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Title 7, ANIMAL~ 

Chapters: 

Chapter 7.01 - Definitions 
Chapter 7.16 - Commercial Animal Establishment 

Permits 
Chapter 7.21 - Kennel Permits 
Chapter 7.22 - Breeders 
Chapter 7.24 - Restraint 
Chapter 7.26 - Potentially Dangerous and Vicious 
Chapter 7.28 - Nuisance 
Chapter 7.32 - Impoundment 
Chapter 7.36 - Animal Care 
Chapter 7.40 - Wild Animals, Exotic Animals & 

Prohibited Reptiles 
Chapter 7.42 Reptiles 
Chapter 7.44 - Rabies 
Chapter 7.48 - Adopted Aninlals 
Chapter 7.52 - General Provisions 
Chapter 7.54 - Miscellaneous Fees 
Chapter 7.56 - Enforcement, Penalties, and 

Appeals. 



Chapter 7.01 DEFINITIONS 

Sections: 

7.01.010 Definition of terms. 

7.01.010 Definition of terms. 

As used in this title, the following terms mean, unless otherwise designated; 

"Abandoned ~" means any animal whose ovmer/guardian has knowingly, 
intentionally or recklessly left it unattended, without proper food, water or shelter, for twenty
four hours or 'more. 

"Altered ~" means any animal which has been spayed or ~eutered. 

"Animal" means any live, nonhuman vertebrate creature, domestic or wild. 

"Animal exhibition, permanent" means any spectacle, display, act or event other than 
circuses, in which animals perform or are displayed , with the exception of education programs 
presented by persons or organizations with proper state and federal education permits, as 
required, and which are perpetual in nature and in a stationary location. 

"Animal exhibition, transient" means any spectacle, display, act or event other than 
circuses, in which animals perform or are displayed, with the exception of education programs 
presented by persons or organizations with proper state and federal education permits, as 
required , and which are traveling shows of a temporary duration. 

"At large~" means a stray animal or any animal whose owner/guardian knowingly , 
intentionally, or recklessly allows the animal to stray beyond premises owned, lawfully occupied 
or controlled by the owner/guardian unless under restraint. This section does not apply to dogs 
engaged in lawful hunting accompanied by the owner/guardian or custodian or to feral cats 
which belong to a managed colon~. 

"Auctions" means any place or facility where domestic livestock are regularly bought, 
sold, or traded, except for those facilities otherwise defined in this chapter. 
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"Chicken" means Gallus gallus domesticus, a domestic bird typically kept on a farm. This 
definition does not include other fowl, such as, but not limited to, peacocks , turkeys or 
waterfowl. 

"Chicken coop" means an enclosed structure for housing chickens that provides shelter 
from the elements. 

"Chicken flock" means one chicken or a group of two or more chickens which: 

(a) 	 Contains no more than five hens and no roosters ; and 

(b) 	 Is issued a pennit by the City of Bloomington Animal Care and Control 
Department; and 

(c) 	 Is not otherwise permitted by Section 20.05.093 - SC-07 (Special conditions
Crops and pasturage, and accessory chicken flocks) of the Bloomington 
Municipal Code as the same may be hereafter amended or replaced ; and 

(d) 	 Reside in an area zoned estate residential (RE) ef, single-dwelling residential 
(RS), Residential Core (RC), or those estate residential or single-dwelling 
residential portions of a planned unit development (PUO) as defined in Chapter 
20.02 of the Bloomington Municipal Code, as the same may be hereafter amended 
or Teplace~. 

"Chicken run" means an enclosed outside yard for keeping chickens. 

"Circus" means a commercial variety show featuring animal acts for public 
entertainment. 

"Colony" means one or more feral cats, whether unmanaged or managed. 

"Colony caretaker" means a person who provides food, water and/or shelter for feral cats 
in a managed colony. Colony caretakers shall not be deemed to own or harbor said cats. 

"Commercial animal establishment" means any major and/or minor petshop, 
nonmunicipal animal shelter/sanctuary, auction, riding school or stable, zoological park, circus 
or animal exhibition. 

"Commercial kennel" means any person engaged in the business of boarding, training for 
a fee and/or grooming animals. 
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"Designee" means an organization or individual recognized by the city of Bloomington 
animal care and control department that uses the trap-neuter-return method for stabilizing and 
reducing the feral cat population. 

"Domestic livestock" means any animal, other than a domestic pet, that is a member of 
one of the following species : 

(1 ) Bison; 

(2) Elk; 

(3) Poultry; 

(4) Cattle; 

(5) Donkey; 

(6) Horse; 

(7) Goat; 

(8) Llama; 

(9) Mule; 

(10) Ostrich ; 

(I 1) Pig; or 

( 12) Sheep. 

"Domestic pet" means any animal that is a member of one of the following species: 

(I) Dog (Canis familiaris); 

(2) Cat (Felis cattus or Felis domesticus); 

(3) Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus); 

(4) Mouse (Mus musculus); 

(5) Rat (Rattus rattus); 

(6) Reptile (Reptilis), as defined herein ; 

(7) Guinea pig (Cavis porcellus); 

(8) Chinchilla (Chinchilla laniger); 

(9) Hamster (Mesocricetus auratus); 

(10) Gerbil (Gerbillus gerbillus); 

(II) Ferret (Mustela putorius furoh 

(12) Sugar glider (Petaurus breviceps); 

(13) African Pgymy Hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus); or 
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(14) Degu (Octodon Degus). 

i"Exotic animal" means an animal belonging to a species that is not native to the United 
States, or an animal that is a hybrid or cross between a domestic animal and an animal that is not 
native to the United States. i 

"Feral cat" means a cat that has lived its life with little or no human contact, is not 
socialized or is ear-tipped or tattooed. 

"Harboring" means the actions of any person that permit any animal habitually to remain 
or lodge or to be fed within his or ~e~h()lTIe,stor(!,. ellcl()sure,)'ard. oT .pl.ac.e of bu.siness .. or .. a!lY 
premises on which such person resides or controls. An animal shall be presumed harbored if it is 
fed or sheltered for three consecutive days . 

"Intact animal permit" means the permit required by any person engaged In owning or 
harboring more than four dogs over the age of twelve months, anyone of which is unaltered, 
and/or more than six cats over the age of twelve months, anyone of which is unaltered. 

"Litter permit" means the permit required by any person who intentionally or 
unintentionally causes or allows the breeding of a litter of dogs or cats in a twelve-month period. 
Exception: if the parent animal(s) are altered within fourteen weeks after giving birth or the 
parent animal(s) and the litter are relinquished to the City of Bloomington Animal Care and 
Control Department within fourteen weeks after birth of the liner, all permit requirements shall 
be waived. 

"Major pet shop" means any retail establishment engaging in the purchase and/or sale of 
cats and/or dogs, either solely or in addition to the purchase and/or sale of other species of 
animal. 

"Managed colony" means a colony of feral cats that is registered with the city of 
Bloomington animal care and control department or its designee and is maintained by a colony 
caretaker using the trap-neuter-return method to stabilize and reduce the feral cat population. 

"Minor pet shop" means any retail establishment engaging in the purchase and sale of any 
species of animal, with the exception of cats and dogs. 
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"Municipal animal shelter" means any facility operated by a municipal agency, or its 
authorized agents for the purpose of impounding or caring for animals held under the authority 
of this title or of state law. 

"Noncommercial kennel" means any person engaged in owning or harboring, with the 
exception of dogs and/or cats fostered for the city of Bloomington animal care and control 
department or feral cats belonging to a managed colony, more than four altered dogs; more than 
six altered cats; or more than a total of ten altered dogs and cats combined . 

"Non municipal animal shelter/sanctuary" means any facility operated by a person or 
organization other than a municipality for the purpose of harboring and/or rehoming animals. 

"Owner/guardian" means a person owning or harboring one or more animals for a period 
of longer than twenty-one days . 

"Person" means any individual, firm, association, joint stock company, syndicate, 
partnership, or corporation . 

"Potentially dangerous, Level lit' means any of IAe folloviiRg: 

(I)---Afly animal which , when unprovoked, on two separate occasions within the prior thirty
six month period, engages in or displays any behavior that requires a defensive action 
by any person to prevent bodi Iy injury to the person or the person's own animal, when 
the person aR6 or the animal are off of property owned, lawfully occupied or controlled 
by the owner/guardian or keeper of the animal; or 

(2) 	 ARY aRimal wAicA, wAeR URflFO'>,oked , eites a flersoR eausiRg aR iAjury IAat is ROI a 
severe iRjury, as defiRed eel ow. any animal whic~ when unprovoked, and when off of 
property owned, lawfully occupied or controlled by the owner/guardian or keeper of the 
animal, causes injury to a domestic pet, domestic livestock or to a person that results in 
any of the following injuries: injury which results in bruising or abrasions; or injury 
that results in less than four (4) punctures wounds. 

(3) 	 ARY aRimal wAieA, wheR uRflFOvoked aRa off of flrOfleFt)· O'rmea, lavI,fully oeeuflied or 
cORtrolled ey IAe ovmer/guardiaR or keeper of the aRimal, OR two separate occasioRs 
witAiR IAe prior tAiFty si)( mORth flerioa, Aas eilieR or olAerviise causea iAjury 10 a 
aomestie aRimal Ihat is Rot a severe iAjur)', as defiRed eelow. 

"Potentially dangerous, Level 2" means any an animal which has been declared a Levell 
potentially dangerous animal and within thirty-six (36) months of said declaration, when off of 
property owned, lawfully occupied or controlled by the owner/guardian or keeper of the animal, 
causes injury to a domestic pet, domestic livestock or to a person that results in any of the 
following injuries: injury which results in bruising or abrasions; or injury that results in less than 
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four (4) punctures wounds. A Level 2 potentially dangerous animal is also an animal which 
causes severe injure or death to a domestic pet or to domestic livestock. 

"Potentially dangerous, Level 3" means any animal which has been declared a Level I, 
or Level 2 potentially dangerous animal and continues, when off of property owned, lawfully 
occupied or controlled by the owner/guardian or keeper of the animal, and when unprovoked, to 
cause injuries to persons, domestic pets or domestic livestock within thirty-six (36) months of the 
original declaration. A Level 3 potentially dangerous animal is also an animal which, when off 
of property owned, lawfully occupied or controlled by the owner/guardian or keeper of the 
animal, and when unprovoked, causes a severe injury to a person or injures a person in that the 
injury results in four or more puncture wounds. 

"Public nuisance" means any animal or aAimals that: 

(I) 	 Molest passersby or passing vehicles; 

(2) 	 Attack persons or other animals; 

(3) 	 Damage public property or private property; 

(4) 	 Bark, whine ef howl, in an excessive or continuous fashion; 

(5) 	 Defecate on public or private property, other than the 
owner/guardian's/harborer's/colony caretaker's property, unless the waste is 
immediately removed and disposed of in a sanitary manner by the animal's 
owner/guardianlharborer/colony caretaker; or 

(6) 	 Otherwise interferes with the free use and comfortable enjoyment of life or 
property. 

"Reptile" means any air-breathing vertebrate of the class Reptilia, with the e)we)3tioA of: 

~( I) Any re)3tile OA the federal eAdaAgered or threateAed s)3ecies Iist or OA the 
cOA¥eAlioA or iAteFAatioAal trade iA eAdaAgered s)3ecies list; 

(2) An)' veAomOliS re)3tile, iAellidiAg froAt or rear FaAged re)3tiles; 

(3) /\A)' )3),thoA of a s)3ecies whieh Aatlirally exceeds twelve feet iA leAgth; 

(4) All crecodiliafls, iAellidiAg alligators, eaimaAs, aAd oreeodiles; 

(5) MOAitor licards; 

(6) AAaeoAdas; 

(7) A:fI)' re)3tile of a s)3eeies Aati~'e to lAdiaAa; or 

(8) A:fI)' re)3tile )3retected e)' state or federal law, i 
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"Research laboratory" means any animal research facility registered with the United 
States Department of Agriculture under authority of the Federal Laboratory Animal Welfare Act, 
71 United States Code Section 2132 et seq. 

"Restraint" means the securing of an animal by a leash or lead or confining it within the 
real property limits of property owned, lawfully occupied or controlled by its owner/guardian or 
keeper. 

"Riding school or stable" means any place that has available for hire, boarding, and/or 
riding instruction, any horse, pony, donkey, mule or burro. 

i"Service dogs" means any dog engaged in working or training to work for the assistance 
of hearing or sight impaired, or physically handicapped or disabled persons. 

"Severe injury" means any physical injury to a human being or domestic pet or domestic 
livestock that results in multiple bites, broken bones, muscle tears or disfiguring lacerations or 
requires multiple sutures or corrective or cosmetic surgery. 

"Stray" means any animal that does not appear, upon reasonable inquiry, to have an 
owner/guardian. 

"Tether" means attaching a domestic pet to a stationary object or pulley run by means of 
a chain, rope, tether, cable, or similar restraint. "Tether" does not include the use of a leash to 
walk a domestic pet. 

"Trap-neuter-return" means a full management plan in which feral cats already living 
outdoors are humanely trapped, then evaluated, sterilized and ear-tipped or tattooed by 
veterinarians. Kittens under ten weeks old are adopted into good homes if they become 
socialized. Healthy adult cats too wild to be adopted are returned to their familiar habitat under 
the lifelong care of vol unteers. 

"Veterinary hospital" means any establishment maintained and operated by a veterinarian 
for surgery, diagnosis, and treatment of diseases and injuries of animals. 

"Vicious ~nimaL" means any oftAe foliowiRg: 

(I) 	 AR)' animal which, when unprovoked , in an aggressive manner, iRfliets seyere iAjury OR 
or I(ills a twmaR beiRg or domestie pel. 
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(2) 	 An)' animal previously determined to be and currentl), listed as a potentially dangerous 
animal which, after its ovmeriguardian or keeper has been notified of this determination, 
continues the potentially dangerous behavior, as defined herein or is maintained in 
violation of Chapter 7.24 of this title has bitten or attacked a person, domestic pet or 
domestic livestock at least three (3) times in the prior thirty-six (36) month period. A 
vicious animal is also an animal which has bitten a person causing severe injury; or 
causing wounds that are potentially dangerous to the person's health or life; or result in 
permanent scarring or disfiguring to a person. 

"Wild animals" means any animal not a domestic animal , with the exception of small, 
nonpoisonous aquatic or amphibious animals and birds of the order Psittaciformes, canaries, and 
finches. 

"Wildlife rehabilitator" means any person or persons that acquire the necessary state and 
federal permits to allow the rehabilitation of wildlife in their homes , on their property or in a 
professional facility , with the intent of releasing such animals according to state and federal 
guidelines . 

"Zoological park" means any facility, other than a pet shop or kennel, displaying or 
exhibiting, without the predominant purpose of sell ing, one or more species of nondomesticated 
animals . The facility must be accredited by the American Zoological Association (AZA) or The 
Association of Sanctuaries (TAOS). 
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Chapter 7.16 COMMERCIAL ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENT 
PERMITS 

Sections: 

Chapter 7.16.010 Permits - General. 

Chapter 7.16.020 Inspection of animals and premises authorized. 

Chapter 7.16.030 Obtaining a permit. 

Chapter 7.16.040 Standards for commercial animal establishments. 

Chapter 7.16.045 Consumer protection requirements. 

Chapter 7.16.050 Commercial animal establishment permit period. 

Chaflter 7.16.969 fees. 

Chapter 7.16.0160 Reclassification. 

Chaflter 7.16.989 VielatieHs. 


Chapter 7.16.010 Permits -- General. 

