Bloomington Arts Commission (BAC)

Wednesday, December 21, 2011

McCloskey Conference Room, City Hall

Commissioners Present:  Alain Barker, Martina Celerin (late arrival), Jan Grant, Peter Jacobi, Scott Jones, Jean Kautt, Lynn Schwartzberg, Paul Sturm (later arrival), Craig Widen


Absent: Sandy Clothier, Patricia Pizzo

Ex Officio:  Miah Michaelsen (City Staff Liaison), Susan Sandberg (City Council Liaison)

1. Scott Jones called the meeting to order @ 5:05 PM
a. Poor initial member attendance negated a quorum for the first 40 minutes.

2. Minutes of October 19, 2011.  Motion to accept – Peter Jacobi; Craig Widen second; passed unanimously.

3. Treasurer’s Report – Craig Widen

a. Municipal Arts Fund (Acct 402) balance @ $66,638.52

b. Arts Commission Operating Fund (Acct 403 balance @ $10,580.14.

c. BAC has granted $15K in 2011; has $20K for 2012.  Recent history: these grants have been awarded twice annually (spring and fall)

4. Old Business:

a. Artist Grants Committee presented/discussed two minor wording changes to the Grant Application “Guidelines”

b. An energetic Public Arts Master Planning discussion ensued. The “work in motion” and some of its deliverables (as they directly relate to the revised “Vision for the Public Arts”) were debated.

c. Visits to City officials and staff, by BAC commissioner teams have begun.  Completion deadline January 20, 2012.

d. Reminder: Arts Alliance “Artist After Hours” is January 17th, 2012 @ 5:30 PM.  Location: Bloomington Playwrights Project (BPP)
e. The Commission scheduled a tentative date for the Public Arts Public Meeting for February 27, 2012  7:00 – 8:30 in City Council Chambers.
5. New Business:

a. Extensive discussion for establishing an exploratory BAC Committee to study “Individual Artists Grants”:  Martina, Paul, and Lynn volunteered to serve.  Report due back at Feb 15th meeting. We (the commission) want the public to know we are looking at this subject.

b. A brief discussion of the Switchyard Steering Committee and its quest for innovative use of space. Further discussions to be held in January 2012.

c. Jean Kautt initiated a discussion of partnering and mentoring with Gary, IN and their new Mayor Karen Wilson-Freeman as she tackles some very serious community issues. Commissioners will look at ways to “reach out” and establish a relationship.

It was noted this has been a busy 12 months and the addition of enthusiastic energetic new members has been a boon to the commission.

Adjournment: @ 6:30

Motion to adjourn: Craig; second Alain

Next meeting: January 11th, 2012 @McCloskey Conference Room, City Hall
CW Dec 2011
