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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012, 7:00 pm 
City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 

 
Attending: 

Carrie Albright (Chair), Chaim Julian, Dianne May, Mike Litwin (Vice Chair), Linda Thompson (Staff), Dedaimia 
Whitney, Deborah Myerson, Andy Williams and Michael Edwards 

 
Absent: 

Kriste Lindberg, Diane Jung, Carissa Moncavage, and Sean Gorman 
 
I.  Introductions   (15 min)       
 A. New Commissioners: Deborah Myerson, Michael Edwards, Sean Gorman, & Dedaimia Whitney 
 B. SPEA Fellow: Jayne Piepenburg 
    
II.  Announcements   (5 min)       

A.  Next Environmental Commission meeting: Thursday, January 17th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room    
B.  Next Planning Committee meetings:   TBD, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
C.  Next Tree Commission meeting:   January 16th, 9:30 am, Rose Hill Office 
D.  Next BCOS meeting: January 8th, 6:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
E.   Next Co. Environ. Quliaty & Sus Com meeting: Jan. 9th, 5:30 pm, Courthouse (2nd Wed of the month) 

 
             III.  Approval of November Minutes   (5 min)     

A.  Postponed till January meeting.  
 
IV.  Public Comment   (5 min)       

 
V.  Lee Huss, Urban Forester discussion of EAB (20 min)  

A. EAB has been alive in North America since around 2000 and has slowly been moving south.  
B. It arrived in the Bloomington area about 4 years ago. 
 1. The Indiana Department of  Natural Resources has been monitoring it for the last 2-3 years 

 in Bloomington.  
 2. It was never found within City limits until October of this year. The tree commission was 

 approached by Peppergrass Neighborhood Association, located on Bloomington’s south side. 
  a. The condominiums have a monoculture of 58 ash trees street trees.  
  b. The Peppergrass NA had been working with Bloomington nurseries and the  

  tree commission had been studying the matter for some time and let the NA  
  proceed to treat their 58 trees.  

  c. EAB had not yet been discovered, the Peppergrass NA was taking proactive  
  measures, but one climber climbed a tree in the neighborhood and discovered  
  a gallery where they found the larvae of the EAB.  
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  d. The insect is typically found in the canopy where they eat, females lay eggs,  
  and start burrowing in.  The cycle repeats and works its way down the tree. By 
  the time it is waist high the tree starts showing symptoms.  

C.  Now that EAB has been discovered in the City the tree commission has been telling citizens that in the 
 next few years if you have an ash tree, and want to save it, you will have to begin some sort of chemical 

treatment regime or remove it.   
D. The tree commission has determined that the ash tree population has been going down. 

1. The City implemented a ban on planting ash trees in 2008.  
2. Huss has been identifying ash trees that are in poor condition and removing them for a number 

of years now.   
3. A majority of the ash trees in the City are relatively little. There are more ash trees in the parks 

and tend to be larger.   
4. The main species of ash seen in Bloomington is green ash, as well as some blue and white.   
5. There are no natural predators, including weather, in the Bloomington area.  

i. Huss notes the rapidly developing and emerging technology introduced every year to treat 
EAB.   

E. The tree commission will soon be making recommendations to the Mayor’s office for a procedure to 
address EAB as the City goes forward.   

1. The commission is drawing from case studies of other communities who have addressed 
EAB.   

2. The message the commission will convey in the recommendation is that addressing this 
problem will cost the City in one way or another, either to remove trees or implement a 
chemical regime.   

F. There are roughly 800 trees in parks and street trees in the City and most likely will not be able to save 
them all.  Many are small, an average of 14 inches in diameter.   

1. The commission doesn’t want to cut all of them down and recognizes the value of these trees 
so they are advocating the selection of certain trees for chemical treatment.   
i. The chemical is TREE-age, a prescription use tree injection that may only be administered 

by a professional. 
a. There is 100 percent success rate with this chemical and treatment typically 

lasts for 2 years and some new research even suggests 3 years may be 
possible. 

 b. It cost $14 per inch of dbh to treat a tree with this chemical.   
ii. The tree commission would like to see 20 percent of ash trees treated a year.  Some trees 

will be deemed unworthy because of their structure and they will be removed instead of 
treated.   

G. The tree commission does not have a final position paper yet but is developing one and simply wants 
opinions from the EC.   

1. Huss can be contacted for further information at hussl@bloomington.in.gov. 
 
VI.  Committee reports & discussions   (40 min)    

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner (10 min: Chaim, Dianne, Mike, Linda)  
1. No new developments to report. 

i. The final petition deadline for what will be on the agenda next month is January 7th.   
 
B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee    (5 min: Diane, Kriste, Emily)  

1. No members present.  
 
C. BEQI Committee   (10 min: Carrisa, Carrie, Jayne)   

1. The new SPEA Fellow, Jayne Pipenburg, will continue to update the BEQI, specifically focusing 
on the transportation section.   
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D. Eco Hero Award Committee   (10 min: Carrie, Kriste, Emily)  

1. Kasnak has completed and sent all donor and sponsor letters to local businesses.  
i. Received one donation and two sponsor commitments. 

2. A final theme of “Eco-Heroes: How I put the “I” in Environment” was determined.   
3. Communication with schools will begin in January.   
 

   E. Martin Luther King Day Grant Activities (5 min: Diane)  
1. A grant of $250 was awarded for the “Exploring Peace-Creating a Mandala” project.   

 
 VII.  Old business   (10 min)      

A. IU student Bloomington Ozone reports (10 min: Dianne, Chaim, Linda) 
1. Thompson attended the presentation given by students who wrote the reports.  

i. There are six different air monitoring stations that the EPA holds in Indiana, none of 
which are located in Bloomington. 

a. To determine ozone levels and ozone days in Bloomington, a meteorologist 
estimates Bloomington ozone levels based on the other six monitors located in 
Indiana. 

ii. The students took the days the EPA designated as safe, moderate, and dangerous (based 
on parts per billion (ppb) of ozone monitored) and compared the data to the ozone levels 
recorded by their professor’s personal monitoring equipment.  

a. They found more problem days than the EPA reported.  
2. The professor who led this project wants to continue the project into the future.  

i. She would like to pay a student to read the Bloomington monitor every day. 
ii. Also investigating ways to obtain more monitors to put in different locations, such as 

Lake Monroe.   
 3.   Thompson will send the reports out and encourages everyone to take a look at the findings.  
   i.        The data from the reports may be used when updating the air section of the BEQI report.  
 
 VIII.  New business   (35 min)       

A. 2013 project discussion (20 min: Carrie, all) 
1. Albright recommends postponing this discussion for the January meeting when more 

commissioners are present.  
 

B. Steering Committee nominations & vote (15 min: Carrie, Mike, Chaim) 
1. The steering committee met prior to this meeting to discuss nominations.  

i. Julian is happy to continue on as secretary/treasurer.  
ii. Julian nominates Albright to continue on as Chair.  

2. The vote on the Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary/Treasurer will be postponed and take place at the 
January meeting. 

   
 IX.  Commissioner Announcements   (10 min)    

A. Albright follows up on the teacher from Columbus, IN who contacted her a few months prior in the interest 
of partnering on a project or something of the sort.  

1. The teacher has found another group in Columbus, Energy Matters Community Coalition, who 
they will be working with.  

2. Albright was also contacted by a female student who writes for the IDS interested in writing an 
article on the EC. 

 3.  She was also contacted by a group out of Anaheim University named “Environment Minnesota” 
who was looking for support in the form of letters to Congress regarding the investment tax credit 
for green energy.   

 



  Page 4 

B. Litwin notes that the Environmental Resources Advisory Council discussed the results of the deer task 
force report. The report passed unanimously by the City Council but it does not commit the City to any 
actions. Discussion continues on the report and its recommendations.  

3. He also notes the update of the City Growth Policies Plan.  
i. The vision statement was modified during the public review process.  

a. The steering committee provided a vision statement to the plan commission who 
passes it on to City Council who approved it and passed it on to the City Council 
who will consider it in January.  

b. Litwin is concerned about the wording of the transportation component of the 
vision statement. 

 
X.  Adjournment     

A. Julian moves for the meeting to be adjourned.  Albright seconds. The motion passes unanimously. 
 



 1

 

 
City of Bloomington 

Environmental Commission 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, November 15, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending: 
Carrie Albright (Chair), Chaim Julian, Diane Jung, Dianne May, Linda Thompson (Staff), Meg Hathaway (Fellow), 

Emily Kasnak (Intern), and Carissa Moncavage  
 

Absent: 
Mike Litwin, Kriste Lindberg, and Andy Williams 

 
I.  Introductions   (3 min)      (Time Mark 7:08 pm) 
    
II.  Announcements   (5 min)      (Time Mark 7:08 pm) 

A.  Next Environmental Commission meeting:    Thursday, December 20th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
B.  Next Planning Committee meetings:   Nov. 21st, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
   1. Moved to Nov. 20th due to the Thanksgiving holiday.  
C.  Next Tree Commission meeting:   Dec. 12th, 9:30 am, Rose Hill Office 
D.  Next BCOS meeting:   Dec. 11th, 6:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
E.  Jung asks if County Environmental Commission meetings could be added to the announcements; 
      Thompson says this is fine.   

 
             III.  Approval of October Minutes   (5 min)    (Time Mark 7:10 pm) 

A.  Kasnak has incorporated edits suggested for the October minutes. 
B.  Julian motions and Moncavage seconds the motion to approve the October minutes. Albright abstains. The 

motion passes.   
 
IV.  Public Comment   (5 min)      (Time Mark 7:11 pm) 

A. No members of the public present for comment.   
 

V.   Student Air report Q & A session (15 min)    (Time Mark 7:12 pm) 
A.  Albright has been in contact with Professor Jill Robinson to find a time when the students can present their 

findings to the EC.  
 1.   Albright asks if any Commissioners would be interested in sitting down with the students before 
       December 14th to discuss their reports, since students will be on Christmas break before next EC  
     meeting. 
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e-mail: environment@bloomington.in.gov 
 

 
 2.   Thompson says she is interested because she has been told that the findings may indicate ozone  

    levels that could be near nonattainment in Bloomington. 
    i.  Nonattainment is an Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) term  

       meaning that a place or area has exceeded a particular number of measured concentration of 
       one or more criteria pollutants, such as ozone.   

    ii. Thompson says this has not happened in Bloomington yet, but the City also has no   
       monitoring equipment to continually measure these levels.  

 3.   Albright states the findings will help the EC have a better understanding of what state the City is in 
    and what could be done to reach out to the community on this issue.   

 4.   Thompson says what kind of difference it can make is a big question, because as far as she  
           understands the only official way to get monitoring equipment is through IDEM and she is not sure  
     what our criterion would be to do so.  

 5.   Jung asks if from the reports we will be able to make connections as to what is affecting ozone    
     levels.  

    iii. Thompson is not sure because she has not been given the reports.   
 6.   Albright is interested in seeing how in depth the findings are and whether Professor Robinson will 
     continue monitoring.   
 7.   Thompson has heard that individuals at the County level have been interested in air quality and that  
      this topic is gaining attention.  
 8.   Hathaway notes that the next SPEA fellow could update the air quality section of the BEQI  
     report.   
 9.   Jung, Julian, and May are all interested and willing to be a part of the conversation with the students  
     about their findings.   
 10. Thompson states that the meeting with the students was originally meant to be a presentation at an 
     EC meeting and that we could set up a date for a special meeting before the students left for break  
     where they could still do their presentation.   
 11. Jung proposes going during class time to hear the students’ findings.   
 12. Albright will be in contact with Professor Robinson to decide on a date and how to proceed.   

 
VI.  Committee reports & discussions   (55 min)    (Time Mark 7:22 pm)    

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner (15 min: Chaim, Dianne, Mike. Linda)  
1. Patterson Park: 8.5 acre site that has been discussed at prior EC meetings.   

i. Petitioner has gone to the Planning Commission once and received comments and are 
going back for a second hearing, but Thompson has not received their changes yet.   

2. Patterson Pointe Apartments (Between Patterson St., W. 3rd St., and Landmark Dr.): Included in 
the Patterson PUD that the EC talked about a couple of years ago and near New Tech High 
School. 

i. The developers have done a lot of building removal and are currently building a senior 
citizens apartment complex.   

ii. The second proposal for the PUD is student housing.   
a. The housing proposal is for 109 units with 284 beds that will take up about 8 

acres.   
b. Almost everything meets the requirements of the original PUD.   
c. The apartment buildings will be 3 stories high with pitched roofs, front porches, 

and will have a private shuttle service like Mueller Park.   
d. They will be cleaning up some of the ground water contamination that is on the 

site because the location used to be an industrial facility.   
e. They are proposing less impervious surface than they would have to. 
f. They have already given a number of green building commitments.  



 3

g. Also, they are following some LEED recommendations but do not have the 
intent to become certified.   

iii.  Jung asks when the project will begin, Thompson says most likely around the end of     
       2013.   

3. Elliot Lewis Petition (Corner of 17th and College Ave.): Delilah’s Pets used to be here, one 
building presently that the petitioner wants to demolish to start building apartments.   

i. Requesting a use variance to have first floor residential in a commercial general zoning 
district. 

a. They will have a main building with 4 stories and are calling it mixed use 
because they want a commercial space on the corner of 17th and College to 
eventually become a restaurant, with the rest remaining residential with 52 units 
and 72 bedrooms. 

b.  There will be a second building that is 3 stories high at the south end of the 
property, which will appear to grade into the single family, historic homes 
located to the south.   

ii.   There is also a parking lot in the middle. In addition they want to 
change parallel parking on College to angled parking.  

iii. They are also requesting a height variance as well as a variance for their front set back, 
landscape plan, and impervious surface requirements, which the ECPC will look at very 
closely.   

vi. Jung asks about the property’s proximity to the Miller-Showers Park water treatment 
facility. 

 a.  Thompson says there is a question about the parking spots being  
  used for the restaurant, or during a tenet’s party.    

vii. They want to use the green development ordinance, which means they will commit to 
certain green development standards.   
 a. ECPC will make sure they follow the green development practices, which can 
  be found in Municipal Code under Title 20, Chapter 5. 

vii. They still need a waste management plan for green building ordinance and a 
maintenance plan for their pervious parking lot, which will be pervious pavers.   

4.  All things talked about last month were passed; Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard proposal passed at 
the BZA meeting as long as they included a maintenance plan in their proposal.   

 
B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee    (15 min: Diane, Kriste, Emily) (Time Mark 7:44 pm) 

1. Farmers Market – Jung and Kasnak are done with the outdoor farmers market but plan to table at 
1 winter market per month.  

i. Jung gave away two signs last week and met the owner of Low Cost Yard Services, 
which offers free compost. Jung requested that Kasnak add this to her list of 
environmentally related efforts in the Bloomington area and liked this Facebook page 
via L4L. 

a. Jung encouraged all again to like L4L on Facebook. 
b. Jung is interested in participating in the winter farmer’s market once a month, 

which begins in December.  
2.   Claire Cumberland, from the Sustainability Commission, is interested in working with L4L, they     
       will meet soon. 
3.  Jung and Lindberg met with two students from an IU School of Business marketing class to 

discuss a service learning project. 
4.  Kasnak has been working on the application for the Archer Grant to fund more L4L signs.  
    iv. Kasnak has found difficulty in making contact with the Sassafras Audubon Society, who  
     Lindberg mentioned in previous meetings as potential donors, and will follow up with  
     Lindberg about this.   
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    v. The Center for Sustainable Living is interested in donating money for L4L again, but not 
   until next year.   

     a. Thompson asks if any immediate action needs to be taken to secure money for  
      L4L signs; Jung replies it is not urgent now due to the potential grants being  

   pursued with Sassafrass, Archer, CSL, and EC funds, but will need to attain  
   more funds before Master Gardener Show held in April.   

5.  Albright asks about plans for focused events at the winter market; Jung says yes and notes that the 
mason bee brochure made by Hathaway will be a valuable contribution to the natural landscaping 
materials.   

vi. Hathaway asks for revisions of brochure; conversation continues over details and  
    revisions of the brochure.    

  a. Jung motions to approve the mason bee brochure with suggestions, Julian  
   seconds, the motion passes unanimously.   

C. BEQI Committee   (10 min: Carissa, Carrie, Meg)  (Time Mark 8:08 pm) 
1. Hathaway says the report is all live online. 

i. She has been updating numbers in the transportation section of BEQI to make them 
more relevant. 

a. It is a small section, with not much text, that is out of date.  
b. She has contacted two bus companies relevant to that data.   

D. Eco Hero Award Committee   (10 min: Carrie, Kriste, Emily) (Time Mark 8:09 pm) 
1. Kasnak and Albright met to exchange materials from last year, including a donation request letter 

for businesses and a notification letter for teachers.    
i. Thompson is working to secure a date for the ceremony, tentative on the Mayor’s 

schedule.  
a. Hoping for  April 24th since it is the Wednesday after Earth Day and we want to 

keep it as close to Earth Day as possible, but if the Mayor is unavailable then 
aiming for April 17th.     

ii. Also developing a theme for the event and have included Phaedra and Beth in this 
conversation.  

2. Kasnak will begin contacting businesses and teachers once a date has been finalized.   
iii.   Businesses will be contacted for donations and sponsorship opportunities. 

3.  Albright notes the importance of a clear timeline for when entries need to be picked up and the 
details that must been on each entry, such as student name and contact information.   

4.  The ceremony will again be held in the City Hall atrium.   
    iv.      Discussion ensues about how to best host the ceremony in the atrium.   

E. Martin Luther King Day activities   (5 min: Diane)  
1. A small group consisting of EC members Kriste Lindberg and Diane Jung, Jackson Creek Middle 

School teacher, Sarah Steffey McQueen, and Center for Sustainability Board Member, Gail Hale 
met a few times and a proposal was submitted. 

i. The EC partner is with the Center for Sustainable Living, specifically Gail Hale. 
2.   The planned activity will be two workshops on January 21st, led by MCCSC teacher Sarah Steffey 

McQueen, focusing on the concept and creation of mandalas and Gail Hale focusing on the use of 
natural and discarded materials.    

ii. The workshop will be from 1 pm-2 pm and 3 pm-4 pm. 
iii. Gail will be collecting materials as will students from Sarah’s MCCSC class. 
iv. The workshops will be held in the atrium and funding has been requested to offer 

refreshments at the workshop. 
3.  Workshops will be offered to anyone 10 years of age and beyond. Participants can use the 

provided materials at the workshop to create their mandala on a provided poster board.   
v. After each mandala is created, professional quality photos will be taken of each to then 

produce prints for an exhibit somewhere during the 40 Days of Peace.   



 5

vi. Thompson will check if there is a time and a place to hang the prints in City Hall – other 
locations may also be considered. 

4. A “possible” long-term goal of this project may be to consider the created mandalas for the 
purpose of selecting pieces from each to make a design of one mandala. This then could 
“possibly” turn into a community effort to create a large public mandala either as a mural or some 
other form of art.  

vii. Possibly as another MLK day service project for which another proposal would need to 
be submitted possibly for 2014.  

5. Accepted proposals will be notified on December 19th.  
 
 VI.  Old business   (10 min)       (Time Mark 8:23 pm) 

A. Deer Task Force letter review vote (10 min: Carrie) 
1. Albright reads the draft letter she wrote based on her notes from discussion at the last meeting.   

i. Jung raises concern over including L4L in the letter.   
a. Since she abstained from voting on the letter she would like to remove L4L from 

the letter. 
ii. Julian suggests changing “We would like to recommend…” to “We support the 

recommendations of…”.   
iii. Hathaway proposes changing “deer reduction” to “deer management”.   

2. Albright will send the letter to the EC after all changes have been made, for each commissioner to 
look over, and Thompson will take final draft to appropriate City official.   

 
 VII.  New business   (32 min)        (Time Mark 8:37 pm) 

A. December 20th meeting check-in (2 min: Carrie) 
1. Albright asks the present members who will be at the December meeting; each say they will be 

present.  
B. Columbus Student project: forming Columbus EC or human effects on atmosphere (10 min: Carrie) 

1. Albright was contacted by a teacher from a Columbus middle school who wants to have the ECs 
assistance, or input, on creating some kind of environmental group, event, or project. 

i. It is not clear what the teacher wants to pursue.   
2. Albright told the teacher that since the EC is low on Commissioners instead of committing to 

supporting the project as its developing we recommend reaching out to other environmental 
groups such as the County Environmental Commission.   

i. Julian notes they may want to contact the IU class working on ozone levels due to the 
Columbus group’s interest in human effects on the atmosphere.   

3.   Albright expressed that the EC will offer verbal support and want to stay informed on the project 
but cannot help develop something.   

C.  Nomination Committee (5 min: Carrie)     (Time Mark: 8:42) 
1. The Steering Committee comprised of Albright, Litwin, and Julian plus one member at large are 

to meet to discuss who should be nominated for next year’s EC officers.   
i. Albright asks if the member at large volunteers; Thompson says the Steering Committee 

typically asks someone.   
ii. Thompson says there is nothing in ordinance specifying a time frame for when to 

nominate. 
2. Albright says the Steering Committee will meet and update the EC at the next meeting.   

D.  Intern update (15 min: Linda)      (Time Mark: 8:45) 
1. Thompson received resumes from SPEA for possible new fellows. 

i. She interviewed four potential candidates and gave her list of recommendations to 
SPEA.   

a. SPEA will ultimately choose who is placed with the EC to find best fit. 
ii. The individual chosen will begin cross training with Hathaway.   
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2. Thompson also says that she received word from the City Council office that two, new individuals 
have been appointed to the EC.    

      iii.        The first is Deborah Myerson who attended an EC meeting in September and was a  
  city planner and has her own consulting firm. 

      iv. The second is Dedaimia Whitney, who is a retired English professor from Franklin  
  College with a Masters degree in Fiction and was manager of the Kirkwood   
  Bloomingfoods in the 80s.   

     v. The two may begin attending meetings in December.   
 
 VIII.  Commissioner Announcements   (5 min)     (Time Mark 9:00 pm) 

A.  Julian attended the City Council meeting where the Hyatt Hotel was discussed and spoke as a private 
citizen about the problems on Gentry Street. 

1. These problems were filed in a memo that was never addressed by the City Council. 
     i.        He also shared the memo with three members of the City Council for them to read.  
 ii.       The second reading of the ordinance is going to be at a special session of the City  
           Council on Monday the 26th. 

 
 

IX.  Adjournment         (Time Mark 9:06 pm)  
A.   Jung moves for the meeting to be adjourned.  Moncavage seconds. The motion passes unanimously. 



 
City of Bloomington 

Environmental Commission 
 

Environmental Commission Minutes 
Thursday, October 26th, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 

City Hall-McCloskey Room, 401 N. Morton St. 
 