No person shall operate a commercial animal establishment, or nonmunicipal animal 
shelter/sanctuary, except for the city of Bloomington animal ~ care and control department, 
without first obtaining a permit in compliance with this chapter. Every facility regulated by this 
chapter shall be considered a separate enterprise and shall require an individual permit. 

Chapter 7. 16.020 Inspections of animals and premises authorized. 

It shall be a condition to the issuance of any permit required by this chapter that : 

(a) 	 The seffief Director of Animal Care and ~ontro ~ and staff animal control officers 
of the city and/or their designees shall be permitted to inspect the premises and all 
animals located thereon where such animals are harbored. 

(b) 	 All reports of such inspection shall be in writing and maintained by the seffief 
sAimsl cOAtrol officer Director of Animal Care and Control. 

(c) 	 The seAier aAimal ceAtrol offioer Director of Animal Care and Control, staff 
animal control officers, and/or their designees are authorized to enter the structure 
or premises wherein a commercial animal establishment is maintained (or 
believed to be maintained) at reasonable times to inspect subject to constitutional 
restrictions on unreasonable searches and seizures. 

(d) 	 If the owner or those in possession of a structure or premises wherein a 
commercial animal establishment is maintained (or believed to be maintained) 
refuse inspection of said establishment, the sCAior aAimal cOAtrol offioer Director 
of Animal Care and Control, staff animal control officers, and/or their designees 
may obtain an inspection warrant from any court of record in the county in which 
the establishment is located in order to determine if the establ ishment is 
maintained in accordance with this title. 
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Chapter 7.16.030 Obtaining a permit. 

Applicants must apply for permits required by this chapter with the city of Bloomington 
animal care and control department. 

(a) 	 The application must contain: 

( I) 	 Information as to whether the applicant has been convicted of cruelty to 
animals or ever cited for or convicted of a local unit of government's 
animal contrc;(o;'-c-are ·ordinances; .. .. . . 

(2) 	 A statement that the applicant complies and will comply with the 
regl:llatioRs flroffil:llgated I:IRder al:lthorit)' of SeclioR 17.08.020 of this code 
all building and zoning code requirements promulgated by the State of 
Indiana, Monroe County and/or the City of[Bloomingto .; and ______ __._ 

(3) 	 That the applicant authorizes the seffief Director of Animal Care and 
Control and staff animal control officers or their designees to inspect the 
applicant's facilities and animals. 

(b) 	 The permit shall be issued when the applicant complies with the laws and 
regulations pertaining to the issuance of permits, and pays the fee required. 

(c) 	 If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, the 
permit shall not be issued, and any permit issued upon false or withheld 
information shall be revoked. 

(d) 	 No permit to operate a commercial animal establishment shall be issued to an 
applicant who has been convicted of cruelty to animals without review by the 
animal control commission. 

Chapter 7.16.040 Standards for commercial animal establishments. 

In order to be eligible to obtain a permit , a commercial animal establishment must: 

(a) 	 Be operated in such a manner as not to constitute a ptthlffi nuisance; 

(b) 	 Provide an isolation area for animals which are sick or diseased to be sufficiently 
removed so as not to endanger the health of other animals; 

(c) 	 Keep all animals caged, within a secure enclosure or under the control of the 
owner/guardian or operator at all times; 

(d) 	 With respect to all animals kept on the premises, comply with all of the provisions 
of Chapter 7.36, Animal Care, of this title providing for the general care of 
animals; 

(e) 	 Not sell dogs and/or cats which are unweaned, less than eight weeks of age, or 
obviously diseased; 

(f) 	 If it is a major pet shop, post the name of the breeder of all dogs and cats for sale 
on the animal's kennel; 

(g) 	 If it is a major or minor pet shop, keep records of the name, address and telephone 
number of the breeder and seller of each animal for a period of two years after the 
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date the animal is sold and make those records available for inspection by the City 
of Bloomington Animal Care and Control Department. 

(h) 	 Recommend that any animal sold, transferred or given away be examined by a 
licensed veterinarian within one week of the date of transfer and notify the new 
owner/guardian of state requirements for rabies vaccinations. 

(i) 	 Be in compliance with all zoning laws. 

Chapter 7.16.045 Consumer protection requirements. 

(a) 	 This section applies to the sale of dogs and cats by major pet shop permit holders. 

(b) 	 Major pet shop permit holders shall provide a purchaser of a dog or cat with a 
health record for the animal at the time of sale. The health record shall include the 
following: 

(I) 	 The animal's breed. If the breed is unknown or mixed, the health record 
shall so indicate. If the animal is advertised or represented as registerable, 
the following information shall be provided: the breeder's name and 
address; the name and registration number of the dam and sire of the 
purchased dog's I itter; and the name and address of the ped igree registry 
organization where the dame and sire are registered. Providing registration 
papers, if available, shall meet this requirement; 

(2) 	 The date of the animal's birth; 

(3) 	 The animal's sex, color and markings; 

(4) 	 A list of all vaccinations administered, if known; the date and type of 
vaccinations and the name of the person, business, or entity who 
administered them, if known, up to the date of sale; a record of any known 
disease, illness or condition with which the dog is or has been afflicted at 
the time of the sale; and record of any veterinary treatment or medication 
received by the animal; 

(5) 	 The date, dosage and type of any anti-parasitic medicine, if known, that 
was administered; and 

(6) 	 The name, address, and signature of the major pet shop permit holder's 
representative. 

Chapter 7.16.050 Commercial animal establishment permit period. 

The commercial animal establ ishment permit period shall begin on January I st and shall 
run for one year. Applioants requiring a permit during the year shall pa)' a prorated fee for the 
remaining portion of the ~ea~. Applications must be made prior to the establishment of a 
commercial animal establ ishment. 

12 

Comment [ pmm17j: For consistency 
with other Titles in the BMC. and for 
easier reference, I recommend creating a 
chapter for fees. So instead of fees all 
over the place. they are located in one 
place. Chapter 7.54 is proposed as the 

. new ree chopter. 



Comment [pmm18]: Recommend
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(a) 	 Fees for pennits shall be as follows: 

(I) For each riding school or stable 	 $100.00 

(2) For each auction 	 $500.00 

(3) For each zoological park 	 $500.00 

(4) For each circus or animal e)(hibition transient $1,000.00 per day 

(5) For each animal exhibition permanent 	 $500 .00 per )'ear 

(6) For each minor pet shop 	 $250.00 

(7) For each major pet shop 	 $500.00 

(8) For each nonmunicipal animal shelter/sanctuary $0.00 private/ $0 .00 nonprofit 

(b) 	 No fee shall be required of an)' municipal animal shelter, research laboratory, or 
government operated zoological parle 

7.16.0+60 Reclassification. 

Any person who has a change in the category under which the commercial animal 
establishment permit was issued shall report the change to the city of Bloomington animal care 
and control department and apply for the new permit required within thirty days . Appropriate 
changes, including pro rata credit for the previous permit, shall be made by the city. 

Comment [pmm19]: All penalties 1

7.16.080 ~'i6Iati6ns. will be moved to one Chapter, Chapter 

(a) Any animal control officer may issue to any person in violation of this chapter a 
7.56 (Enforcement. Penalties and 
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_ 

notice of ordinance ·,' iolation . The penalty established in subsection (b) and (c) of 
this section may, at the discretion of the animal owner/guardian, be paid to the 
city of Bloomington animal care and control department ,.... ithin se~' enty two hours 
in full satisfaction of the assessed penalty. In the e't'ent that such payment is not 
made within the period prescribed, proceedings shall be filed in the county court 
of competent jurisdiction . 

(b) Permit holders who have been found to have falsified records or who have been 
found to be in violation of the animal care standards referenced in Section 
7. J6.040(d) shall be subject to a fine of triple the permit fee for the first offense, 
with the fine for each subsequent offense 't't'ithin a twelve month period increasing 
by an increment of triple the permit fee. In the e~' ent that the animal establishmeflt 
permit does not require a fee , the fine for a first offense shall be equal to three 
times the fee of a major pet shop permit holder, with the fine for each subsequent 
offense of this chapter increasing b)' an increment of triple the permit fee ofa 
major pet shop permit holder. 
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(c) Permit holders who violate any other provision of this chapter shall be subject to a 
fine of double the permit fee for the first offense, viith the fine for each 
subsequent offense of this chapter within a twelve month period increasing by an 
increment of double the permit fee. In the event that the animal establishment 
permit does not require a fee, the fine for a first offense shall be equal to two 
times the fee of a major pet shop permit holder, '''''ith the fine for eaeh subsequent 
offense of this chapter inereasing by an inorement of double the permit fee of a 
major pet shop permit holder. 

(d) 	 Permit holders oited for violations of this chapter mare than three times in a 
twelve month period ma)' have their permit revoked for a period of three months. 
The permit may be reinstated by the animal oare and eontml department following 
an inspeotion that re'/eals no further violations, Further violations following 
reinstatement of the permit may result in the permit being revoked permanently. 

14 



Chapter 7.21 KENNEL PERMITS 

Sections: 

7.21.005 General requirements. 

7.21.010 Kennel permits required. 

7.21.020 Obtaining noncommercial kennel permits. 

7.21.025 Obtaining commercial kennel permits. 

7.21.028 Obtaining a permit for chicken nocks. 

7.21.030 1 nspection. 

7.21.040 Standa rds for noncommercial kennels. 

7.21.050 Standa rds for commercial kennels. 

7.21.057 Standards for maintaining chicken nocks. 

7.21.060 Kennel permit periods. 

7.21.070 Fees. 

7.21.0870 Reclassification. 

7.21.090 VielatieHs. 

7.21.005 General requirements. 

(a) 	 No person shall own or harbor more than a total of nineteen cats and/or dogs over 
the age of twelve months . This provision does not apply to commercial kennels. A 
person owning or harboring more than a total of nineteen cats and/or dogs over 
the age of twelve months at the time that this ordinance becomes effective shall : 

(I) 	 Be permined to retain those animals, but shall not replace any animal upon 
its death or loss until such time as the total number of animals is nineteen 
or less; and 

(2) 	 Complete the appropriate kennel permit application within sixty days of 
the ordinance's effective date . 

(b) 	 Service dogs shall not be counted towards the nineteen (19) maximum noted in 
the above subsection (a). 

7.21.010 Kennel permits required. 

(a) 	 No person shall operate a commercial or noncommercial kennel or chic ken flock 
without first obtaining a permit from the city of Bloomington animal care and 
control department in accordance with this chapter. 
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(b) No permit shall be issued unless the proposed operation is in compliance with all 
zoning laws. 

7.21.020 Obtaining noncommercial kennel permits. 

Applications for noncommercial kennel permits shall be made to the city of Bloomington 
animal care and control department. 

(a) 	 The appl ication for a noncommercial kennel permit shall include: 

(I) 	 The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant; 

(2) 	 The description (species, breed, sex. age and coloration) of and proof of 
rabies vaccination for each animal to be housed in the kennel; and 

(3) 	 A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of the 
offense of cruelty to animals, or ever cited for or convicted of a local unit 
of government's animal control or care ordinances. 

(b) 	 If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, no 
permit shall be issued and any permit previously issued on false or withheld 
information shall be revoked. 

(c) 	 No person previously convicted of cruelty to animals shall be issued a kennel 
permit without prior review by the animal control commission . 

7.21.025 Obtaining commercial kennel permits. 

Applications for commercial kennel permits shall be made to the city of Bloomington 
animal care and control department. 

(a) 	 The application for a commercial kennel permit shall include: 

(I) 	 The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant; 

(2) 	 A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of the 
offense of cruelty to animals, or ever cited for or convicted of a local unit 
of government's animal control or care ordinances; and 

(3) 	 A statement of the total capacity of the kennels used for the purposes of 
Class B, Class C and Class 0 commercial kennel permits. 

(b) 	 If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, no 
permit shall be issued and any permit previously issued on false or withheld 
information shall be revoked . 

(c) 	 No person previously convicted of cruelty to animals shall be issued a kennel 
permit without prior review by the animal control commission . 
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7.21.028 	Obtaining a permit for' chicken flocks. 

Persons wishing to harbor a chicken flock shall obtain a permit. 

(a) 	 Permit. 

(I) 	 Applications for a permit to harbor a chicken flock shall be made by the 
owner of the property to the City of Bloomington Animal Care and 
Control Department and shall include: 

(A) 	 The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant; 

(B) 	 The description (breed, sex, age and coloration) of each chicken in 
the chicken flock; 

(C) 	 The address where the chicken flock is to be harbored, and the 
zoning district in which such address is located (which must be a 
district listed in part (e) of the definition of "chicken flock" in this 
title); 

(D) 	 A statement indicating whether the applicant has ever been 
convicted of the offense of cruelty to animals, or ever cited for or 
convicted of a local unit of government's animal control or care 
ordinances. 

(2) 	 The permit to harbor a chicken flock shall not be transferable to another 
person or to another location; and 

(3) 	 No applicant shall harbor more than one chicken flock within the city; and 

(4) 	 If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the permit 
application, no permit shall be issued and any permit previously issued on 
false or withheld information shall be revoked; and 

(5) 	 An application for a permit shall be made prior to the harboring of any 
chickens or the creation of any chicken flock ; and 

(6) 	 All permits shall be conditioned upon a passing inspection by sefti.ef the 
Director of Animal Care and Control and staff animal control officers of 
the city and/or their designees and compliance with this chapter; and 

(7) 	 ~ The Director of Animal Care and Control and staff animal control 
officers may refuse to grant or renew a permit and may revoke a permit if 
applicant/harborer is unable to maintain his/her flock so as to not create a 
nuisance, as evidenced by three admitted or judicially-determined 
violations of this chapter within twelve consecutive months. 

(b) 	 No person previously convicted of cruelty to animals shall be registered or issued 
a permit without prior review by the animal control commission . 
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7.21.030 	 Inspection. 

It shall be a condition to the issuance of any permit required by this chapter that: 

(a) 	 The seffief Director of Animal Care and Control and staff animal control officers 
of the city and/or their designees shall be permitted to inspect the structure and/or 
premises wherein a kennel is maintained (or believed to be maintained) and all 
animals located thereon where such animals are harbored. 

(b) 	 All reports of such inspections shall be in writing and maintained by the seffief 
BRimsl cORtrol offioer Director of Animal Care and Control. 

(c) 	 The seRior BRimBI cORlrol officer Director of Animal Care and Control, staff 
animal control officers, and/or their designees are authorized to enter the structure 
or premises wherein a kennel is maintained (or believed to be maintained) at 
reasonable times to inspect subject to constitutional restrictions on unreasonable 
searches and seizures. 

(d) 	 If the owner or those in possession of a structure or premises wherein a kennel is 
maintained (or believed to be maintained) refuse inspection of said kennel , the 
seRior BRimBI control officer Director of Animal Care and Control, staff animal 
control officers, and/or their designees may obtain an inspection warrant from any 
court of record in the county in which the kennel is located in order to determine 
if the kennel is maintained in accordance with this title. 

7.21.040 Standards for noncommercial kennels. 

All noncommercial kennels shall : 

(a) Operate in such a manner as to not constitute a public nuisance; and 

(b) Comply with all of the provisions of Chapter 7.36, Animal Care, of this title 
which provides standards for the general care of animals . 

7.21.050 	Standards for commercial kennels. 

All commercial kennels shall: . 

