the fall. 
 
Jail Conditions:  Tabled. 
 
Fundraising:  No results yet. 
 
Phone Conversation with James Garrett about Health Screening:  David mentioned 
that the city is having a collaborative health event and that it would make sense to pull the 
African American demographic to the city‐wide screening.  James asked if the barbers have 
been notified, and will the CSBM still run the health fair out of barbershops.  David and 
Craig will confer with Nancy Woolery and get back in touch with James at a later date. 
 
Brochure creation:  Emily has been in communication with the police department for 
information but has not received any. 

 
Craig reported that Judge Diekhoff will be at the April Meeting and Diane Hanks will be at 
the May meeting. 
 
The Outstanding Black Male Leader of Tomorrow award is on the IU DEMA website.  
Motion to end the meeting was provided by Bev and seconded unanimously. 