Attending: 
Carrie Albright (Chair), Mike Litwin (Vice Chair), Meg Hathaway (Fellow), Chaim Julian, Diane Jung, Emily 

Kasnak (Intern), Kriste Lindberg, Dianne May, Linda Thompson (Staff), and Andy Williams 
 

Absent: Carissa Moncavage 
 

I. Introductions (3 min)     Time Mark: 7:04 p.m. 
 A. Dave Rollo, City Council 
 
II. Announcements (5 min)     Time Mark: 7:05 p.m. 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, November 15th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
B. Next Planning Committee meeting:   Nov. 8th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
C. Next Tree Commission meeting:   Nov. 14th, 9:30 am, Rose Hill Office 
D. Next BCOS meeting:   Nov. 13th, 6:00 pm, McCloskey Room  
E. Master Gardener Garden Fair:   April 6, 2013 

      F. 2013 Earth Day:   Monday, April 22      
 
III. Approval of September Minutes (5 min)  Time Mark: 7:06 p.m. 

A. Julian motions and Williams seconds the motion to approve September minutes. The motion passes 
      unanimously.  
 

IV. Public Comment (45 min)   Time Mark: 7:06 p.m. 
 A. Councilman David Rollo presents recommendations from Deer Task Force.  
 B. The City Council (as well as the Mayor) each have two appointments to make to EC. 
  1.  Rollo wants to send applicant bios to EC for review. 

C. The City Council will be hearing The Deer Task Force Report first on November 28th and for final 
acceptance of the report on December 5th. 
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D. The Deer Task Force 
1.         …was created by Council resolution after the Environmental Resources Advisory 

Council (ERAC) was petitioned by neighborhood group to respond to increasing numbers 
of deer at Griffy Lake. 

2.  … is charged with drafting advisory recommendations for review by City, County, and  
  Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  

3. Members of Task Force come from a wide variety of backgrounds, such as an ecologist, an 
anthropologist, a wildlife rehabilitator, the CEO of Monroe County Humane Society, and 
a biologist. 

E. IDNR has jurisdiction over all wildlife management in Indiana.  Therefore all Deer Task Force 
Report recommendations will have to be approved by IDNR.  

F. Task Force developed Humane Deer Management Position Statement, with consideration of deer 
welfare as the starting point of the Report. 

1. Priority is given to non-lethal methods, but the report will recommend lethal methods  
  when non-lethal methods do not adequately solve the problem. 
G. Took two years to develop report with 

1. …over 30 meetings with public participation as part of minutes. 
2.  …five community outreach meetings around City. 
3.  …administering public opinion survey. 

H. The Task Force consulted with Josh Griffin and colleagues at IDNR to determine expected growth of  
     deer population in the future. 

1. Established that deer will probably double in population every 3-4 years without   
  any mitigating circumstances. 

2. Determined that there is a large amount of forage in Bloomington and Griffy   
  that attract deer and increase the likelihood of their population growth. 
I. Non-lethal means 

1. A feeding ban is easiest, but also least effective and difficult to enforce seeing as it would  
 be complaint driven. 
2. The City could raise fence heights. The Task Force consulted with Tom Micuda to arrive 

  at best estimates on fence height to keep deer out. 
 i. This method is not entirely humane, there was an instance of a deer impaling  

 itself when trying to jump a fence. 
3. Include consideration for wildlife in the land development process. 
 i.  Rollo cites the development of Renwick Planned Unit Development in district 4  
  as causing deer displacement. 
4.  The use of deer resistant plants, making an effort to emphasize native species.   

J. Lethal means  
1. Allow hunting within IDNR guidelines meaning the use of bow and arrow within the City 

  on private property. 
 i.  The Task Force was surprised to find no prohibition against discharge of a bow 

and arrow in the City on private property. 
 ii.  The Task Force recommends a change in ordinance so that bow and arrow  
  hunting is allowed only on 5 acre or greater parcels of land. 
 iii.  Neighbors may aggregate yards to compose 5 acres.  
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 iv.  Also recommend setbacks from homes, buildings and streets if allowed to  
   hunt thus making hunting more difficult. 

2. A sharpshooting program conducted by a professional or government group. 
3. Trap and Kill 

K. Other non-lethal techniques  
1. The administration of an immunocontraceptive birth control to deer. 
 i. This is not permitted by IDNR because it taints the meat. 
 ii. It requires trapping the deer then injecting it with the birth control.  
 iii. The Task Force was concerned that hunters would mistakenly eat the meat and  
  also worried about the bioaccumulative effect of the birth control. 
 iv. Bloomington is a closed system versus an open system meaning there is a fair   
  amount of migration making this method ineffective. 
2. Trapping and relocating the deer. impractical and inhumane 
 i. The Task Force viewed this method as impractical because there is no where to  

   take the deer. 
 ii. This method is also inhumane in that it induces cardiac myopathy (cardiac arrest)  

   and the deer go into shock. 
L. To meet their charge to educate and engage the public the Task Force went to 5 different locations  
    around the city to present the report findings and administer a survey to discover citizen preference  
    for each recommendation and how deer may be impacting citizen lives. 

1. The survey was also online and in total had about 750 respondents, most of whom where  
  from the southeast quadrant of the City indicating it as the area of greatest concern and  
  highest number of human-deer interactions.   

2. In this area, citizens reported seeing 1-5 deer a day  
3. Graphs and citizen responses indicate that this is mostly a city problem due to   

  more active hunting and predators in the county.  
M. The Task Force gave up on determining an exact number of deer in the community due to cost 
      restraints.  

1. It found 13 times more deer scat at Griffy than Morgan-Monroe State Forest, which is an  
  order of magnitude difference that correlates with extent of damage observed. 
N. The recommendations vary by three locations: urban high density, urban fringe, and Griffy Nature  
     Preserve. 
O. For urban fringe zone the Task Force recommends establishing an Urban Deer Zone (UDZ), which  
     modifies hunting practices for example longer hunting season, a program to encourage taking of does  
     over bucks, and an increase bag limits. 
P. For the urban high density zone the Task Force recommends, 

1. Hunting in the City on 5 acres or more by way of bow and arrow. 
2. Sharpshooting in limited areas in the Southeast section of city at night through the use of  

  night vision and silencers, which results in very high accuracy. 
3. Trap and Kill for pocket deer.  
 i. Pocket deer are those with established ranges within a neighborhood that   

   stay put and are not likely to be lured out. 
 ii. The Task Force initially dismissed this method but found a more humane,   

   modified version involving prebaiting a deer to bring it to a certain yard (with  
   resident permission).    

 iii. After the deer is prebatied a clover trap is set up that allows the deer to come in  



 4

  and eat, then the door  closes behind them and a biologist is called and arrives  
  within ten minutes to terminate the deer. 
 iv. Cortisol levels of the deer that have been killed will be measured and monitored  
  to ensure that the deer are not being unduly stressed. 

Q. For the Griffy zone the Task Force recommends a sharpshooting deer reduction program at Griffy  
      right away. 

1. The Task Force views the situation here much different than in the city and one of high  
  urgency.  

2. The deer are damaging the understory to a high extent and thus impacting other   
  wildlife. 
R. Rollo discusses survey respondents’ preference for management techniques that led the Task Force to 

      determine that the public are nearing their social carrying capacity of the deer population.  
S. With the mass culling of the deer population the task force also recommends that all deer         
meat be processed and donated to local food shelters  
T. Question and Answer   Time Mark: 7:51 p.m. 

1. Litwin asks about the implementation of trap and kill; Rollo responds that it was   
  intentional to leave how recommendations will be implemented to the Council. 

 i. Rollo says it would be done in coordination with IDNR with the intent that a 
   neighborhood association or entity would contract with USDA through the  

City.    
 ii. Rollo notes this may not be feasible and that his main focus for the next year is  

   addressing Griffy and writing legislation for that zone. 
2. Thompson asks how the recommendations will be funded; Rollo says Griffy will   

  be paid for by  taxpayers seeing as it is a public good. 
 i. In the urban areas, the task force advises that neighbors pool resources.  
 ii.  Rollo notes sharpshooting costs about $100/deer. 
3. Thompson asks about the logistics of processing the deer meat; Rollo responds   

  that it is feasible. 
4. Albright asks how the Griffy Lake drawdown and dam repair may affect deer   

  control plans; Rollo sees no concern. 
5. Williams asks that since no exact deer number is known, how will a limit or goal   

  of deer taking be set; Rollo says it is up to the wildlife biologists to determine.  
 i. Rollo notes one Councilman is calling for a flyover before moving forward. 
 ii. Rollo notes this is only an advisory document at this point and that the danger of  

   waiting means greater expense and more deer will need to be killed.  
6. Julian asks if tagging deer as a way to count them is possible; Rollo says yes, but   

  there is a cost involved.  
7. Lindberg asks how large a doe’s territory is; Rollo is not certain.  
8. Rollo notes how controversial the topic is and the importance of good data paired   

  with a rational approach. 
 i. Rollo says it is a moral dilemma for many people, but he does not believe it is  

   humane to let the population reach the point of crash.  
 ii. Lindberg notes it is all about balance. 
9. Jung asks how you explain the killing of deer to children; Rollo says he believes   

  human are detached from where their food comes from. 
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 i. Rollo says one possible explanation is that the deer culled and used for human  
   food probably couldn’t have had a better life up until they died and that a natural  
   life of a deer may result in being eaten by a predator and when comparing that to  
   a sharp shoot to the head there is a comparison of humaneness. 

 iii. Jung notes she is a vegetarian and this is a moral issue for her but that she    
   understands the difficulty of the issue. 

10. Jung follows up with the scenario of a mother deer and her babies and asks what happens  
 in this situation; Rollo says you kill in season when fawns are grown, such as during  
 winter times. 
11. Julian notes that there are wildlife films that discuss the natural order of life that   

  can be used by the schools to explain the killing of deer to children. 
12. Jung notes how suddenly things may change in natures balance citing harsh   

  winters; Rollo says a disease is sweeping through the deer population now.  
13.  Rollo also cites the land development review process that the EC is part of and the need  

  to consider wildlife corridors in the city such as areas that intend for deer to cross in a 
  certain place and the use of signs to make people aware of such crossing. 

            i.  Julian asks if that would go into the comprehensive plan; Rollo says yes and that 
   it would be initiated by a group like the EC. 
            ii.   Jung is in support of this idea and would like to see more deer crossing signs and 
   lower speed limits.   
14.  Williams counters Jung’s earlier concern over how to explain the killing of deer to  

   children. 
U. Rollo can be reached by email listed on councils website and will be in touch about possible EC   
     applicants.   
 

V. Committee Reports & Discussions (35 min)  Time Mark: 8:17 p.m. 
 A.  Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (15 min: Chaim, Dianne, Mike, Linda)    
  1. Chick-Fil-A (3020 E. Third St.): Going forward; just a few plants need tweaking in their  
   landscape plan. 
  2. Pavillion Inc. (601 N. Walnut St., where Mad Mushroom is now): Will be having their 
   second hearing and may need to change some street trees. EC will suggest adding  green  
   building ideas. 
  3. Patterson Park (445 S. Patterson St.): ECPC does not want to support. 
   i. The petitioner wants to change zoning to a PUD and build apartments.  
   ii. They have more impervious surface than would be allowed under UDO. 

iii. There is a creek on one end and a flood plane. The ECPC plans to recommend 
that the petitioner daylight the part of the creek that is in the culvert.  

iv. There are no riparian buffers in their plan, no plans for floodplain or riparian 
buffer in easement as is called for in UDO, and no landscaping plan in PUD. 

v. Overall seems like a bad idea. City is not too thrilled in general. 
vi. PUD is meant to be a flexibility mechanism to make an area better than straight 

regulations, but that does not appear to be the case here. 
vii. Albright asks if the memo has been submitted yet; Thompson says yes for the first 

hearing.  
4. Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard (1100 W. Allen Street): Want to move to new location in an 
 existing building. 
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 i. Requesting a use variance to plant fruit trees in the tree plot; seems like a good  
  idea but the issue of fruit dropping onto the sidewalk will need to be addressed. 
5. Clarizz Medical Office (995 S. Clarizz Blvd.): Original plan was for two buildings with a 
 parking lot in between. They have built one building and half of the parking lot and now 
 need more parking instead of another building, so they are requesting to add more 
 parking to the PUD. 
 i. Hathaway asks if there will be no net increase in impervious surface; Thompson  
  says no there will not be any extra impervious surface from original plan. 

 B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee    (15 min: Diane, Kriste, Emily)     Time: 8:26 p.m. 
  1. Jung: Jung and Kasnak have continued on with Farmers Market and have only five signs  
   left.  
   i. Kasnak has been looking for grants and the Center for Sustainable Living (CSL)  
    is interested. 
   ii. Elaine Cumberland from a Commission on Sustainability is interested is   
    partnering with L4L. 
   iii. The two are planning on being at the winter market once a month. 
   iv. Jung was contacted by students in Margie Hershey’s class, which she has worked  
    with before, for an interview.   
   v. Faith, who was at the last meeting, wrote an article but has not gotten it to Diane 
    for review. 
  2. Kasnak has been working with Jung at the Farmer’s Market. 
   i. Also has been compiling a list of environmental groups in Bloomington and what  
    their purpose is. 
   ii. Also working on finding grants for L4L. 
  3. Lindberg: Working on Sassafras Audubon Society potential grant application. 
   i. Updating L4L power point. 
   ii. HT ran polystyrene fact sheet in the Sunday outdoor section and goes out to a 
    wider range than just Bloomington. 
    1. Gillian Fields wants to do more fact sheets with the EC, next one focused  
     on lawns for life. 
   iii. Participating in an IU Service Learning project, specifically developing a 

marketing plan for L4L or the EC in general and will meet this Tuesday at 2:30  
 p.m.  

    1. The service learning students will have a presentation of their   
     recommendations at end of semester.  

iv.  MLK Jr. Day deadline is November 9th, thinking of a natural landscaping themed 
    project partnering with a local artist (Sarah Steffey McQueen) who is an  
   MCCSC teacher. 

 1. May possibly create a mandala to increase awareness of natural  
    landscaping/environment and to think about the environment in a deeper  
    way. 

 2. Thompson mentions the possibility of partnering with CSL and that if 
    another project comes up possibly the mandala can be part of Eco Hero 
    Awards. 

v. Hathaway brings up the previous idea of seed saving through Wylie House  
   Museum as an activity for children at the winter market. 
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 1. Jung says go forward and contact Sherry Wise, natural coordinator of 
    museum. 

  4. Jung spoke to Julie Thomas who has expressed an interest in expanding L4L to the  
   County. 
    1. Jung volunteers to go to County Environmental Commission meetings.  

C. Eco Hero Award Committee   (5 min: Emily)  Time: 8:41 p.m. 
 1. Kasnak sent final message to schools regarding the pick up of entries from last year. 
  i. Thompson wants to follow up one last time  
 2. Thompson reserved atrium for display of art next spring. 
 3. Jung asks about timeline of process; Albright plans to review timeline. 
 4. Hathaway mentions that donor outreach may have begun this time last year. 
 5. Kasnak asks who is on the committee; Albright is the main person and will pass materials  

 from last year on to Kasnak. 
 6. Kasnak mentions that files are missing.  
 7. Jung asks if there is a set date for the ceremony and notes the Mayor needs to be booked. 
 8. Hathaway notes the Mayor may have money to give for this event.  
 

VI. Old business   (10 min)      Time: 8:45 p.m. 
 A. BEQI Green Infrastructure vote   (10 min: Carissa, Carrie, Meg) 
  1. Moncavage & Albright are now the BEQI committee after meeting and dividing up the 
   ecosystems services sections for detailed reviewed. 
  2. Hathaway presentation on BEQI: 
   i. Currently the page is only internally visible. 

ii. The Green Infrastructure report is structured around six different ecosystem 
services, such as stormwater management and urban agriculture.  Each ecosystem 
service has its own webpage.  

iii. Each web page contains explanatory text, an indicator list for the particular 
section, a table on how Bloomington scores on the indicators, a definition list, and 
a references list. 

   iv. Each web page is connected to a master list of all indicators.  
   v. The nature of a small number of indicators has been changed.   
    1. The invasive species removal section previously said, “Number of distinct  
     efforts at removing invasive species” changed to “Number of   
     organizations in town working on invasive species removal” 

vi. Only one indicator is still outstanding: conservation easements in Bloomington, 
#6a 

    1. The delay on this information lies in the fact that there is no good source  
     of information on all private land in Bloomington. 
    2. Kasnak is contacting agencies that may or may not have easements to  
     collect final conservation easement data. 
   vii. Created BEQI archive page that contains past documents that are not on the main  
    webpage. 
   viii. Litwin moves to approve the section as is with the understanding that if Hathaway 
    finds any non-substantive corrections that are still needed she may go ahead and 
    make those, Julian seconds the motion to approve. The motion passes  
    unanimously. 
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VII. New business   (32 min)     Time: 8:58 p.m. 
 A. December Meeting check-in   (2 min: Carrie) 

1. Albright reiterates that meeting schedule will differ from previous years.  It is important 
to communicate this reminder to ensure quorum will be met at the meeting. 

B. Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Recommendation to City   (10 Min: Linda)  
  1. Thompson says that EAB has been found within the City limits.  

2. The Tree Commission is in the process of writing a recommendation to the 
administration on what to do in relation to City trees and would like the EC’s blessing. 

  3. The draft recommendation mentions a study at Purdue that recommends various  
   different EAB control methods. 

i. Injection to tree by a licensed state chemical applicator with chemicals. Treatment 
lasts two years and would be expensive.      

ii. The study recommends that of the trees that have been determined to be saved,  
injection should be administered to 20 percent of saved trees a year with a cycle 
 of five years to disperse cost. Also, if it turns out to be a worst infestation it will  
not all happen at once. 

iii. But, in order to be treated the trees must be between 5 and 35 inches DBH. 
1. Therefore it is financially advantageous to remove all trees under 5 inches DBH  
    and replace them with new trees rather than treating the existing small trees. 
2. Similarly, treatment seems unsuccessful on large trees over 35 DBH, so it is  
    cost-effective to cut all of them down as well.   

4. City tree treatment efforts would only apply to street trees and park trees; it is hoped 
homeowners will treat their own ash trees. 

  5. Cost $10/inch from one person that treats trees, neighborhood that is infested was   
   charging $16-18/inch DBH per tree. 
  6. Thompson says when she receives a more detailed draft she will distribute it to the EC.  

7. Litwin asks if ash trees have been surveyed thoroughly in the City to find out which are 
and are not infected. Thompson says she does not know but guesses no.  

  8. Litwin asks what is the ultimate goal, to just save City street trees? Because it will not  
   eliminate infestation; Thompson says aim is to save City street trees. 

i. Jung notes saving City trees is all the Tree Commission is responsible for and 
they plan for public education via an outreach program at the master gardener 
show. 

   ii. Thompson notes they will likely ask us for help with this also. Thompson also  
    notes that the Tree Commission will have to give a different message to a   
    homeowner that has an ash tree than the mayor who makes decisions on City 
    trees. 

C. Deer Task Force letter   (20 min: Carrie, et al)   Time: 9:08 p.m.  
1. Albright reads an email from Moncavage recommending that the EC publicly support the 

recommendations of the Deer Task Force but remain environmentally focused in its 
reasons for supporting the report.  

2. Thompson says the first question is not what an EC letter should contain, but whether the 
EC should write a letter of support at all. 

3. Lindberg supports Rollo’s stance of advocating for quality of life in Bloomington for the 
environment as well as people.  
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4. Albright appreciates Rollo’s whole-ecosystem perspective. 
5. Albright also appreciates the time and energy the various parties have put into the report 

in trying to represent all different perspectives and come up with options for the City.  
  5. Julian favors writing a letter of support for the report and its recommendations. 

i. He notes that the difficulty of the deer situation is one of our own making and that 
we must therefore take responsibility for it. 

ii. Julian believes the report is thorough, effectively weighed all options, and feels 
the report’s conclusions to be based on sound reasoning.  

6. May concurs that the EC should support the report, adding that… 
i. …the deer meat would not be wasted and would go to people in need. 
ii. … the report could be an opportunity to discuss death with children and the reality 

of its occurrence.  
7. Albright repeats that the Council will have their first hearing on November 28th and the 

final hearing of the report on December 5th.  Her understanding is that the Council would 
be accepting the report as a valid set of data, studies, opinions, recommendations and that 
no policy decisions will be made at that time.  

8. Litwin assumes that if the Council accepts the report, they will be accepting the 
recommendations without any particular implementing actions. 

  i. Other EC members agree. 
 9. Discussion continues about how to proceed. 

10. Litwin moves to write a letter to support the Deer Task Force report’s recommendations, 
and to include in that letter only explanations for the EC’s position as discussed during 
this meeting. Julian seconds. Jung abstains. The motion passes. 

11. Albright will draft a letter of support and send it out to the whole EC. 
 
VIII. Commissioner Announcements   (15 min)    Time: 9:27 p.m. 

A. Lindberg says the Utilities Department has been working on the MS4 report for the City.  She 
requests a list of stormwater-related EC projects from Hathaway.. 

 
IX. Adjournment          Time: 9:29 p.m. 

A. Julian moves to adjourn and Albright seconds. The motion passes unanimously.  Meeting adjourns at  
9:29 p.m. 

 
    
 
   



 
City of Bloomington 

Environmental Commission 
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e-mail: environment@bloomington.in.gov 

ENVIRONMENTAL  COMMISSION  MINUTES 
Thursday, September 27, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending: 
Carrie Albright (Chair), Mike Litwin (Vice Chair), Meg Hathaway (Fellow), Chaim Julian, Diane Jung, Emily 

Kasnak (Intern), Kriste Lindberg, Mike Litwin, Dianne May, Carissa Moncavage, Linda Thompson (Staff), and Andy 
Williams  
 

Absent: None 
 
I.  Introductions   (6 min)    Time Mark: 7:08 pm 

A. New 2012–13 Intern, Emily Kasnak 
1. Kasnak is the new Planning Department intern.  She will be working on the Lawns for Life 

campaign as well as the Eco Hero Awards.  She is a senior in SPEA majoring in public 
management. This past summer she spent the summer in Oxford studying environmental policy. 

 
II.  Announcements   (5 min)     Time Mark: 7:09 pm 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, October 25th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
      B. Next Planning Committee meetings:   Oct. 11th, Oct. 24th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
      C. Next Tree Commission meeting:   Oct. 17th, 9:30 am, Rose Hill 
      D. Next BCOS meeting:   Oct. 9th, 6:00 pm, McCloskey Room       

 
             III.  Approval of August Minutes   (10 min)  Time Mark: 7:10pm 

A.  Hathaway has incorporated edits suggested for the August minutes. 
B.  Williams motions and Litwin seconds the motion to approve the August minutes.  The motion passes 

unanimously. 
 
IV.  Public Comment   (15 min)   Time Mark: 7:12pm 

A. Faith Nebergall is attending the EC meeting for a school assignment. 
B. Deborah Myerson has applied to be on the EC.  She is an independent urban planner who works as a 

consultant and is interested in getting more involved in Bloomington.  She came tonight to see what a 
typical meeting is like. 