(a) 	 Operate in such a manner as to not constitute a public nuisance; 

(b) 	 Comply with all of the provisions of Chapter 7.36, Animal Care, of this title 
which provides for the general care of animals; 

(c) 	 Provide an isolation area for animals which are sick or diseased to be sufficiently 
removed so as to not endanger the health and well-being of other animals; 

(d) 	 Keep all animals caged within a secure enclosure or under the control of the 
owner/guardian or representative of the kennel at all times; 

(e) 	 Provide each animal sufficient space to stand up, lie down and turn around in a 
natural position without touching the sides or top of the enclosure; 
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(f) 	 Provide individual kennels for each animal being harbored for any portion of a 
twenty-four hour period, with the exception of yard or other play areas used for 
the purpose of dog day care. Kennels intended for single occupancy shall not 
house more than one animal, with the exception of animals that are normally 
housed together in a home environment. 

7.21.057 Standards for maintaining chicken nocks. 

(a) 	 All harborers of chicken flocks shall: 

(1) 	 Operate in such a manner so as to not constitute a public nuisance or 
disturb neighboring residents due to noise, odor or damage; and 

(2) 	 Operate in a manner so as to not pose a threat to public health . Harborers 
shall isolate chickens which are sick or diseased so as to not endanger the 
health and well-being of other animals and humans. When necessary for 
the protection of the public health and safety, the director of animal care 
and control may require the specified animal be kept or confined in a 
secured enclosure. This provision is subordinate to any local, state or 
federal code governing the treatment of chickens in the event of a threat to 
human health; and 

(3) 	 Comply with all of the provisions of Chapter 7.36 of this title regarding 
general animal care; and 

(4) 	 Keep all chickens completely and securely enclosed and under the control 
of the harborer on the harborer's property at all times; and 

(5) 	 Provide both a chicken coop and attached chicken run that afford a 
combined twelve square feet per chicken; and 

(6) 	 Provide a chicken coop and attached chicken run that are clean, dry and 
odor-free; and 

(7) 	 Provide a chicken coop that affords shelter from the elements; and 

(8) 	 Provide a chicken coop and attached chicken run that, combined, provide 
adequate venti lation and adequate sun and shade and that are both 
impermeable to rodents, wild birds and predators, including dogs ; and 

(9) 	 Provide chickens with access to feed and clean water at all times, such 
feed and water shall be unavailable to rodents, wild birds and predators; 
and 

(10) 	 Provide adequate safeguards to prevent unauthorized access to the 
chickens by members of the public; and 

(1 	J) Keep the chicken coop, chicken run and surrounding area free from trash 
and accumulated droppings. The harborer shall dispose of chicken waste 
and uneaten feed in a timely manner and in accordance with the 
Bloomington Municipal Code. 
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(b) 	 The chicken coop and chicken run shall: 

(I) 	 Provide a sight fence or shrub screening of at least four feet in height 
around both coop and run if visible to occupants of neighboring lots; and 

(2) 	 Be located at least twenty feet from any building not owned or occupied 
by the harborer, that is used or capable of being used for human 
habitation ; and 

(3) 	 Be located at least twelve feet from the property line of any neighboring 
lot. 

(c) 	 All chicken coops and chicken runs shall comply with the requirements for 
accessory structures outlined in Title 20 of the Bloomington Municipal Code as 
the same may be hereafter amended or replaced. 

7.21.060 Kennel permit periods. 

(a) 	 Noncommercial kennel permits shall be val id for a period of one year from the 
date of issuance. An application must be made within ten days of the creation of a 
kennel. 

(b) 	 Commercial kennel permits shall be valid for one year beginning January I st of 
each year. A",,,,lieants requiring a eommercial kennel permit during the year shall 
pay a prorated fee for the remaining portion of the eurrent year. An appl ication 
must be made prior to the creation of a kennel. 

(e) 	 Repealed by Ord. 07 0 I. 

(de) 	 Chicken flock permits shall be valid for a period of no more than one year from 
the date of issuance. 

7.21.070 Fees. 

(a) 	 The fee for noncommereial kennel permits shall be : 

(I) 	 5 8 altered dogs: $25.00 

m 
(2) 9 12 altered dogs: $50.00 


I~ 16 altered dogs: $75.00 


(4) 17 19 altered dogs: $100.00 

(5) 	 7 II altered eats: $25.00 

(6) 	 12 16 altered eats: $50.00 

(7) 	 17 19 altered eats: $75.00 

(b) The fee for eommereial I,ennel permits shall be: 

(I) 	 Class 8, boarding7 
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(A) 25 kennels: $100 .00 

(B) 	 26 50 kennels: $250.00 

(C) 	 Additional kennels in increments of25: $200.00 per increment of 
twenty fi¥e. 

(2) 	 Class C, training: $75.00 

(3) 	 Class 0, grooming: $50.00 

(c) 	 No fee shall be required of any veterinary hospital or municipal animal shelter, 
research laboratory or goveFAment operated z:oological parle 

(d) 	 Persons whose establishments operate under more than one class, as defined by 
this chapter, shall be required to apply for a permit for each applicable. 

7.21.0870 Reclassi lication. 

Any person or business who has a change in class under which the commercial and/or 
noncommercial kennel permit was issued shall report the change to the city of Bloomington 
animal care and control department and apply for a new permit within thirty days of any such 
change. 

7.21.999 Violations. 

(a) 	 Any animal control officer may issue an) person or business in violation of this 
chapter a notice of ordinance violation . The penalty established in subsection (b) 
of this section shall be paid to the city of Bloomington animal eare and control 
department within seventy two hours of the notice of ordinance violation. In the 
eyent that such payment is not made within seventy tY/O hours, the city may file a 
proceeding in the eounty eourt of competent jurisdietion to collect the applieable 
perutl+y: 

(b) 	 Persons or businesses who violate any proyision of this ehapter shall be subject to 
a fine ofdoHble the applicable permit fee for the first offense, with the fine for 
eaeh subsequent offense of this ehapter increasing by an inerement of double the 
permit fee. In the eyent that the I,ennel permit does not require a fee, the fine for a 
first offense shall be twenty fi\'e dollars, with the fine for eaeh subseqHent offense 
of this chapter increasing by an increment of fifty dollars. 

(c) 	 In the eyent that the person or business has no additional violations of this chapter 
for a period of twelve consecutive months, the fine for any violation of this 
chapter after that period shall be dOHble the applicable permit fee for the first 
offense, with the fine for eaeh subsequent offense increasing by an increment of 
dOHble the applicable permit fee. In the event that the kennel permit does not 
require a fee, the fine for a first offense shall be twenty five dollars, with the fine 
for each subsequent offense of this chapter increasing by an increment of fifty 
dol-Iafs.., 
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Chapter 7.22 BREEDERS 

Sections: 
7.22.005 General requirements. 
7.22.010 Intact animal permit required. 
7.22.020 Litter permit required. 
7.22.030 Obtaining permits. 
7.22.035 Consumer protection requirements. 
7.22.040 Inspection. 
7.22.050 Permit periods. 
7.22.060 Fees. 

7.22.0+60 Reclassification. 

7.22.080 Vielatiens. 

7.22.005 General requirements. 

(a) 	 No person shall own or harbor more than a total of nineteen cats and/or dogs over 
the age of twelve months. This provision does not apply to commercial kennels. A 
person owning or harboring more than a total of nineteen cats and/or dogs over 
the age of twelve months at the time that this ordinance becomes effective shall : 

(I) 	 Be permitted to retain those animals, but shall not replace any animal upon 
its death or loss until such time as the total number of animals is nineteen 
or less; and 

(2) 	 Complete the appropriate kennel permit application within sixty days of 
the ordinance's effective date. 

(b) 	 A breeder who houses dogs or cats in a cage shall provide every dog or cat with a 
reasonable opportunity for exercise outside of a cage at least one time per day in 
accordance with Section 3.8 of the federal Animal Welfare Act. However, a 
breeder who permits a dog or cat access to a run that meets the requirements of 
Section 3.8 of the Animal Welfare Act at least one time per day has satisfied the 
exercise requirement. Further, a breeder is not required to provide the opportunity 
for exercise if exercise would endanger the dog or cat's life or health. 

7.22.010 Intact animal permit required. 

(a) No person or business shall own or harbor more than four dogs and/or more than 
six cats twelve months or older anyone of which is unaltered without obtaining a permit in 
compliance with this chapter. 

(b) Permit holders that produce one or more litters in a twelve-month period shall 
comply with Section 7.22 .020 of this title. 

22 



7.22.020 Litter permit required. 

No person shall intentionally or unintentionally cause or allow the breeding of a litter of 
in a twelve-month period without a permit in compliance with this 

(a) 	 Permit holders shall: 

(1 ) 	 Not allow the of more than one litter per female dog or cat in a 
twelve-month period; 

(2) 	 Not breed a female or cat that is less than eighteen months of age or 
older than eight years of age. 

(3) 	 Keep records for a period of two years from the date of birth as to the birth 
of each litter of dogs or cats, as may be required by the city of 
Bloomington animal care and control department; 

(4) 	 of two years from the date of sale of the name, 
IPnh"r,p number of each or new owner/guardian of 

any dog or cat sold or '""nci",,",·,,'; 

Furnish to each of an animal the litter 
has proof and assurance that 

the animal was 

Furnish to each or new of an animal the animal's 
vaccination, medication and treatment 

(7) 	 Not sell, trade or give away or kittens which are unweaned, less 
than eight weeks of age, with the of animals taken to the animal 
shelter; 

(8) 	 Not offer for sale an animal with obvious of infection, disease or 
illness; 

(9) 	 Recommend that any animal sold, transferred or away be examined 
by a licensed veterinarian within one week of the date of transfer and 
noti fy the new of state requirements for rabies 
vaccinations; 

(10) 	 List the litter number on all public notices advertising the sale or 
tree giveaway of Iitlers of or individual or kittens; and 

(II) 	 Comply with all of of this title. 

Any owner/guardian or person or cat which has been 
altered within fourteen weeks after birth to a litter or who the 
adult dog or cat and the litter to the of animal care and control 
department within fourteen weeks of the birth date of the litter shall have all 

requirements waived. 
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7.22.030 Obtaining permits. 

Applications for permits shall be made to the city of Bloomington animal care and 
control department. 

(a) 	 The appl ication shall include: 

(I) 	 The name, address and telephone number of the applicant; 

(2) 	 A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of the 
offense 0 f cruelty to animals, or ever cited for or convicted of a local unit 
of government's animal control or care ordinances; and 

(3) 	 Descriptions (species, breed, sex, age, coloration) of each animal under the 
permit. 

(b) 	 If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, no 
permit shall be issued and any permit previously issued on false or withheld 
information shall be revoked. 

(c) 	 No person previously convicted of cruelty to animals shall be issued a kennel 
permit without prior review by the animal control commission . 

(d) 	 An owner/guardian must apply for a litter permit within twenty-one days of the 
birthing ofa litter. 

7.22.035 Consumer protection requirements. 

(a) 	 This section applies to the sale of dogs and cats by litter permit holders. 

(b) 	 Sellers shall provide a purchaser of a dog or cat with a health record for the 
animal at the time of sale. The health record shall include the following : 

(J) 	 The animal's breed. Jf the breed is unknown or mixed, the health record 
shall so indicate. If the animal is advertised or represented as registerable, 
the following information shall be provided : the breeder's name and 
address; the name and registration number of the dam and sire of the 
purchased dog's litter; and the name and address of the pedigree registry 
organization where the dam and sire are registered. Providing registration 
papers, if available, shall meet this requirement; 

(2) 	 The date of the animal's birth; 

(3) 	 The animal's sex, color and markings; 

(4) 	 A list of all vaccinations administered, if known; the date and type of 
vaccinations and the name of the person who administered them, if 
known, up to the date of sale; a record of any known disease, illness or 
condition with which the animal is or has been afflicted at the time of the 
sale; and a record of any veterinary treatment or medication received by 
the animal ; 

(5) 	 The date, dosage and type of any anti-parasitic medicine, if known, that 
was administered; and 
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(6) 	 The name, address and signature of the seller. 

7.22.040 	 Inspection. 

It shall be a condition to the issuance of any permit required by this chapter that: 

(a) 	 The 5ef!tef Director of Animal Care and Control and staff animal control officers 
of the city and/or their designees shall be permitted to inspect the structure or 
premises wherein an establishment regulated under this chapter is maintained (or 
believed to be maintained) and all animals located thereon where such animals are 
harbored. 

(b) 	 All reports of such inspections shall be in writing and maintained by the 5ef!tef 
animal conlrol officer Director of Animal Care and Control. 

(c) 	 The senior animal conlrol officer Director of Animal Care and Control, staff 
animal control officers, and/or their designees are authorized to enter the structure 
or premises wherein an establishment regulated under this chapter is maintained 
(or believed to be maintained) at reasonable times to inspect subject to 
constitutional restrictions on unreasonable searches and seizures. 

(d) 	 If the owner or those in possession of a structure or premises wherein an 
establishment regulated under this chapter is maintained (or believed to be 
maintained) refuse inspection of said establishment, the scnior animal control 
~ Director of Animal Care and Control, staff animal control officers, and/or 
their designees may obtain an inspection warrant from any court of record in the 
county in which the establishment is located in order to determine if the 
establishment is maintained in accordance with this title. 

7.22.050 Permit periods. 


(at---Permits shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of issuance. 


7.22.060 Fees. 

(a) 	 Fees for intact animal permits shall be: 


0) ;l ~naltereEl animals: 8)~9 . 99 


(;l) 	 ~ e ~nallereEl animals: 8) 199.99 

(3) 	 7 19 ~nallereEl animals: 8) I~9.90 

(4) II 14 ~naltcrcEl animals: 8);l90.99 

(~) 13 19 ~naltercEl animals: 8);l~9.99 

(b) 	 Fees for litter permits shall be: 

(I) First litter in a twelve mOflth perioEl: 8) 199.99 

(;l) AElElitiofial litters: 8) I~9.99/litter. 

25 

http:8);l~9.99
http:8);l90.99


7.22.0+60 Reclassification. 

Any person or business who has a change in the category under which the permit was 
issued shall report the change to the city of Bloomington animal care and control department and 
apply for a new permit within thirty days of any such change. 

7.22.989 Violations. 

(a) 	 ARY aAimal oOAtrol officer may issue aR)' perSOA or busiAess iR >.'iolatioR of this 
chapter a Aotice of ordiRaAce violatioA. The peAalty established iR subsectioR (b) 
eHftts.-sectioA shall be paid to the city of BloomiAgtoR aRimal care aAd cOAtrol 
departmeAt , .... ithiR seveRty two hours of the Aotiee of ordiAaRee violatioR. IA the 
eveAt that suoh pa)'meRt is AOt made >NithiA seveRty two hours, the oit)' may file a 
proceediAg iR the eouAt)' court of oompeteRt jurisdietioA to coli cot the applioable 

~ 

(b) 	 PersoAs or busiAesses who violate aR)' ",rovisioR of this ohapter shall be subjeot to 
a fiAe of double the applioable permit fee for the first offeAse, with the fiAe for 
eaoh subsequeRt offeAse of this chapter iRereasiRg by aR iAcremeAt of double the 
permit fee. 

(0) 	 IA the e'f'eAtthat the persoR or busiRess has AO additioAal violatioRs of this shapter 
for a period of twelve cORsecutive mORths, the fiRe for aAY violatioR of this 
chapter after that period shall be double the ap",licable permit fee for the first 
offeRse, with the fiRe for each subsequeAt offeRse iRoreasiAg by aA iAcremeAt of 
double the applicable permit fee. 
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Chapter 7.23 FERAL CATS 
Sections: 

7.23.0 I 0 General requirements. 

7.23.020 Managed feral cats. 

7.23.030 Colony caretaker responsibilities. 

7.23.010 General requirements. 

(a) 	 All feral cat colonies shall: 

(1) 	 Operate in such a manner as to not constitute a public nuisance; and 

(2) 	 Comply with all of the provisions of Chapter 7.36, Animal Care, of this 
title which provides standards for the general care of animals . 

