
In the C
ouncil C

ham
bers o

f the S
how

ers C
ity H

all on W
ednesday, 

January 4
,2

0
1

2
 at 7:30 pm

 w
ith C

ouncil P
resident S

usan S
andberg 

presiding over a O
rganizational S

ession o
f the C

om
m

on C
ouncil. 

R
oll C

all: 
G

ranger, M
ayer, N

eher, R
ollo, R

uff, S
andberg, S

pechler, 
Sturbaurn, V

olan, 
A

bsent: N
one 

C
ouncil P

resident S
andberg gave the A

genda S
um

m
ation 

T
here w

ere no m
inutes at this m

eeting to be approved. 

D
arryl N

eher thanked his supporters and said that he w
as overcom

e by 
em

otions on taking the O
ath o

f O
ffice on January 1, and noted that he 

took his responsibility as council m
em

ber seriously and w
ould w

ork 
hard during his term

. 

S
teve V

olan w
elcom

ed the new
 council m

em
bers and w

ished them
 luck 

in their term
s. 

H
e added that it w

as not about the individual persons, but 
the seats that they represented. 
H

e noted that the m
ayor had called for P

eople's P
ark to be vacated by 

the O
ccupy m

ovem
ent people w

ho have been staying there. 
H

e noted 
that he w

as not happy about this action and added that there w
as not 

enough understanding about w
hat the m

ovem
ent w

as about. 
H

e said if 
he had know

n, and had m
ore tim

e to react to the new
s, he m

ight have 
asked for another action. 

H
e called for public com

m
ent on this issue. 

M
arty S

pechler said a highlight for him
 w

as m
eeting several hundred 

people in his district, and conversing w
ith them

 about the difficulty o
f 

cities and tow
ns providing services in light o

f the im
position o

f values 
o

f the R
epublican adm

inistrations in Indiana and W
ashington. 

H
e said 

m
ost o

f his constituents w
ere w

ell-off, but that he w
as concerned w

ith 
w

om
en's and children's issues, and basic expenses that senior citizens 

m
ight not be able to handle. 

H
e relayed that his neighbors and 

constituents agreed w
ith his priorities. 

T
im

 M
ayer w

elcom
ed the new

ly elected council m
em

bers. 

D
orothy G

ranger thanked the city staff for their w
elcom

ing m
eetings 

and noted that they w
ent out o

f their w
ay to help her understand the 

inner w
orkings o

f city processes. 
She also thanked voters by saying she 

w
ould w

ork hard for them
. 

D
ave R

ollo noted that there m
ight be a need for m

ore public com
m

ent at 
this m

eeting, in light o
f the cham

bers becom
ing filled w

ith citizens. 
H

e 
said he w

ould put o
ff a report until the next regular session. 

C
hris S

turbaurn congratulated the "O
ccupiers" for raising consciousness 

and w
orking together. 

H
e said there w

ere inevitable problem
s found, 

but that part o
f non-violence w

as respecting the law
 and quoted G

andhi: 
"N

on violence is not a garm
ent to be p

u
t on and o

ff at w
ill, its seat is in 

the heart and it m
ust be an inseparable p

a
rt o

f our being. " A
nd D

r. 
M

artin L
uther K

ing, Jr.: 
"A

t the center o
f non-violence stands the 

principle o
f love. " 

H
e said that the m

ovem
ent had a lot o

f support in the com
m

unity and 
the inability to spend the night in the park w

ould not end the m
ovem

ent, 
com

m
itm

ent and the ability to influence the w
orld. 

H
e advised them

 to 
talce a brealc and regroup. 

T
here w

ere no reports at this segm
ent o

f the m
eeting. 
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p. 2 
M

eeting D
ate: 1-4-12 

T
here w

ere no reports from
 council com

m
ittees at this m

eeting. 

S
andberg noted there w

ould be 30 m
inutes for public com

m
ent and 

asked the first speakers to com
e to the podium

. 

M
ary H

ogue said the O
ccupy B

loom
ington group had been in the park 

continuously for 88 consecutive days. 
She said that the actions o

f a few
 

people over the N
ew

 Y
ear's w

eekend w
ere not indicative o

f the non­
violence that had been experienced in the O

ccupy cam
p in P

eople's 
Park. She added that w

hat she thought w
as violent w

as the city taking 
aw

ay a covered shelter from
 people w

ho had been kicked out o
f shelters 

and had no w
here else to go but to the encam

pm
ent in the Park. 