  
V.  Committee reports & discussions   (60 min) Time Mark: 7:14pm 

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (15 min: Chaim, Dianne, Mike, Linda) 
1. Chick-Fil-A (3020 E. Third Street):  A 5,000 square ft. free-standing restaurant is proposed in the 

College Mall area on East 3rd St. and Kingston.  This site is the former Mark Pi within the College 
Mall PUD. 

i. They will request variances from the driveway setback. 
ii. They have not yet made architectural changes specified by the Planning dept. 
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2. CFC (217 W. Kirkwood Street): The petitioner is requesting to move and repurpose the existing 
drive-through building on the west side of the Chase Bank to the west side of the B-Line trail.  
The move is being prompted by the current Hyatt hotel petition.  The building is a long, narrow, 
limestone structure that the petitioner wants to use for three small-scale retail shops servicing the 
trail users. 

i. Approval requires a right-of-way vacation from City Council and a Site Plan from the PC. 
ii. The EC wants to see a landscape plan.  The requirement for no invasive plant species can 

be a condition of approval. 
3. Hyatt Place (217 W. Kirkwood):  This petition is scheduled for a second hearing with the PC.  

There are no substantive changes since the plan was last discussed. 
4. Bloomington Pointe:  The petition is for an affordable housing project to be located on S. Walnut 

St on the current location of a weekly-rental motel and the bar Roosters (formerly known as 
Legends). 

i. The bar and motel will be torn down and replaced with four buildings for low-income 
housing apartments. One existing limestone building will be reused as a clubhouse. 

ii. At the EC’s request the petitioner has altered the arrangement of their buildings to leave 
room for a riparian buffer along a creek the proposed development abuts on the south side.  
The petitioners are leaving existing woodland patches, re-vegetating other areas of the 
creek’s bank to leave a riparian buffer.  The riparian buffer will also contain two large rain 
gardens. 

iii. The petitioners are requesting a use variance to allow residential use on the first floor.  
Thompson says this use request seems logical for the site. 

iv. Honeysuckle, which is invasive, has been removed from their landscaping plan.  
Thompson has spent a lot of time being sure the petitioners revised their landscaping plan 
properly, and reports that it is very well done now. 

v. Jung inquires how this developer is defining low-income housing. Thompson is unsure. 
vi. Thompson doubts that the EC’s suggestion to include green building features will be 

included in the plan due to cost considerations.  However, there is an excellent 
landscaping plan that corresponds well with the UDO’s plant list. 

vii. The plan for a play area has been revised to include pervious pavers in a play area. 
5. Thompson reports that there is high demand for hearings by the Planning Commission at the next 

meeting. There is a slight possibility that a petition not discussed here may be added to this 
month’s list. 

B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee    (15 min: Diane, Kriste, Emily)   Timemark: 7:26 pm 
1. Jung reports that three Saturdays ago there was a detailed article on Lawns for Life published in 

the Herald Time featuring Jung and former intern Chad Carwein.  The article included many 
pictures. 

i. At the Farmers’ Market following the article’s publication, the EC gave away a record of 
10 L4L signs. 

ii. One interesting conversation at the Farmers’ Market that day was with the owner of a 
lawncare company who expressed conflict over maintaining his own lawn non-toxically  
but applying toxic chemicals to the lawns of others at their request.  

2. Jung hopes that IU students this year will do a radio PSA on natural landscaping through IU’s  
service learning program.  Jung has done various IU Service Learning Program class projects in 
the past with IU students. 

3. Hathaway ran the EC display at last weekend’s Farmers’ Market. 
i. One new resident of Bloomington had been confused by comments from a neighbor 

claiming that "front yard gardens are illegal in Bloomington, and in any case, bring down 
property values."  

ii. This incident leads Jung to suggest that there is a need for Bloomington’s ordinances to be 
better publicized.  At a minimum, she herself is interested in knowing more. 
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a. Thompson points out that neighborhood covenants can be stricter than the City’s 
regulations.  She adds that Bloomington has no restrictions on gardens in front 
yards; even crops like corn and wheat are permissible.  The only thing you cannot 
do is inhibit the line of sight if you live on a corner plot. 

b. Jung worries that publicizing what you can do with gardens in Bloomington may 
lead to a blowback in public opinion and lead to garden ordinances that are more 
restrictive. 

c. Thompson notes that because many other towns do have ordinances regarding 
front yard gardens, they assume Bloomington does too. 

d. Jung notes the importance of checking gardening restrictions before you move to a 
new neighborhood or condominium. 

e. Jung and Albright support consideration for the idea of creating a gardening 
ordinance brochure. 

f. Thompson mentions that two businesses are currently requesting variances to 
officially amend their landscaping requirements to include more (perennial) food-
producing plants like serviceberry bushes.  

4. Hathaway provides an update on the “Safe and Non-Toxic Lawn Care” brochure. 
i. At the last EC meeting commissioners expressed concern about the biological controls 

section of the brochure.  
a. Hathaway researched the use of milky spore powder and beneficial nematodes, 

and concludes that they are safe practices appropriate for inclusion in the brochure.   
The EC concurs with her judgment after Hathaway describes her findings on how 
the biological cycle of how milky spore works to control Japanese beetle larvae. 

b. Julian is intrigued by the process of producing milky spore powder, and reports 
that he has read about a similar biological control method: creating “bug juice” 
made from crushed insects as a means of spreading diseases specific to those 
pests.  

ii. Hathaway replaced the flame-weeding section of the brochure with a statement 
differentiating between organic and inorganic/synthetic fertilizer. 

iii. Jung requests that an introductory sentence or two be added to the brochure.  The EC 
supports the proposal and offers suggestions for how to rearrange the text blocks to make 
room for an introduction. 

iv. Williams moves to approve the brochure, pending revision according to Jung’s 
suggestions.  Jung seconds.  The motion passes unanimously. 

C. BEQI Committee   (20 min: Carissa, Carrie, Meg)  Timemark: 7:45pm 
1. Hathaway reminds the EC of the history of the last revision of green infrastructure section of 

BEQI, which was begun by Jess Vogt.  Chad Carwein collected data on many of the indicators 
and began writing an urban agriculture section.  Hathaway’s role has been copyediting the entire 
report and rewriting the urban agriculture sub-section specifically to include more local 
information. 

2. To promote urban agriculture as an ecosystem service of green infrastructure, Hathaway seeks a 
photo of a Bloomington resident in their garden with a chicken or vegetables that they have raised. 

i. Jung suggests contacting Carol Krauss. 
ii. Hathaway stresses that she can clarify to anyone considering contributing photos how 

those photos will be used.  
3. The content of the green infrastructure report has, to the best of Hathaway’s knowledge, never 

before been approved by the EC. 
4. To date, Hathaway has received no comments on the drafts of the green infrastructure report she 

has mailed out.  She requests guidance from the EC on how to proceed. 
5. Hathaway notes that because this is her final semester with the EC, timing will be important in 

getting the report up online before she leaves. 
6. Hathaway asks the EC if there are any outstanding questions on the content of the report. 
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i. Thompson wants to discuss conservation easements with Hathaway, but will do so after 
the meeting. 

ii. Albright is confident in what she has seen in the report.  Litwin concurs.  Albright 
appreciates Hathaway’s contribution of localizing the information in the urban agriculture 
section. 

iii. Thompson says that the report appears to be nearly done, needing only a check for typos. 
7. Hathaway notes that it is an unusual situation in that the BEQI committee has recently had no 

commissioner members to review the green infrastructure draft.  However, she feels that the 
process of having had the report reviewed over time by three different interns gives her some level 
of confidence in the report’s contents. 

i. Litwin agrees with the contention that the extensive intern review gives a good level of 
confidence in the accuracy of that report section. 

8. The urban agriculture section has had a close review by Thompson. 
9. Hathaway reminds the EC that one possibility would be to construct the new website but not 

publish it as viewable to the public. 
i. Williams supports this idea. 

ii. Jung concurs, and would prefer a BEQI committee review of the report before it goes live. 
10. Albright says that the EC will hold off on voting on the report until next meeting, but that 

Hathaway can construct the webpage for the whole report. 
11. Albright and Moncavage will be the new BEQI committee for Hathaway, and will meet later next 

week. 
D. Waste Reduction Committee   (10 min: Carrie, Carissa, Andy) 

1. Williams report that the committee will be meeting soon with Jacqui Bauer to discuss the next 
stages for the event recycling kits.  

 
VI.  Old Business   (10 min) 

D. Items slated for old business have already been discussed in the meeting. 
 
 VII.  New business   (20 min)     Time Mark: 7:57pm 
  A. Greenhouse gas inventory project   (10 min: Carrie) 

1. Albright says Jacqui Bauer had found a volunteer interested in working on this project, but the 
volunteer has since withdrawn. 

2. Thompson says that this should be a future EC project, possibly as a priority for next year. 
  B. IU Chemistry air analysis project   (10 min: Carrie) 

1. Scott Robinson from the planning department approached the EC with a proposal from his wife 
Jill Robinson, who teaches in IU’s chemistry department.  She wants to do a class project 
assessing ozone levels measured in Bloomington and requests the EC’s official support.  Prof. 
Robinson would also like the students to present their findings at an EC meeting. 

2. The project would require a small investment of time from the EC but would be a good way to 
encourage environmental awareness among students. 

3. The EC is unsure how ozone levels are assessed locally. 
4. Albright reads a letter drafted by Prof. Robinson offered as a suggestion for how the EC can 

formally request her students to work on this project. 
i. The letter describes the EC, specifies various research questions and states that the project 

is being requested due to concern over the high number of ozone action days recently 
reported in Bloomington.  The project would also call for suggestions on how the City can 
inform citizens of local ozone events. 

ii. Various EC members state that they like the text of the letter. 
iii. Jung asks for clarification on the definition of “ozone event.”  Thompson suggests thermal 

inversions as an example of a phenomenon that would cause one. 
iv. Discussion continues.  Various copy-editing suggests are made. 
v. Albright asks that the text of the letter be attached to the end of the minutes. 
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vi. Williams, seconded by Julian, motions to approve the letter as amended during the 
meeting.  The motion passes unanimously. 

5. Ozone effects are not an area in which the EC has extensive expertise. Litwin asks what the 
negative health effects, or other negative effects, are caused by ozone.  Discussion ensues. 
vii. Hathaway will quickly research this topic and email a brief memo to the EC. 

 
 VIII.  Commissioner announcements   (10 min) Time Mark: 8:13pm 

A. Thompson recently attended a planning conference and will be bringing new ideas to the ECPC. 
B. As a Lawns for Life initiative, Hathaway wants to create a craft project sheet on how to make mason bee 

houses. 
1. The project would be useful as a means to create wildlife habitat for pollinators and do so on a 

scale that requires far less time and expense that maintaining a hive for honeybees. 
2. Hathaway notes that habitat for mason bees is needed because the bees cannot create their own 

tunnels (they normally use beetle tunnels in dead trees), and humans regularly clear away the dead 
trees in which they would normally live. 

3. Mason bees don’t make honey but do provide pollination benefits. 
4. Thompson notes that honeybees get more press but wild bees are important too. 
5. Mason bees don’t drill wood themselves, unlike carpenter bees, which have been known to 

damage people’s homes.  Litwin and Jung emphasize that Hathaway should distinguish between 
carpenter and mason bees, and find out if there are ways of encouraging the population of mason 
bees but not carpenter bees. 

6. The EC encourages Hathaway to make a handout as planned. 
C. Litwin notes that he has not heard any updates recently from the switchyard task force. 

1. Lindberg notes that a cleanup project is planned at the switchyard on October 20th.  
2. Thompson is also unsure where the task force stands, but knows that the public meetings have 

now ended. 
D. Julian notes that the EC is very concerned about the environment, and invites EC members to get out and 

vote in upcoming elections in accordance with those values. 
E. Lindberg has been speaking with Heather Reynolds and wants to suggest a future project through IU’s 

service learning program assessing the effects of naturalizing greenspace on the health of trees growing in 
those locations.  Jung suggests that Lindberg contact Andrew Libby for assistance. 

F. Lindberg identifies the Sassafras Audubon Society as an organization with money available for 
environmental projects.  Jung will be sure to contact them. 

G. Lindberg promotes an art exhibit about stormwater currently featured at the Indianapolis Art Museum 
called FLOW.  There may be a free talk on the project in Bloomington coming up at the IU Art Museum, 
The Venue, or Green Drinks.  Lindberg may partner with BEAD and Miah Michaelson on this.  The EC 
supports putting its name behind the event. 

H. Jung plans to table at the Winter Farmers’ Market, but only once a month.  She proposes offering some 
type of activity at these indoor tabling days, and likes Hathaway’s mason bee house suggestion.  Jung also 
invites suggestions for grants that L4L could apply for to secure funds for buying more signs. 

I. Albright thanks the EC for their continuing work on environmental initiatives during her recent absence. 
 
IX.  Adjournment      Time Mark: 8:34pm     

A. Julian motions to adjourn and Williams seconds.  Meeting adjourns at 8:34 pm. 
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Appendix: 
Draft Letter from the EC to the Chemistry Students of IU Prof. Jill Robinson Concerning a Request for a 
Research Project on Local Ozone Levels 
 
Author: Prof. Jill Robinson 
 
Dear C118 Chemistry Students at Indiana University, 
     The Bloomington Environmental Commission (EC) was established by municipal ordinance in 1971 and is an 
advisory body composed of Bloomington citizens appointed by the Mayor and Common Council. The mission of the 
Environmental Commission is to advise the City of Bloomington on how its actions and policies may preserve and 
enhance the quality of Bloomington's environment, including the life-supporting processes that natural ecological 
systems provide to humans and other organisms.  In supporting its mission, the EC actively participates in the city 
planning process; researches and reports on environmental topics; develops educational outreach activities and 
materials; responds to inquiries from residents; and coordinates with other municipal boards and commissions and 
other organizations on issues of mutual interest. 
     The EC reports on Bloomington Environmental Quality Indicators (BEQI), including air quality issues.  Due to the 
recent number of ozone action days in the summer of 2012, the EC would like to know more about this type of 
pollution within the City of Bloomington. This will help us make recommendations on policy and urban growth that 
will affect local air pollution.  We would also like to inform Bloomington residents about causes of change in local 
ozone concentration and make recommendations for citizen precautions and action on these days.  Currently, the EC 
webpage (see address below) contains links to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) web page for basic 
information about criteria pollutants and national and regional air quality.  Ozone is currently not measured in Monroe 
County and the Council would like information about ozone measurements within city limits to best direct future 
policy.  We would to request a summary report on ozone levels in Bloomington during the month of August in 2012.  
Portions of the report may be used on the EC website and should answer the following questions.  The EC may also 
request for a student team to make a presentation at an upcoming meeting. 
 
a) What is ozone and what causes ozone pollution? 
b) Why are there ozone alerts in rural areas such as southern Indiana? 
c) What health problems are caused by high levels of ozone? 
d) What were ozone levels in Bloomington during the month of August 
2012?  What do these data tell us about air quality in Bloomington? 
e) What recommendations should be made to citizens? 
f) To help with these tasks, Dr. Jill Robinson, will provide you with 
background information on air pollution and atmospheric chemistry. 
She will also provide you with ozone data for the month of August in 
Bloomington.  Thanks in advance for all your help! 
 
xxxx 
Environmental Commission 
City of Bloomington, Indiana 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 

Thursday, August 23, 2012, 7:00 pm 
City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 

 
Attending: 

Mike Litwin (Vice Chair), Chad Carwein (Intern), Meg Hathaway (Fellow), Chaim Julian, Diane Jung, Carissa 
Moncavage, Linda Thompson (Staff), and Andy Williams  

 
Absent: Carrie Albright, Kriste Lindberg 

 
I.  Introductions   (3 min) 
    
II.  Announcements   (5 min) 

A.  Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, September 27th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
B.  Next Planning Committee meetings:   Aug. 29th, Sept. 13th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
C.  Next Tree Commission meeting:   Sept 19th, 9:30 am, Bryan Park, north shelter 
D.  Next BCOS meeting:   Sept. 11th, 6:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
E.  Jacqui Bauer announces that a women’s bike ride will be taking place August 30, 2012 at 6pm, leaving 

from City Hall.  The goal is to encourage bike riding, especially in individuals who may be hesitant to ride 
in an urban setting. 

 
             III.  Approval of June & July minutes   (10 min) 

A.  Carwein has already incorporated edits suggested for the June and July minutes. 
B.  Julian motions and Williams seconds the motion to approve the June and July minutes.  The motion passes 

unanimously. 
 
IV.  Public comment   (10 min)  

A. Jacqui Bauer, Sustainability Coordinator for the City of Bloomington, describes progress on the recycling 
kits for Bloomington events project on which she is collaborating with Albright. 

1. The kits have already been requested at three more events, indicating that demand is there for the 
program. 

2. Bauer and Albright are discussing how to expand the project. 
i. There are only three kits so far, so the initiative is still in a pilot project stage. 

ii. Lotus Fest is interested in using the recycling kits. 
iii. The EC discusses other Bloomington events to approach for encouraging recycling.  

3. Bauer expresses a goal of raising the public’s familiarity with the recycling project so that recycling 
at events becomes second nature. 

 
V.  Committee reports & discussions   (70 min)    

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (15 min: Carrie, Chaim, Dianne, Mike, Linda) 
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1. Chick-Fil-A: A 5,000 square ft. free-standing restaurant is proposed in the College Mall area on 
East 3rd St. and Kingston.  This site is the former Mark Pi within the College Mall PUD. 

i. Current Chick-Fil-A locations in Bloomington are located inside College Mall and in 
IU’s main library. 

ii. The development will involve tearing down an existing structure and building a new 
one. 

iii. The size of the proposed development means that Chick-Fil-A will have issues meeting 
on-site detention pond standards.  An area outside for picnic tables will have permeable 
pavers. 

iv. The current landscaping plan has an invasive species listed. 
v. The ECPC will be recommending a sidepath rather than a sidewalk and will discuss 

issues of  reusing demolition material, recycling, and green building. 
vi. The petitioners are requesting a variance for their driveway setback. 

2. Bloomington Public Transportation Corporation continued their plan for a new bus station at 301 
S. Walnut St., discussed at the July EC meeting, at the last minute from last month’s Planning 
Committee meeting in order to revise the architectural plan and resubmit the proposals.  The site 
and building are being designed to achieve LEED Silver Certification. 

i. Only the architecture has changed since last time the ECPC reviewed the case, so 
ECPC’s recommendations from its previous meeting remain the same as before.  They 
will focus on encouraging more native plants to be included in the landscaping plan. 

ii. Thompson notes that the green building material pictured in the plans is limestone. 
3. Hyatt Place: A proposal for a 168-bed Hyatt Place Hotel to be located on the former drive-through 

site directly west of Chase Bank.  This site is located on property bordered by Kirkwood Avenue 
to the north, 4th Street to the south, the B-Line Trail to the west, and Gentry Street to the east. 

i. Julian expresses apprehension regarding the labor policies of the Hyatt hotel chain and 
will alert the City Council about his concerns. 

ii. The petitioners are requesting a variance reversing the direction of Gentry St. 
iii. The proposed hotel has three stories along the B-Line, increasing in elevation to 7 stories 

along the eastern portion of the site. 
a. The height variation within the proposed structure is to help with architectural 

scale of the side of the building that will directly abut the B-Line Trail. 
b. 130 structured parking spaces are proposed on floor levels 2 and 3, with stories 

4-7 reserved for guest rooms.  The hotel will not be putting parking 
underground. 

c. In comparison, the Chase bank next to the site plan is three stories in height. 
d. Thompson notes that the site location drops downhill, so the height of the 

building will not be as apparent as if it were at the elevation of the Courthouse 
Square. 

e. The hotel will be below the Courthouse in height. 
iv. The EC notes that traffic congestion will be severe during construction of so centrally-

located a development. 
v. Thompson displays various renderings of the proposed development. 

vi. The EC expresses concern that Gentry St. will be architecturally drab and intimidating 
unless its appearance is softened somehow.  Julian suggests plantings, possibly as 
hangings. 

vii. Thompson notes that there is a need for more hotel space in Bloomington and that this is 
a popular proposal in part because the site is currently a vacant lot. 

viii. Thompson notes that environmental concerns have not featured in Hyatt’s development 
plan. 

a. Thompson adds that the ECPC intends to draft a detailed memo for this site, 
though she is uncertain how responsive Hyatt will be to recommendations that 
deviate from the company’s standardized construction plans. 



  Page 3 

b. The ECPC will request LED outside lights like along the B-Line. 
4. Thompson notes that there is an upcoming request from the City to rezone multiple properties 

within the Old Northeast Neighborhood to conform to zoning which occurred prior to 2001, the 
last comprehensive update of the City’s zoning map.  However, this request does not involve any 
environmental issues. 

 
B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee    (20 min: Diane, Kriste, Chad) 

1. Jung reports that she and Carwein have spent a lot of time at the farmers’ market this summer. 
2. A PowerPoint has been created promoting natural landscaping.  Lindberg recently presented it 

publically for the first time at the County Fair. 
3. Jung and Carwein will be featured in a Herald Times article by Carrol Krause on September 8. 
4. Lawns for Life Signs are still going very strong. 

i. About 2-5 new signs are being given out each weekend at the farmers’ market.  People 
are approaching the L4L booth and asking for them specifically. 

ii. Jung notes that at this point L4L has moved beyond people wanting to replace their 
plastic signs with the new metal ones. 

5. Jung is grateful that farmers’ market tabling materials are now being stored at City Hall in the 
Planning Department office. 

6. Jung thanks Carwein for his valuable assistance this summer. 
7. Carwein discusses the status of the three brochures he has worked on this summer for L4L.  They 

include the L4L brochure, deer-resistant plant brochure, and non-toxic landscaping factsheet. 
i. Carwein believes the first two publications are ready for an approval vote this evening 

but the third will need to be passed to another intern for further revisions. 
ii. Carwein has emailed the EC the latest drafts and requests comments from all EC 

members. 
iii. Discussion ensues about the content of the brochure drafts. 

a. Litwin suggests the species list on the deer-resistant plant brochure be amended 
to color-code the plants by the planting conditions (full-sun, shade, etc) that they 
require.  Other EC members concur. 

b. The EC debates whether a recommendation for erecting deer-deterring 8 ft. high 
fences is permitted by the Municipal Code.  Thompson notes this section of 
Code is currently up for revision. 

c. Thompson requests greater detail on the non-toxic landscaping factsheet 
regarding biological controls for pests.  She is concerned that without sufficient 
information, residents trying biological control techniques may inadvertently kill 
beneficial insects as well as pests.  She cites milky spore as a possible example. 

i. To address Thompson’s concerns, Carwein will take the brochure to 
Prof. Marc Lame in SPEA for review. 

ii. Litwin echoes Thompson’s concerns, noting that the application method 
of pest controls is a huge issue.  He provides the example that spot 
spraying Bt can be effective but that broadcast spraying Bt can result in 
mass killings of local butterflies. 

iii. Discussion continues about the sensitivity of insect larvae to biological 
control methods. 

iv. Carwein agrees that the non-toxic landscaping factsheet needs further 
review. 

8. Carwein will be TAing a Sustainable Communities  class at SPEA this semester. 
9. Jung motions to vote on approving the L4L and the deer-resistant plant brochures but not the non-

toxic landscaping factsheet, pending inclusion of the editing changes discussed tonight.  Williams 
seconds the motion and it passes unanimously.  