(b) 	 Any person who provides food, water or shelter to a colony of feral cats shall be 
registered with the city of Bloomington animal care and control department or its 
designee. 

(c) 	 A person ..... tio violates any pFO" 'ision of ttiis ctiapter stiall be subject to a fine of 
twenty five dollars for ttie first offense, witti the fine for eacti subsequent offense 
increasing b)' an increment of fift), dollars. 

7.23.020 Managed feral cats. 

(a) 	 The city of Bloomington animal care and control department or its designee, in 
order to encourage the stabilization and reduction of the feral cat population in the 
city of Bloomington, may: 

(I) 	 Trap any feral cat in a humane manner; 

(2) 	 Have the feral cat surgically sterilized and ear-tipped or tattooed by a 
licensed veterinarian; 

(3) 	 Release the feral cat for adoption or other disposition in accordance with 
the law or to a colony caretaker who will maintain the feral cat as part of a 
managed colony of feral cats. 

(b) 	 The city of Bloomington animal care and control department may impound feral 
cats in violation of this chapter and dispose of the feral cats in accordance with 
applicable law. Any feral cat impounded at the city of Bloomington animal shelter 
that bears an appropriate ear-tipping or tattoo indicating it belongs to a managed 
colony shall be returned to its managed colony, if said colony can be determined, 
unless illness or injury present an imminent danger to public health or safety. 
Seriously ill or injured feral cats with no reasonable prognosis for humane 
rehabilitation for survival outdoors may be humanely euthanized. 
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7.23.030 Colony caretaker responsibilities. 

(a) 	 Colony caretakers shall abide by standard trap-neuter-return guidelines devised by 
the city of Bloomington animal care and control or its designee regarding the 
provision of food, water, shelter and veterinary care within the managed colony. 

(b) 	 A colony caretaker shall not have ever been convicted of animal cruelty, or ever 
cited for or convicted of a local unit of government's animal control or care 
ordinances. 

(c) 	 A colony caretaker shall not allow a cat(s) which is part ofhis/her colony to 
become a public nuisance. 
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Chapter 7.24 RESTRAINT 

Sections: 

7.24.0 I 0 General requirements. 

7.24.020 Animals in heat. 


7.24.1}30 Vieious IUlimals. 


7.24.040 Violations. 

7.24.010 General requirements. 

All animals, except cats which have been neutered or spayed and are wearing 
identification or are ear-tipped or tattooed in the case of feral cats, shall be kept under restraint. 
However, altered cats not kept under restraint at all times are still subject to public nuisance laws 
cited in Chapter 7.28 of this title . 

7.24.020 Animals in heat. 

Every female animal in heat shall be confined in a building or secure enclosure in such a 
manner that the animal cannot come into contact with a male animal of the same species, except 
for planned breeding. 

7.24.0JO Vieieus ;animal~ 

(a) 	 If an animal contrel officer or a la ..... enforcement officer has investigates ans 
determined that there exists probable cause to believe that an animal is potentially 
dangerous or vicious, the animal control officer shall request a hearing by the 
animal control commission for the purpose of determining whether or not the 
animal in question should be declared potentially dangerous or vicious . 

(I) 	 Whenever possible, any complaint recei ... ed from a member of the public 
which serves as the evidentiary basis for finsing probable cause shall be 
sworn to and verified by the complainant and shall be provided to the 
animal control eommission. 

(2) 	 The hearing will be held at the ne)a regularl)' scheduled meeting of the 
animal control commission and shall be open to the public. 

(3) 	 The ownerlguarsian of the animal shall be served with notice of the 
hearing and a copy of any complaints recei'red by certified mail or in 

~ 

(4) 	 The animal control officer shall notify the owner/guarsian of the animal of 
the sate ans time ofsueh hearing, at which time he or she may present 
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evidenoe as to why the animal should not be deolared potentially 
dangerous or vioious . 

(A) 	 Sueh e~' idenee may inolude e)'e'''''itness testimony of the ineident; 
er 

(B) 	 Evidenee that the aotion of the animal and the damage sustained by 
the person or other animal oould have reasonably been expeoted to 
oecur given the oiroumstances of the event. Suoh ciroumstanoes 
ma)' inolude, but are not limited to: willful trespass upon the 
ovmer/guardian's property; teasing, tormenting, abusing or 
assaulting the animal ; and/or attempted abuse or assault upon the 
owner/guardian. 

(5) 	 The animal oontrol oommission may consider all relevant evidence, 
including incident reports, affida't'its of witnesses, and whether the 
inoident reasonabl)' indicates whether or not the animal in ql:Jestion is 
potentially dangerous and/or vicious in ordinary oiroumstanoes where the 
average person oould not reasonably be e)(peoted to foresee and take 
measures to prevent injury. 

(6) 	 The animal eontrol commission may decide all issues for or against the 
owner/guardian of the animal even if the owner/guardian of the animal 
fai Is to appear at the hearing. 

(7) 	 After the hearing, the owner/guardian of the animal shall be notified in 
writing of the determination by certified mail or in person . 

(A) 	 If a determination is made that the animal is potentially dangerous 
or vicious, the owner/guardian shall oomply with this section's 
requirements for restraint in aocordanoe with a time sohedule 
established by the animal control commission but in no oase more 
than thirty days after the date of the determination. 

(B) 	 An animal determined to be vicious may be destroyed by the oity 
of Bloomington animal oare and oontrol department when it is 
found e)' the animal oontrol commissioA that the release of the 
animal would create a significant threat to the public health , safety, 
and welfare . 

(C) 	 If it is determined that aA aAimal fouAd to be vioious shall not be 
destroyed. the aAimal oontrol oommission may impose reasonable 
oonditioAs UpOA the o't'mership of the animal that proteot the puelic 
health, safet)' and welfare. 

(D) 	 Deoisions of the animal cOAtrol eommissioA are final. 

(b) 	 If, UpOA investigation, it is determined by the animal oontrol offioer or law 
enferoement offioer that proeable cause e](ists to believe the animal in question 
poses aA immediate threat to puelic safet)', then the animal oontrol officer or law 
enforcement offioer may seize aAd impound the animal pending the hearing to be 
held pursuant to this seotion . The owner/guardiaA of the animal shall ee liable to 
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the oity of BloomiAgtoA aAimal shelter where the dog is imflOtlAded for the oosts 
aAd e)(fleASeS ofkeefliAg the aAimal, if the aAimal is later deolared floteAlially 
daAgerous or vicious. 

(c) 	 A floteAtially daAgerous aAimal, while OA the o't'meriguardiaA's flropert)', shall, at 
all times, be I,eflt iAdoors, or iA a secured eAolosure from which the aAimal caAAot 
esoape, aAd iAto which ohildreA caAAot tresflass. A floteAtiall)' dangerous aAimal 
may ee off the o't'meriguardiaA's flremises oAI), ifit is restraiAed ey a substaAtial 
leash, ofaflflroflriate leAgth, aAd if it is uAder the oOAtrol ofaA adult. 

(d) 	 AIl aAimal that has beeA declared vioious may AOt be keflt OA a floroh , flatio or iA 
aAY flart ofa house or struoture that would allo· .... the aAimal to el(it suoh buildiAg 
OA its OWA volitioA, e)(eeflt to a seeured eAclosure. WheA outside, all vieious 
aAimals must be eOAfiAed iA a secure eAolosure, e)weflt wheA Aecessary to oetaiA 
yeteriAary care. 

(I) 	 All such eAelosures must be adeEjuately lighted aAd ventilated and keflt in 
a oleaA aAd saAitary cOAditioA. 

(2) 	 The eAelosure shall have secure sides aAd a secure tOfl aAd bottom to 
flreveAt the aAimal from esoafliAg over, under, or through Ihe struoture. 

(3) 	 The enclosure shall be I(eflt looked at all Ii Ales to flreveAt uAiAteAtioAal 
ofleniAg. 

(4) 	 The eAclosure shall iAelude suitable shelter and proteotioA from lhe 
elemeAts, ane shall proviee aeeEjuate e)(ereise reom, light, ventilation, aAe 
saAitation. 

(5) 	 The eAolosure shall be appro·.. ea by the eity of BloomiAgtoA aAimal care 
aAd oOAtrol department flrior 10 its usage for cOAfiAemeAt. 

(6) 	 'Nhene",er Aecessity reEjuires a vicious aAimal to be outside of the 
eAclosure, Ihe animal shall be securel)' muzzled aAe restraiAea by a leash 
AOt e)weeding Ihree feet iA leAgth, ,.... ith haAdgrifl, aAa shall be uAder the 
direct control aAa sUflervisioA of the oWAer/guardiaA of the aAimal. 

(e) 	 The oWAer/guardiaA of a flotentially daAgerous or 'v'icious animal shall disfllay 
clearly visible wamiAg sigAs OA all eAtry poiAts to the premises OA which the 
aAimal is maintaiAea wamiAg that a poteAtially daBgerous or \'icious aAimal is 
beiAg harborea OA such flroflerty. In addition, at least OAe sigA shall be flosted OA 
the eAclosure iA which the aAimal is maiAtained . SigAs must inform both childreA 
aAd adults of the preseAce of a potentially daAgerous or vicious animal OA the 
property. 

(0 	 AA)' aAimal olassified as potentiall)' eaAgeroUS or vioious shall not be usea for 
breeding aAa shall be altered b)' a licensed veteriAariaA withiA thirt), days of stt€ft
olassification uAless: 

(I) 	 A liceAsed veterinariaA oerti fies in writiAg that the animal is iAcapable of 
reflroduclioA; or 
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(2) 	 A I!c~nsed ~'eterinarian certifies in writing tAat altering IAe anirnal • .... ould 
ae IRJUFlOUS to tAe aHirnal's AealtH; provided, Aowever, IHat if tAe HealtH 
cOHditioH of tHe aHirnal is of a ternporer)' Hature, tHeH tHe aHirnal sAali ae 
altered irnrnediately after tHe AealtH cOHditioH Aas aeeH correeted. 

(g) 	 If I~e aHirn~1 in questioH dies, or is sold or transferred, tHe o...mer/guardiaH SHall 
Hotl~' tHe ClIy of Bloorn.iHgtoH aHirn~1 care aHd cOHIrol departrneHt of tHe cAaHged 
cOHdltloH aHd Hew 10catlOH of tHe ElfIlrnal in >.witiHg witAiH t.....o workiHg days. 

(H) 	 A~ oWHer/guardiaH ~a)'. suarnit oHe request for recoHsideratioH per year to tHe 
afll~al cOHtrol cornrnlSSIOH to Aave tAe desigHatioH of potentia II)' dangerous or 
VICIOUS rernoved frorn Ais or Her aHirnal. 

(I) 	 TAe applicatioH rnust be iH writiHg. 

(2) 	 THe applicatioH rnllst ae given to tAe city of BloorniHgtoH anirnal care aHd 
cOHtrol departrneHt. 

(3) 	 ~e applicatioH sAali inclt-lde detailed iHforrnatioH aaout Aov., tHe cAange iH 
clrcurnst~nces or rneas~res tal(eH a.y the o"mer/guardian, sucA as traiHiHg 
of the aHlrnal , Aave rnltlgated the Fisk to pualic safet)' . 

(4) 	 The aHirnal cOHtrol cornrnissioH rnay hear e',ideHce, aoth pro aHd eOH, as 
to whether aHd why Ihe desigTlatioH should or should HOt ae rernoved. 

(5) 	 The aHirnal cOHtrol cornrnissioH rna)' rnal(e a decision to rernove or not to 
rernoye sucA desigHation . 

7.24.(}4Q Violations. 

(a) 	 An?' aHirnal ~oHtrol o~fice: rnay issue to aHY persoH iH violatioH of this cHapter a 
Hotl~e of ordlRaHce "'lolatiOH. TAe peHalty estaalisAed in suaSeCtiOH (a) of this 
sectloH. rna)" at t~e discretioH of tAe aHirnal ovmer/guardiaH, be paid to tAe cit), of 
Bloornl~gtoH aHlrnal eare and cOHtrol departrneHt within seveHty two Hours in full 
satls~actlon o~tAe assessed peHalt)'. In tAe event that such payrnent is Hot rnade 
WltHIR the peFiod prescribed, proceediHgs shall be filed in the county eourt of 
cornpeteHt j urisdiclion . 

(b) 	 ::~:ons who violate aH)' proyisioH of this chapter shall ae subject 1O tAe followiHg 

(I) Failure to restraiH, first offeHse, altered aHirnal: twenty dollars. 

FiHes for each subsequeHt offeHse 'n'ithiH Iweh'e oOHsecutive rnoHtAs of 
first offeHse iHorease in iHcrerneHts of twenty dollars per offoHse. 

(2) 	 Failure to restraiH, first offeHse, uHaltered aHirnal: one Aundred dollars. 

However, an o:"Heriguardia.H who agrees to have their dog or cat spayed or 
neuter~d at the;r ~)(peASe pFior to reolairniHg tAe anirnal frorn tAo City of 
BI.oornlHgton ,.nlrnal Care aHd COHtrol Departrnent, will be assessed the fine for j 

failure to restralH , first offense, altered oflwenty dollars. 
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Fines fur eaeh sllbseEjllent f~' . eff< . h' In twelve eenseelltive months ef fi t.~nse wll 
e ense Inerease In Increments ef furt)' dellars per effense. rs 

(3) 	 An animal that has been pre"iellsl ' im d d 
new being redeemed fur the :ecen~ po:n e as a stray e.r at I~rge animal and is 
twelve menths will be reqllired te be~r Sll seqllent redemptIOn Within the last 

j i 

b pa~ment re InEjlllshlng the animal to the evmer/gllardian Sh Id 
De an ISSlle, the City ef Bleemingten Animal Care and Cen~rel ell cost 

epartment ma)' ente . ter the o" 'neF;~~~~:r IR e a. payment agreement with the ewner/gllardian 

City ef ~Ioo~ingtenn":~~:II~ ever :'~nership rights ef the animal te the 
• 	 j , are an entrel Department. 

(4) 	 F~I1llre Ie restrain female animal in heat, firsl effense: ene hllndred dellars. 

Fines fur eaeh sllbseEjllent effense within twel"e '" 
effense are ene hllndred fi fty dell ~ , eonseclltl • e menths of first 

ars per e ense. 

(5) 	 Failllre te restrain vicieus animal or . IIone hundred dellars. petentla y dangereus animal , first offense: 

Fines fer each subseEjuenl ~ 	 ef~ ,.rIth'ense n In twelve censecutive menths ef fi 
e ense are ene hllndred fifty dellars per effense. rst 

(6) 	 :~~u~:lt::est warning signs fer petentially dangereus and/er vicieus animals: 

(7) 	 Failure te netify city ef Bleemingten animal care and centrech~nge efstatus fer petentially dangereus and/er vicieus ani~~~::a:;ye:~~I~rs . 
(8) 	 ::~;::dt~:I~:';:.nt petentially dangereus and/or vicious animal frem breeding: ene 

(A) 

(B) 

Implanted with a micrechip by the Cit)' of BI . " . 

el<pense pner te the City ef Bleeming-ten "nimal CdC I Ian s De rt 1' " <:> are an entrol 

(9) 

(10) 	 Failure te cemply ...... ith any portien efthis cha ,,' , . 
subsectiens (b)( J ) threllgh (9) f th' . pter, not pre deusl) addressed IR
fifle, 	 e IS sectIOn, shall result IR a ene hundred dellar 
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rComment [pmm21]: New Chapler. 
7.26 	POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS !ANIMALS 

Sections: 

Section 7.26.010 Request for declaration. 