S
he 

said the notice w
as short sighted. 

Joshua Johnson read a statem
ent he w

rote regarding th
e' eviction' o

f 
occupy B

loom
ington from

 P
eople's P

ark. 
H

e said the O
ccupy 

m
ovem

ent w
as peaceful and respectful, but not just at the request o

f the 
m

ayor, but as a w
ay o

f life in the protesting, em
pow

ering, learning and 
educating the com

m
unity in the disparities o

f w
age, im

balance o
f pow

er 
and the lack o

f direct dem
ocracy in com

m
unities. 

H
e said that new

s 
articles had m

ade the com
m

unity m
ore aw

are o
f the hom

eless situation 
in the area. 

K
elly T

hom
as said that the actions taken on N

ew
 Y

ear's E
ve w

ere being 
used to incrim

inate O
ccupy B

loom
ington. She said that the roving dance 

party w
as attended by individuals, som

e associated w
ith the 

encam
pm

ent, som
e not, but that the police actions that night w

ere being 
used as justification for rem

oving the encam
pm

ent. 
S

he said that police 
response to the events concerned her by its aggressive and violent 
nature. 

She said that sim
ilar actions by police w

ere not seen in the area 
after students rioted, broke car w

indow
s, blocked traffic and jum

ped on 
cars in intersections w

hile police stood by. 
S

he called this a 
disproportionate response w

hich she said w
as related to the am

ount o
f 

econom
ic activity related to each incident. 

E
m

m
a Y

oung said she w
as present at the roving dance party and said 

actions there w
ere com

pletely unrelated to the park and not part o
f any 

O
ccupy action or tactic. 

S
he said that there w

as no rug under w
hich to 

sw
eep long term

 recurring issues in the park such as people w
ith P

T
S

D
, 

m
ental illness, and addictions w

ho w
ent there for w

arm
th, shelter and 

acceptance as hum
an beings because there w

ere not enough services for 
these people. 

She said that clearing the park w
ould be victim

izing 
people w

ho w
ere already the m

ost victim
ized and it w

ould not bring any 
m

ore safety to the streets. 
She urged people to com

e to a G
eneral 

A
ssem

bly to help create diversity and solutions to problem
s. She 

thanked V
olan for com

ing to the encam
pm

ent. 

R
achel G

eiger said at the O
ccupy cam

p she had learned not to fear 
people w

ho w
ere different that she w

as, learned that she w
as a part o

f 
B

loom
ington rather than just a student, and that the m

ovem
ent w

ould 
carryon. 

She read a poem
 w

ritten by M
ary H

ogue, an earlier speaker. 

R
yan C

onw
ay said he w

as answ
ering tw

o questions about the O
ccupy 

m
ovem

ent regarding w
hat they w

ere doing, and w
hy they didn't have a 

clear leader. H
e said that previous social m

ovem
ents did not have this 

unique situation o
f autonom

ous individuals using a tactic, not a group. 
H

e said the m
ovem

ent w
ould keep going. 

L
evi B

olton said the people at O
ccupy had jobs and lives and that he had 

m
ade friends and learned to m

editate at the cam
p. 

H
e said that people 

had a right to say w
hat they w

anted to say. 
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C

ouncil C
om

m
ittees 

• 
P

ublic C
om

m
ents 



Joseph C
allahan said he had form

erly lived in a van, because he had 
been interested in social issues. 

H
e said that the O

ccupy m
ovem

ent 
broke lines hoping for som

ething better. 
H

e said he w
as occupying for 

H
aiti, foreign w

ars, and called out for others to com
e to help solve the 

problem
s o

f the city and the w
orld. 

H
e said he w

anted B
loom

ington to 
be an exam

ple for the state and the w
orld. 

N
icole Johnson thanked R

uff for com
ing to the O

ccupy site, told 
S

pechler that since he w
anted to help people, he should know

 that there 
w

ere holes in the social service system
 around the lack o

f a detox center. 
She said that they had taken care o

f people w
ho cam

e back to the park 
after being released from

 the hospital w
ho she helped through 'full on 

D
T

s.' She said that there w
as a lack o

f m
ental health facilities, also. 