 
C. BEQI Committee   (10 min: Carissa, Carrie, Meg, Chad) 
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1. Carwein worked this summer on the BEQI Green Infrastructure section started by Jess Vogt.  
Carwein’s contribution included drafting a food from urban agriculture page and filling in various 
indicators on other sections of the Green Infrastructure section that were previously blank. 

i. Carwein notes that no data was available for certain indicators such as tree canopy 
cover. 

ii. The sources for indicator data are documented in citations and footnotes in order to ease 
the process of updating data in the future and free up intern work-hours. 

2. Litwin is hesitant to include indicators describing the number of Bloomington residents who have 
agreed to various environmentally-related pledges in the BEQI report when most of the public 
may be unfamiliar with the pledges referenced. 

i. Thompson agrees but suggests leaving the pledge categories in a blank template form of 
the BEQI report that will not be published on the website.  At a later time, the indicator 
could be added back into the report if environmental pledges should become a more 
prevalent phenomenon in Bloomington. 

ii. Carwein says he will follow the EC’s suggestion. 
3. Carwein notes that the question has arisen from an EC member whether L4L sign takers truly 

embrace the L4L mission, and if the signs are being handed out too freely. 
i. Carwein respectfully says no. 

ii. Jung concurs, noting that in her experience, people are not merely using L4L as a way to 
evade city regulations regarding landscaping maintenance. 

4. The EC discusses how including the number of citizens posting L4L signs as a BEQI indicator 
compares to the idea of including environmental pledge data in the BEQI report. 

i. Williams raises the issue of underestimation.  Namely, more residents almost certainly 
follow L4L practices than have official L4L signs. 

ii. At the EC’s discretion, Carwein is happy to remove the L4L sign indicator from the 
BEQI report that is published online but wants to at least have the indicator stay in the 
BEQI template. 

iii. Litwin views the L4L signage indicator as useful simply as a measure of public interest 
in natural lawn care rather than an accurate measure of the number of naturally-
maintained yards in Bloomington. 

5. Due to lack of data, Carwein suggests removing the indicator regarding natural landscaping 
requirements by residential housing associations from the web-published version of BEQI.  The 
only data available was from neighborhood associations.  He encourages the indicator to be added 
back in at a later date if data should become available. 

6. Carwein reiterates that in addition to filling in indicator numbers, the only text Carwein composed 
for the BEQI Green Infrastructure section was the section on food from urban agriculture section.  
Carwein and Thompson raise the question of whether the other text previously completed by Jess 
Vogt was ever formerly reviewed by the EC. 

i. Litwin states that the BEQI committee members, rather than the EC as a whole, should 
be relied upon to complete this review function. 

ii. Thompson notes that there has recently been high turnover in membership on the BEQI 
committee and members are not currently available to review the Green Infrastructure 
section. 

iii. Litwin suggests waiting to vote on the Green Infrastructure section to give the EC more 
time to review the document  

D. Waste Reduction Committee   (10 min: Carrie, Carissa, Andy) 
1. Williams adds to Jacqui Bauer’s early description of the plan to create reusable recycling kits for 

use in Bloomington public events. 
i. Bins, signs, and labeling paraphernalia will be included. 

ii. Currently there are only three kits and the program is in a pilot program stage. 
2. Hathaway asks where the recycling kits will be stored. 

i. Williams replies that the logistics of the project is still being determined. 



  Page 5 

3. Jung states that recycling stations supervised by volunteers are the most successful. 
i. Williams concurs, adding that the volunteers may wear labeled t-shirts. 

ii. Hathaway suggests that volunteers be provided with a reusable smock that is returned 
after each event, rather than free t-shirts, to lessen the expense of recycling kits. 

E. GPP Vision Statement    (10 min: Mike) 
1. Litwin attended the August 14th Steering Committee Meeting. 

i. Litwin states that attendees expressed general dissatisfaction with the current list of 
bulleted subheadings proposed for the GPP Vision Statement. 

ii. How to balance environmental protection with economic development was a key topic 
of debate. 

2. Litwin has already submitted his comments to the Steering Committee but welcomes EC 
members to submit additional remarks if they so choose.  He encourages submitted comments to 
speak to the overall themes of the Vision statement. 

 
F. Eco Hero Awards 2013 committee   (5 min: Carrie) 

1. Albright is not in attendance. 
2. Thompson states that a new intern, yet to be hired, will be responsible for managing the Eco Hero 

Awards.  The intern’s first task will be to contact schools to have their students come to claim 
their entries and certificates from last year’s Eco Hero contest. 

 
 VI.  Old business   (10 min) 

A. Intern status   (10 min: Linda) 
1. Thompson reports that so far there have been only four applicants for the hourly EC intern 

position and that the application deadline is Friday at 5pm.   
i. Application numbers are usually an order of magnitude higher. 

ii. Thompson fears there was been a breakdown in how the position was advertised this 
semester. 

iii. Hathaway will attempt to spread news of the position to various SPEA student listservs 
this evening but is concerned about how last minute the announcement will be. 

2. Thompson would prefer not to extend the application deadline. 
 
 VII.  New business   (10 min)  

A. New definition for weeds   (5 min: Linda) 
1. The City is in the process of deciding on various ordinances in Title 16 of the Municipal Code, 

including one in Chapter 6 (the excessive growth regulation) that will define what a weed is. 
2. Thompson notes that if the weed-defining ordinance is passed there could be much more 

enforcement of weed violations than at present. 
i. Under the current situation where weeds are never explicitly defined, it is difficult to 

determine when a weed violation has taken place and enforcement actions are therefore 
rare. 

ii. The current arrangement therefore favors residents with naturalized yards more than 
City regulations would if weeds were to be defined as proposed. 

3. The proposed definition of a weed would be any plant or vegetation classified by either the state of 
Indiana of the United States government as detrimental or noxious as well as any vegetation listed 
as an invasive in the UDO.   

i. Thompson predicts that the provision regarding invasive plants will be highly 
contentious.  Jung concurs, noting that common ornamentals such as English ivy are 
classified as invasive. 

ii. Current rules in the UDO regarding invasive plants prevent developers from counting 
invasive species towards their landscaping requirement numbers but have no force in 
preventing invasive plants from being used. 
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iii. The passing of the new ordinance would result in fines for the presence of invasive 
species, even in cases where plants had been established prior to the passing of the rule. 

4. The EC discusses various plant species that may be affected by the new ordinance. 
i. Dandelions would not be classified as a weed. 

ii. No variety of clover, with the exception of sweet clover, would be considered a weed. 
5. Thompson notes that in the City an attempt by the City to pass a registration program for 

naturalized yards in Bloomington as a measure giving the property owners of such yards amnesty 
from spurious complaints by neighbors. 

i. The proposal was derailed by activists who disagreed with the program’s plan to prevent 
yards with invasive species from being registered with the City as naturalized. 

ii. As a result, no program protecting naturalized yards from unwarranted complaints was 
passed. 

6. Jung raises the concern of invasive plants being removed using toxic chemical if this ordinance is 
passed. 

7. The EC discusses the need for careful wording in City ordinances regarding plants, regarding 
terms such as “invasive” and “exotic.” 

8. Thompson fears that the debates surrounding this new weed ordinance may lead to a loss of the 
leniency afforded to natural landscaping measures by the City’s current policy. 

  B. America Recycles Day November 15   (5 min: Linda) 
1. Thompson inquires whether the EC has an interest in organizing programming in association with 

this event. 
2. Hathaway suggests on that day an awareness message stating that polystyrene is recyclable, 

accompanied by a link to the EC’s polystyrene factsheet, could be posted on the City’s website as 
a featured link of the day. 

3. The EC discusses promoting America Recycles Day at whichever farmers’ market date is closest 
to November 15th. 

   
 VIII.  Commissioner Announcements   (10 min)  

1. Jung asks for an update about tracking wildlife habitat signs in Bloomington.  Jung and Carwein 
discuss potential sources of this information. 

2. Jung invites EC members to suggest special topics to feature at the EC’s weekly table at the 
farmers’ market. 

3. Litwin attended this week’s Environmental Resources Advisory Council Meeting with the Parks 
and Recreation Department. 

4. Litwin reports that Bloomington’s Deer Task Force has unofficially (no report has yet been 
released) suggested sharp shooting at Lake Griffy as a deer population control measure.  Clover 
traps with immediate euthanasia are also suggested. 

5. Litwin provides various updates from the Department of Parks and Recreation.  
i. The Cascades Trail to Lake Griffy is now complete and open to the public. 

ii. Lake Griffy’s water level was dropped, starting on July 23rd, so that work can be 
performed on the dam starting in October. 

i. The work may take up to one year to complete and will involve a lot of sediment 
removal.  The Department is looking for a recipient for the sediment.  The 
sediment has been tested and is chemically clean. 

ii. Julian inquires about Lake Griffy’s past invasive weed concerns.  Litwin reports 
that the initiative to control Brazilian elodea has been effectively managed.  It and 
other weeds in Lake Griffy may still require periodic treatment.  Litwin adds that a 
hard freeze while water levels are down could result in further suppression of 
future weed growth. 

iii. Litwin describes water-saving measures the Parks and Recreation Department is taking 
in light of the current drought conditions. 
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i. Litwin and Thompson note that the Department is using untreated lake and pond 
water for landscaping watering in order to reduce demand on treated water from 
the Monroe Water Treatment Plant. 

ii. Jung inquires whether grey water can be used for City landscaping purposes.  
Litwin replies that state laws prevent this. 

6. Litwin notes that the recent loss of the City’s authorization to review planning proposals in the 
AIFA area means that projects the ECPC was previously watching will now be beyond the EC’s 
purview. 

7. Hathaway will be working on the BEQI report again this semester and asks the EC to consider for 
the next meeting what the approval process will be for periodically making small updates to the 
BEQI website rather than focusing solely on a single section. 

8. Hathaway and Carwein will meet tomorrow to discuss completing the Green Infrastructure section 
of BEQI. 

9. Carwein suggests that additional commissioners would be valuable on the BEQI committee. 
a. Thompson agrees but notes that there are currently multiple commissioner vacancies and 

applications for the positions are not being submitted. 
b. Jung and Carwein report that various individuals have visited the EC’s farmers’ market 

table and expressed interest in applying for the EC. 
c. Litwin expresses concern over the high turnover in EC commissioners. 

10. Carwein thanks the EC for the opportunity to work for the Commission over the summer. 
 

IX.  Adjournment (9:12 pm)  
A. Julian moves for the meeting to be adjourned.  Moncavage seconds. The motion passes unanimously. 
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 ENVIRONMENTAL  COMMISSION  MINUTES 
Thursday, July 26, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending:  
Carrie Albright (Chair), Dianne May, Chaim Julian, 
Mike Litwin, Andy Williams, Carissa Moncavage 

 
Absent: Chad Carwein (Intern), Kriste Lindberg, Diane Jung 

 
1.  Introductions   (7:07pm) 
    
2.  Announcements   (7:08pm) 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, August 23rd, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
      B. Next Planning Committee meetings:   Aug. 16th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
      C. Next Tree Commission meeting:   Aug. 15th, 9:30 am, Bryan Park 
      D. Next BCOS meeting:   Aug. 14th, 6:00 pm, McCloskey Room                                          
 

             3.  Approval of June minutes   (7:09pm) 
                          A. The EC tabled approval of June minutes until next month in order to get Chad’s latest revised version. 

 
4.  Public comment   (7:12pm)  
 A. There was no public comment. 

  
5.  Committee reports & discussions  

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (7:13pm)  (Carrie, Chaim, Dianne, Mike, Linda)   
1. Linda provided an update on a subdivision of a half acre lot on the corner of the bypass and North 
      Dunn Street.  There is a house right on the northwest corner and they want to divide the lot and sell 
      the other half.  The ECPC did not have any problems with that except for one question that has to 
      do with tree preservation.  There are trees on the lot and by the overhead photograph it appears as 
      though there are more trees than there really are.  The lot is not big enough for the City to acquire 
      for environmental preservation.  Linda went to the site and took a bunch of pictures that she would 
      be happy to send around.  The trees are a small variety of evergreens and they line two sides of the 
      property, but Linda does not consider it woodland.  There is one large tree that might need to be 
      removed to build the house, but Linda said she thought they could save it if they really wanted to. 
      Most of the other trees are not in the way as far as she could tell.  The area is zoned residential so 
      there will not be an apartment complex or anything else constructed there.  Mike said given that  
      preservation is not required and they are all pine trees anyway, he would be happy to withdraw his 
      recommendation.  Linda stated that she is in agreement with Mike because all we could do is ask 
      them to preserve the trees, but not require them to do so.  
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2. Linda also provided an update on the site purchased by Bloomington Transit on the corner of 
South Walnut and Third Street.  They plan to build a new two-story bus station at this location.  
The second story will house the business side of their operations as well as the dispatchers for the 
City Police.  The first story will be mainly public space with a front entry door, but most of the 
action will be taking place on the back side where the buses will be picking up and dropping off 
passengers.  The floor plans include a lobby, multi-purpose room, offices, and public restrooms.  
All-in-all this station will be 87% larger than the current station located on Fourth Street and will 
also be LEED Silver Certified.  Linda stated that they already did more than required with the 
plans for the site.  Chaim mentioned his comments on a previous letter concerning the landscaping 
at this site.  He had requested that they replace all the planned exotic plantings with native plants.  
Linda stated that they do not have a single native plant in their landscaping plan and that she felt it 
would be reasonable to ask for some natives to be planted.  However, she followed up by saying 
that native plantings would be difficult in such an area due to the hostile environment including 
the urban heat island effect and the limited space for plantings.  Linda asked Mike if he wanted to 
make this request in the memo.  Chaim suggested that we request a few natives and Linda agreed.  

3. Linda provided an update on the inter-local agreement concerning areas intended for annexation.  
Previously referred to as the 2-mile fringe, the Area Intended for Annexation is now abbreviated 
as AIFA.  When being developed, these areas must follow the zoning ordinances of the City, but 
the other ordinances are from the County.  Currently, there is a lot of talk about these areas, but 
until further notice there is no update because negotiations have been tabled for now.  One such 
area is a lot of about 25 acres that a company from Texas wants to come in and buy the property, 
build 141 houses on it and a clubhouse with a pool and fire pit, and rent all the houses.  The idea is 
not popular at all with the neighborhood, but they are not asking for any variances or anything so 
you cannot disapprove of something that is following all the rules.  This is the first petition to use a 
term in the UDO called a “Conservation Subdivision” which means that they are preserving half 
of the property.  This also means they are allowed to squeeze all the houses in more densely 
because they will preserve the environmental features such as the lake and the pond and the whole 
back portion that is a floodplain.  They also have plans to restore a swale by planting native 
vegetation and keep a line of trees, which are referred to as “linear parks”.  The houses will be 
approximately 1,000 to 1,200 square feet.  The neighbors are concerned because the houses will 
be rentals.  The targeted residents will be graduate students and young people that are just getting 
started and want to live in a house, but fear that they will not be able to sell a house after three 
years in this market.  Linda asked for comments to pass along on this development and the EC 
reached a consensus that if this group does not even have the right to alter the environmental 
features and they would be doing the same thing they would otherwise be doing, it seems that they 
should be doing more than planned to acquire this designation as a “Conservation Subdivision”. 

B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee  (7:45pm)  (Diane, Kriste, Chad) 
1. Ongoing information tabling at the farmers market – Chad and Diane nearly each Saturday 
2. Since the beginning of the summer at least 38 Lawns for Life signs have been distributed.  We got 

another 50 L4L signs a few weeks ago.  Diane sent a thank card to the donors – we still need to 
send an official EC thank you. 

3. Chad has been creating an EC PowerPoint presentation entitled, “Nurturing Your Piece of the 
Planet with Natural Landscaping.”  The first presentation will be at the Garden Chat at the Monroe 
County Fair on Friday, August 3rd.  The first 2 sections are complete and ready for review, while 
the Rain Garden section will be done soon.  This will help us to be prepared as we are asked to 
provide talks at neighborhood associations and other interested groups.  The commissioners stated 
that ALL presentations given on behalf of the EC should be reviewed and approved by the EC 
before they are given. 

4. Chad and Diane have also been working on:   
a. L4L brochure revision  – we expect to have a draft for review soon 
b. Deer Resistant Plants flier 
c. L4L Facebook page – it's up and running – please “like us” if you haven't already 
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d. EC 2–sided (4” x 6”) postcard on cardstock paper 
e. Looking into grants to fund more L4L signs 

C. BEQI Committee   (7:55)  (Carissa, Carrie, Chad) 
1. 19 out of 29 indicators complete.   
2. Another 5 will be completed within a week of my return from vacation, but the last 5 are proving 

to be quite difficult.   
3. 2 more indicators concern tree canopy cover, which nobody seems to have any data on so the EC 

decided that this may be a good project for a future intern, but to leave it out of the final Green 
Infrastructure report for now.   

4. 2 more indicators are in regard to the private gardening issue, but again the EC decided that this is 
not feasible at this time and we should not include it in the final Green Infrastructure report yet. 

5. The last 1 deals with the number of HOAs requiring residents to have trees in their yard.  The EC 
recommended still pursuing this indicator, so Chad will make another attempt to get the HOA 
contacts list from Vickie Provine (HAND) in order to email each HOA about tree requirements. 

6. Chad proposed that we include “Number of Lawns for Life signs posted in Bloomington” and 
“Number of Clear Choices Clean Water pledges made in Bloomington” as two additional 
indicators.  The EC discussed these proposals and decided that, for now, we should at least note 
the baseline numbers, but not include them in our final Green Infrastructure report. 

D. Waste Reduction Committee   (8:05pm)  (Carrie, Carissa, Andy) 
1. Carrie scheduled a meeting for Wednesday, August 1st at 5:30pm at a TBA location.  
2. Carrie spoke to Jacqui Bauer and she has scheduled a meeting with the April, from the Downtown 

Bloomington Initiative, as well as Kelsey, the girl who did the scheduling for the other recycling 
station.  She said they would mainly be catching up with past discussions. 

E.  GPP Vision Statement    (8:07pm)  (Mike) 
1. Started up the steering committee meetings again and there was a meeting on June 28th. 
2. Talked about the results from the public input process, which included some workshops and about 

400 surveys submitted and available for review online. 
3. They introduced three different formats for the Vision Statement for people to consider.  The first 

option was the existing Growth Policies Plan.  The second option was more of a comprehensive 
plan format because the current GPP mainly focused on regulating growth and we should move 
beyond that and address cultural, housing, and other issues besides just developments.  The third 
option proposed to focus more on sustainability, which generated a lot of debate because there are 
people who would like to continue with the existing plans and others who would like to change it 
so much that they would consider changing the name or creating two separate plans.  Chaim stated 
a preference for the second option because growth will always be a factor to consider, while a 
more comprehensive plan would allow for room to include social, cultural and sustainability 
factors.  Linda mentioned all the City plans currently on file and how difficult it would be to 
consolidate these into such a comprehensive plan. 

4. The next steps are another steering committee meeting on August 14, plans to have a draft Vision 
Statement prepared for public comment sometime in October, presentation to the Planning 
Commission by late in the year, and presentation to the Council in early 2013. 

 
 6.  Old business   (8:13pm) 
  A. Budget category clarification   (8:13pm)  (Linda) 

1. Linda spoke with Tom about it and he said it was too late to make any changes, but not to worry 
because the accounts would be balanced. 

2. They also spoke about the $800 in the Management Fee, Consultants and Workshop budget 
category.  Several years ago the EC put that money away in order to invite a particular speaker to 
come give a presentation, but the EC never acquired the rest of the funding necessary.  So, for the 
past couple of years, the EC has used that money to pay half of the City’s ICLEI fee, which is a 
national organization that provides information to municipalities on how to become more 
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sustainable and they provided software to track energy usage.  However, the City will not be 
renewing this membership next year.   

B. Proposal for Sustainable Communities course projects  (8:20pm)  (Carrie) 
1. “The EC proposes a semester project for Bill Brown’s course that involves “greening 

neighborhoods”.  Due to the Lawns for Life committee’s experience with outreach, we feel there 
is a public interest in the topic of natural landscaping and alternatives to pesticides or lawn 
treatments.  We propose that students of the Sustainable Communities class approach select 
neighborhood associations and assist in creating a plan for that area.  This could be conducted in a 
manner similar to the Green Events Guidelines project from a previous year, in which basic 
information and tactics are available with detailed suggestions that pertain to the Bloomington 
community specifically.  This semester project would not only connect the students with 
Bloomington homeowners, but it would allow for resources beyond the Environmental 
Commission to provide information to interested public.  Additionally, a resulting report would be 
combined with the BEQI Green Infrastructure report.  We appreciate your interest in incorporating 
the EC ideas into your course and look forward to your response.” 

 
 7. New business   (8:25pm)  (Linda) 
  A. Fall intern projects and new coordinators    

1. Chad has reluctantly declined the generous offer to stay on with the EC through this coming fall 
semester.  His reasons being that he has a T.A. position with the Sustainable Communities course 
with Bill Brown on top of a full graduate course load and he will be conducting his job search for 
post-graduation. 

2. The EC moved on with a discussion about projects for a new full-year EC intern and Meg 
Hathaway’s final semester as the EC’s SPEA Service Corps Fellow.  The discussion ended with a 
proposal for a new intern to continue work on the Lawns for Life Education and Outreach 
Campaign and the ECO-HERO Award Program, while having Meg complete a new section of the 
BEQI report from start to finish. 

3. Linda ended the discussion by agreeing to tweak the job description for the new intern position 
and pass it around for the EC to review before posting it. 

 
 8.  Commissioner announcements   (8:40pm)    

1. Diane May mentioned the success of the Rain Gardens in a Residential Setting event. 
2. Linda presented a flier for the Hoosier-2-Hoosier (H2H) sale that is scheduled for August 11 

 
9.  Adjournment  (8:45pm)      
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, June 21, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending:  
Carrie Albright (Chair), Dianne May, Chaim Julian, Kriste Lindberg,  

Chad Carwein (Intern), Diane Jung, Carissa Moncavage 
 

Absent: Linda Thompson (Staff), Meredith Dowling, Andy Williams, Mike Litwin 
 

1.  Introductions   (3 min) 
    
2.  Announcements   (5 min) 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, July 26th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
      B. Next Planning Committee meetings:   June 27th, July 12th, July 25th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
      C. Next Tree Commission meeting:   July 18th, 9:30 am, Bryan Park 
      D. Next BCOS meeting:   July 10th, 6:00 pm, McCloskey Room                                          
 

             3.  Approval of May Minutes (5 min) 
A. Chaim moves to adopt the May minutes.  Carissa seconds the motion.  The motion passes unanimously. 

