
MINUTES 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 
Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

6:00 pm McCloskey Room, City Hall, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Roll Call: 
Members Present: Cynthia Schultz, Matt Laherty, Andy Davis, Paul Schneller, Jim 

Sherman, Melissa Clark, Toby Strout, George Huntington 
 
Regrets: Dan Killion 
 
Staff Present: Adam Wason 
 
Call to Order/Approval of Minutes 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.  Minutes for June were approved by general 
consent. 
 
Public Comment 
Michael Beczkiewicz spoke about the Southern Indiana Renewable Energy Network 
organizing an event for October 24th for a day of action in conjunction with 350.org. This 
event will highlight issues of renewable energy and climate change. The initial meeting 
for planning will take place on July 15th, at 5:30 in the Indiana Room of the Indiana 
University Herman B. Wells Library.  BCOS will look to participate and sponsor the 
event. 
 
Announcements 
Paul Schneller spoke about a new book he recommends titled “Agenda for a New 
Economy” by David Korten. 
 
Andrew Davis spoke about a two-day energy conference on August 6-7 that will produce 
a white paper defining what IU should be doing in terms of research on their energy use 
and energy policy in the Midwest and at IU. 
 
Dave Rollo updated BCOS on the status of the Peak Oil Task Force final report.  The 
report will be finalized in September or October.  Dave continued to speak about issues 
of corral reef destruction based on carbon levels in oceans and the implications that this 
can have. 
 
Administration Priorities and BCOS/EC Coordination 
Cynthia spoke about the June meeting with Mayor Kruzan, Danise Alano, Adam Wason, 
and Environmental Commission Chair Phaedra Pezzullo. Cynthia described the four 
major areas that Mayor Kruzan would like to focus on in the coming months and years.  
They are as follows: 

• Energy and Renewables 
• Green Building, Housing and Shelter 



• Transportation 
• Water Conservation 
 

She also described how the joint efforts of the EC and BCOS on education and civic 
engagement have been very successful.  Cynthia asked the commission if these focus 
areas are acceptable to the commission and also asked if commission members are 
willing to own a specific issue as chair of these committees. 
 
Paul stated that he feels the City still needs a strategic approach and mission in its 
approach to sustainability. Paul supported the concept of civic engagement as a part of 
each of the four major topics. 
 
George asked if the category of focus and the commission member that leads the effort is 
a policy advising role. Cynthia responded that taking a comprehensive approach of 
policy, civic engagement, outreach, and conservation are all areas of focus for each area 
of concentration. 
 
Cynthia continued to describe how the STAR report will look to track these categories as 
appropriate indicator measures. 
 
Dave spoke about how these focus areas nearly mirror the focus areas of the Peak Oil 
Task Force and he suggested tapping the resources of members of the Task Force that has 
reached its sunset date. 
 
Jim asked about how the EC relates to these committees. Cynthia spoke about how we 
will integrate the resources of the EC and BCOS in these focus areas as not to duplicate 
efforts.  Jim voiced his frustration that this is now the second time we have discussed 
focus areas and committees. 
 
The commission had consensus that each ad hoc committee will be responsible to create 
its mission, focus, compile research, make policy recommendations, and to populate with 
individuals involved in the focus areas of the individual committees. 
 
Andrew has volunteered to lead the efforts of Transportation, George will assist.  Dave 
volunteered to chair Energy with Matt assisting. Melissa, Jim and Matt will populate the 
water committee at this time.  Paul will chair STAR report. Dan and Toby will work with 
the Green Building committee. 
 
Cynthia will coordinate with Phaedra on how to best bring these groups together. 
 
IU Sustainability Advisory Board 
Andrew gave a brief history on how the Sustainability Task Force was created and how 
they have worked in operational and academic groups with representatives from faculty, 
staff and students.  This group is now reorganized as an advisory board to the Office of 
Sustainability.  
 



Paul asked if the original work group chairs will continue, and Andrew suspects that 
these individuals will continue. Adam will share the original documents from the first 
advisory board meeting including the agenda and the reports of the individual work 
groups. 
 
BCOS Vacancies 
There are three openings currently on the commission, two council and one mayoral.  
Cynthia requested the commission think about what areas of strength we are currently 
lacking.  She referenced County Government representation.   
 
Discussion then ensued on the strategic approach to an official appointment or using ex-
officio status for County and IU involvement.  
 
Dave mentioned that we lack expertise beyond Toby’s in the areas of social equity.  The 
commission requested that Toby make suggestions in this area of expertise.  Andrew 
mentioned that we lack minority representation.  
 
The commission thought that a representative from the financial sector is a good fit.  
Suggested individuals will be sent to Adam and Cynthia. 
 
STAR Report Update 
A report to the commission will be submitted in August. 
 
 
 
Adjournment at 7:40 pm 