Section 7.26.020 Hearing on declaration. 

Section 7.26.030 PotentiaUy dangerous, Levell. 

Section 7.26.040 Potentially dangerous, Level 2. 

Section 7.26.050 Potentially dangerous, Level 3. 

Section 7.26.060 Vicious. 

Section 7.26.070 Immediate threat. 

Section 7.26.080 Euthanization Order. 

Section 7.26.090 Status change. 

Section 7.26.100 Reconsideration. 

Section 7.26.010 Request for declaration. 

(a) 	 If an animal control officer or a law enforcement officer has investigated and 

determined that there exists probable cause to believe that an animal is potentially 

dangerous or vicious, the animal control officer shall request a hearing by the 

animal control commission for the purpose of determining whether or not the 

animal in question should be declared potentially dangerous or vicious. 


(b) 	 The Director of the Animal Care and Control Department can base probable cause 

to believe that an animal is potentially dangerous or vicious offof a complaint 

received from a member of the public, provided the complaint is sworn to and 

verified by the complainant; off of a bite report~; or off of a pol ice report. 


Section 7.26.020 Hearing on declaration. 

(a) 	 The hearing will be held at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the animal 

control commission and shall be open to the public, provided the owner/guardian 

of the animal can be provided at least fourteen (14) days advance notice of the 

hearing. 


(b) 	 The owner/guardian of the animal shall be served with written notice of the 

hearing and a copy of any complaints received by certified mail or in person. The 

notice shall include the following: 


(1) 	 The date, time and location of the hearing; 

(2) 	 A statement that the owner/guardian, or his or her legal counsel, may 

present evidence and testimony as to why the animal should not be 

declared potentially dangerous or vicious. 
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(c) 	 The animal control commission may consider all relevant evidence, including 
incident reports, affidavits of witnesses, and whether the incident reasonably 
indicates whether or not the animal in question is potentially dangerous and/or 
vicious in ordinary circumstances where the average person coul.d not reasonably 
be expected to foresee and take measures to prevent injury. 

(d) 	 The animal control commission may decide all issues for or against the 
owner/guardian of the animal even ifthe owner/guardian of the animal fails to 
appear at the ~earingJ. 

(e) 	 The Commission shall issue findings of fact to support its ruling. 

(0 	 The findings of fact shall be given to the owner/guardian, or his or her legal 
counsel, by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the 
owner/guardian's address, or his or her legal counsel's address. Immediately upon 
the mailing of the Commission's findings of fact, the animal shall be classified as 
potentially dangerous or vicious. Concurrently, the Director shall notify the 
owner/guardian of the declaration in person or by phone. 

(g) 	 The Commission, in rendering its decision and in issuing its findings of fact, has 
the authority to attach any and all reasonable conditions to its decision. To that 
end, the Commission may impose conditions on owners/guardians regarding the 
types of enclosures to be used, the types of restraint systems to be used, and other 
such things in order to ensure that the both the animal and the public are safe. 

7.26.030 Potentially dangerous, Level l. 

(a) 	 The animal, while on the owner/guardian's property, shall, at all times, be kept 
indoors, or in a secured enclosure from which the animal cannot escape, and into 
which children cannot trespass. 

(b) 	 Invisible fences are not permitted enclosures. 

(c) 	 The animal may only be off the owner/guardian's premises ifit is restrained by a 
substantial leash, no more than six (6) feet in length, and if it under the control of 
an adult. 

7.26.040 Potentially dangerous, Level 2. 

(a) 	 The animal, while on the owner/guardian's property, shall, at all times, be kept 
indoors, or in a secured enclosure from which the animal cannot escape, and into 
which children cannot trespass. 

(b) 	 Invisible fences are not permitted enclosures. 

(c) 	 The animal may only be off the owner/guardian's premises if it is restrained by a 
substantial leash, no more than six (6) feet in length, and if it under the control of 
an adult. 

(d) 	 The animal must be altered by a licensed veterinarian within thirty days of such 
designation unless: 
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(1) A licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that the animal is incapable of 
reproduction; or 

(2) A licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that altering the animal would 
be injurious to the animal's health; provided, however, that if the health 
condition of the animal is of a temporary nature, then the animal shall be 
altered immediately after the health condition has been corrected; 

(e) 

(3) The Commission renders a specific finding offact that alteration of the 
animal is not require~. 

The animal must be implanted with a microchip. 

Comment [pmm23]: This allows the 
Commission to issue a ruling that 
foregoes the necessity of alteration. 

7.26.050 Potentially dangerous, Level 3. 

(a) 	 The animal, while on the owner/guardian's property, shall, at all times, be kept 
indoors, or in a secured enclosure from which the animal cannot escape, and into 
which children cannot trespass. No secured enclosure may be used unless and 
until the City of Bloomington Animal Care and Control Department approves the 
enclosure. 

(b) 	 Invisible fences are not pennitted enclosures. 

(c) 	 The animal may only be off the owner/guardian's premises if it is restrained by a 
substantial leash, no more than six (6) feet in length, and if it under the control of 
an adult. 

(d) 	 The animal must be altered by a licensed veterinarian within thirty days of such 
designation unless: 

(l) 	 A licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that the animal is incapable of 
reproduction; or 

(2) 	 A licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that altering the animal would 
be injuriolls to the animal's health; provided, however, that if the health 
condition of the animal is of a temporary nature, then the animal shall be 
altered immediately after the health condition has been corrected. 

(e) 	 The animal must be implanted with a microchip. 

(f) 	 Clearly visible warning signs shall be displayed on all entry points to the premises 
on which the animal is maintained warning that a potentially dangerous animal is 
being harbored on such property. 

(I) 	 At least one of the signs shall be posted on the enclosure in which the 
animal is maintained. 

(2) 	 Signs must inform both children and adults of the presence ofa potentially 
dangerous animal on the property. 
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7.26.060 Vicious. 

(a) 	 The animal, while on the owner/guardian's property, shall, at all times, be kept 
indoors, or in a secured enclosure from which the animal cannot escape, and into 
which children cannot trespass. No secured enclosure may be used unless and 
until the City of Bloomington Animal Care and Control Department approves the 
enclosure. 

(b) 	 Invisible fences are not permitted enclosures. 

(c) 	 The animal may only be off the owner/guardian's premises ifit is restrained by a 
substantial leash, of appropriate length, is muzzled, and if it under the control of 
an adult. 

(d) 	 The animal must be altered by a licensed veterinarian within thirty days of such 
designation unless: 

(I) 	 A licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that the animal is incapable of 
reproduction; or 

(2) 	 A licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that altering the animal would 
be injurious to the animal's health; provided, however, that if the health 
condition of the animal is of a temporary nature, then the animal shall be 
altered immediately after the health condition has been corrected. 

(e) 	 The animal must be implanted with a microchip. 

(f) 	 Clearly visible warning signs shall be displayed on all entry points to the premises 
on which the animal is maintained warning that a potentially dangerous animal is 
being harbored on such property. 

(1) 	 At least one of the signs shall be posted on the enclosure in which the 
animal is maintained. 

(2) 	 Signs must infonn both children and adults of the presence of a potentially 
dangerous animal on the property. 

7.26.070 Immediate threat. 

If it is determined by an animal control officer or a law enforcement officer that probable 
cause exists to believe an animal poses an immediate threat to public safety, then an animal 
control officer or law enforcement officer may seize and impound the animal pending the 
hearing described in this Chapter. 

(a) 	 Any animal so seized shall be held until the Animal Control Commission renders 
a decision in accordance with this Chapter. 

(b) 	 The owner/guardian of the animal shall be liable to the City of Bloomington for 
the costs and expenses of keeping the animal, if the animal is later declared by the 
Commission to be potentially dangerous or vicious. 
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7.26.080 Eutbanization. 

If an animal is declared vicious in accordance with this Chapter, the Animal Control 
Commission may order the animal humanely euthanized if the Commission finds that releasing 
the animal may create a significant threat to the public health, safety or welfare. 

7.26.090 Status change. 

If an animal designated under this Chapter dies, sold, transferred or moved to a different 
location, the owner/guardian shall notify the City of Bloomington Animal Care and Control 
Department ofthe changed status and new location of the animal. 

(I) 	 The notice of status change must be done in writing; and 

(2) 	 Must be provided to the Department within two business days of the change. 

7.26.100 Reconsideration. 

An owner/guardian may submit a request for reconsideration to the Animal Control 
Commission to have the designation of potentially dangerous removed from his or her animal. 

(a) 	 Owners/guardians of level I or 2 potentially dangerous dogs may submit one 
request for reconsideration upon the expiration of one year from the date of 
designation, provided no further violations of this Title have occurred. 

(b) 	 Owners/guardians ofa level 3 potentially dangerous dogs or a vicious dog may 
submit one request for reconsideration upon the expiration of three years from the 
date of designation, provided no further violations of this Title have occurred. 
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7.28 	NUISANCE 

Sections: 

7.28.010 Public nuisance prohibited. 

7.28.020 Vielatiens. 

7.28.010 Public nuisance prohibited. 

No owner/guardian/colony caretaker shall fail to exercise due care and control of his or 
her animals to prevent them from becoming a public nuisance. 

7.28.020 Vielatiens. 

(a) 	 AA)' aAimal cOAtrol officer ma), issl:Ie to aAY !"ersoA iA violatioA of this chapter a 
Aotice of ordiAaAce violatioA. The pCAalty establishcd iA sl:lbsectioA (b) of this 
section may, at the discretion of the animal ovmer/gl:lardian, be paid to the cit)· of 
8100mington animal care and control department 'within seventy two hOl:lrs iA full 
satisfactioA of thc assessed peAalt)'. IA the eveAt that sl:lch !"aymcAt is AOt made 
v.'ithin the period prescribed, proceediAgs shall be filed in the COl:lAt)' COl:lrt of 
competeAt jl:lrisdictioA. 

(b) 	 Persons who 'violate aAY provisioA of this chapter shall be Sl:lbjcct to a fine of fifty 
dollars for the first o'ffense, with the fine of each sl:lbseql:lent offeAse of this 
chapter inoreasiAg by an inoremeAt of fi fty dollars. 

(c) 	 IA the event the person has no additioAal violatioAs of this chapter for a period of 
twelve consecl:lti~'e mOAths, the fine for any violatioA of this chapter after that 
period shall be fifty dollars for the first offeAse, , .... ith the fiAe for each sl:lbseql:lent 
offense increasing by aA iAoremeAt of fi fty dollars . 
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7.32 	IMPOUNDMENT 

Sections: 

7.32.010 Animals to be impounded. 

7.32.020 Jurisdiction of animal control officer for impoundment. 

7.32.030 Notice of impoundment. 

7.32.040 Impounded animals - Reclamation. 

7.32.010 Animals to be impounded. 

(a) 	 At-large animals (with the exception of altered cats that are wearing identification 
or are ear-tipped or tattooed in the case of feral cats and are not a public 
nuisance), nuisance animals, animals suspected of being neglected, subjected to 
cruelty or abandoned, and animals which have bitten persons or other animals 
may be taken by law enforcement or animal control officers and impounded in the 
city of Bloomington animal shelter. 

(b) 	 In lieu of impounding an animal which is at large or a public nuisance according 
to this title, the law enforcement officer or animal control officer may issue to the 
known owner/guardian/colony caretaker of such animal a notice of ordinance 
violation and may return the animal to the owner/guardian/colony caretaker's 
property if the animal can be secured safely. 

7.32.020 Jurisdiction of animal control officer for impoundment. 

The jurisdiction of animal control officers for purposes of enforcing this chapter shall 
include, in addition to the municipality of Bloomington itself; all land within four miles of its 
corporate limits. 

7.32.030 Notice of impoundment. 

(a) 	 If the owner/guardian/colony caretaker of an impounded animal can be identi fied, 
the senior animal control officer Director of Animal Care & Control or his or her 
designees shall immediately upon impoundment notify the owner/guardian/colony 
caretaker in-person or by telephone or mai I. 

(b) 	 Animals whose owners/guardians/colony caretakers are not identifiable or cannot 
be noti fied after reasonable effort shall be held for five calendar days from the 
date of impoundment, not counting officially recognized holidays, before 
becoming the property of the city . 

(c) 	 Animals whose owners/guardians/colony caretakers have been notified and who 
do not reclaim their animals within the five-day stray period shall also become the 
property of the city unless the owner/guardian of the animal posts a five 
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hundred fifty-dollar bond with the city controller prior to the expiration of the 
five-day stray period to provide for the animal's care and keeping. 

(I) 	 The bond must be valid for thirty days. 

(2) 	 The owner/guardian may renew a bond by posting a new bond in the 
amount of six hundred dollars prior to the expiration of the original bond, 
but may only do so once. 

(3) 	 If a bond expires and is not renewed, the animal becomes the property of 
the city . 

(d ) Any stray animals found as part ofa litter of two or more shall become the 
property of the city and may be placed for adoption or humanely euthanized if not 
claimed by the owner/guardian within three days of impoundment. 

(e) 	 Any stray animal found with severe medical conditions and/or injuries shall be 
assessed by a veterinarian, whenever possible. Whenever possible, humane care 
will be provided in order to allow the animal to remain comfortable for the 
duration of the stray period. However, when an animal's injuries or illnesses are 
so severe such that the animal cannot be maintained in a comfortable fashion, the 
animal may be euthanized prior to the end of the stray period. 

(f) 	 Any medical expenses incurred while any animal except an ear-tipped or tattooed 
cat is in the care of the city shall be the responsibility of the owner/guardian 
should the owner/guardian be identified. 

(g) 	 Animals that are the property of the city may be placed for adoption or humanely 
euthanized. 

7.32.040 Impounded animals - Reclamation. 

(a) 	 AA ovmer/gtJardiaA reclaimiAg aA impotJAded aAimal shall pay a board fee as 
follo ..... s, iA additioA to a fee of seveA dollars fer ~'acciAatioAs of reclaimed eats 
aAd dogs: 

(I) Dog, impotJAded for I 5 days 	 $10.00 per day 

(2) Dog, impotJAded fer 6 or more days 	 $20 .00 per day 

(3) Cat or ferret, impotJAded fer I 5 days 	 $5 .00 per day 

(4) Cat or ferret, impotJAded for 6 or more days 	 $10 .00 per day 

(5) Horses, goats, pigs, potJltry 	 $10.00 per day 

(6) Other aAimals 	 $5 .00 per day 

(b) 	 The eit)' ofBloomiAgloA aAimal eare aAd eOAtrol deparlmeAt may agree to waive 
some or all of its fiAes aAd fees at the discretioA of the director if the 
oWAer/gtJardiaA of SA tJAsltered aAimal agrees to have the aAimal spayed or 
AetJlered as a cOAditioA of its release. 
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(c) 	 A person may reclaim an animal in the custody of the city of Bloomington animal 
care and control department upon providing the following: 

(I) 	 Proof of ownership or the authority to act as the owner's agent; 

(2) 	 Identification , such as a driver's license; 

(3) 	 Payment of redemption fee and any other service/medical fees, as 
approved by the director of Bloomington animal care and control. 