 
4.  Public comment   (10 min)  
 A.   None present 

  
5.  Committee Reports & discussions   (45 min)    

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (15 min: Chaim, Carrie, Mike, Dianne, and Linda) 
 1.  No updates available in Linda’s absence    
B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee    (10 min: Diane, Kriste, and Chad) 
 1.  Have been information tabling every Saturday at the Farmers Market 
 2.  Chad has published a first draft of the new Lawns for Life brochure and would like to receive 

     feedback on this publication. 
3.  Chad has also started to work on more fact sheets, door hangers, and plans to make a business card 
     or post card sized publication for the Environmental Commission. 
4.  Discussed the legal issues and barriers to overcome and mentioned the possibility of the EC 
     signing a letter to the state legislature, once drafted and reviewed, showing support for L4L 
5.  Diane M. brought up the importance of targeting and working with the HOAs around Bloomington  
6.  Chaim emphasized landlords / management of large rental complexes as another target audience. 
7.  Diane J. said L4L committee was requested to give presentations to Sycamore Knolls and Prospect 
     Hill Neighborhoods at their HOA meetings. 
8.  Chad plans to meet with Vickie Provine to get HAND’s HOA contact list in order to send a mass 
     email to them offering to speak on L4L. 
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 9.  On the same note, Chad will begin to create a PowerPoint presentation for these outreach efforts. 
10. Diane, Kriste, and Chad will meet with Carrol Krause, editor of the Herald Times Home Section, 
      for an interview on Lawns for Life and Natural Landscaping. 
11. Lawns for Life received a $300 donation from a private donor, which will be used to buy more 
      signs since we have nearly run out. 
12. In addition, Chad expressed interest in purchasing a book written by Paul Tuckey, founder of 
      safelawns.org and well-renowned expert on Natural Landscaping. 
13. Kriste will be speaking at a Habitat Stewards event on July 25 from 6:30PM to 8:30PM 
14. Diane said she will follow up with Amy Thompson and confirm our presentation to the Master 
      Gardener Association during the Monroe County Fair on Friday, August 3 at 6:00 PM. 

C. BEQI Committee   (10 min: Carissa, Carrie, Meredith, and Chad) 
 1.   Chad updated those in attendance on his work with the BEQI Green Infrastructure report. 
 2.   Chad is going to meet with Linda at her convenience to try and track down the data for indicators 

       #2a and #2b on tree canopy cover, #4c on conservancy easements as defined by City UDO, and 
       #6a on conservation easements owned by government agencies. 
3.   Discussed the possibility of removing indicators #3a and #3b to replace with a single indicator on 
      garden towers, but the Commission did not seem to feel that was the best decision.   
4. So, as of right now, we are going to hold off on including garden towers as an indicator and Chad 

will review, edit and look into various distribution avenues for the survey on private gardening.   
5. Chad will follow up with Vickie Provine (HAND) to obtain the contact list for neighborhood 

HOA members, which will be used to distribute the survey for the BEQI Green Infrastructure 
section and information on L4L and natural landscaping presentation opportunities.   

6. Chad will contact Michael Hicks with the Utilities Service Center, as recommended by Kriste, to 
request information for indicator #5b on public facilities using biofiltration of storm water. 

7. Chad has a meeting tentatively scheduled with Laura Haley when she returns from vacation to get 
the data for indicators #6c and #6d on Greenspace buffers. 

8. In regard to indicator #6f on efforts to remove invasive species, Chad had originally limited his 
requests for reported numbers to begin with the year 2010.  However, after discussing this with the 
EC, it was recommended to aim for an earlier start date for the records.  Chad will follow up with 
Ellen Jacquart (MC-IRIS) to see if their efforts are recorded dating back to 2000 or 2005.   

9. Lastly, Chad will attempt to contact someone else involved with the Community Orchard, as he 
has not been able to reach Amy Countryman, in order to obtain reported values for indicators #7a 
and #7b on Community Orchard trees and volunteers. 

D. Waste Reduction Committee   (5 min: Carrie and Carissa) 
 1.   Carrie passed around a sign up sheet to finalize the volunteer list for the EC Recycling Station at 

      the Taste of Bloomington. 
2.   Surveys will be distributed to volunteers, after the event, so that recycling coordinators can get 
      feedback on general observations and possibly gauge areas for improvement in recycling efforts. 
3.   Carrie updated the EC on efforts to increase the use of reusable trays, flatware, and utensils in local 
      schools.  She met with Beth Smith and Hattie Johnson, who is in charge of the food program with 
      the MCCSC, to discuss this issue a while back.  However, they do not have the resources to 
      oversee the process and increase sustainability by removing the disposable materials.  Last month, 
      Carrie went to the BCOS meeting and found out that Amy Countryman had worked on this issue 
      with SAGE (Bloomington South High School Student Environmental Organization) for a group 
      project in Bill Brown’s Sustainable Communities class.  Her group wrote a report on their analysis 
      and will be sending it to Carrie soon. 

E.  GPP Vision Statement    (5 min: Carrie) 
 1.   Mike sent Carrie an update saying he checked with Scott Robinson about the project status.      

2.   Once they compile information from the public input process, they will reactivate the steering 
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committee by end of this month or beginning of next month and release the vision statement to be 
presented later in the year. 

 
 6.  Old business   (45 min) 
  A. BCOS/EC conversation   (10 min: Carrie) 

 1.  Carrie met with Jacqui Bauer to discuss the two Commissions and gauge overlap and efforts. 
 2.  Jacqui was really impressed with our progress and involvement in the community. 
 3.  Carrie followed up on the status of an EC list serve, which does not exist, but there is a BCOS list 

     serve link on the EC webpage for interested parties to sign up for. 
4.  Carrie asked that members of the EC visit the BCOS / Sustainable City webpage to get familiar 
     with their work in comparison to our own efforts and projects before next month’s meeting. 
5.  Jacqui said that the BCOS intern is currently researching food issues as related to sustainability. 
6.  Carrie mentioned the L4L and Waste Reduction Committees as possible areas for collaboration. 
7.  Carrie also discussed the opportunity for the EC to have a project of our choosing taken on by a 
     group of students in Bill Brown’s Sustainable Communities class this coming fall.  After discussing 
     a few possible projects, the EC decided to request a “Green Neighborhoods Guidelines” project 
     from the class, which would include tips on forming a neighborhood green team to push efforts 
     such as waste reduction, storm water management, energy conservation, natural landscaping and 
     much more.  Chad mentioned his group’s “Green Event Guidelines” created for the same class as a 
     potential reference document.  Carrie offered to draft a proposal for the group project and send it 
     around to review before submitting it to Professor Brown.   

B. Committee representatives for June:  Tree Commission & BCOS   (5 min) 
 1.  Chad went to the last Tree Commission meeting, but he is unavailable to attend future meetings 

     because he works at the Monroe County SWCD on Wednesdays. 
2.  Carissa will try to attend BCOS meetings as a representative from the Environmental Commission. 

  C. Budget: decide upon final fund categories and vote   (30 min) 
   1.  Carrie said that all we can do right now is change the labels of fund categories and how much 

     money goes into each, but moving money involves a formal approval process. 
2.  The exact deadline needs to be confirmed, but we believe these changes are due with departmental 
      budget submissions by late July.  

 
 7. New business 
  A. Imagine Bloomington letter (authored by COSW and COA)   (5 min) 
   1.  These Commissions have requested the EC to sign a letter in support of their proposal by June 29. 
   2.  Diane J. expressed reservations for doing so without having more information on the actual way 

     these groups define housing affordability in such development projects. 
   3.  At this point in time, the Environmental Commission decided to abstain from voting on the matter. 
   
 8.  Commissioner announcements   (10 min)  

  1.  None offered 
 
9.  Adjournment    
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, May 24, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending:  
Carrie Albright (Chair), Meredith Dowling, Andy Williams, Mike Litwin, Dianne May, Chaim Julian,                 

Kriste Lindberg, Chad Carwein (Intern), Diane Jung, Carissa Moncavage 
 

Absent: Linda Thompson (Staff) 
 
    I. Introductions   (3 min) 7:04pm 
 A. New Intern Chad Carwein   (5min) 7:05pm 
  1. Working on the BEQI Green Infrastructure / Greenspace Project  
  2. Working on Lawns for Life and Natural Landscaping Education and Outreach Campaign 
  3. Summer before his last semester in MPA / MSES joint degree program at IUB SPEA 
  4. SPEA Service Corps Fellow for the past two years with the Monroe County SWCD 
   
   II. Announcements   (5 min) 7:06pm 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, June 21st 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room (Carrie’s B-day!) 
      B. Next Planning Committee meetings:   May 30th, June 14th, 4:10pm, Planning Dept. 
      C. Next Tree Commission meeting:   June 20th, 9:30 am, Bryan Park (Chad’s B-day!) 
                                          

               III. Approval of March and April minutes   (5 min) 7:07pm 
A. Chaim Julian abstains from voting because he was not in attendance.  Andy Williams moves to adopt the 

March minutes.  Mike Litwin seconds the motion.  The motion passes unanimously. 
B. Chaim Julian and Meredith Dowling abstain from voting because they were not in attendance.  Carrie 

moves to adopt the April minutes.  The motion passes unanimously. 
 

  IV. Public Comment   (10 min) 7:08pm  
A. Rick Alexander, Assistant Manager of City Engineering Department, is in attendance to give update on 

the City’s current construction projects. 
1. Mike had asked about the warehouse down on South Rogers Street 
 a. Unaware of any issues with State Inspectors and if there are the city didn’t get involved 
 b. His understanding is that internal work is taking place in the Crosley Warehouse  
                 across from the old RCA Plant and there may have been a utility line crossed or dug up 
 c. Mike stated that he heard secondhand they got a floodway permit violation  
2. Construction will begin on the Sare and Rogers Roundabout next week 
3. Upgrading traffic signals at the intersections of 10th / Union and Fee / Woodlawn 
4. Work on Tapp Road is still in progress 
5. “Complete Streets” construction projects in partnership with CBU taking place on South Walnut 
6. Joyce Williams will be leaving in August because her husband took a job up in Chicago, IL 

  



Page 2 

   V. Committee Reports & Discussions   (40 min) 7:12pm 
A. ECPC & Sr. Environmental Planner   (10 min: Chaim, Carrie, Mike, Linda)    
 1. No updates available in Linda’s absence 
B. L4L & Natural Landscaping Committee    (10 min: Chad, Diane, Kriste) 7:13pm 

1. Committee has met 3 times since last EC meeting 
2. Need to research grants / funding to have more L4L signs made because running low, giving more 
    out, and not receiving as many voluntary donations  
3. Indexing Commission publications on file to date so that we’ll have a full history of outreach and 
    education materials updated, online and organized to ease future reference. 
4. Chad, Diane and Kriste were present for information tabling at the Farmers Market on May 19th 
5. Will also be tabling at HAND Event (Bloomington Neighborhoods) / Farmers Market on June 2nd 
     in the City Hall Atrium  
6. Established Intern Priorities:   
 a. Recreate original L4L brochure because electronic file is missing 

b. Reformat two-sided Fact Sheets to be single-panel documents to conserve paper, ink, etc. 
c. Create two-sided business / post card sized document with link to Natural Landscaping 
    section of the EC website to allow for less printing. 
d. Continue work on Bee / Pollinator, Deer-Resistant Native Plants and Low Maintenance 
    Grasses documents to be included in new L4L brochure and posted online. 
e. Helping Kriste with SWEET brochure, which stands for Storm Water Environmental 

Education Team and consists of numerous local partners including Monroe County 
government employees.  Once updated, this brochure will be offered at the L4L table. 

f. Mentioned pursuing other avenues for public outreach and education including 
    PSAs on WFIU (radio) and CATS (tv) where we can talk about our L4L initiative.  

C. Tree Commission Committee   (5 min: Carrie) 7:22pm 
1. Carrie can only stay for a short time at next meeting, so she asked if anyone else could attend? 
2. Diane said she might be able to attend that meeting, but she’ll possibly be late to next EC meeting. 
3. Tree Commission stated that they focus primarily on diversity (not necessarily natives only because 
    they use hybrid species as well) and they also assess removing street trees identified as “hazards”. 

 5. Discussed EAB issue: 
  a. 6% of public trees in Bloomington are Ash and thus potentially threatened by EABs. 

    b. The majority of the treatment options are for trees with a DBH less than 20”. 
c. Average local (Ash) street tree DBH is 14” meaning it would be 10-20 years of treatment.  
d. However, there are a variety of treatments still being considered.  
e. Lee Huss wants Cliff Sadof, a professor from Purdue, to come talk about their models and 
    address our questions (TC & EC).  
f. The TC is going to put together a formal discussion on what the City wants to do to address 
    this issue (i.e. financial complications with private owners, remove young trees before 
    they’re affected, even though they’re most resistant, what is cost if we treat young trees now 
    because old trees can’t be treated vs. remove/replace them now? Long term costs unknown.  
g. Chad worked in Lexington where it’s a huge problem (8000+trees affected) and he 
    mentioned that they may have information on how they approached it.  
h. Mike said that once they arrive in an area, they are hard to get rid of.  Originally, they 
    moved in from the northeast in Michigan and efforts to destroy all Ash trees affected were 
    not successful because the firewood vector extended beyond DNR’s control capacity. 
i. Carrie and Diane discussed the EC’s role in promoting the importance of not using toxic 
    chemicals in the treatment process. 

D. BEQI Committee Report  (5 min: Carissa, Carrie, Meredith) 7:30pm  
1. Chad is going to contact Jess Voght about the Greenspace and/or Green Infrastructure section and 
    where she left off at the end of her work and where he can pick up.  
2. Proposed Timeline:  June- review content; July- approve final posting on web; August- put online.  
3. Meredith will e-mail Chad and whole EC the most recent “Green Infrastructure” document(s). 
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E. Waste Reduction Committee   (5 min: Carrie, Carissa) 7:34pm  

1. Taste of Bloomington (June 23 from 2pm – 11pm): 
a. 3 Major Recycling Stations:  HyPE, Jaqui Bauer, and Carrie / EC  
b. Liquid Waste Buckets to be placed around so that cups can be reused 
c. Searching for a Compost Collection System that can take all the types of waste associated 
d. Volunteers will get a t-shirt and work 2-hour shifts:   
     - Dianne, maybe 

- Chaim, maybe 
- Carissa, yes 
- Chad, yes and maybe others 

e. Other Volunteer Sources:  Bloomington Volunteer network (Bet Savich, Coordinator), 
    Center for Sustainable Living, local 4-H youth groups, Earth Team Volunteers, etc. 
f. Next year we want to distribute post-event waste characterization surveys to volunteers to 
    identify further waste reduction needs. 

2. Question Raised:  Do we have money for reusable sporks and, if not, pass idea along to vendors. 
F. McDoel Switchyard & CP&R Environmental Resources Advisory Committee   (5 min: Mike) 7:43pm 

1. Mike went to Stakeholder Interview Meeting (5/14), but not Concept Design presentation (5/17). 
2. Chad did go to concept design presentation (5/17), but not stakeholder interview meeting (5/14) 
3. Updates from the “Public Input” phase (after Inventory and Options phase):  

a. They only control half of Clear Creek and are trying to get control over the rest of it.  
b. Trying to get I-69 money for creek mitigation as sediment is still contaminated with PCBs.  
c. Not sure what they want to do about the stream corridor, but most say PRESERVE.  
d. Maybe going to establish bird and fish habitats along restored tree and stream corridors. 
e. Other design concept options include:  Dog Park (runoff is concern, because it’s technically 

in a floodplain), Children’s Playground and/or Water Spray Park, and Performance Space.  
f. Mayor announced that they will not be extending Hillside Drive through the park.  
g. Restoration is a high priority for natural areas including options such as day lighting on 
    tributary streams, which means exposing the creek/tributaries currently underground, and 
    there has been discussion of placing a soil “cap” on the Coal Ash contaminated areas 
h. Chad expressed importance of toxin-free turf in the playground and dog park areas 
    as well as removing invasive species without toxic chemical treatments to make room for 
    natural/native landscaping throughout the property (57 acres in total).  
i. NEXT PHASE:  Developing Preliminary and Final Master Plan (June- September).  
j. Unsure when next meeting is scheduled, but we will try to remain involved in the process 

  
  VI. Old Business   (20 min) 7:54pm 

  A. GPP discussion on Vision Statement letter   (5 min: Carrie)  
1. Mike wrote initial draft and passed it around the EC since the last meeting. 
2. Mike moves to approve the Letter as written.  Andy seconds.  Motion passes unanimously.  

  B. Committee representatives for June for Tree Commission & Switchyard   (5 min) 7:55pm 
1. Mike will continue as Switchyard / ERAC representative and Tree Commission is TBD. 

  C. Revisit 2012 priorities; BEQI, Eco-Hero Awards, Toxics (phase 2 & tour)   (10 min) 7:57pm 
1. City Council, the Office of the Mayor, and other interested parties who serve the city to join the 
    EC on a tour of the PCB cleanup sites.  
2. We also encourage City Council to have an update from EPA on the clean up process at one of their 
    meetings in 2012, since much activity has happened recently. 
3. Chad mentioned that there is a stack of Eco-Hero Certificates, not picked up, in planning office 

 D. Budget (Not originally on Agenda) 8:03pm 
1. Do funds go away at the end of the year or do they roll over to the next (internal and external)? 
 a. Some funds are lost if not spent 

b. Others are separate (revolving) accounts 
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2. Are budget lines set?  If not, the following questions were raised: 
a. Do we need to have a travel fund or a book fund?  Or can we change certain titles to 
    “Tabling Materials” for items like banner, signs, or an umbrella?  
b. What can / cannot be moved across the budget (not FICA or Interns, but what about travel?)  
c. What are expectations for budgets of projects like L4L and Eco-Heroes? 
d. What budget category would funds for items like EC t-shirts come from?  
e. Are printing costs included in-house or specifically under “Operational Supplies”?  

3. Need to confirm the City Budget Cycle and determine timing of necessary requests / submissions. 
  
   VII. Commissioner Announcements   (10 min) 8:19pm 

A. 8:20pm Carrie initiated a discussion about our future with BCOS.  
1. She wants to find out what the EC would like to be discussed if she meets with Jacqui and Cynthia.  
2. This requires some thought, perhaps we need to talk over the next week or so.   
3. Monroe County Environmental Commission (we might want to talk with them as well).   
4. Meredith supports it and wants to find out if there’s a way to function as a joint body but include 
    our separate parts.  Brought up difficulties with defining scopes of BEQI in comparison to STAR. 
5. Mike also sees that right now may be a good time to talk. Star vs. BEQI is a little weird because 
    there’s a lot of repetition, maybe merge maybe not.  What are the priorities that mostly fall within 
    our purview, and what falls into their basket? 
6. Chad said we should get BCOS agendas / minutes and send them to EC members (and vice versa).  

B. 8:33pm Mike brought up last meeting’s minutes:   
1. GPP steering committee- Mike would be willing to serve on the committee 
2. MPO Discussion- Do we get involved? What kind of input should we be having? What form might 
    City input take?  IF they want input from commission, we should be in on it.  Kriste mentioned 
    mess encountered in current section with karst features.  Mike said that Jason Krothe is main 
    consultant on State Road 37 (from Mitchell to Paoli) and they are also having issues with water- 
    filled caves (Blue Springs, Lost cave, etc). 

D. 8:37pm Updates from Kriste: 
1. She and the local S.W.E.E.T. received certificates of recognition at the State MS4 conference.   
2. Graduating from Watershed Leadership Academy program at Purdue.   
3. Starting adopt-a-stream and are making a sort of template so that other municipalities can pick it up 
    and use their own legal forms and other related documents. 

E. 8:42pm Updates from Diane:  
1. Chad is also doing a Facebook page for L4L.  
2. Goal to identify like-minded organizations.  
3. Also, wants to develop a skeleton PowerPoint presentation for On-the-Road opportunities.  
 

VIII. Adjournment  8:45pm  
A. Carrie moves for the meeting to be adjourned.  The motion passes unanimously.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, April 26, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending:  
Carrie Albright (Chair), Meg Hathaway (Intern), Diane Jung, Carissa Moncavage, Will Simmons (Intern), and Linda 

Thompson (Staff) 
 

Absent: Meredith Dowling, Chaim Julian , Kriste Lindberg, Mike Litwin, Dianne May, and Andy Williams 
 
I.  Introductions   (3 min) 7:03pm 
   
II. Announcements   (5 min) 7:05pm 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, May 24th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
      B. Next Planning Committee meetings:   May 17th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
      C. Next Tree Commission meeting:   May 16th, 9:30 am, Bryan Park 
                                          

             III. Approval of March minutes  (5 min) 7:05pm 
A. Quorum is not met.  Approval of the minutes is tabled until next month. 

 
IV. Public comment   (10 min) 7:06pm 

A. Joyce Williams from Public Works is in attendance to give an update on the City’s current construction 
projects. 

1. Phase 3 of the Tapp Rd. project is about to begin. 
a. There will be no walking trail access during construction. 
b. Citizens can sign up for alerts on City construction projects through the City’s website. 

2. The roundabout project at Sare and Rogers Rd is also beginning. 
a. The roundabout will be replacing an all-way stop. 
b. Williams states that the primary benefit of roundabouts relative to all-way stops is greater 

safety.  There are fewer crashes with roundabouts and pedestrians have shorter crossing 
distances that extend across only one direction of traffic. 

c. Roundabouts also have environmental benefits because cars are not idling as they do at 
all-way stops. 

d. Bicycles will have a variety of options for how to move through the roundabout.  They can 
behave as cars moving through the main loop or use specially designed on and off  ramps 
to move up onto the side paths.  On the side paths, cyclists can cross the roundabout as 
pedestrians. 

e. Letting for the project was approved last week.  Construction typically begins on projects 
30 days after letting, though in this case the process of receiving federal funding from 
INDOT will partially determine when work begins.  May 21, 2012 is the predicted 
construction start date. 

f. During construction the intersection will be completely closed for a period of four months. 
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V.  Committee Reports & discussions   (50 min)   7:13pm  

A. 7:13pm: Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (10 min: Albright, Julian, Litwin, and 
Thompson)    

1. Thompson introduces two proposed development projects.  Details follow. 
2. Neighborhood Solutions :  The project is a new development by Matt Press to be located on the 

corner of W. Dodds and S. Morton.  B-Line trail runs parallel and adjacent to the west property 
line along Morton Street.  The petitioner is interested in designing an environmentally-friendly 
property.  

a. The plan includes the construction of 12 single-family houses with lots facing the B-Line 
trail.  The petitioner is also proposing three new buildings on the north part of the property 
including a 5-unit "mini" condo building with individual garden plots; a two-story, mixed-
use, train-station-themed building with a 3,000 sq. ft. restaurant on the first floor and three, 
2-bedroom apartments on the second floor; and a two-story live/work building at the 
northeast corner of the site. 

b. Home owners will have various design choices including the installation of solar panels.  
Owners can also opt to LEED certify their house.  Buildings will be built to LEED silver 
specifications but will only be certified as LEED if owners want to pay for the registration. 

c. Thompson is uncertain whether or not the properties will be rentable. 
d. Hathaway inquires whether the developer plans to require condo tenants to maintain their 

garden plots by non-toxic means.  Thompson replies that such details may be in the 
covenants and restrictions document for the development but were not included in the 
petitioner’s statement.  However does know that raising chickens will not be allowed 
there. 

e. A green wall (a vegetated, heavy-duty trellis extending up three stories) is also part of the 
plan.  This design feature would be a first for Bloomington.  Thompson is working to 
ensure that listed invasive species such as English ivy are not allowed to be grown on the 
green wall.  This would be difficult if a precedent is set of allowing the green wall to be 
classified as an architectural feature rather than as a landscaping feature. 

f. One corner of the development is currently in the floodplain.  The developer intends to fill 
this area by four feet to remove it from the floodplain but has not yet introduced plans to 
compensate for this action by digging the floodplain deeper elsewhere.  Thompson will be 
monitoring this issue. 

g. Thompson praises the plan’s environmental sensitivity with the exception of their 
proposed floodplain management strategy. 

h. Jung notes that the development has admirable qualities but appears cramped in her 
opinion.  The EC debates how urban compact development can best be designed. 

i. The EC returns to discussing the development’s floodplain issue. 
i. The Commission is interested in knowing what materials will be used for filling 

the floodplain. 
ii. Thompson notes that the developer will be counting on approval of his proposed 

floodplain modifications by DNR.  The portion of the development including the 
area with floodplain concerns is planned to be built as a second phase of 
construction. 

