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Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
April 28, 2010 McCloskey Conference Room 135, City Hall 

Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Minutes are transcribed in a summarized outline manner.  
Audio recordings of the meeting are available in the Planning Department for reference. 
 
Attendance 
Citizens Advisory Committee (Voting Members):  Chair Patrick Murray (Prospect Hill NA), 
Vice-Chair Laurel Cornell (Prospect Hill NA), Jack Baker (McDoel Gardens NA), Sarah 
Ryterband (Prospect Hill NA), Elizabeth Cox-Ash (McDoel Gardens NA), Bill Milroy (Old 
Northeast NA), Joanne Henriot (Bryan Park NA), John Kehrberg (citizen), David Walter (6th & 
Ritter NA), Buff Brown (Bloomington Transportation Options for People), Ted Miller (citizen), 
Paul Ash (McDoel Gardens NA), and Natalie Wrubel (League of Women Voters).  
 
Others In Attendance (including Non-Voting CAC Members): Larry Jacobs (Chamber of 
Commerce), Raymond Hess (BMCMPO staff), and Scott Robinson (BMCMCO staff).  
 
I. Call to Order and Introductions (~6:35 PM) 
 
II. Approval of Minutes - The March 24, 2010 meeting minutes were accepted. 
 
III. Communications from the Chair – Mr. Murray stated that Mr. Paul’s absences will be 

excused so that he maintains his voting eligibility.   
 

IV. Reports from the Officers and/or Committees  
 A. Performance Based Vision Score – Mr. Robinson explained that a first draft of a 

scoring system was developed and it is included in the packet.  Mr. Brown stated that the 
issue of weighting of each of the goals needs to be addressed.  As the scoring system 
stands now, goals are not balanced because some have numerous questions and are 
consequently inflated in importance.  Numerous ideas were suggested on how to weight 
the questions.  The subcommittee will reconvene soon to finalize their suggestion on how 
to weight the questions. 

 
 B. ADA and Accessibility – Ms. Milroy stated that the subcommittee had their first 

meeting.  This group was formed in large part because of concerns about the lack of 
accessible features on the State’s Bypass project.  Mr. Milroy stated that the 
subcommittee will likely try to develop a policy statement which ensures that projects 
address accessibility issues.  Mr. Murray stated that the group can also serve a role of 
educating local public agencies as to how projects can be more accessible.  Mr. Miller 
stated that the Complete Streets Policy should address accessibility.  Mr. Murray 
responded that perhaps the language in the Policy could provide better direction.  

 
V. Reports from the MPO Staff  

A.  10th Street Mobility Study – Mr. Hess stated the final 10th St. Mobility Study should 
be available by week’s end.  Once received, he will post it online and send notification to 
all Committee members that it is available for download. 
 
B.  2008 Crash Report – Mr. Hess explained that the Crash Report is not yet complete. 
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Ms. Ryterband mentioned that the City, with the help of volunteers, is currently 
conducting bicycle and pedestrian counts.  Mr. Brown asked if Joe Fish could report on 
this effort at a future meeting. 
 
Mr. Hess mentioned that Paul Ash is now a voting member of the CAC. 
 
Mr. Robinson announced that the Complete Streets Policy was awarded the Outstanding 
Project of 2010 by the American Planning Association, Indiana Chapter.  He thanked the 
CAC for their hard work in developing the policy. 
 