(d) 	 An animal that has been a previol:Jsly impol:Jnded, stray or at large animal and is 
now being redeemed foF the second or sl:Jbseql:Jent redemption within the last 
Melve months will be reql:Jired to be: 

(I) 	 Implanted with a microchip by the city of 8100mington animal care and 
control department at the ownerlgwlrdian's expense for the pmpose of 
futI:Jre identification and recovery; and 

(2) 	 Spayed or nel:Jtered b)' a licensed veterinarian at the ovmerlguardian's 
expense prior to the shelteF relinql:Jishing the animal to the 
owner/guardian. Should cost be an issl:Je, the city of Bloomington animal 
care and control department may enter into a payment agreement with the 
owner/guardian or the o'Nner/guardian may sign over ownership rights of 
the animal to the city of Bloomington animal care and control department. . 
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Chapter 7.36 ANIMAL CARE 

Sections: 

7.36.010 Giving animals as prizes. 

7.36.020 Poisoning animals. 

7.36.025 Cruelty, abuse and neglect of animals. 

7.36.030 Motor vehicle accidents involving animals. 

7.36.040 Use of devices to induce performance. 

7.36.050 General animal care. 

7.36.060 Specific animal care provisions for animals used for drawing vehicles. 

7.36.070 Abandonment. 

7.36.010 Giving animals as prizes. 

(a) 	 No person shall give away any live animal, fish , reptile, or bird as a prize for, or 
as an inducement to enter any contract, game, or other competition, or as an 
inducement to enter a place of amusement; or offer such vertebrate as an incentive 
to enter into any business agreement in which the offer was for the purpose of 
attracting trade. 

(b) 	 No person shall auction any live animal, except domestic livestock. 

(c) 	 Violations. Any animal control officer may issue to any person in ','iolation of this 
section a notice of ordinance violation. The penalt)' established in subsection (d) 
of this section may, at the discretion of the animal ovmeriguardian, be paid to the 
city of Bloomington animal care and control department within seventy 1''''0 hours 
in full satisfaction of the assessed penalty. In the event that such payment is not 
made within Ihe period prescribed, proceedings shall be filed in Ihe count)' court 
of competent jurisdiction. 

(d) 	 Persons who violate any provision ofll'lis seetion shall be subjeet to a fine of one 
hundred dollars for each offense. 

7,36.020 Poisoning animals, 

No person shall expose any known poisonous substance, whether mixed with food or not, 
so that it shall be likely to be eaten by any animal ; provided, that it shall not be unlawful for a 
person to expose on his or her own property common rat or mouse poison, unmixed or mixed 
only with vegetable substances. Persons who '>,iolate this section shall be subject to a fine of up 
to two thousand fi\'e hundred dollars for each offense. 
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7.36.025 Cruelty, abuse and neglect of animals. 

(a) 	 No person shall torture, beat, mutilate or neglect an animal resulting in serious 
injury or death to the animal. Persons who ,'iolate this seotion shall be subjeot to a 
fine of two thousand five hundred dollars fer eash offense, 

(b) 	 No person shall torture, beat, mutilate or neglect an animal resulting in injury or 
pain to the animal. 

7,36.030 Motor vehicle accidents involving animals. 

Any person, who, as the operator of a motor vehicle, strikes a dog or cat, shall at once 
report the accident to the appropriate law enforcement agency or the city of Bloomington animal 
care and control department. Persons who violate this seotion shall be subjeet to a fine of fifty 
dollars for eaoh offense, 

7.36.040 Use of devices to induce performance. 

No permanent or temporary animal exhibition or circus shall be permitted in which 
animals are induced or encouraged to perform through the use of chemical , mechanical , 
electrical , or manual devices in a manner that is likely to cause physical injury or suffering, 
Persons who violate this seotion shall be subjeot to a fine of two thousand five hundred dollars 
for eaoh offense. 

7.36.050 General animal care. 

(a) 	 Every owner/guardian/colony caretaker of an animal within the city shall see that 
his or her animal : 

(I) 	 Is kept in a clean, sanitary , and healthy manner and is not confined so as to 
be forced to stand , sit, or lie in its own excrement; 

(2) 	 Has proper and adequate food , water, shelter, and protection from the 
weather; 

(3) 	 If kept in an enclosure, ensure that the enclosure is appropriate to their 
species and/or breed. Such enclosure is to be constructed in a manner to 
enable the animal to remain clean and dry , to prevent the animal's injury 
or escape, and to be able to be disinfected . However, no flooring may be 
used to house dogs or cats which would allow their feet or legs to fall 
through and all enclosures shall contain an area that allows the animal to 
be on a solid surface; and 

(4) 	 Ifdiseased or injured, receives care as necessary to prevent suffering and, 
if diseased, is segregated from other animals so as to prevent the 
transmittal of the disease to other animals . 

(b) 	 Any domestic pet or feral cat that is owned or harbored and habitually kept 
outside or repeated Iy left outside unattended by an adult person for such periods 
of time as may cause suffering or endanger the health or well-being of the animal 
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shall be provided with a structurally sound, moistureproof and windproof shelter 
large enough to keep the animal reasonably clean and dry and provide adequate 
protection from the cold and heat. Shelter must be placed in a dry area free of 
debris, feces and standing water. 

(c) 	 If multiple animals are present in one location, each animal must have access to 
shelter and the owner/guardian/colony caretaker must meet all standards for each 
animal, as detai led in this section. 

(d) 	 The shelter must have bedding to provide insulation and protection against cold 
and dampness and promote the retention of body heat. 

(e) 	 Appropriate medical care and grooming of animals must be provided. 

(f) 	 No chain or tether shall weigh more than one-eighth of the animal's body weight. 

(g) 	 Any chain or tether shall be at least ten feet in length and have swivels on both 
ends. 

(h) 	 Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fining buckle-type collar or 
harness worn by the animal. Choke collars and pinch collars are prohibited for 
purposes of tethering an animal to a stationary object or cable run . A person may 
not wrap a chain or tether around an animal's neck. A chain or tether used to 
restrain an animal must, by design and placement, be unlikely to become 
entangled. 

(i) 	 It shall be unlawful for the owner/guardian/colony caretaker of any animal to keep 
or maintain the animal on a tether for a period of more than ten continuous hours 
and no more than twelve hours in any twenty-four hour period, or for any duration 
under conditions, which threaten the health, or well-being of the animal. 

U) 	 Any chain or tether shall be of appropriate length configuration to: 

(1) 	 Confine the animal to the owner/guardian/colony caretaker'S property; 

(2) 	 Prevent the animal from advancing to the edge of any public right-of-way; 

(3) 	 Prevent the chain or tether from extending over an object or an edge that 
could result in injury or strangulation of the animal; and/or 

(4) 	 Prevent the chain or tether from becoming entangled with other objects or 
animals. 

(k) 	 It shall be unlawful for the owner/guardian/colony caretaker of any animal to keep 
or maintain the animal on a tether under any of the following conditions: 

(1) 	 At a vacant property; and/or 

(2) 	 Between the hours of II :00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

(I) 	 It shall be unlawful for the owner/guardian/colony caretaker of any unaltered 
animal which is six months of age or older to allow the animal to be tethered. 

(tm) 	 A muzzle may not be worn continuously as a means for controll ing barking. 

(k:n) 	 A person may not restrain an animal in a manner that does not allow the animal to 
have access to necessary shelter, water and food. 
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(~o) A person may not restrain an animal in a manner that allows the animal to move 
outside property owned, lawfully occupied or controlled by the person. 

(mp) 	 Any person who owns or harbors any intact female dog or cat shall, during the 
period that such animal is in heat or in estrus, shall keep such dog or cat in a 
secured area that prevents a male dog or cat from having access to such female, 
except for controlled breeding permitted by the owner/guardian/colony caretaker 
of the female. Additionally, the female dog or cat shall not be chained or tethered 
in a manner that prevents her from defending hersel f or from avoiding a mate. 

(IKJ) 	 It shall be unlawful for any person to place or confine or allow any animal to be 
confined in such a manner that it must remain in a motor vehicle, trailer or pet 
carrier under such conditions for such periods of time as may cause suffering or 
endanger the health or well-being of the animal due to extreme temperatures or 
lack of food or water. 

(er) 	 No person shall intentionally or unintentionally cause or allow the breeding of 
more than one litter per female cat or dog in a twelve-month period. 

(p) 	 Aft)' animal control officer may issue to any person in violation of tRis section a 
notioe efordinance violation. TRe penalty established in subsection (q) oftRis 
section ma)', at tRe disoretion oftRe animal o ..... ner/guardian/oolony caretaker, be 
paid to tRe city of Bloomington animal care and control department witRin 
se'/enty 1'.'1'0 Rours in full satisfaction of IRe assessed penalty. In tRe event tRat 
SUCR payment is not made witRin tRe period prescribed, proceedings shall be filed 
in tRe count)' court ofoompelenl jurisdiction. 

(q) 	 Persons WRO violate any provision oftRis seotion sRal1 be subject to a fine of fifty 
dollars for eaCR offense. 

7.36.060 Specific animal care provisions for animals used for drawing vehicles. 

(a) 	 In addition to the provisions set out in Section 7.36.050, "General animal care," of 
this chapter, every owner/guardian of an animal used to draw a vehicle for hire 
within the city shall see that: 

(I) 	 The animal has adequate flesh and muscle tones; 

(2) 	 The hooves of the animal are properly trimmed and shod within every 
eight weeks of work. Acceptable horseshoes for this work are limited to 
Borium-studded type or polyurethane (plastic), studs optional. Records 
must be kept for twelve months by the owner/guardian of the dates and the 
name of the blacksmith who shod the animal; 

(3) 	 The animal is groomed daily; 

(4) 	 The animal is not over-ridden, driven, or kept, to result in overheating or 
exhaustion. Animals shall not be worked during the middle of the 
afternoon during hot days when livestock warnings are issued . Whenever 
possible during warm weather, the driver shall park in the shade. Animals 
shall not be worked more than two hours without being given a thirty
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minute rest period. Maximum working period for anyone animal shall be 
ten hours out of every twenty-four hours, and any five out of seven 
consecutive days; 

(5) 	 No animal may be whipped by a driver with more than a light touch by a 
light whip or in a manner that causes injury or suffering; 

(6) 	 The speed at which any animal is driven shall not exceed a trot; 

(7) 	 The animals shall not be left unattended on a street or public way; 

(8) 	 The harness, bridle, saddle, and any other equipment required or in use is 
properly fitted , in good working order, free of makeshift design, and used 
so as in no way causes pain or injury to the animal. Twisted wire snaffles, 
and spurs are not permitted. 

(b) 	 ,'\fly animal control officer may issue to an)' person in violation of tRis section a 
notice of ordinance violation. TRe penalty establisRed in subsection (d) oftRis 
seotion may, at tRe discretion of tRe animal owner/guardian, be paid to tRe oity of 
Bloomington animal care and oontrol department witRin seventy two ROurs in full 
satisfaotion of tRe assessed penalty. In tRe event tRat sucR payment is not made 
witRin tRe period prescribed, proceedings sRali be filed in tRe county oourt of 
competentjurisdiotion . 

(c) 	 To protect the health and safety of the animal and the public, upon a finding that 
an animal is sick, injured, lame, malnourished, or in any other condition that 
renders it unfit for drawing a vehicle for hire, any animal control officer may 
issue an order that the animal is deemed unfit for work and order it removed from 
the vehicle and the city streets; sueR order may be appealed witRin fort), eigRt 
Rours to tRe animal control commission ' ....hich sRall , upon Rearing all evidences, 
confirm OF deny tRe order of tRe animal control offieer. 

(d) 	 Persons ViRO violate any provision oftRis section sRall be subject to a fine offift), 
dollars for eacR offense. 
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7.40 	 WILD ANIMALS, EXOTIC ANIMALS & PROHIBITED 
REPTILES 

Sections: 

7.40.010 Keeping wild or exotic animals. 

7.40.020 Exeeptions Keeping prohibited reptiles. 

7.40.030 Violations. 

7.40.0 I 0 Keeping wild or exotic animals. 

No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his or her premises any wild or exotic 
animal for any purpose, except as provided in Seotion 7.40.020 of this chapter. This section shall 
not be construed to apply to zoological parks, circuses, animal exhibitions , research laboratories, 
licensed wildlife rehabilitators, or a wildlife educators who is in possession of all necessary 
federal or state licenses, permits, andlor approvals. 

7.40.020 Exeeptions Keeping prohibited reptiles. 

Any person owning a wild animal prior to the enactment of this chapter shall be 
permitted to oontinue ownership of the animal; provided, that he registers the animal with the 
animal control oommission within six ·",.oel(s after enaotment of this chapter. A oopy of this 
registration must be kept by the oViAeriguardian for as long as the porson owns the animal as 
e'/idence of possession of the animal prior to the enactment of this ohapte~. 

No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his or her premises any reptile herein listed 
for any purpose. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, circuses, 
animal exhibitions, research laboratories, licensed wildlife rehabilitators, or licensed educations. 

(a) Any reptile on the federal endangered or threatened species list or on the 
convention or international trade in endangered species list; 

(b) Any venomous reptile, including front- or rear-fanged reptiles; 

(c) Any python of a species which naturally exceeds twelve (12) feet in length; 

(d) All crocodilians, including alligators, caimans, and crocodiles; 

(e) Monitor lizards; 

(f) Anacondas; 

(g) Any reptile of a species native to Indiana; or 

(h) Any reptile protected by state or federal , Ia~. 

7.40.030 Violations. 
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(a) 	 Any animal control officer may issue to any person in violation of this chapter a 
notice of ordinanoe violation. The penalt)' established in subseotion (b) of this 
section may, at the discretion of the animal owner/guardian, be paid to the oity of 
Bloomington animal oare and oontrol department ,.,.. ithin seventy two hours in full 
satisfaction of the assessed penalty . In the event that such payment is not made 
within the period prescribed, proceedings shall be filed in the county court of 
oompetent jurisdiotion. 

(b) 	 Persons who violate any provision of this seotion shall be subject to a fine of five 
hundred dollars for each offense. 
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7.42 REPTILES 


8eetions: 

7.42.1)) 0 RegistFiltion Pet shops. 

7.42.020 Registration Others. 

7.42.030 Registration Changes in harboring address. 

7.42.040 Lost or impounded reptiles. 

7.42.050 Violations. 

7.42.010 Registration Pet shops. 

(a) 	 /\ny pet shop intending to harbor, sell , trade. or in any way distribute reptiles 
"'lithin the city must register "'lith the city of Bloomington animal care and control 
department. in writing, of such intention before any reptiles may be harbored. 
sold. traded, or distributed. 

(b) 	 Any pet shop harboring, selling, trading or in any wa)' distributing reptiles within 
the city shall mal,e available for inspection by the cit)' of Bloomington animal 
care and control department, an inventory of the number and type of reptiles 
received, the number and type distributed b)' sale. trade, death or in any other 
manner, and the number and type on hand. 

(c) 	 \Vheneyer an)' pet shop sells. trades or in an)' way distributes an exotic snalle (not 
nati\'e to the United 8tates) within the cit)" it shall complete a form pro\'ided b)' 
the city of Bloomington animal care and control department indicating the type of 
e)(otic snake. the person taking possession of the snalle and the address v"here the 
snal,e will be harbored. There will be no fee for said registration. 

7.42.020 Registration Others. 

Any person harboring an exotic snake within the city who acquired the snake from an)' 
source other than a registered pet shop. must register the snake with the cit)' of Bloomington 
animal care and control department. 8uch registration shall consist of the name of the 
owner/guardian and the address where the snake will be harbored. There will be no fee for said 
registration. 

7.42.030 Registration Changes in harboring address. 

It shall be the responsibility of each owner/guardian of an exotic snake to inform the eity 
of Bloomington animal care and control department whenever the address at which a snake is 
being harbored changes for any reason. These reasons include. but are not limited to: death. loss, 
sale, transfer. or if the owner/guardian of the snake moves. 
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Chapter 7.44 RABIES 

Sections: 

7.44.010 Rabies vaccination required. 

7.44.020 Animals biting persons. 

7.44.030 Animals biting animals. 


7.44.QSQ EuthoHizotioH of stfO)' oHimols. 


