BLOOMINGTON HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
HATE INCIDENTS REPORT
July 2008 — June 2009

In August 1990, the Bloomington Common Council unanimously approved an
amendment to the Bloomington Human Rights Ordinance that gave the Bloomington
Human Rights Commission the explicit authority to collect data and issue reports on hate
incidents in our community. We accept reports from police departments, individuals,
groups and the media. We also accept anonymous reports. Our goal is not to investigate
these incidents, as we do not have the training, authority or resources to conduct these
types of investigations. Rather, our goals are to serve as a referral resource and sounding
board for victims, to work with community groups to coordinate responses to hate
incidents when appropriate and to make our community more aware of the prevalence of
hate incidents through issuing these annual reports.

In July, 2008, we received a report from BPD about harassment at a bar. Three friends at
a bar said that another patron came up to them, spat water all over them and yelled “tidal
wave.” The three friends asked him why he had done that, and he responded by making
rude and derogatory comments to the member of the group who was gay. A female
member of the group tried to confront the man. He in turn called hera “Ch k™ and
told her to “f _ king speak English.” The man also threw ice at the group. The bartender
later told the group they needed to leave; when they tried to explain what had happened
to them, the bartender said they should have reported the problem to him earlier, but now
they needed to leave. It wasn’t clear why they were asked to leave. They did not see the
bartender ask the offender to leave. BPD investigated.

In July, 2008, we received a report from BPD and individuals about vandalism to an
apartment. Three African American women, all IU students, came to their new apartment
to do some painting before they officially moved into the apartment in August. They had
trouble locking the door when they left and reported that to management. When they
returned, they found that someone had entered the apartment and used the remaining
paint to vandalize it. They wrote “F__ kyoun___ er” in the bathroom, shoved a can
of paint into the drywall, painted on the wall, discharged the fire extinguisher in the
kitchen, detached the handrail and threw a microwave oven down the stairs. As a result
of this, one of the women decided not to attend IU, at least at this time. Beverly Calender-
Anderson and Barbara E. McKinney met with this woman and her family to discuss their
concerns and to suggest resources.

In July, 2008, we received a report from an individual about racially offensive graffiti on
a utility pole. Public Works painted over the graffiti.

In August, 2008, we received a report from a business owner saying that someone had
painted a Star of David with a pitchfork on the building owned by the business. The
graffiti was painted over.






