                 BLOOMINGTON HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

                            Minutes of June 25, 2007 Meeting

The Bloomington Human Rights Commission met on Monday, June 25, 2007, in the McCloskey Conference Room. Present at this meeting were commissioners Byron Bangert, Carolyn Calloway-Thomas, Valeri Haughton, Maria del Pilar File-Muriel and Dorothy Granger. Commissioners Jeff Harlig and Emily Bowman had notified staff that they could not attend. A quorum was present. Also present were Matt Brunner from the national Human Rights Campaign and Barbara E. McKinney, BHRC director.

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Haughton called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 21, 2007 MEETING:  File-Muriel noted that her name was not correct. Bangert noted that the VITAL team that beat Rights Stuff was the E-ville Educators, not E-vil Educators. With those corrections, Calloway-Thomas moved that the minutes be approved. File-Muriel seconded. Approved unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE:  Haughton and Bangert said they planned to participate. Bangert would like to carry the banner. Harlig is participating. Haughton will try to get her granddaughter to assist. Sarah Jaramillo, a former BHRC clerk, plans to participate with two friends. McKinney will send out additional information before the parade.

MCCSC REPORT:  The commissioners discussed the notes from the meeting that Harlig and McKinney recently had with Superintendent Harvey and Bev Smith. Calloway-Thomas said that Harvey’s concerns about cooperativeness v. competitiveness were valid. She noted that students as well as teachers may feel peer pressure to participate. The commissioners discussed generating interest in the contest through youth clubs more than through the school. Bangert said that while he values community service, he is concerned that sometimes students place more emphasis on the community service than on academics. Granger said that the BHRC had initially wanted to change the contest in a way to make it more meaningful to both students and the schools. She said that given Harvey’s concerns, perhaps the BHRC should not spend more time on revamping the contest. The BHRC would not necessarily have to do the contest the way it’s been done in the past, but could table the discussion for now.  The BHRC could follow Smith’s suggestion, to incorporate a community service component into the contest for high school students. The BHRC agreed to table the topic for now, asking McKinney to write Harvey and thank him and Smith for their time. 
NEW BUSINESS

KING DAY DONATION:  After discussion, Calloway-Thomas moved that the BHRC contribute $100 to the 2008 King Day celebrations. Granger seconded. Passed unanimously.

DIVERSITY REPRESENTATION ON CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  The commissioners reviewed McKinney’s recent survey and thanked her for her efforts.

HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT: Matt Brunner from the HRC explained the background and rationale for the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. The bill would add sexual orientation, gender identity and disability to current federal hate crime laws. It would provide grants to local governments when they don’t have the resources to prosecute these crimes, and if interstate commerce can be invoked, would give the federal government the right to prosecute these crimes if the local government won’t. He said that the amendments might not stop any crimes, but it will offer support for the victims. Bangert expressed concern about expanding the federal government’s power in general. Haughton said that such expanded power proved vital during the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s. After further discussion, Haughton, File-Muriel and Calloway-Thomas voted to authorize McKinney to write Senator Lugar a letter in support of the bill. Bangert abstained. The commissioners thanked Brunner for attending the meeting.

ASSIGNMENT OF NEW CASES:  Bangert accepted the transfer of File-Muriel’s case of race discrimination in employment, as File-Muriel is sadly resigning from the BHRC to move to South Carolina. Calloway-Thomas agreed to accept a new case of sexual orientation discrimination in housing if the complainants sign the documents.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara E. McKinney, BHRC director