3. 7:38pm: A three-floor apartment complex called Scholar’s Loft. 
a. The petitioner wants to construct a green wall as part of the Green Development 

Incentives (GDI) specified in the UDO.  The GDI would be a means to receive an 
exception to residential density limits and a variance is needed to have an apartment 
located on the first floor.  The area is currently zoned to have only commercial properties 
on the first floor.  The proposed first floor apartment would be disabled-accessible. 
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b. The developer is one of first to make such a proposal using the UDO’s green building 
incentives.  Bloomington’s UDO states that certain green building measures entitle 
developers to have a higher residential density. 

c. The proposed development would be located on N Walnut St. on the lot of an old filling 
station. 

d. The developer also wants to have a roof garden complete with garden space for tenants. 
B. 7:49pm L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee & garden show tabling   (10 min: Hathaway and Jung) 

1. Jung has resumed tabling for the EC at the City’s weekly farmers market. 
2. Last weekend’s Monroe County Master Gardener Association Garden Fair was well attended and 

completely depleted Jung’s stock of EC brochures.  Hathaway states that she will restock the 
brochures before leaving for the summer. 

3. Thompson and Jung discuss the sizing of the Lawns for Life brochure.  Jung prefers them to be 
printed on legal size paper. 

4. Jung notes that the Lawns for Life signs are very popular and are moving quickly.  She will be 
looking for additional grants soon.  Jung states that Bloomington appears to have reached a tipping 
point where people are recognizing the signs and are aware of the message of Lawns for Life. 

5. Jung wants to have a summer intern make brochures on bees, deer-resistant plant species, and in 
particular, grass replacement plant species. 

6. Jung will continue to attend SWEET meetings as a way to work on the issue of pesticides entering 
Lake Monroe. 

7. Jung has resigned from attending Tree Commission meetings on behalf of the EC.  Jung notes that 
Lee Huss has informed her that it would be acceptable to have EC members rotate who attends the 
Tree Commission meeting.  If the EC adopts this suggestion, Jung states that she would be able to 
take a turn in the rotation of representatives. Tree Commission meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 9:30 am.  Meetings usually last until 10:30 am. 

8. Jung thanks Will Simmons for all of his assistance. 
C. 7:58pm Tree Commission Committee   (2 min: Jung) 

1. Albright admits that the weekday scheduling of the Tree Commission meeting makes it tricky to 
attend, but encourages EC members to volunteer. 

D. 7:59pm BEQI Committee  (5 min: Dowling and Hathaway) 
1. Dowling emailed Albright a committee update.  She has spoken with Moncavage and welcomes 

her to be on BEQI committee.  Dowling also notes that the press release for the updated water 
section of the BEQI report will soon be released. 

2. Dowling is working on searching for summer interns.  The position is listed on SPEA’s website. 
a. Thompson notes that the final day for applications to be submitted is April 30th.  The 

selection process will begin after that point, with interviewing to be done by Thompson, 
Jung, and other EC members as needed. 

b. One internship position will be to work on BEQI projects.  The second position would be 
focused on natural landscaping projects. 

c. Albright stresses the importance of reaching out to the new EC commissioners to partner 
on interns with projects. 

d. Air, energy, and transportation are the three possible BEQI report projects being 
advertised.  Energy seems to be the topic in which most internship applicants are 
interested.  Linda notes that hiring an energy intern would be well-timed for the City 
because the Sustainability Commission is hiring an energy-focused intern for the summer 
and could potentially partner on projects with an EC intern. 

e. Discussion ensues as to how to organize an intern selection committee for the EC.  
Albright suggests that contacting the City’s Human Resources staff to look over the 
submitted resumes and to help the EC narrow the field of options could be helpful.  
Thompson concurs. 

E. Eco Award Committee  (10 min: Albright, Jung, Pezzullo, and Simmons) 
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1. Albright reports that the Eco Award Ceremony was well attended and that many contest 
submissions came in at the last minute. 

a. The committee will be meeting to discuss the pluses and minuses of this year’s event. 
b. Former EC Commissioner Phaedra Pezzullo stressed need to have more media outreach 

for the Eco Award Ceremony, including coverage of the event itself.  
i. In response to Pezzullo’s thoughts, Albright reports that the Mayor has suggested 

broadcasting next year’s ceremony live on IUCAT and inviting photographers 
from local newspapers to attend. 

ii. Lindberg volunteers to assist with media outreach in the future. 
iii. Jung encourages the EC to continue working with Beth Smith as a liaison to 

Bloomington’s schools. 
c. Thompson notes that there was a less than smooth transition in passing on the work 

between fall and spring EC interns.  This area of event planning could be improved for 
next year. 

d. Albright says the experience of this year’s ceremony will be useful in creating an even 
more successful second year for the Eco Awards. 

e. Lindberg suggests working more closely on arranging the catering display at the 
ceremony. 

i. Albright stressed that this will be a matter of mediating between the desire to host 
a no-waste event with the need to maintain a professional appearance for the EC 
as an organization. 

ii. Jung observes that sweet foods were in much higher demand at the event than 
savory dishes, and that the EC could have spent less on main course-type foods. 

f. Simmons notes that the EC may need a larger venue to hold the Eco Award ceremony in 
the future.  The City Hall atrium, he observes, was filled to capacity this year.  Jung 
suggests partnering with a local church interested in environmental issues. 

g. Thompson was impressed with how impressed the Mayor was with the event.  His main 
compliment was the large number of sponsors the EC received.  The EC may be receiving 
additional funds for next year’s event. 

h. Albright reports that the mayor offered  two suggestions for next year: 
i. Have thank you certificates for each sponsor that the Mayor can sign.  These 

certificates should be designed for being displayed in the window of each 
sponsor’s location. 

ii. If the EC is interested in partnering with Fairview Elementary School, the EC may 
be able to secure funds for art supplies to help all students be able to afford to 
create an Eco Award contest entry. 

i. Albright concludes the discussion by stating that this year’s event was a great success. 
F. 8:21pm Urban Animal Husbandry Committee   (10 min:  Jung and Simmons) 

1. Simmons will write a report on this topic and will send it out to the EC next week via email. 
G. 8:22pm Waste Reduction Committee   (3 min: Albright) 

1. Albright recounts that this EC committee began as a result of seeing the volume of waste produced 
by a Taste of Bloomington event. 

2. The three local events Albright intends to focus on with this committee are the Taste of 
Bloomington, Lotus Fest, and the tasting days at the Bloomington Farmers’ Market. 

3. The Taste of Bloomington’s organizers are working hard to minimize their waste. 
a. Many parties are participating in the conversation on how to realize this goal.  

Representatives from City Hall, Petal Power, Hoosier Disposal, BIRA, and the Chamber 
of Commerce are all involved. 

b. Three different waste disposal stations would be located throughout the event featuring 
various bins for recycling, trash, food waste, and liquid waste.  Raising awareness of 
issues such as Styrofoam being recyclable is another initiative. 
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c. One of the disposal stations could be staffed by the EC.  EC members who participate 
could receive a free pass for the Taste of Bloomington.  Albright invites EC members to 
convey their interest in this volunteer opportunity to her. 

4. Lotus Fest waste management meetings will be upcoming. 
5. Farmers’ Market waste reduction: 

a. There is a need to increase awareness of what is recyclable and encourage people to think 
before they throw something away. 

b. People should be encouraged to bring their own spoon to the soup tasting day. 
c. Jung suggests the possibility of a spork giveaway by the EC. 
d. Albright mentions that is important to keep the focus on public tasting events and not 

challenge vendors on what they are supplying to consumers. 
6. Moncavage is interested in being involved with the waste reduction committee. 
7. Thompson notes that the City’s Parks and Recreation Department organizes the Taste of 

Bloomington.  They will need to be contacted regarding the logistics of waste management and 
working on the issue of recyclables being contaminated by trash. 

a. Jung notes that the IU Office of Sustainability has worked on sorting recyclables in the 
past.  

H. 8:35 pm McDoel Switchyard (Albright) 
 1. Albright notes that the EC has been requested to send a representative to McDoel Switchyard 

stakeholder meetings.  Lindberg is unable to be the EC’s representative because of her own 
involvement with the project. 

 
 VI. 8:37pm  Old business   (20 min) 
  A.  GPP discussion on Vision Statement letter   (5 min: Litwin) 

1. Moved to the EC’s May meeting due to quorum not being met. 
 
 VII  8:37pm New business   (23 min) 
  A. Summer interns    (3 min: Pezzullo, Dowling, Thompson) 

1. This issue was discussed earlier in the meeting. 
2. Thompson will be working on arranging a time for EC members to discuss the internship 

applications received. 
B.  Committee membership   (20 min: Albright) 

1. Albright notes that low attendance at tonight’s meeting makes it difficult to conclusively discuss 
EC committee memberships, and that filling all available roles within the EC may prove difficult 
in the current period of low membership. 

2. Albright volunteers to switch from the ECPC to a committee with greater need if necessary.  
Thompson argues that given the prominence of the committee, Albright should remain on the 
ECPC unless a new EC member steps forward to join the group in her stead. 

3. Current areas of need for EC representatives include the Tree Commission, the MPO (metropolitan 
planning organization) Citizen’s Advisory Committee, the GPP Steering Committee, and the EC’s 
BEQI committee. 

4. Thompson states that Regina DiLavore was the last EC representative for the MPO Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee and adds that now would be a good time to have a presence on this particular 
group because construction is starting on Section 5 of I-69. 

5. Moncavage  signs up for the BEQI committee.  She is particularly interested in working on projects 
relating to energy.  She previously interned with Hoosier Energy and has contacts there.  
Moncavage adds that while  she doesn’t have a background in air or transportation issues, she 
could learn. 

6. Other current EC committee assignments include Litwin as the EC representative for the City’s 
Deer Task Force, Jung working on Lawns for Life; and Albright and Moncavage on the EC’s 
Waste Committee. 
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7. Wednesday May 16th is next Tree Commission meeting.  Jung suggests that a rotation of EC 
members attending that commission’s meetings could begin. 

  
 VIII.  8:47 pm Commissioner Announcements (10 min)  

A. Hathaway is leaving for the summer but will return in fall.  She will be travelling to Beijing for a study 
abroad program on China’s public sector then will complete an internship with the EPA in DC.  The EC 
thanks her for her good work. 

B. Simmons is leaving the EC permanently.  The EC praises his hard work on the Eco Awards ceremony. 
C. Lindberg reports on various environmentally-related projects. 

1.   Recent events: Additional photos have been released from the MLK Day bike bells giveaway.  A 
McDoel Switchyard cleanup day recently took place for Global Youth Services Day.  Lindberg 
will soon be graduating from Indiana Watershed Leadership Program.   An adopt-a-stream 
program for the Bloomington area is in development.  Finally, Lindberg was recently involved 
with a Science Olympiad competition featuring many projects relating to water quality. 

2.    Upcoming project: Lindberg will be tabling at a conference on stormwater management.  She 
requests that spare copies be made of all the EC’s water-related brochures. 

D. Jung is looking forward to tabling for the EC at the Farmers’ Market. 
1. Jung accepts that this is primarily her responsibility but welcomes EC members to take a shift. 
2. The EC will have a presence at the upcoming Blooming Neighborhoods special event. 

 
IX.  9:00pm Adjournment  

A. Carrie moves for the meeting to be adjourned.  Jung seconds. The motion passes unanimously.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, March 22, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending: 
Carrie Albright (Chair), Meredith Dowling, Meg Hathaway (Intern), Chaim Julian, Mike Litwin, Phaedra Pezzullo, 

Will Simmons (Intern), and Linda Thompson (Staff), Dianne May; Andy Williams; Carissa Moncavage 
 

Absent: Diane Jung, Kriste Lindberg 
 
I.  Introductions: New Commissioners   (3 min) 

A. Andy Williams  
1. Williams recently graduated from the Maurer School of Law at IU and is now a graduate fellow 

attorney with the Conservation Law Center, a nonprofit law firm in Bloomington that works for 
environmental organizations and other clients on conservation and environmental issues. 

B. Dianne May 
1. May is an experienced community activist who cares about environmental issues in the 

Bloomington community. 
C. Carissa Moncavage 

1. Moncavage recently earned an MPA/MSES degree from SPEA at Indiana University.  She has 
been a Bloomington resident for six years and excited to be joining the EC. 

 
II.  Announcements   (2 min) 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, April 26th, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
      B. Next Planning Committee meetings:   March 28th, & April 12th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
      C. Next Tree Commission meeting:   April 18th, 9:30 am, Rose Hill Office 
                                          

             III.  Approval of February minutes      (5 min) 
A. Dowling motions for the approval of the February EC minutes.  Pezzullo seconds. The motion passes 

unanimously. 
 
IV.  Public comment   (10 min)  

A. Alena Degradl 
1. Degradl introduces herself as an IU senior attending the EC meeting as an assignment for her urban 

planning class. 
 

V.  Committee Reports & discussions   (75 min)    
A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (10 min: Chaim, Carrie, Mike, Linda)    

1. Thompson provides all updates for this section of the minutes. 
2. Renwick Village Center is requesting an amendment to the Renwick PUD to allow for a pilates 

studio to be built on the second floor or their property.  Originally the PUD stated that offices 
would be built on the second floor. 
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3. Cheddar’s, a large restaurant, is petitioning to relocate to Franklin Road.  The project would 
involve razing a motel currently onsite and filling half a detention pond on an adjacent lot to build 
a parking lot.  The ECPC will be following the project closely. 

4. Kenwood Lot 9: The petitioner’s site plan includes a Site Plan request for a 3-story multifamily 
building with 10 units.  Also requested is a waiver from void-to-solid façade and first floor 
commercial space.   

5. Patterson Pointe, LLC is presenting a Final Plan request to allow a 60-unit senior housing project, 
Final Plat request for a 4-lot subdivision, and a revised infrastructure phasing plan for the 
Patterson Pointe PUD. 

6. Matt Press Development: This upcoming request is for a 1.6 acre property at the southeast corner 
of S. Morton St. and W. Dodds. The B-Line trail runs parallel and adjacent to the west property 
line along Morton Street. The petitioner is requesting to amend the Planned Unit Development 
that was approved in 2009. The turn-of-the-century style of the development shows the southern 
2/3 of the property to be 12 single family units on individual lots facing the B-Line Trail. These 
would be constructed to a Silver standard of the US Green Building Council.  The substantial 
difference for this proposal involves the north 1/3 of the site. The petitioner is proposing three new 
buildings on the north part of the property including a 5-unit "mini" condo building with 
individual garden plots; a two-story, mixed-use, train-station-themed building with a 3,000 sq. ft. 
restaurant on the first floor and three, 2-bedroom apartments on the second floor; and a two-story 
live/work building at the northeast corner of the site. A surface parking lot will be constructed to 
provide 25 parking spaces for the mixed-use building and would be partially under the building. 
Initial issues include floodplain protection and tree preservation 

7. Thompson explains to the new commissioners that the purpose of the ECPC is to review 
development petitions for details relating to environmental issues.  Through Thompson, the ECPC 
writes recommendations to the Plan Commission.  The ECPC’s role is purely advisory.  

B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee & garden show tabling   (10 min: Diane, Meg) 
1. Albright presents the following updates on the behalf of Jung, who is absent. 
2. Production for the next round of L4L signs are is currently in progress. 
3. On April 21st from 9am – 4pm, the EC will be tabling at the Monroe County Master Gardeners 

2012 Fair. 
a. Hathaway encourages EC members to sign-up for a volunteer shift. 
b. Hathaway invites EC members to loan “eye candy” items for the EC display booth. 
c. Hathaway will send out a formal sign-up sheet for volunteering at the Master Gardeners 

Fair. 
4. Simmons is working on a deer-resistant plant brochure. 

a. Simmons is seeking last minute edit suggestions from the EC. 
b. EC members are hesitant to approve the document without reviewing it in detail 
c. Litwin expresses confidence in the content of the brochure. 
d. The EC votes to approve the brochure with the condition that minor edits from the 

commissioners are included.  Litwin moves and Pezzullo seconds.  The motion passes 
unanimously. 

5. Jung attended the most recent SWEET meeting.  Thompson speaks on her behalf and introduces 
the purpose of SWEET to the new EC commissioners. 

a. The group is a forum for discussing stormwater management issues. 
b. Jung wants to make and disseminate water quality education literature to citizens residing 

near the Lake Monroe shoreline. 
6. Jung will be participating with Prof. Marjorie Hershey in a poster session in April featuring work 

done for a paper titled “Legal Responses to Lawn Pesticide Use,” which was written by student 
Laura Appelt for the IU service learning class POLYS-Y313, Environmental Policy. 

7. EC will have its table for free at Farmers’ Market, since it is a city entity.  Jung encourages EC 
members to contact her about taking a shift at the Farmers Market. 

C. Tree Commission Committee   (5 min: Diane) 
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1. Albright will email out Jung’s report on this commission’s meeting. 
D. BEQI Committee with vote on full water section going online   (15 min: Meredith, Meg) 

1. Dowling introduces the new EC commissioners to the BEQI webpage.  The topics still to be 
updated in the future include air, energy, and transportation. 

2. Hathaway presents the updated water basics page to the EC. 
a. Hathaway restates that the City’s ITS department strongly prefers City webpages to 

contain tables in an html format. 
b. Dowling motions and Pezzullo seconds a vote on removing the caveat statement from 

Water Basics page and approving the upload all other pages of the BEQI water section.  
The motion passes unanimously. 

c. The EC does want navigational anchors at the top of the BEQI water webpage but agrees 
with Hathaway that the formatting should differ visually between the Water Home page 
and Water Basics page. 

d. Hathaway is meeting tomorrow with Steve Cotter to discuss the environmental health of 
Griffy Lake. 

3. There has been no progress on the green infrastructure section of BEQI. 
E. Eco Award Committee last discussion before event   (15 min: Carrie, Phaedra, Diane, Will) 

1. The Eco Award ceremony will take place on April 18th at 5:30 pm. 
2. Albright shares sample award certificates with the EC. 
3. A commission discussion ensues about scheduling catering pick-up. 
4. Pezzullo requests that Albright create an agenda for running the ceremony so that the mayor knows 

the expected flow of events. 
5. A commission discussion ensues regarding the need to rescheduling an Eco Award planning 

discussion. 
6. Thank you letters and receipts do need to be provided to sponsors, even for in-kind donations. 
7. Thompson says a poster thanking sponsors, to be displayed at the ceremony, needs to be made. 

F. Toxics & Waste BEQI Committee   (15 min: Phaedra, Regina, Will) 
1. Simmons presents his proposed edits for the waste section of the BEQI report.  They are not yet 

loaded online. 
a. Pezzullo notes that less temporally specific text should be used when possible to avoid the 

need for frequent website updates. 
b. The content of Simmons’ edits is pulled mostly from the EC’s Toxics Report.  Given that 

the information was previously approved for publication, the EC approves of the content 
being adapted for online publication. 

c. Thompson mentions that images of the Monroe County Solid Waste Management District 
should be updated to reflect the District’s new logo and signage. 

d. Dowling motions and Pezzullo seconds a vote on allowing Simmons to begin uploading 
the proposed edits to the website, taking into account the additional recommendations 
presented by the commissioners at this meeting.  The EC unanimously votes yes and the 
motion passes. 

G. Urban Animal Husbandry Committee   (5 min:  Will, Diane) 
1. Simmons presents a list of topics to be included in a docket of recommendations for embracing 

urban animal husbandry in City ordinances.  Themes include: 
a. Natural property conditions. 
b. Animal allowance, i.e., which animals allowed in the city. 
c. Services, i.e., what animals are used for. 
d. Environmental Health.  Includes elements such as disease and vector control as well as 

noise control. 
e. Operational control will be especially important for urban planners.  Guidelines need to be 

set for issues such as whether animals can be home-slaughtered and what scale of 
operation is allowable.  What physical infrastructure/pens is allowed/required? 

f. Dealing with grievances. 
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g. Institutional conditions. 
h. Sociocultural advice. 

2. Simmons feels that a general document bringing in regulatory examples from other cities for all of 
the aforementioned categories could be worked into the ImagineBloomington process.  His 
intention is to create a document that will be a conversation piece for the future of the City of 
Bloomington. 

3. Albright supports Simmons broad perspective and notes that it can be dangerous to be overly 
specific when making recommendations.  She notes that with a “one shot” pitch you have fewer 
chances for your ideas to be adopted. 

4. Williams asks if Simmons has looked into current barriers in Bloomington’s ordinances to urban 
animal husbandry.  Simmons replies that he has, and that Bloomington is very restrictive with all 
animals other than chickens. 

5. Thompson predicts that site design requirements and the boundaries between residential buildings 
and commercial operation will be a huge issue in the revised UDO.  Julian asks if this would be 
covered in the physical infrastructure theme of Simmons’ work. 

  
VII.  New business – Part 1  (10 min) [timestamp 8:20pm] 

A.  To accommodate Dowling’s need to leave for another meeting, a motion is proposed by Pezzullo and 
seconded by Dowling to move this section of the meeting up in the agenda to before Old Business.  
The motion passes unanimously. 

B.  Summer intern job descriptions including a vote on assignments    (10 min: Phaedra, Meredith, Linda) 
1. Pezzullo notes that in the past things have worked best when EC interns work on projects in which 

both they and a selection of EC commissioners are particularly interested. 
2. Pezzullo suggests that one summer intern work with Jung to do brochure updates and to help with 

EC outreach at the Farmers’ Market.  A second summer intern task could be to work on a section 
of the BEQI still in need of edits (air, energy, or transportation). 

3. Pezzullo asks for project interests from the three new EC commissioners to help direct the hiring of 
summer interns. 

4. Additional project ideas for a summer EC intern are discussed. 
a. Waste reduction at Bloomington events is a possibility. 
b. Hathaway’s priorities will be to finish the BEQI green infrastructure and water sections as 

well as the FEMA floodplain database. 
5. The EC discusses ideas for the summer intern selection process. 

a. Williams suggests letting the strong candidates for intern positions lead the topics that the 
EC will pursue over the summer. 

b. Dowling suggests asking intern applicants to impress the EC with their knowledge of one 
of the three areas of BEQI still to be updated (air, energy, and transportation). 

c. After discussion, the conclusion is reached by that the EC will accept applications for two 
intern positions, one for a specific BEQI topic and one working with Jung on community 
outreach. 

d. Pezzullo will write the EC intern application descriptions. 
 