She 
said the eviction w

as not about her not being able to spend the night in 
the park, but about those w

ho really had no w
here else to go. 

She 
related events o

f the N
ew

 Y
ear's E

ve dance party. 

S
cott W

ells, form
er county council m

em
ber, said he could speak directly 

o
f the pow

er o
f the state, and noted that the police w

ere very pow
erful. 

H
e said that he had spent $128,000 o

f his retirem
ent m

oney and 9 years 
trying to g

e
t justice in his case. 

H
e equated that to the attem

pt to quash 
the O

ccupy m
ovem

ent by the B
PD

. 
H

e.said that the O
ccupy m

ovem
ent 

w
as w

orthy in its attem
pt to save dem

ocracy, and that the people 
involved there w

ere good people. 

C
arissa M

cK
elvey, an IU

 student, related the O
ctober m

arch from
 

P
eople's P

ark to the courthouse and C
hase B

ank and back. 
She said 

they disrupted very little traffic. 
S

he said she had experienced m
uch 

w
hile living w

ith O
ccupy, and added that m

ost o
f the group felt that 

governm
ent didn't act in the best interests o

f the people, but rather to 
propagate the view

points o
f those in pow

er, to im
pose upon the w

orking 
class an indentured servitude to corporate interests. 

She said slow
 and 

steady degrading o
f governm

ent's integrity w
as the evidence o

f a long 
planned plutocratic takeover o

f governm
ent. 

S
he blam

ed C
itizens 

U
nited for allow

ing elections to be bought by corporations. 
She said 

that discussions about this w
ere the core o

f O
ccupy and w

ere held in a 
im

m
ber o

f w
ays, including social m

edia. 

M
arc H

aggerty said the new
spaper got sm

aller and sm
aller and m

ore 
filled w

ith fluff all the tim
e, w

ith no tim
e for investigative journalism

. 
H

e said that it w
as m

ore interested in selling new
spapers than telling the 

truth. 
H

e called S
cott W

ells the greatest county councilm
an because he 

w
as against the unregulated developm

ent o
f the county by the rich. 

H
e said that the O

ccupy group did not expect to deal w
ith the hom

eless 
and troubled w

hen they cam
e to the P

ark, and he noted that Josh 
Johnson w

as suffering at the hands o
f people w

ho w
ere taking 

advantage o
f the m

ovem
ent. 

H
e said he did not support the behavior o

f 
those w

ho disrupted peace and said that the police arrested the w
rong 

person. 

S
turbaum

 m
oved and seconded that the follow

ing slate o
f officers be 

elected: P
resident: 

T
im

 M
ayer 

V
ice P

resident: 
S

usan S
andberg 

P
arliam

entarian: 
A

ndy R
u

ff 

T
he slate w

as approved by a voice vote. 
M

em
bers changed seats as 

assigned by the new
 president. 

C
ouncil P

resident M
ayer thanked 

outgoing P
resident S

andberg for her service, and presented her w
ith an 

engraved gavel to com
m

em
orate her term

 as president. 

M
eeting D

ate: 1-4-12 
p. 3 
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p
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M

eeting D
ate: 1-4-12 

It w
as m

oved and seconded that the follow
ing appointm

ents to various 
council positions be approved. 

C
itizens A

dvisory C
om

m
ittee (C

om
m

unity D
evelopm

ent B
lock G

rants) 
-S

ocial Services 
S

usan S
andberg 

-P
hysical Im

provem
ents 

T
im

othy M
ayer 

C
om

m
ission for B

loom
ington D

ow
ntow

n 
C

hris S
turbaum

 
E

conom
ic D

evelopm
ent C

om
m

ission (C
ity) 

D
arryl N

eher 
E

conom
ic D

evelopm
ent C

om
m

ission (C
ounty) 

R
egina M

oore 
E

nvirom
nental R

esource A
dvisory C

om
m

ittee 
D

ave R
ollo 

M
etropolitan P

lanning O
rganization 

A
ndy R

uff 
P

lan C
om

m
ission 

C
hris S

turbaum
 

Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent D

istrict 
S

tephen V
olan 

U
rban E

nterprise A
ssociation B

oard 
C

hris S
turbaum

 
U

tilities Services B
oard 

T
im

othy M
ayer 

B
loom

ington E
conom

ic D
evelopm

ent C
orporation 

Susan Sandberg 
IT

im
 M

yer (share) 
B

loom
ington C

om
m

ission on S
ustainability 

D
ave R

ollo 

T
he nom

inations w
ere approved by a voice vote. 