7.44.Q()Q ViolotioHs. 


7.44.010 Rabies vaccination required. 

It is unlawful to own or harbor a dog, cat or ferret over the age of three months without a 
valid rabies vaccination. Feral cats are excluded from the rabies vaccination requirement. 

7.44.020 Animals biting persons. 

fa1 	 If aR &WHe6 dog, cat or ferret has bitten a person, the animal shall be impounded 
in the city of Bloomington animal shelter, veterinary hospital, or kennel approved 
by a city animal control officer, at the animal owner/guardian/colony caretaker's 
expense. This impoundment shall be for a period of ten days in order to determine 
whether or not the animal has rabies. If the animal dies during this ten-day period, 
it shall, at the animal owner/guardian/colony caretaker's expense, be sent to the 
proper authorities to determine whether or not it was rabid. Other animals which 
have bitten a person shall be handled in accordance with the current compendium 
for animal rabies control, with all expenses being the responsibility of the animal 's 
owner/guardian/colony caretaker. 

(b) 	 ,'\fl ovmer/guardiaR reclaimiRg aR impouRded bite ease aRimal, haviRg beeR 
boarded at the oit), of BloomiRgtoR aRimal shelter, shall pay a board fee as 
fello'Ns: 

(-ttf}eg 	 $10.00 per da)' 

(2) Cat or ferret 	 $5.00 per day 

(e) 	 PersoRs failiRg to quaraRtine an owned animal that has bilten a perSOR shall be 
subject to a fine, as specified iR SeetioR 7.44.060 of this chapter. 

52 



7.44.030 Animals biting animals. 

(a) 	 If an animal has bitten another domestic pet, and the animal is current on its rabies 
vaccination, the animal need only be impounded at the discretion of a city animal 
control officer,. 

(b) 	 If an animal has bitten another domestic pet and the animal is not current on its 
rabies vaccination, the animal shall be quarantined . 

(c) 	 tThe animal may be impounded in the city of Bloomington animal shelter, 
veterinary hospital, or kennel approved by a city animal control officer, at the 
animal owner/guardian's expense. The conditions of the impound shall be the 
same as in Section 7.44.020 of this chapter. 

7.44.050 EutboRizotioR of stro)' "Rimals. 

If a stray dog, cat or ferret has bitten a person or animal, it shall be confined in the city of 
Bloomington animal shelter for fiye days onl)'. At the end of the five day period, if unclaimed, 
the animal shall be euthani'led, and its brain senl to the Indiana Department of Health Rabies 
Laboratory for diagnostic tests . 

7.44.060 VialatioMo 

Unless otherwise provided for by state statute, persons who violate any provision of this 
chapter shall be subject to a fine of up to two hundred dollars for each offense. 
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Chapter 7.48 ADOPTED ANIMALS 

Sections; 

7.48.0) 0 Adsfltisn fees. 

7.48.~10 Spaying and neutering of adopted animals. 

7.48.030 Vislatisns. 

7.48.0)0 Adsfltion fees. 

(a) 	 The fee to adopt any animal shall be as listed in the table fouRd in this sectioR. 
The adoption fee must be paid prior to the animal being taken to his or her new 
fleme.:. 

Domestic Animals 


Dogs and cats under 5 years of age 


Dogs aRd cats over 5 years of age 


Rabbits aRd ferrets 


Goats, pigs, horses, elc. 


Parakeets/FiRches 

Lovebirds/Cockatiels 


Reptiles 


Small ARimals 


GuiRea pigs 

--Mt€e 

-Rats 


HamsteriGerbi Is 


(b) 	 In order to help more compaRion aRimals fiRd suitable homes, the director of the 
cit)' of BloomiRgtoR aRimal care aRd cORtrol departmeRt has the discretioR to raise 
or lower the adoptioR fees uRder the followiRg circumstaRces: 

(I) 	 Adoptions of animals >.",hich have ineurred extraordinary e)(peRSeS while 
under the shelter'S care; 

(2) 	 Adoptions of hard to adopt animals or of foster animals by foster parents; 

(3) 	 Adoptions by breed rescue organizations or transfers to humane 
associations; or 
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(4) 	 AdoptioAs through special promotioAs or wheA the IleAAel is full. 

The director shall iAform the aAimalcoAtrol commissioA ofaA)' such adjustmeAts 
at their mOAthly meetiAg. 

7.48.0~10 Spaying and neutering of adopted animals. 

Any dog, cat, rabbit or ferret adopted from the city of Bloomington animal shelter shall 
be spayed or neutered by a veterinarian prior to being taken to his or her new home. The city of 
Bloomington animal care and control department shall assume the cost of the spay or neuter 
operation. If a veterinarian should determine that the dog, cat, rabbit or ferret is physically unable 
to undergo such an operation at the current time, the dog, cat, rabbit or ferret is to be neutered or 
spayed as soon as the veterinarian determines it is able. 

7.48.030 Violations. 

(a) 	 AAY aAimal cOAtrol officer may issue to aAY persoA iA violatioA of this chapter a 
Aotioe ofordiAaAce violatioA. The peAalt)' established iA subseetioA (b) of this 
seetioA may, at the diseretion of the animal owner/guardian, be paid to the cit)' of 
Bloomington animal oare and sOAtrol department 'n'ithin se~'ent)' two hours iA full 
satisfaetioA of the assessed penalty. In the eveAt that sueh pa)'meAt is not made 
withiA the period presoribed, prooeedings shall be filed in the sount)' eourt of 
competeAt jurisdiotion. 

(b) 	 PersoAs who violate an)' provisioA of this seotioA shall be subjeot to a fiAe of Iwo 
hUAdred dollars for eaoh offeAse. 

55 



Chapter 7.52 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sections: 

7.52.0J 0 Disposition offllnds. 

7.52.020 Animal eenslis. 


7.52.OJIO Conflicting ordinances. 


7.52.0JS20 Maximum fines. 


7.52.0430 Severability clause. 


7.52.0540 Animal shelter. 


7.52.0650 Interference with animal control officer - Penalty. 


7.S2.010 Disposition of funds. 

All fees or moneys shall be paid to the cit)' of Bloomington controller, the city of 
Bloomington legal department, the city of Bloomington animal care and control department or 
agents designated by the animal control commission, Money so paid shall be transmitted to the 
cit)' of Bloomington controller and shall be used in carrying out the pro\'isions of this titlo, 

7.52.020 A.nimal eensus. 

Upon enactment of the ordinance codified in this title, the city of Bloomington, at the 
direction of the mayor, '.vith the approval of the common council, rna)' instigate and carry out a 
city wide census for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this title, A census may be held 
once ever)' two years thereafter at the reCjuest of the mayor and common council. The animal 
control commission shall administer the :census, 

7.52.0JI0 Conflicting ordinances. 

All other ordinances of the city of Bloomington that are in conflict with this title are 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

7.52.0JS20 Maximum fines. 

No fine for a single violation of the provisions of this title shall exceed two thousand five 
hundred dollars pursuant to Indiana Code 36-1-3-8(a)( I 0)(8), Fines for second and subsequent 
offenses shall not exceed seven thousand five hundred dollars pursuant to Indiana Code 36-1-3
8(a)( I 0)(8), 
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7.52.0430 Severability clause. 

If any part of this title shall be held invalid , such part shall be deemed severable and the 
invalidity thereof shall not affect the remaining parts of this title. 

7.52.0MO Animal shelter. 

The physical facility known as the city of Bloomington animal shelter shall be under the 
administrative control of the department of public works and shall constitute a division of the 
department. The senior animal oontrol offioer Director of Animal Care and Control and animal 
control commission shall retain all powers and duties conferred by this title for the detailed 
supervision of matters relating to animal control. It is the intent of this title that the animal 
control commission be an advisory body to formulate, adopt and implement policies, principles 
and standards for humane treatment and control of all animals in the city. 

7.52.0650 Interference with animal control officer - Penalty. 

Whoever forcibly assaults, resists, opposes, obstructs, prevents, impedes or interferes 
with any animal control officer while that officer is engaged in the execution of any duties 
required of animal control officers \li'l6ef violates this title shall be fined not more than one 
tholisand dollars per oeOlirrenee. 
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Chapter 7.54 MISCELLANEOUS FEES 

Sections: 

7.54.0] 0 Surrender fees. 

7.54.020 Incinerator fee. 

7.54.030 Commercial animal establishment permit fees. 

7.54.040 Kennel permit fees. 

7.54.050 Intact animal and Jitter permit fees. 

7.54.060 Impounded animal fees. 

7.54.070 Rabies boarding fees. 

7.54.080 Adoption fees. 

7.54.090 Potentially dangerous and vicious animal monitoring fees. 

7.54.]00 Prorating offees. 

7.54.110 Fee waiver. 

7.54.120 Disposition of fees. 

7.54.010 Surrender fees. 

(a) The fee charged to a resident of any county other than Monroe County who 
surrenders an animal(s) to the City of Bloomington Animal Shelter shall be as 
listed in the table below. 

Dogs and cats over six months of age 

Litters of puppies or kittens with five or fewer animals, all of which are younger than six 
months of age 

Litters of puppies or kittens with more than five animals, all of which are younger than 
six months of age 

Animals other than dogs and cats 

$20.00 

$25 .00 

$35.00 

$10.00 

(b) lf an animal over six months of age is surrendered with a litter, both the twenty
dollar adult fee and the litter fee shall be charged. 

(c) Surrender fees may be waived at the discretion of the director of the animal care 
and control department, or his/her designee(s), provided the director believes 
waiver of the surrender fee is in the best interests of the animal(s) being 
surrendered. 
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7.54.020 Incinerator fee. 

The fee to use the City of Bloomington Animal Shelter incinerator shall be fifteen cents 
per pound . The Monroe County Highway Department is exempt from paying this fee. 

7.54.030 Commercial animal establishment permit iree~. 

(a) 	 Fees for commercial animal establishment permits shall be as follows: 

Comment [pmm32]: Fees 
thomselves have nol be changed. All thar 
changed is Ihe location in rhe code 
(formerly localed al 7.16.060). ~ 

(I) For each riding school or stable 

(2) For each auction 

(3) For each zoological park 

(4) For each circus or animal exhibition-transient 

(5) For each animal exhibition-permanent 

(6) For each minor pet shop 

(7) For each major pet shop 

(8) For each nonmunicipal animal shelter/sanctuary 

$100.00 

$500.00 

$500.00 

$1 ,000.00 per day 

$500.00 per year 

$250.00 

$500.00 

$0.00 private/ $0.00 nonprofit 

(b) 	 No fee shall be required of any municipal animal shelter, research laboratory, or 
government-operated zoological park. 

7.54.040 Kennel permit ;fee~ 

(a) 	 The fee for noncommercial kennel permits shall be: 

(1) 	 5-8 altered dogs: $25.00; 

(2) 	 9-12 altered dogs: $50.00; 

(3) 	 13-16 altered dogs: $75.00; 

(4) 	 17-19 altered dogs: $100.00; 

(5) 	 7-11 altered cats: $25 .00; 

(6) 	 12-16 altered cats: $50.00; and 

(7) 	 17-19 altered cats: $75.00. 

(b) 	 The fee for commercial kennel permits shall be: 

(1) 	 Class B, boarding: 

(A) 	 1-25 kennels: $100.00; 

(B) 	 26-50 kennels: $250.00; and 

(C) 	 Additional kennels in increments of25: $200.00 per increment of 
twenty-five. 
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(2) 	 Class C, training: $75.00; and 

(3) 	 Class D, grooming: $50.00. 

(c) 	 No fee shall be required of any veterinary hospital or municipal animal shelter, 
research laboratory or government-operated zoological park. 

(d) 	 Persons whose establishments operate under more than one class, as defined by 
this chapter, shall be required to apply for a permit for each applicable. 

7.54.050 Intact animal and litter permit ee~. 

(a) 	 Fees for intact animal permits shall be: 

(I) 	 1-2 unaltered animals: $50.00; 

(2) 	 3-6 unaltered animals: $100.00; 

(3) 	 7-10 unaltered animals: $150.00; 

(4) 	 11-14 unaltered animals: $200.00; and 

(5) 	 15-19 unaltered animals: $250.00. 

(b) 	 Fees for litter permits shall be: 

(I) 	 First litter in a twelve-month period: $100.00; and 

(2) 	 Additional litters: $150.00/Iitter. 

7.54.060 Impounded animal ~ee~ 

An owner/guardian reclaiming an impounded animal shall pay a board fee as follows, in 
addition to a fee of seven dollars for vaccinations of reclaimed cats and dogs: 

(I) Dog, impounded for 1-5 days 	 $10.00 per day 

(2) Dog, impounded for 6 or more days 	 $20.00 per day 

(3) Cat or ferret, impounded for 1-5 days 	 $5.00 per day 

(4) Cat or ferret, impounded for 6 or more days 	 $10.00 per day 

(5) Horses, goats, pigs, poultry 	 $10.00 per day 

(6) Other animals 	 $5.00 per day 
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I 7.54.070 Rabies boarding ~ees:. 

An owner/guardian reclaiming an impounded bite case animal, having been boarded at 
the city of Bloomington animal shelter, shall pay a board fee as follows: 

(I) Dog $10.00 per day 

(2) Cat or ferret $5.00 per day 

7.54.080 Adoption ~ee~. 

The fee to adopt any animal shall be as listed in the table found in this section. The 
adoption fee must be paid prior to the animal being taken to his or her new home. 

Domestic Animals 

Dogs and cats under 5 years of age $75.00 

Dogs and cats over 5 years of age $55.00 

Rabbits and ferrets $45.00 

Goats, pigs, horses, etc. $20.00 

Birds 

Parakeets/Finches $10.00 

Lovebirds/Cockatiels $20.00 

Reptiles $20.00 

Small Animals 

Guinea pigs $5.00 

Mice $2.00 

Rats $2.00 

Hamster/Gerbils $2.00 

7.54.090 Potentially dangerous and vicious animal monitoring Ire~ 

The fee for monitoring any Level 3 potentially dangerous dog or vicious dog shall be 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per calendar year. 

7.54.100 Prorating ifees:, 

Applicants requiring any of the permits described in this Chapter during the year shall 
pay a prorated fee for the remaining portion of the year. 
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7.54.11 0 Fee Iwaive~. 

(a) 	 In order to help more companion animals find suitable homes, the director of the 
city of Bloomington animal care and control department has the discretion to 
raise, ef lower or iwaive: the adoption fees described in Section 7.54.080 under the 
following circumstances: 

(I) 	 Adoptions of animals which have incurred extraordinary expenses while 
under the shelter's care; 

(2) 	 Adoptions of hard-to-adopt animals or of foster animals by foster parents; 

(3) 	 Adoptions by breed rescue organizations or transfers to humane 
associations; or 

(4) 	 Adoptions through special promotions or when the kennel is full. 

(b) 	 The Director of the City of Bloomington Animal Care and Control Department 
has the discretion to raise, lower or waive any of the permit fees described in this 
Chapter shall he or she deem such an action to be in the best interests of the City 
or its ~itizens. 

(c) 	 The director shall inform the animal control commission of any such adjustments 
at their monthly meeting. 

7.54.l20 Disposition offund* 

All fees or moneys shall be paid to the city of Bloomington controller, the city of 
Bloomington legal department, the city of Bloomington animal care and control department or 
agents designated by the 9RiR'lai eORtrol 6OR'lR'lissioR either of the three Departments. Money so 
paid shall be transmitted to the city of Bloomington controller and shall be used in carrying out 
the provisions of this title. 
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Chapter 7.56 ENFORCEMENT, PENALTIES AND \APPEALS 

Sections: 

Section 7.56.010 Authority. 