 VI.  Old business   (20 min) [timestamp 8:32pm] 
  A.  Sustainability outreach update   (5 min: Carrie) 

1. The Trinity Broadcasting Network has contacted Albright with the invitation to speak with them 
about environmental issues.  After discussion, the EC decides to thank TBN for their offer but 
refer the agency to Earth Care, a local interfaith group that works on environmental issues.   

 
B.  GPP discussion on Vision Statement letter   (15 min: Mike) [timestamp 8:35pm] 

1.  Litwin introduces the GPP for the new commissioners – it is a guidance document for Planning 
Commission and the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO). 
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2. The GPP Steering Committee has held various meetings on updating the GPP vision statement.  
Public input meetings are now taking place. 

3. The EC will be providing a letter presenting its ideas for a vision statement. 
4. The EC debates whether it would be most effective to format their advisory letter using bullet-

points or prose.  Pezzullo notes that the EC’s letter will need to be voted on at the next meeting. 
5. Pezzullo suggests that the EC mention I-69 in its advisory letter even if this topic is too specific to 

be included up in the final draft of the vision statement.  She sees this strategy as a way to indicate 
to the City the strength of the EC’s commitment to being involved in this issue. 

6. The EC discusses the appropriate level of specificity in an advisory letter for the GPP vision 
statements. 

a. The commissioners agree that including a balance of detail and general themes each is 
important. 

b. Albright suggests providing select examples for what the EC means with each of the 
major themes it will advocate for in the advisory letter. 

7. Litwin will send around a draft letter.  Litwin will not be at the next EC meeting, but voting on the 
letter he drafts will take place at the next EC meeting. 

8. Julian suggests that Hathaway send last month’s EC minutes to the new commissioners, as they 
include information from Scott Robinson’s discussion of the ImagineBloomington process. 

  
 VII  New business – Part 2 (15 min) [timestamp 8:49pm] 
  B.  EC survey discussion   (15 min: Carrie) 

1. Albright’s reason for disseminating the survey was to gather information on the history of the EC 
as well as people’s vision for the future of the organization.  

2. Common themes in the survey responses included enjoying outreach work, the feeling of having a 
say in the community, and having an opportunity to utilize experience/expertise in the 
environmental sector. 

3. Concerns with the EC included… 
a.  …having a lack of technical expertise in certain areas.  Albright notes this may be 

resolved with the addition of three new members. 
b. …effective use of volunteer time. 

4. Albright informs the new commissioners that the EC encourages participation in a minimum of 1 
EC committee to ensure that the EC’s various projects are well supported.  The EC, Albright 
notes, always encourage participation. 

5. Albright notes the need to be mindful of effectively using meeting time while simultaneously 
ensuring that people still feel their opinions are valuable and worth expressing. 

6. There is a suggestion to start holding post-EC meeting social time. 
7. Albright cites the Eco-Hero awards ceremony as good example of a project where many EC 

members are helping out and sharing the load of the project. 
8. Albright notes that BEQI is a big undertaking that needs a lot of EC support. 

a. Pezzullo feels that interns have been under-supported because the EC had four 
commissioners resign this academic year on projects they were working on and it is most 
productive when interns work on topics that commissioners have expertise in.  Hathaway 
states that soliciting edits from the EC would have been simplified if there had been 
multiple commissioners on the EC’s BEQI committee. 

b. Pezzullo notes that improved communication with BCOS about their Star Report as it 
related to EC’s BEQI report is an ongoing goal.  Hathaway has idea of emailing Jacqui 
Bauer regarding the updated water and waste pages for her reference. 

c. BEQI is a core deliverable of the EC, Albright notes.  Therefore it is important for all EC 
commissioners to give input. 

9. Pezzullo stresses the value of input from all EC members because of EC’s core mission to need to 
communicate with the whole Bloomington community, including non-experts. Non-experts, 
Pezzullo notes, can assist technical experts in ensuring that their message is expressed clearly.  
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10. Linda notes that is in the Ordinance that the EC is required to create reports on the environmental 
quality of Bloomington. 

11. Pezzullo describes the importance of the staff coordinator position to new the EC new members. 
12. One of Albright’s primary goals for her term as EC Chair is to check regularly with EC members 

on whether or not they feel sufficiently supported in their projects. 
 

  
 VIII.  Commissioner Announcements and additional reports   (10 min) [timestamp 9:06 pm]  

A. Thompson notes that INDOT is moving forward quickly now with section five of I-69.  Citizen meetings 
are being held and the environmental impact study will be done by spring. 

1. Litwin asks if INDOT has the necessary funding.  Thompson is unsure.  Litwin believes INDOT 
may be using toll road money from section 4 but will need to look for additional monies. 

2. The City has been invited to the table to help in the planning.  
B. Williams notes that his firm, the Conservation Law Center CLC, recently had a big victory from the 

Indiana Supreme Court allowing environmental groups to challenge IDEM-issued permits on behalf of 
their members who have been personally aggrieved by the agency’s action. 

C. Simmons reviews the editing suggestions for the deer-resistant plant brochure suggested by EC 
commissioners. 

D. Litwin reminds new and old commissioners to upload updated biographies on themselves on to the EC 
website.  Bios can be submitted to Thompson to be uploaded to the website. 

E. Julian invites interested EC members to attend democratic candidate forums being held by Julian’s 
organization Democracy for Monroe County.  Both take place in the Ivy Tech building.  The meeting 
times are Monday March 26 at 7:30pm and Tuesday March 27 at 7:00 pm.  

F. Dowling asks about multi-family residence structures and disaster planning ordinances.  Thompson says 
to her knowledge no regulations exist requiring tornado shelters, adding that if such a stipulation is 
required it would appear in Bloomington’s building code, not the planning code. 

 
IX.  Adjournment [timestamp 9:17pm] 

A. Pezzullo moves and Julian seconds the motion to adjourn the EC meeting.  The motion is unanimously 
approved.  The meeting adjourns at 9:17pm. 

 



 
City of Bloomington 

Environmental Commission 
 

401 N. Morton Street ▪ Bloomington, IN 47404                      _ _City Hall                           Phone: (812) 349-3423 ▪ Fax: (812) 349-3535 
www.bloomington.in.gov 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, February 23, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Attending:  
Carrie Albright (Chair), Regina DiLavore, Meredith Dowling, Meg Hathaway (Intern), Chaim Julian, Diane Jung, 

Kriste Lindberg, Mike Litwin, Phaedra Pezzullo, Will Simmons (Intern), and Linda Thompson (Staff)  
 

Absent:  
None 

I.  Introductions   (3 min) 
   
II.  Announcements   (2 min) 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, March 22nd, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
      B.  Next Planning Committee meetings:   March 15th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
      C.  Next Tree Commission meeting:   March 21st, 9:30 am, Rose Hill Office 
                                          

             III.  Approval of January minutes   (5 min) 
A. Julian moves approval of the January 2012 minutes. Pezzullo seconds.  The motion is unanimously 

approved. 
 
IV.  Public comment   (10 min)  

A. Student Amy Allen is attending the meeting for a class assignment. 
 
V.  Scott Robinson of Planning Department regarding GPP Vision Statement   (20 min) 

A. Robinson describes Imagine Bloomington: 
1. Imagine Bloomington is a visioning process being used by the City’s Planning Department to 

define objectives for the future of Bloomington.  The City is looking to update the current Growth 
Policies Plan (GPP).  Imagine Bloomington moves away from the GPP and starts at a big picture 
level asking for input from citizens. 

2. Robinson demonstrates the online survey and UserVoice forum that has been developed to collect 
the Bloomington community thoughts on Bloomington today and what they would like to see in 
the City’s future. 

3. The City will be hosting ten workshop meetings to collect citizen input. 
4. All data collected from the community will be used to draft a vision statement. 
5. The current vision statement for the future of Bloomington is the forward section of the existing 

GPP. 
a. Robinson notes the City is looking to shorten the City’s vision statement. 
b. The current vision statement has 7 goals, of which one is supporting environmental 

integrity. 
6. Imagine Bloomington is a meant to be a clean slate, a chance to look forward and see where the 

City needs to be headed. 
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7. Robinson encourages EC members to attend one of the 10 workshops or submit a survey 
anonymously online. 

B. Robinson fields comments from the EC. 
1. Litwin and Julian attended the last Imagine Bloomington workshop. 

a. Julian enjoyed the meeting format of dividing into discussion groups. 
2. Pezzullo asks how the Planning Department is weighting the input they receive. 

a. Robinson emphasizes that citizen input isn’t weighted by the number of times a certain 
idea is submitted.  The intent is to gather a list of all issues that the community is 
concerned about.  By offering a “like” option in the online forum, people can save time by 
having to not retype ideas that have already been stated.  

b. Robinson encourages the EC to stay involved.  He adds that a statement from the EC, as a 
local decision-making group, may have a bit more weight than other forms of input.  
Robinson notes he is flexible and interested in working with the EC in the future.  

3. Litwin inquires about the timeline for submitting a letter from the EC.  Tom Micuda previously 
indicated the end of March as guideline for a submission date. 

a. Robinson says March sounds even early to him but notes that the sooner the EC gives 
direction to planning staff and the steering committee, the more likely the EC’s comments 
are to be incorporated into the vision statement. 

b. The last public meeting for Imagine Bloomington is on April 7th.  Robinson says that a 
letter finalized at the EC’s April meeting would be fine. 

4. Thompson asks how Imagine Bloomington relates to Monroe County’s GPP. 
a. Robinson replies that this is a subject he needs to look into, but notes the county has been 

close to finalizing their GPP document for about six months. 
5. Litwin and Robinson remind the EC that it will be important to not be overly specific in the vision 

statement. 
6. Hathaway asks about the full timeline for updating the GPP. 

a. Robinson says that the development of a vision statement is slotted to take a year to 
complete, including workshops, drafting, and receiving approval from the Plan 
Commission and City Council. 

b. Once the vision statement is compete, it will be determined whether the existing GPP can 
be edited or whether an entirely new document is needed. Robinson notes that the last 
time the GPP was written, the whole process took about 4 years. 

7. Albright summarizes the EC’s discussion and sets out the timeline for defining the EC’s 
suggestions for the GPP vision statement.  The proposal is to bring comments to the March 
meeting and approve a final letter at the April EC meeting. 

8. Dowling inquires about the public’s awareness level about the survey. 
a. Robinson says survey awareness is good and that PR has recently been getting bigger. 

 
VI.  GPP discussion on Vision Statement letter   (30 min) 

A. Albright opens the discussion for what the EC wants included in the GPP. 
1. Litwin cites growth management in Bloomington as a particularly contentious issue. 
2. Litwin notes that the EC should be mindful in coordinating input with that submitted by BCOS. 

a. Julian says the EC should ensure the two statements are complementary. Dowling 
concurs. 

b. Thompson volunteers to contact BCOS for their thoughts and to inform them of the EC’s 
intentions. 

c. Hathaway suggests the EC draft a letter on its own, then consult with BCOS before 
submitting a statement to the GPP steering committee.  She argues it would be useful to 
show BCOS exactly what the EC is proposing. 

d. Pezzullo says thematic overlap with BCOS’s GPP suggestions statement could strengthen 
the EC’s position. 

3. Litwin volunteers to collate GPP ideas from EC members submitted to him via email. 
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4. Pezzullo mentions that the old GPP specifies environmentalism as an objective of its own.  In 
contrast, the draft of the forward from the new Imagine Bloomington version of the GPP 
incorporates environmental concerns into all of the City’s goals.  She asks whether it is risky to 
not leave environmental issues in the GPP as a prominent topic in its own right. 

5. Litwin says another strategy would be to cover something the EC knows BCOS will overlook in 
their comments for the GPP vision statement. 

6. The EC requests a list of who is on the GPP steering committee. 
B. EC brainstorms on what it wants in the GPP 

1. Thompson suggests looking at other cities’ GPPs (or equivalent documents). 
a. Litwin notes that GPP documents from certain peer cities are on Imagine Bloomington’s 

website: South Bend, IN, Fort Collins, CO, and East Lansing, MI. 
b. The EC collectively agrees to take ideas from a broader range of progressive cities.  Model 

cities identified include Portland, OR; Madison, WI; and Ashville, NC. 
2. The EC brainstorms on keywords it wants emphasized in the updated GPP. 

a. Thompson emphasizes that green infrastructure can differ from traditional landscaping 
where beautification is the primary objective.  

b. Julian asks the EC to consider the types of industry it wants to Bloomington long-term. 
c. Julian and Thompson advocate for, at minimum, mitigation of environmental damage that 

does occur in Bloomington. 
d. Litwin reminds the EC that the City is looking to shorten the current GPP vision 

statement. 
e. Litwin invites EC members to email him their ideas for the new GPP. 
f. Discussion ensues about how the proposed I-69 project may fit in with the EC’s ideas for 

the revised GPP for Bloomington. 
g. Jung suggests using the City’s Imagine Bloomington survey as a template for submitting 

comments to Litwin. 
3. The EC’s final list of topics of concern includes the following: Air, Buildings/Facilities, Energy, 

Green Infrastructure, Growth, Industry Change, Landscaping, Lighting, Mitigation/Neutralizing, 
Public Health, Transportation, Water, and Waste. 

 
VII.  Committee Reports & discussions   (50 min)    

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (10 min: Chaim, Carrie, Mike, Linda)    
1. All comments in this section are from Thompson and concern the ECPC’s upcoming March 5th 

meeting. 
2. Several sites that were on the ECPC agenda have been continued. 
3. 602 N. Walnut: The applicant wishes to leave standing an old garage that they previously decided 

to tear down for extra parking, and put in the proposed parking spaces elsewhere.  They require a 
waiver from the maximum impervious surface coverage requirements because the proposed 
modification will put the property 3% above the maximum approved percentage of impervious 
surface cover, which is 60%. 

4. Various locations have no particular environmental concerns related to them.  Therefore the ECPC 
will not be writing memos for those locations. 

a. 1501 W. Tapp Rd: A former driving range to be converted to a therapist’s office needs 
more parking spaces than the UDO would currently allot them. 

b. Kroger at Seminary Square is planning to update their façade and interior and blend their 
facility visually with the B-Line Trail.  They have agreed to put in additional bicycle spots 
and install an outdoor plaza area. 

c. 807 North Walnut St: A nearly complete building.  The petitioners are asking to make 
space originally designated as an office suite into an apartment.  Their intentions are legal 
but need approval since it is a change from the original submitted plan. 

d. Marriot Hotel at 501 N. College Ave: Submitted a revised plan because the Plan 
Commission did not like that their original plan called for no commercial space. 
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e. Cornerstone Christian Church: Has added additional landscaping for buffers. 
B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee   (5 min: Diane) 

1. Jung discusses pricing for the next round of Lawns for Life signs to be printed. 
a. Price estimates are only slightly higher than last year, rather than much higher, as initially 

anticipated. 
b. Jung has received donations of $200 from the Center for Sustainable Living and $50 from 

World Wide Automotive Service. She is currently investigating additional funding 
sources. 

c. Signs can be printed in a batch of 50 or 100 signs, with a price break for the 100 unit 
purchase.  Jung asks for input on which quantity to order. 

d. Jung has not been factoring display material costs into her budget requests.  Some EC 
members argue that she should. 

e. Jung notes that if the EC buys the signs this year, sales tax wouldn’t be charged and that 
would reduce prices. 

f. Jung notes that timing is a factor because the screen printers currently have the time to 
make the signs but they will likely become busier later in the year. 

2. Thompson previously suggested that Jung participate in the April 21st Bloomington’s Master 
Gardeners’ Fair as a good venue to distribute Lawns for Life signs. 

a. Thompson notes that a fast turnaround on event preparation would be needed. 
b. Jung plans to submit an application to be at Master Gardeners’ Fair. 

3. The EC discusses the City’s implementation of a $10 per week tabling fee for the Bloomington 
Community Farmers' Market.  The EC agrees to find out whether the status of Lawns for Life as a 
City entity through the EC entitles it to a fee waiver. 

4. The EC discusses the coming year’s budget. 
a. Thompson notes that additional appropriations are unlikely to be awarded to the EC this 

budget cycle. 
b. L4L has a separate bank account. 
c. The EC asks for clarification on processing spending approvals.  Thompson indicates that 

she can contact the City’s controller regarding this matter. 
d. Thompson notes that any one donor cannot give over $5000 in funds to the EC’s L4L or 

Eco-Hero Awards accounts 
5. Albright calls for a vote to allocate $125 of EC monies as a source of supplemental funds for 

ordering L4L signs, assuming no legal issues arise when Thompson consults the City’s controller. 
a. Pezzullo seconds. 
b. The motion passes unanimously. 

6. Jung will be participating with Prof. Marjorie Hershey in a poster session in April featuring work 
done for a paper entitled “Legal Responses to Lawn Pesticide Use,” which was written by student 
Laura Appelt for the IU service learning class POLYS-Y313, Environmental Policy. 

a. Jung encourages EC members to read the essay on legal responses to lawn pesticide use 
she has previously submitted. 

b. Pezzullo suggests that the student author of the paper forward their work on to the City’s 
Legal Department.  Jung will suggest this to the author (Laura Appelt). 

7. Jung is interested in updating the EC’s brochures. 
a. The deer-resistant plant brochure created by Allison Schweizer (former intern). 
b. A new brochure on bees/pollinators. 

8. Lindberg suggests http://www.cleanwaterways.org/ and http://www.greenspots.in/ as potentially 
useful resources to promote to the public. 
 

C. BEQI Committee   (15 min: Meredith, Meg) 
1. Hathaway presents the draft of the revised BEQI water section: 

a. The webpage has been restructured. 
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i. New pages have been drafted for the water consumption and questions from the 
public sections. 

ii. The two web pages relating to environmental water quality from the current 
version of BEQI have been combined into one page.  This will make it easier for 
the public to look up monitoring data by waterbody. 

b. City of Bloomington Utilities has received updates on the revision project as it has 
progressed and has vetted the sections relating to drinking water and wastewater. 

c. Hathaway has been trained in editing the City website. 
d. Hathaway needs input from the EC on formatting tables. 

i. After discussion, the EC suggests uploading the tables onto the webpage as 
images for visual appeal, then attaching PDF or Word versions of the tables 
separately so as to allow citizens using adaptive technology to read the content of 
the tables. 

ii. Albright suggests adding a statement in the text of the BEQI water webpage 
indicating to adaptive technology users that the tables also exist as readable 
attachments. 

e. Pezzullo commends Hathaway’s clarity in dating all indicator values. 
f. Pezzullo requests that anchors be added to the BEQI pages to promote easy navigation of 

the website. 
g. Pezzullo requests a summary document of which, if any, local officials were contacted for 

input/approval on each section of the BEQI report.  The intent of this document would be 
to speed the process of future BEQI updates and to keep channels of communication open 
between the EC and BEQI-relevant City and County organizations. 

2. Hathaway requests permission from the EC to begin posting sections of the BEQI report so as to 
learn the uploading process and be able to identify formatting questions that will require EC input. 

a. The EC commissioners request more time to edit the revised BEQI draft. 
b. Pezzullo suggests that a disclaimer statement could be added to posted pages indicating 

that the BEQI site is currently being revised. 
c. After discussion, Julian moves to approve the introductory Water Basics for posting 

online.  Pezzullo seconds.  The motion passes, with Lindberg abstaining and the remaining 
EC members voting aye.  

d. Dowling requests Hathaway complete a final review of the Water Basics section before 
posting it. 

e. Pezzullo asks EC members to hone in on areas of the BEQI report relating to their 
expertise and review those sections in particular. 

D. Eco Award Committee   (10 min: Carrie, Phaedra, Diane, Will) 
1. Pezzullo reports that committee members have been very successful in obtaining sponsors. 

a. Data on sponsor contributions is being organized in a Google Doc created by Simmons. 
b. The Mayor’s Office is one of the sponsors. 

2. The EC discusses additional measures to ensure entry submissions are received. 
3. Simmons requests the process for supplying tax deductible receipts for donations. 

a. Thompson says that the City provides receipts and thank you notes, but someone cannot 
get a tax deduction because the City is not a non-profit organization. 

4. Donors will be mentioned on publications and acknowledged at the awards ceremony. 
5. A sponsor “thank you” banner needs to be made.  Thompson says it can be printed on the City’s 

color plotter. 
E. Toxics Committee   (5 min: Phaedra, Regina, Will) 

7. Simmons has created a new 11” by 17” version of the toxics map. 
8. Pezzullo asks that the map be included as a PDF attachment on the BEQI report. 
9. The vote to approve the toxics map is moved to next month’s meeting. 

F. McDoel Switchyard Park Steering Committee   (5 min: Meredith, Mike) 
1. Dowling and Litwin report that there is no update. 
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 VIII.  Old business   (10 min) 
  A.  Earth Week   (10 min: Meg) 

1. Discussion of this topic is moved to next month’s meeting. 
 
 VIX.  New business   (10 min) 
  A.  IU Sustainability Fair   (10 min: Carrie, Linda, Mike) 

1. Albright mentions that there is a tabling opportunity for the week of April 11th at IU. 
2. Thompson notes that the event is timed close to other major EC events. 
3.  Pezzullo moves to give Albright executive power to be at the event based on additional 

information Albright learns about the event in the future.  Julian seconds.  The motion passes 
unanimously. 

   
 X.  Commissioner announcements and additional reports   (10 min)  

A. Jung provides an update on the Tree Commission 
1. The Tree Commission will have a booth at the Bloomington Master Gardeners Show on Saturday 

April 21st at the National Guard Armory. 
2. New tree manuals will soon be available and will be available at the Master Gardeners Show. 
3. There is growing concern about an outbreak of emerald ash borer in Clay County, Indiana. 

a. The Commission intends to do educational outreach on this subject, including teaching 
people how to identify ash trees and handing out literature. 

b. The Commission is working to identify and remove ill trees, treat some healthy trees for 
prevention, and will be making recommendations to the Mayor’s Office on the subject. 

c. The EC requests details on how ash trees are being treated, including MSDS sheets for the 
compounds involved and information on how they are being applied. 

4. Arbor Day events will take place at the Monroe County Public Library and at People’s Park. 
5. A tree inventory of the City will be performed by students of Burney Fisher.  It will continue 

annually. 
6. There are concerns about the linden trees in the downtown square.  CFC may fund replacement 

trees. 
7. So far 50 clocks have been made from the downed Seminary Square trees, and are available for 

$50.  The Tree Commission is looking for woodworkers. 
B. Albright thanks commissioners for input on the “status of the EC” survey. 
C. DiLavore reports that she is relinquishing her seat on the EC due to time constraints.  The EC thanks her 

for her good work. 
 
