TIPS FOR PSAs
WRITING TIPS

LENGTH:

· You should be able to read your PSA aloud at a normal pace within 30 seconds (:45 max)

· If you write in quotes or sound effects into the teaser limit them to three seconds
LANGUAGE CONTENT:

· Don’t be wordy – speak in simple, easy-to-understand language

· Phrase out your copy into easy-to-digest chunks

· Repeat critical contact info at least once

· “Teasers” are a great way to grab attention

· Read It Aloud – if it’s easy to say it’s easy to hear

LANGUAGE STYLE:

· No Call To Action – use passive language to communicate contact information, don’t demand the listener to act

· No Superlatives – don’t say they’re the “best” or “most successful”

· Speak directly to the audience – say “you can” instead of third person “they can”

· Read It Aloud – does it flow…without being too “slick”?

RECORDING TIPS

· Keep a consistent distance from the microphone – three inches away with mike hanging from above pointed at your nose at 45 degree angle

· Adjust mike gain so that bulk of speech tops out at 2/3 the way up the meter

· Don’t say “check” to test your level – actually read some script exactly as you plan to record it

· If you stutter or misspeak, stop and restart at the beginning of the phrase or sentence, wherever you took the last breath; don’t try to correct yourself in “midstream”

· Sit up straight, breathe frequently and regularly