P
resident M

ayer appointed the follow
ing council m

em
bers to the 

C
ouncil Social Services F

unding C
om

m
ittee: 

G
ranger, M

ayer, N
eher, S

andberg and S
pechler 

P
resident M

ayer appointed the follow
ing council m

em
bers to the 

C
ouncil S

idew
alk C

om
m

ittee: 
G

ranger, R
ollo, S

turbaum
 and S

pechler 

T
his being the first m

eeting o
f the year, there w

as no legislation for 
consideration for final action. 

O
rdinance 12-01 T

o A
m

end the O
utline P

lan and D
istrict O

rdinance for 
P

arcell o
f the W

oolery P
lanned U

nit D
evelopm

ent (PU
D

) -
R

e: 1480 
W

. T
app R

oad (T
om

m
y and L

esli B
erry, P

etitioners) 

Jackie W
itm

er-M
uton said that the perm

it to O
ccupy B

loom
ington w

as 
the B

ill o
f R

ights. 
She said the children and students in B

loom
ington 

w
ould now

 learn that the essential A
m

erican rights w
ere now

 
superseded by the petty brutality o

f a police state in our ow
n tow

n. 
She 

asked the m
ayor and police to think about this as the O

ccupy m
essage 

w
ould continue to be voiced. 

L
auren H

all said she w
as one o

f the first persons to pitch a tent at 
P

eople's Park, and she did so for the underserved and underrepresented 
in the com

m
unity. 

She relayed stories o
f her experiences and said that 

O
ccupy w

ould not stop or take a recess, as had been suggested, but that 
it m

ight look a little different. 

C
laire D

ietrich said that it w
as her duty as a citizen to 'pay it forw

ard' 
but that she w

as troubled by the face o
f the police that she sees now

. 
She asked that the officers reflect on the actions o

f N
ew

 Y
ear's E

ve. She 
encouraged citizens to reflect on how

 their actions and w
ords could 

inspire change. 

A
aron P

ollitt said that the O
ccupy cam

p in P
eople's P

ark had evolved 
and changed and that the experience had m

eant a lot to him
 personally. 

H
e said that the com

m
ons had been reclaim

ed rather than existence w
ith 

w
alls that block off people from

 each other. 
H

e w
orried about the future 

o
f hum

anity if the system
 continued as it had been. 

H
e said that the 

eviction notice w
as an opportunity to rededicate to act against injustice. 
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D
aniel B

ingham
 said he w

as a form
er occupier, but w

as horrified by the 
treatm

ent o
f people by police on N

ew
 Y

ear's E
ve. 

H
e said he 

rem
em

bered student behavior related to IU
 B

asketball and rem
inded 

council that students tried to overturn a car w
ithout an arrest. 

H
e said he 

expected better from
 the police. 

M
ichael L

ukens a B
loom

ington native said he had learned how
 to speak 

because o
f O

ccupy B
loom

ington, and that m
any people now

 have that 
ability, too, and that they w

ould continue to do so w
ithout a physical 

space. 
H

e said he had recently attended a M
P

O
 m

eeting w
here he 

w
atched the public com

m
ent and said the experience did not com

pare to 
the exchanges o

f dialogue at the O
ccupy G

eneral A
ssem

blies. 

S
andberg m

oved and R
u

ff seconded that the A
nnual S

chedule for the 
C

om
m

on C
ouncil be am

ended to correct tw
o deadlines for subm

itting 
resolutions as indicated in the M

eeting N
otes for this m

eeting. 

D
an S

herm
an, C

ouncil A
ttorney/A

dm
inistrator explained the tw

o m
inor 

changes to the calendar. 

T
he m

otion w
as approved w

ith a roll call vote o
f A

yes: 8, N
ays: O. 

(R
ollo w

as out o
f the room

 w
hen this vote w

as taken.) 

M
eeting D

ate: 1-4c12 
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T
he m

eeting w
as adjourned at 8:57 pm

. It w
as follow

ed by a C
om

m
ittee 
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o

f the W
hole m

eeting. 
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T
im
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ayer, PRESIDE~ 

B
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R
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