VI. Old Business 
A.  Long Range Transportation Plan Readoption – Mr. Hess explained the current 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) expires March 2011.  Staff recommends 
readopting the existing plan.  The advantages of this course of action are that it allows for 
the collection of better data, the budgeting of future funds, and provides more time for a 
comprehensive LRTP and Travel Demand Model update.  Mr. Hess gave an overview as 
to why the planning assumptions, goals, and objectives of the LRTP are still valid as well 
as the data for the Travel Demand Model.  Mr. Hess also reviewed the timeline to 
develop a new LRTP.  The timeline includes the formation of a task force, a visioning 
process, a gap analysis, the development of a new Travel Demand Model, numerous 
public input opportunities, and ultimately the adoption of a new LRTP by late 2013.  Mr. 
Hess stated the CAC is requested to make a recommendation to the Policy Committee on 
the readoption of the LRTP and any feedback on the proposed timeline.  Ms. Ryterband 
asked about the importance of Census data.  Mr. Hess explained that the MPO’s 
boundary and the building blocks of the Travel Demand Model (known as Transportation 
Analysis Zones) rely on the population figures generated by the Census.  Mr. Brown gave 
a presentation on the importance of updating the Travel Demand Model and the LRTP 
now.  He cited language from the Unified Planning Work Program which states that the 
MPO will update the LRTP this fiscal year.  He also reviewed examples from 
Montgomery County, Portland, and Gainesville which show how a robust travel demand 
model that is sensitive to land use can reduce vehicle miles traveled, vehicle ownership, 
pollution, and achieve better mode split.  Mr. Brown also stated that Census data only 
accounts for a small percentage (<10%) of the data that goes into the Travel Demand 
Model.  Travel Survey Data is more important and is available now.  Mr. Brown stated 
that a good update to the Travel Demand Model will cost upwards of $250,000 but that 
80% of this cost can be reimbursed with federal funds.  Mr. Brown claimed that this area 
will continue to do car-oriented development until changes are made to local plans.  Mr. 
Brown concluded with citations from Federal legislation which require that MPOs update 
the Long Range Plan every five years using the best data available. 
 
Sarah made a motion to extend the meeting to 8:20pm.  Joanne seconded the motion and 
it passed 11-1. 

  
Mr. Miller asked if the course of action to readopt the Long Range Plan would violate 
federal legislation.  Mr. Hess responded that this strategy was originally posed by Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) staff and that the idea was further vetted with INDOT 
and FWHA personnel at a coordination meeting last month.  Mr. Hess clarified the 
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budgeting issues by saying that the full project cost would have to be identified in a local 
departmental budget.  Reimbursement is processed quarterly but goes back into the 
general fund and not back to the department.  Mr. Milroy asked how difficult it is to 
amend the LRTP to which Mr. Hess replied that it can be amended at any time. 
 
Mr. Baker motioned that the CAC recommend readoption of the Long Range 
Transportation Plan with no changes and that the MPO develop a procedure with 
timelines to develop a new Long Range Transportation Plan by the fall of 2013.  Mr. 
Walter seconded the motion.  The motion passed 11-2. 
 

VII. New Business 
A. FY 2009-2010 Unified Planning Work Program – Mr. Hess explained that Monroe 
County is in the process of updating aerial photography and elevation data layers for the 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) used by the MPO, the County, and the City.  The 
cost to perform this work is approximately $250,000 and the County has just under 
$150,000 available for this project.  This leaves a shortfall of about $105,000.  The MPO 
is expected to have unspent federal funds at the end of this fiscal year, partly because of 
the decision to hold off on the update of the LRTP.  Most of these funds will be lost if 
they are not spent by June 30th.  Therefore, staff is suggesting an amendment to the 
UPWP to include the update to the County’s GIS layers.  Ms. Cornell motioned to 
approve staff’s recommendation to amend the UPWP to include the update of the county-
wide GIS layers.  Ms. Cox-Ash seconded the motion.  Mr. Baker asked for clarification 
on the funding issue, especially as it relates to the LRTP.  Mr. Hess explained that the 
County budgeted for the update to the GIS layers.  However, the budgeted amount was 
not enough to cover the entire cost.  As for the LRTP, no money was budgeted for the 
LRTP by either the City or the County.  Mr. Robinson clarified that the federal money 
through the MPO is reimbursement only and that project costs still must be spent with 
100% local funds first – some local funds are budgeted for the GIS update; no local funds 
are budgeted for the LRTP update.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
B.  FY 2011-2012 Unified Planning Work Program outline – Due to lack of time this 
item was not discussed.  Mr. Robinson encouraged CAC members to read the memo in 
the packet.  A draft of the UPWP will be available next month. The tasks have been 
reorganized and there will be less funding available.   

 
VIII. Communications from Committee Members  

A.  Topic Suggestions for future agendas – There were no suggestions.      
 
IX. Upcoming Meetings 

A. Policy Committee – May 14, 2010 at 1:30pm (McCloskey Room) 
B. Technical Advisory Committee – May 26, 2010 at 10:00pm (McCloskey Room) 
C. Citizens Advisory Committee – May 26, 2010 at 6:30pm (McCloskey Room) 

 
Adjournment  (~8:20 PM) 
These minutes were accepted by the CAC at their regular meeting held on May 26, 2010.   
 (RCH: 5/26/2010) 