Section 7.56.020 Violations. 

Section 7.56.030 Penalties. 

Section 7.56.040 Enforcement procedure. 

Section 7.56.050 Revocation of permits. 

Section 7.56.060 Habitual offender. 

Section 7.56.070 Appeals. 

Section 7.56.010 Authority. 

The Director of the Animal Care and Control Department, or his or her designees, are the 
designated enforcement officials with full authority to investigate, conduct inspections, issue 
notices of violation, and secure remedies, including but not limited to fines and injunctive relief 
for any violation of this Title. 

Section 7.56.020 Violations. 

(a) 	 For purposes of this Title, a violation shall be defined as a violation or failure to 
comply with: 

(I) 	 Any provision or requirement of this Title; or 

(2) 	 Any condition or requirement established or issued by the Animal Control 
Commission. 

(b) 	 Any violation, as defined in Section 7.56.020(a) above, shall be subject to the 
penalties provided in Chapter 7.56, and the City shall have recourse to any 
remedy available in law or equity. 

(c) 	 Each day that a violation continues shall be considered a separate violation for 
purposes of the penalties specified in Chapter 7.56. A violation continues to exist 
until corrected and verified by the Director of the Animal Care and Control 
Department, or his or her designees. Correction includes, but is not limited to: 

(1) 	 Cessation of an unlawful practice; 

(2) 	 Remediation of a violation; 

(3) 	 Payment of fees or fines: or 

(4) 	 Other remedy acceptable to the City. 
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(d) 	 For purposes of issuing penalties and fines in accordance with this Chapter, the 
following persons shall be considered responsible parties, with liability for fines 
and responsibility for the remediation of the violation: 

(I) 	 Owner of animal; 

(2) 	 Guardian of animal: or 

(3) 	 Keeper of animal. 

(e) 	 Colony caretakers shall not be subject to penalties and fines under this Chapter. 

(f) 	 The City Legal Department may institute appropriate action to impose and collect 
fines, fees and/or other penalties; to enforce or defend any action taken pursuant 
to this Title; and to prevent, enjoin, abate, remove or correct any violation of or 
noncompliance of this Title. 

7.56.030 Penalties. 

(a) 	 Any first offense violation that is subject to Chapter 7.56 shall be subject to a civil 
penalty of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) for each 
such violation for a first violation, and any second or subsequent violation that is 
subject to Chapter 7.56 shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than seven 
thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500.00) for each such second or subsequent 
violation. These financial penalties are in addition to any and all other remedies 
available to the City, except where a lesser fine is specified herein. 

(b) 	 The following violations of this Title shall be subject to the fines listed in the 
below table. 

Falsification of Application for a Commercial 
Animal Establishment Permit 

Triple the applicable permit fee for first 
offense. Second and subsequent otTenses 
within twelve consecutive months of the first 
offense shall be double the fine associated with 
the most prior offense. 

Commercial Animal Establishment's Violation Triple the applicable permit fee for first 
of Animal Care Standards in Section 7.16.040 offense. Second and subsequent offenses 

within twelve consecutive months of the first 
offense shall be double the fine associated with 
the most prior offense. 

Commercial Animal Establishment's Violation 
of Chapter 7.16 

Double the applicable permit fee for first 
offense. Second and subsequent offenses 
within twelve months of the first offense shall 
be double the fine associated with the most 
prior offense. 

Operation of a Commercial Animal 
Establishment without a Permit 

$2,500.00 for the first offense. $5,000.00 for 
a second offense in a two year period. 
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$7,500.00 for a third and all subsequent 
offenses in a two year period. 

Falsification of Application for a Kennel Triple the applicable permit fee for fi~ 
Permit offense. Second and subsequent offenses 

within twelve consecutive months of the first 
offense shall be double the fine associated with 
the most prior offense. 

Kennel Permitee's Violation of Animal Care Triple the applicable pennit fee for first 
Standards in Section 7.21.040; 7.21.050; or offense. Second and subsequent offenses 
7.21.057. within twelve consecutive months of the first 

offense shall be double the fine associated with 
the most prior offense. 

Kennel Permitee's Violation of Chapter 7.21 Double the applicable permit fee for first 
offense. Second and subsequent offenses 
within twelve months of the first offense shall 
be double the fine associated with the most 
prior offense. 

Operation of a Kennel without a Permit $2,500.00 for the first offense. $5,000.00 for 
a second offense in a two year period. 
$7,500.00 for a third and all subsequent 
offenses in a two year period. 

Falsification of Application for a Breeder Triple the applicable permit fee for firs! 
Permit . offense. Second and subsequent offenses shall 

be double the fine associated with the most 
prior offense. 

Breeder Permitee's Violation of Consumer Double the applicable permit fee for first 
Protection Requirements in Section 7.22.035 offense. Second and subsequent offenses 

within twelve months of the first offense shall 
be double the fine associated with the most 
prior offense. 

Breeder Permitee's Violation of Chapter 7 .22 Double the applicable permit fee for first 
offense. Second and subsequent offenses 
within twelve months of the first offense shall 
be double the fine associated with the most 
prior offense. 

Double the applicable permit fee for first 
offense. Second and subsequent offenses 
within twelve months of the first offense shall 
be double the fine associated with the most 
prior offense. 

Breeding without a Permit 

$20.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 

Failure to Restrain an Altered Animal 

65 

http:7,500.00
http:5,000.00
http:2,500.00
http:7,500.00


---
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to Restrain an Unaltered Animal $100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense, unless 
the owner has the animal altered, in which case 
the fine shall be that which is associated with 
restraint on an altered animal. 

Allowing an animal to be a public nuisance $50.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Giving animals as prizes $100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Poisoning animals $2,500.00 for the first offense. $5,000.00 for 
a second offense in a two year period. 
$7,500.00 for a third and all subsequent 
offenses in a two year period. 

Cruelty, abuse or neglect of an animal resulting $2,500.00 for the first offense. $5,000.00 for 
in serious injury or death to the animal a second offense in a two year period. 

$7,500.00 for a third and all subsequent 
offenses in a two year period. 

Torturing, beating, mutilating or neglecting an $\,500.00 for the first offense. $3,000.00 for a 
animal which result in injury or pain to the second offense in a two year period. $6,000.00 
animal for a third offense in a two year period. 

$7,500.00 for a fourth and all subsequent 
offenses in a two year period. 

FaHure to report hitting a dog or cat with a $50.00 for the first offense. Second and 
motor vehicle subsequent offenses within twelve months of 

the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Using a device to induce an animal to perform $2,500.00 for the first offense. $5,000.00 for 
a second offense in a two year period. 
$7,500.00 for a third and all subsequent 
offenses in a two year period. 

Violations of General Animal Care Standards $50.00 for the first offense. Second and 
in Section 7.36.050 subsequent offenses within twelve months of 

the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 
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Violations of Provisions for Animals Used to $50.00 for the first offense. Second and 
Draw Vehicles in Section 7.36.060 subsequent offenses within twelve months of 

the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Abandonment of Animal $2,500.00 for the first offense. $5,000.00 for 
a second offense in a two year period. 
$7,500.00 for a third and aU subsequent 
offenses in a two year period. 

Wild Animal Violations in Chapter 7.40 $500.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Reptile Violations in Chapter 7.42 $50.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to Vaccinate an Animal Against Rabies $200.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to Quarantine an Animal in Accordance $200.00 for the first offense. Second and 
with Section 7.44.020 subsequent offenses within twelve months of 

the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to restrain a female in heat $100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to restrain a potentially dangerous or $100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
vicious animal. subsequent offenses within twelve months of 

the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to post warning signs for a potentially $50.00 for the first offense. Second and 
dangerous or vicious animal. subsequent offenses within twelve months of 

the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to notify City of Bloomington Animal $50.00 for the first offense. Second and 
Care and Control Department of a change in I subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
status for a potentially dangerous or vicious the first offense shall be double the fine 
animal. associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to prevent potentially dangerous or $100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
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vicious animal from breeding. the first offense shall be double the 
associated with the most prior offense. 

fine 

Failure to alter potentially dangerous or vicious 
animal in accordance with this Title. 

$100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to comply with a provision of Chapter 
7.26 not specifically addressed in this Table. 

$100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Failure to comply with an Order of the Animal 
Control Commission. 

$100.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shall be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

Habitual offender. $200.00 for the first offense. Second and 
subsequent offenses within twelve months of 
the first offense shaH be double the fine 
associated with the most prior offense. 

(c) 	 Any of the above-described fines can be waived at the discretion of the Director 
of the Animal Care and Control Department, or his or her designees, or by the 
City's Legal Department. 

7.56.040 Enforcement procedure. 

(a) 	 If the Director of the City's Animal Care and Control Department, or his or her 
designees, finds that any violation of this Title is occurring, or has occurred, 
notice shall be given to the responsible party. For purposes of issuing a notice, 
the following persons may be considered responsible parties, with liability for 
fines and responsibility for remediation of the violation: 

(1) 	 The owner of the animal; 

(2) 	 The guardian of the animal; and/or 

(3) 	 The keeper of the animal. 

(b) 	 The notice shall be in writing and shall be served on the responsible parties and 
Shall be in accordance with all of the following: 

(1) 	 Include a description of the animal; 

(2) 	 Include a statement of the violation(s) and why the notice is being issued; 

(3) 	 Include any fines; and 

(4) 	 Inform the responsible party of his or her right to an appeal. 
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(c) The notice shall be deemed properly served if a copy thereof is: 

(I) Delivered personally; 

(2) Mailed via first-class mail, postage prepaid; or 

(3) Posted on the responsible party's last known residence. 

(d) In addition to issuing a notice and fines, the Director of the City's Animal Care 
and Control Department, or his or her designee, may ask the Animal Control 
Commission to revoke any permits issued under this Title. 

Ce) . )n_ ~9_d!!j~f)_ ~~ _i_s~_~j!lg_ ~ }~~~i~ _~!1d__f.i_f)~s! _~!1Y__I!!l_im.!lI__\Vhi_'?h _i_~ _f~.':I,.~~ _t5?_ ~e_ ~ _~t~~)' _. _ 
or at-large animal for a second time within the same twelve-month period is 
required to be: 

(I) Implanted with a microchip by the City of Bloomington Animal Care and 
Control Department at the owner/guardian's expense for the purpose of 
future identification; and 

(2) Spayed or neutered by a licensed veterinarian at the owner/guardian's 
expense prior. 

(3) If the animal has been impounded at the City Animal Shelter it shall be 
implanted with a microchip and spayed or neutered prior to being released 
to its owner/guardian. 

(4) Tfthe animal has not been impounded at the City Animal Shelter it shall be 
implanted with a microchip and spayed or neutered within thirty days of 
its owner/guardian receiving notice that such actions are required . Proof 
of the implantation and spaying or neutering shall be provided to the City 
Shelter within the same thirty day period. 

7.56.050 Revocation of permits. 

(a) 	 The Director of the City's Animal Care and Control Department may ask the 
Animal Control Commission to revoke any permit issued under this Title if the 
permit holder is found to have violated this Title or any other applicable law or 
ordinance, or ceases to posses the qualifications required for permitting 
hereunder, or has made a false material statement in the application, or otherwise 
becomes disqualified for the issuance of a permit under this Title. 

(b) 	 The Animal Control Commission shall schedule a hearing on the Director's 
revocation request. The hearing shall not occur unless the permit holder has been 
given at least fourteen (14) days advance notice of the hearing. 

(c) 	 The permit holder shall be entitled to appear at the hearing, with or without legal 
counsel, and shall be permitted to testify, present evidence, and present a defense. 

(d) 	 The Animal Control Commission shall consider all evidence and upon conclusion 
of hearing said evidence, the Commission shall either revoke the permit or allow 
the permit to remain in place. 

(e) 	 The Commission shall issue findings offact to support its ruling. 
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- ------ -

(f) 	 The findings of fact shall be given to the pennit holder, or his or her legal counsel, 

by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the penn it holder's 

address, or his or her legal counsel's address. Immediately upon the mailing of 

the Commission's findings offact, the permit shall be come null and void. 

Concurrently, the Director shall notify the permit holder of the revocation in 

person or by phone. 


Comment [pmm46]: New habinlal
7.56.060 Habitual ;Offender, 	 offender seclion. 

(a) 	 The Director of the City's Animal Care and Control Department may ask the 

Animal Control Commission to declare an owner/guardian a habitual offender in 

two instances: 


(I) 	 If the owner/guardian is found to have violated any provision(s) of this 

Title on at least three separate occasions within the same twenty-four 

month period of time; or 


(2) 	 If the owner/guardian of an animal which has been declared potentially 

dangerous or vicious fails to comply with the terms and conditions 

required by this Title and the Animal Control Commission for maintaining 

such an animal. 


(b) 	 The Animal Control Commission shall schedule a hearing on the Director's 

request. The hearing shall not occur unless the pennit holder has been given at 

least fourteen (14) days advance notice of the hearing. 


(c) 	 The owner/guardian shall be entitled to appear at the hearing, with or without 

legal counsel, and shall be permitted to testify, present evidence, and present a 

defense. 


(d) 	 The Animal Control Commission shall consider all evidence and upon conclusion 

of hearing said evidence, the Commission shall either declare the owner/guardian 

a habitual offender or not make any such declaration. 


(e) 	 The Commission shall issue findings of fact to support its ruling. 

(f) 	 The findings offact shall be given to the owner/guardian, or his or her legal 

counsel, by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the 

owner/guardian's address, or his or her legal counsel's address. Immediately upon 

the mailing of the Commission's findings offact, the owner/guardian shall be 

declared to be a habitual offender. Concurrently, the Director shall notify the 

owner/guardian of the declaration in person or by phone. 


(g) 	 In declaring an owner/guardian to be a habitual offender, the Animal Control 

Commission has the authority to take any or all of the following actions and issue 

the following orders: 


(I) 	 Fine the owner/guardian in accordance with Section 7.56.030(b); 

(2) 	 Prohibit the owner/guardian from acquiring any new animals for a period 

of time, said time period not to exceed three years. 
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(3) 	 Void the owner/guardian's ownership of the relevant animal(s) and allow 
the City's Animal Care and Control Department to take possession and 
ownership of said animal(s), knowing the Department may euthanize or 
adopt the animal(s) as appropriate. 

(4) 	 Require the owner/guardian to take steps to rectify whatever problem(s) 
has causes his or her declaration of habitual offender. Examples may 
include building a fence if the animal is constantly at-large or buying and 
using a bark collar if the animal is constantly a public nuisance. 

7.56.070 Appeals. 

(a) 	 Any person directly affected by a decision of the Director of Animal Care and 
Control, or his or her designees, or any animal control officer, or by a notice 
issued under this Title shall have the right to appeal to the Animal Control 
Commission. 

(I) 	 All appeals shall be filed in writing. 

(2) 	 All appeals shaLl be delivered to the City's Animal Shelter. 

(3) 	 All appeals shall be filed within ten (10) calendar days of the decision or 
notice being rendered. 

(b) 	 Fines levied for violations of this Title may not be appealed to the Animal Control 
Commission, they may only be challenged in the Monroe County Circuit Court, 
and that challenge must be filed within ten (10) days of the fine being levied. 

(c) 	 Appeals of any decision rendered by the Animal Control Commission may be 
appealed to the Monroe County Circuit Court, provided said appeal is filed with 
the Circuit Court within ten (10) days of receipt of the Commission's written 
decision, order 01' findings. 
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