XI.  Adjournment  

A. Pezzullo moves and Julian seconds the motion to adjourn the EC meeting.  The motion is unanimously 
approved.  The meeting adjourns at 9:30pm. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, January 19, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Hall – McCloskey Room, 401 North Morton Street 

 

Attending:  
Carrie Albright, Regina DiLavore, Meredith Dowling, Meg Hathaway (Intern), Chaim Julian, Diane Jung, Kriste Lindberg, 

Mike Litwin, Rob McCrea, Phaedra Pezzullo, and Mike Tosick (Chair)  
 

Absent:  
Linda Thompson (Staff) and Will Simmons (Intern) 
 

I.  Introductions   (3 min) 
   
II.  Announcements   (2 min) 

A. Next Environmental Commission meeting:   Thursday, February 23rd, 7:00 pm, McCloskey Room 
      B.  Next Planning Committee meetings:   January 25th, 4:10 pm, Planning Dept. 
      C.  Next Tree Commission meeting:   February 15th, 9:30 am, Rose Hill Office 
                                          

             III.  Approval of October, November, & December 2011 meeting minutes   (7 min) 
A. The EC votes separately on each month’s minutes.  The EC decides that commissioners who did not 

attend the meeting for which minutes are up for approval should abstain.  Therefore Jung and Pezzullo 
abstain from the vote on the October minutes; McCrea and Pezzullo abstain from the vote on the 
November minutes; and DiLavore, Jung, Julian, Lindberg, and Litwin abstain from the vote on the 
December minutes. 

B. All pass minutes pass unanimously. 
 

IV.  Public comment   (10 min)  
A. Adam Satchwill, an IU senior in a journalism class, is attending the meeting as a class assignment. 

 
V. Announcements continued 

A. Tosick: The proposed meeting agenda is rearranged to allow for DiLavore to participate in the EC officer 
slate discussion before she must leave for another commitment. 

 
VI. New business 

  A.  Staff appointments for 2012   (5 min) 
1. The original proposal called for Chair: Rob McCrea; Vice Chair: Mike Litwin; Staff Coordinator:   

Carrie Albright; and Secretary/Treasurer: Chaim Julian. 
2. McCrea announces that he will be resigning from the Environmental Commission in order to avoid 

conflict of interest issues with a legal case on which he will be working.  He has spoken with 
various people but has received no clear answers regarding his responsibilities and wishes to err 
on the side of caution.  The legal case in question consists of a land use issue.  This leaves the 
position of 2012 EC chair open. 

a. Albright encourages McCrea to rejoin the EC if possible after the conclusion of the case. 
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b. Julian encourages McCrea to speak with Dan Sherman in the Council Office about his 
responsibilities before formally leaving the EC. 

c. McCrea is concerned that information from the ECPC that is reported at EC meetings could 
cause conflict of interest issues. 

d. Pezzullo notes that all information in EC meetings is public. 
e. McCrea confirms his plan to resign from the EC, citing the uncertainty of his legal position. 

3. The 2012 EC officer appointment for chair is discussed. 
a. Tosick calls for volunteers for the position of EC Chair.  This is Tosick’s last meeting as an 

EC member. 
b. Pezzullo asks whether EC procedure allows for a vote to be done next month so that EC 

members have time to consider taking on the position of Chair.  Litwin responds that to 
the best of his knowledge there is no such procedural obstacle. 

c. Pezzullo introduces the option of having co-chairs for the EC. 
d. Albright expresses interest in becoming EC Chair.  She graduates in May and is interested 

in staying in Bloomington afterwards.  However, she notes that she would not be able to 
guarantee that she will be able to stay in the area and be EC Chair long-term. 

e. Pezzullo encourages Albright to consider the position, stating that even if she leaves in the 
summer, the EC would have prior warning and should be able to vote in another chair in 
May or June.  However, Pezzullo also feels Staff Coordinator is a key position in the EC. 

4. The 2012 EC officer appointment for staff coordinator is discussed. 
a. Pezzullo asks for clarity on how much of Hathaway’s time will be devoted to Planning 

Department tasks and how much time will be devoted to EC tasks.  Hathaway reports that 
she has not received additional clarification of this subject since the December EC 
meeting. 

b. Pezzullo advocates for a half-year slate on which the EC can revote on in May or June.  
Other EC members concur. 

c. Pezzullo will be staff co-coordinator with her focus on Simmons' Eco Hero and Toxic work. 
d. Dowling will be staff co-coordinator with her focus on Hathaway's work related to the 

BEQI. 
e. Tosick recommends that this year, the chairs of EC committees be 
more directly involved with staff (interns). 
f. Hathaway confirms that her current first priority is the BEQI report. 

5. Voting is conducted for the 2012 EC officer appointment slate. 
a. It is voted that from January 1 to June 1, the EC staff positions will be as follows: Chair – 

Carrie Albright, Vice Chair – Mike Litwin, Co-Staff Coordinators Phaedra Pezzullo for 
Eco Awards and Meredith Dowling for BEQI, and Secretary/Treasurer – Chaim Julian.  
The motion passes unanimously. 

b. Tosick will continue to run the current meeting. 
B.  Recruiting new EC members   (10 min) 

1. Thompson writes via email that there are currently three applications the Council is considering.  
She notes that the Mayor can also appoint individuals not on the applicant list.  The Council will 
be deciding next week (at least starting the process), but Sue Wanzer from the clerk’s office 
advises the EC to act now if it is aware of anyone else who wants to apply. 

2. McCrea wishes to establish a plan for recruiting new members.  He advocates that the EC should 
speak with the City Council and/or Mayor about the qualities the EC is seeking in new members.  
He emphasized that someone with a background in toxicology would be useful to the EC, 
especially if Pezzullo leaves the EC in June. 

3. Tosick feels the Council would be open to being approached with suggestions.  Lindberg concurs. 
4. Hathaway provides information she has heard about the current EC applicant pool.  One applicant 

was initially suggested by Lindberg and two others were on track to graduate from masters 
programs at IU’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs back in May 2011. 
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5. Jung notes that the EC has had issues in the past of having to pass over qualified applicants because 
they resided outside the city limits of Bloomington. 

a. Pezzullo notes that BCOS has changed their regulations to allow county residents to join 
their organization.  The EC could potentially do the same. 

b. Tosick notes that the EC would need to speak with Mayor and/or City Council about that. 
c. Pezzullo notes that the precedent set by BCOS would make it easier to argue for allowing 

county residents to by on the EC. 
d. Litwin supports the idea that the EC should investigate revising its commissioner residency 

rules. 
 
VII. Committee Reports   (50 min)    

A. Planning Committee & Sr. Environmental Planner   (15 min: Chaim, Carrie, Mike L, Linda) 
1. Thompson is absent from the meeting but has submitted an update via email. No ECPC meeting 

will take place in January but various cases are already slated for the February 6th meeting agenda. 
2. Martha’s House at S. Rogers St. is requesting a Use Variance to allow an expansion of an existing 

homeless shelter.  Also requested are variances in maximum parking spaces and parking setback 
standards. 

3.  Gary & Ginnie Phero are requesting a Use Variance request to allow a multi-family unit in a single 
family zoning district at 210 W. Gordon Pike. 

4. The Cornerstone Christian Church at 2655 S. Adams St. is up for the PUD Final Plan amendment 
for a church addition. 

5.  The proposed Marriott Hotel (KPM Hotel Group) site plan for 501 N. College Ave. includes the 
construction of a 155-room hotel.  This site, zoned CD/DCO was approved for a 100-room hotel 
in 2008 (Candlewood Suites). That approval was never acted upon. The new petitioner is seeking 
a site plan approval from the Plan Commission to construct a 5-6 story, 150 room hotel. There 
would also be 135 parking spaces located in two levels of structured parking. The parking would 
be partially exposed and partially below grade. Initial issues include height (50-66 feet in height), 
Morton street facade and streetscape, and a ROW vacation of an alley. 

6.  North College Ave Apts LLC (Tyler Curry) submits a site plan request for a 4-story 20-unit 
apartment building 710 N. College Ave.  This property, zoned CD/DGO, is 2 lots totaling 0.35 
acres. The proposal is to demolish an existing residential structure and replace it with a 4-story 
residential building with 9, 1-bedroom units and 11, 2-bedroom units. Also included are 20 
parking spaces with access from College through a "mouse hole" in the building. Requested are 
Site Plan approval, and waivers from height, step back, step down, building alignment, materials 
and possibly first floor void-to-solid, and impervious surface coverage. Initial issues include the 
drive cut onto College instead of using the alley, fire department access (Does the FD need to be 
able to drive through the mouse hole?), alignment, height in relation to the adjacent historic house 
to north, loss of a street tree, and impervious surface coverage. 

7. Tosick notes none of these projects are of major concern for the EC. Julian concurs. 
8. Thompson reports via email that new BCOS member Caleb Steiner has joined the ECPC. 

B. L4L/Natural Landscaping Committee   (5 min: Diane) 
1. Jung encourages EC members to read a student paper she has distributed entitled “Legal Responses 

to Lawn Pesticide Use.” 
a. The EC is encouraged to send her ideas of actions the EC can take in Bloomington to 

decrease the use of lawn pesticides. 
b. Jung would like to meet with McCrea to discuss the legal aspects of this subject. 

2. Jung has contacted the silk-screener about producing a new batch of Lawns for Life signs.  The cost 
will be higher than previously.  Funding is tight but the artist is committed to the project and she is 
investigating funding sources. 

a. Last year Jung recovered 33% of her costs from the sign production. 
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b. Pezzullo says Jung should add Lawns for Life signs as a line item for the EC budget, which 
will be reviewed in July.  Pezzullo also would like to ask for funds to help organize the EC 
Eco Awards. 

c. Julian will contact Linda about revising the EC budget. 
d. For producing Lawns for Life signs, Jung has identified the Center for Sustainable Living as 

a potential funder. 
3 Jung has emailed the citizen concerned about water quality in Lake Monroe and informed him that 

the EC may be collaborating with SWEET on a project to protect Lake Monroe. 
4. Jung invites EC members to meet informally with her over lunch for brainstorming sessions on 

Lawns for Life issues. 
5. Jung has a brochure on natural landscaping that former intern Allison Schweizer drafted which she 

would like to have edited before final distribution. 
a. Responsibility for entering the final edits is given to intern Will Simmons. 
b. Pezzullo notes that unlike Schweizer, Simmons does not have background in plants.  She 

suggest that the brochure editing process may work best if EC commissioners compose 
the text of the brochure themselves and then have Simmons upload it into the brochure. 

c. Pezzullo suggests that a summer intern could be hired to work on Lawns for Life issues. 
d. Jung adds that an intern working on a Lake Monroe project could be another option. 

C. BEQI Committee   (10 min: Meredith, Meg) 
1. Hathaway asks who will be on the EC’s 2012 BEQI committee.  Dowling will be on the committee. 
2. Lindberg expresses interest in working on a site assessment of Clear Creek. 

a. Pezzullo notes that this topic is not a part of the BEQI report itself. 
b. However, Pezzullo believes Simmons is interested in working on such a project.  If so, 

Pezzullo recommends that Simmons speak with the ECPC and Litwin about project ideas. 
3. Hathaway updated the EC on the most recent progress on the BEQI report. 

a. The wastewater and drinking water sections are currently in a state of completion similar to 
Vogt’s green infrastructure report. 

b. The environmental water quality section is what Hathaway has been working on recently. 
c. Hathaway notes there are no clear criteria for deciding which Monroe County streams to 

include in the environmental water section of BEQI.  Hathaway has been working with 
Chuck Winkle to locate streams and will meet tomorrow with Steve Cotter to discuss the 
inclusion/exclusion issue. 

4. Pezzullo asks Hathaway to present the status of the water section of BEQI at the next EC meeting. 
a. Lindberg and other EC commissioner want to review draft of the BEQI water section before 

the February presentation.  They request that an updated draft be emailed out for review 
prior to the February EC meeting. 

b. Hathaway and Dowling will meet next week to discuss the BEQI report. 
5. Dowling requests that Hathaway also update the EC about the status of the green infrastructure 

section of BEQI at the February EC meeting.  She identifies the water section as being of greater 
priority than the green infrastructure section, but asks Hathaway to at minimum provide an 
estimated completion date for the remaining updating the Green Infrastructure section. 

a. Dowling asks Hathaway to meet with Jess Vogt prior to the next EC meeting to clarify the 
remaining follow-up steps needed for completion of the Green Infrastructure section of 
BEQI. 

b. Hathaway has received a copy from Burney Fisher of tree report used by Jess Vogt as the 
basis of the green infrastructure BEQI section.  

6. After the water and green infrastructure sections are completed, Dowling wishes waste to be the 
next section of BEQI to be revised.  Hathaway is open to working on this project. 

7. Dowling suggests that Simmons revise the toxics section of BEQI as a future project.  Pezzullo 
agrees, saying this would be a good use of Simmons’ background in toxics. 

D. Eco Award Committee   (10 min: Carrie, Phaedra, Diane, Will) 
1. Albright informs the EC about a recent Eco Award committee meeting with Thompson. 
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2. New donations have been secured, including a donation of $100 from Eco Logic. 
3. Pezzullo mentions that Simmons has set up a Google Doc to track donations and thank you note 

writing. 
4. Pezzullo reports that the Mayor has asked Sustainability Coordinator Jacqui Bauer to coordinate 

with the EC on the Eco Awards.  Pezzullo requested $400 from Bauer but has yet to receive a 
reply. 

5. Hathaway asks how the EC plans to rank the donated gifts to be sure all age groups are covered.  
Pezzullo responds that the committee will wait until donations are received and work from there. 

E. Toxics Committee   (10 min: Phaedra, Regina, Will) 
1. Due to the absence of Simmons, no report is provided.   

 
 VIII. Old business   (10 min:  Mike T) 
  A.  EC’s GPP update input & invite someone from Planning Dept to March meeting 

1. Thompson writes via email that because the March EC meeting is on the same night as BZA 
meeting, Tom Micuda may be unable to attend the EC meeting.  Micuda won’t know until he sees 
the BZA agenda and can estimate the length of the BZA meeting.  He suggests the EC invite Josh 
Desmond, the assistant director of the planning department, in his stead. 

2. Litwin reports that while he supported Micuda when he volunteered to attend an EC meeting, he 
feels it is not essential for a member of the Planning Department to attend a meeting if time 
conflicts are emerging. 

a. Pezzullo says that as Litwin has been the leader for the EC on the GPP project, she supports 
his assessment of the situation. 

b. Litwin says writing a letter and participating in the public review process may be sufficient 
but wants to ensure the EC’s input is given more notice that a general comment from the 
public. 

c. Pezzullo notes that writing a Herald Times editorial or press release would also be possible. 
4. Litwin reminds the EC that the GPP Steering Committee is still working on the vision statement for 

the document, adding that the implementation sections later in the document will be of the most 
interest to the EC.  The deadline to vote on EC input to the GPP will be the EC’s March meeting. 

5. McCrea stresses how important a document the GPP is for guiding land use in any city.  Therefore 
the EC should take advantage of being part of the process and not settle for just being part of the 
public comment process. 

a. McCrea urges the EC to seek out policymakers who will be the most receptive to the EC’s 
input and give formal comments on the GPP through that channel. 

b. McCrea concedes that the City is early in its GPP development process, but still feels the 
EC should not rely only on submitting public comments. 

B. Invite Bill Williams to an EC meeting to describe the Fullerton Pike expansion 
1. Thompson notes via email that Williams is the director of County Highway Department and 

should know more about the project than city engineer Justin Wykoff. 
2. Albright will attend a Friday morning (7:30am) meeting at Rachel’s Café where Williams will be 

in attendance to discuss the Fullerton Pike project with the public. Albright will use it as a chance 
to invite Williams to an EC meeting. 

3. Julian suggests that the EC also invite a representative from B-TOP to offer their perspective on 
the issue. 

4. Tosick says speaking with the Highway Department early in their development process would be 
important, as doing so will prevent the EC from needing to draft a last-minute statement, as was 
the case with the recent Public Works roundabout projects. 

 
IX. New business (continued from earlier in the meeting) 

  A.  2012 priorities   (30 min) 
   1. Update representation of EC committees 

a. This agenda item is not discussed. 
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   2. Top priorities 
a. Tosick suggests that the EC focus on its current projects until new EC members are 

recruited.  He identifies these priorities as the Eco Awards, Lawns for Life, BEQI, the 
toxics report, GPP input, and waste reduction at special events in Bloomington. 

b. McDoel Switchyard Project discussion 
i. For new projects, Tosick asks whether it would be most beneficial to the EC for 

Simmons to focus on the McDoel Switchyard project or sections of the BEQI 
report. 

ii. McCrea attended the first meeting of the McDoel Switchyard Steering Committee.   
1) He identifies the Switchyard as a big project with a lot of potential. 
2) McCrea is concerned that the group’s use of environmental assessment data 

is light, and feels the EC could help inform the committee on this subject. 
3) McCrea volunteers to approach one of the committee members during his 

office hours and say the EC assist with environmental aspects of the 
project.  However, McCrea will clarify that he will no longer be serving in 
an EC capacity. 

iii. The EC discusses who may be able to attend meetings of the McDoel Switchyard 
Steering Committee.  Pezzullo notes that the EC could even rotate who is 
attending the meetings if necessary. 

iv. Pezzullo identifies Dowling, Lindberg, and Litwin as the members of the EC who 
will primarily be working with the switchyard committee. 

v. McCrea informs the EC that a preliminary website for the Switchyard project has 
been set up at switchyardpark.org. 

c. Possible Earth Week 2012 event on water quality 
i. Tosick suggests one thing to do would be a former unveiling of the BEQI report 

water section.  He notes that whatever the EC might decide to do would take time 
and committee support. 

ii. Jung says it would be important to reach out to the average citizen and make water 
quality data accessible to them.  She suggests working on an HT article with Dawn 
Hewitt as a possibility. 

iii. Jung suggests renaming her Natural Landscaping Committee to be the Educational 
Outreach Committee, with work including both landscaping and water quality 
education.  Other EC members affirm that commissioners are free to define their 
roles in the EC as they see fit. 

iv. Hathaway supports renaming committees if that is what commissioners would like 
to do, but asks whether the EC does in fact want a special event organized for 
Earth Week on water quality.  She raises the possibility of giving a lecture on the 
BEQI or other resources on water in your neighborhood. 

v. Various EC members note that any event would need to be planned in such a way 
as to not overlap in time with the Eco Awards or Little 500. 

vi. Albright and Jung are concerned about being too late to reserve space at the 
Monroe County Public Library.  Hathaway responds that this was not a problem 
last year.  Space was reserved but the EC had insufficient time to organize an 
event itself. 

vii. Pezzullo is hesitant about renaming the Natural Landscaping Committee to be the 
Educational Outreach Committee, arguing that all EC projects involve some 
degree of public outreach. 

d. Additional discussion of 2012 intern assignment 
i. Pezzullo asks for clarification on whether Hathaway will be working on EC projects 

for the remainder of the semester.  Dowling adds that if a switch to Planning 
Department activities is necessary, she would still like to see the water and green 
infrastructure sections of BEQI completed before the switch is made. 



�  Page 7 

ii. Hathaway reiterates that she has no new information on this subject since 
December. 

iii. Pezzullo states that the EC is tentatively interested in organizing a water-related 
event for Earth Week, but will need information on Hathaway’s scheduling by the 
next EC meeting before the EC will know if it can commit to a water quality 
event.  Albright is told to ask Thompson about this issue. 

e. The EC discusses the laundry list of EC project ideas compiled by Thompson. 
i. Tosick identifies the toxics report and BEQI as the EC’s two primary ongoing 

priorities.  Special events for the EC would include MLK Day, Earth Week, Eco 
Awards, and waste reduction initiatives.  Ongoing long-term initiatives would 
include GPP planning, the McDoel Switchyard project, and educational outreach. 

ii. As an additional special event, Lindberg invites the EC to partner on a one-day 
clean-up of the McDoel Switchyard from 1-3 pm on April 28th. 

1) Hathaway supports this idea as an “instant event” with which the EC can be 
involved. 

2) Tosick notes that disturbing the soil of a contaminated site by pulling things 
out of ground could be dangerous. 

3) McCrea notes that the toxicity of Clear Creek varies by location. 
 
 X. Commissioner announcements and additional reports   (10 min) 

A. Tosick says farewell to the Environmental Commission.  He has enjoyed his involvement with the EC over 
the past seven years and leaves open the possibility of rejoining the EC in the future. 

B. Hathaway participated in two environmentally related MLK Day events: BCOS’s weatherization of local 
homes project and the Planning Department’s free bike bell giveaway promoting alternative transportation 
and courtesy among commuters of all types. 

C. Lindberg was pleased with the success of the MLK Day bike bell giveaway day and notes the next 
giveaway will be on February 24th.  The program may be repeated next year.  She and Albright are 
pleased with how well the program was received by the public. 

D. Albright announces that next week Green Drinks will be taking place at Upland Brewery, featuring 
Twisted Limbs on making paper from the waste products of beer production. 

E. Albright asks the EC if they are interested in assisting two SPEA students interested in introducing, 
respectively, a Styrofoam ban and plastic bag use fee in Bloomington. 

1. Tosick suggests that the students make a practice presentation to the EC, receive EC comments, and 
then present their ideas directly to City Council with an endorsement from the EC. 

2. Hathaway asks about obstacles to getting an ordinance passed about which the EC should be aware. 
i. Tosick replies that finding a Council Member to support the project is key.  Pezzullo suggest 

Dave Rollo may be supportive of a Styrofoam ban. 
ii. McCrea mentioned a process called initiative and referendum power as a mechanism for the 

public to start law-making process in municipalities.  
F. Litwin reports that the GPP Steering Committee meeting on January 11th included a presentation of the 

current demographics of Bloomington.  The analysis is done for the entire population, including 
Bloomington’s student population.  Litwin will distribute the PowerPoint to EC members. 

G. Litwin reports from the City Parks Environmental Resources Council meeting that a grant has been 
received to drawdown and repair the dam at Lake Griffy.  Drawdown will be in effect for about half a 
year. 

H. The Deer Task Force has unanimously voted to recommend sharpshooters at Lake Griffy.  Council 
approval is still needed. 

I. McCrea is sorry to be leaving the EC but does not want to risk creating a conflict of interest problem. 
J. Dowling announces that IU is initiating a Keep IU Beautiful (anti-littering) campaign. Dowling reports that 

the cleanliness of IU’s campus is currently attributable to a staff that picks up approximately 1,500 lbs of 
litter a day.  Steering committee meeting are starting next week and Dowling will keep the EC informed 
of any developments. 
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K. Dowling asks about the issue of multi-family residence recycling in Bloomington.  McCrea is under the 
impression that the Council is not particularly interested in the issue at this time but that the EC should 
check in with them in the future.  Chris Sturbaum is suggested as a contact person. 

L. Hathaway announces the new recycling center behind City Hall that is open to public drop-offs.  
 

XI. Commissioner announcements and additional reports   (10 min)  
A. Tosick motions for the meeting to adjourn.  Jung seconds.  Motion passes unanimously.  Meeting 

adjourns at 9:10 pm. 


