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2009 Downtown Bloomington Event Calendar
Downtown Bloomington features a variety of holiday events for every age.  Beginning Friday, November 27 with the lighting of the Monroe County Courthouse Square the downtown comes alive with thousands of sparkling lights in the Canopy of Lights provided by Monroe County and the decorated buildings and trees provided by CFC, Inc. Additional decorations come from snowflakes that line Kirkwood Avenue with help from the City of Bloomington.  Traditional evergreen swags with bright red ribbons help with the festive atmosphere and are provided by Indiana University.

Downtown holiday events bring the community together to create memories be it Photos with Santa, shopping in stores knowing that your dollar stays in the community and circulates 7 times to support non profits and schools,  or attending a show or dining out for a special occasion."  stated Talisha Coppock, Executive Director of Downtown Bloomington, Inc. 

Below is the list of downtown holiday activities:

Friday, November 27  Activities leading up to the Downtown Lighting Ceremony 

  

Monroe County History Center Open House 

5pm – 9pm 

Free admission to the museum and complimentary hot cider & donuts in celebration of the lighting of the Canopy of Lights.  New exhibits are “Size Does Matter: The Art of Miniatures from Doll Houses to Coraline;” "Celebration of Indiana Barns;" "Child’s Play: Aesthetics, Gender, and Children’s Clothing;” and "Community Foundation." 

  

Monroe County Courthouse Decorated Tree and Music 

Open with 25’ Decorated Tree and Music at 5:30pm by Craig Brenner and The Merry Musicmakers at 6:15pm until 7pm
  

Bloomington Chamber Singers 

Fountain Square Mall Atrium, 6pm – 7pm 

  

WonderLab Museum, Gift Store and Holiday Craft Station 

Friday, November 27 9:30am – 6pm, Holiday Craft Station 3pm – 6pm 

Make a seasonal gift with science content at the holiday craft station, check out gift store items at Try-It Tables, and be sure you purchase a pair of WonderLab’s rainbow glasses for a truly dazzling view of the canopy of lights on the square. Special food vendors will be on-site at WonderLab. Enjoy smoothies and coffee from Maui Wowi throughout the day and, during the dinner hour, PizzaX cheese and peperoni pizza. 

  

Gingerbread Decorating 

5pm 

Goods for Cooks 

David Fletcher of BLU Boy Chocolate Café will be in the window of Goods for Cooks this year decorating a large gingerbread house.  The decorated gingerbread house will be donated to Bloomington Hospital Children's Floor.  Stop in and watch and decorate your cookie.  For $2 you may decorate your own cookie to take with you.  All proceeds benefit Monroe County Humane Association. 

  

Holiday Art Mart Preview Party 

6pm – 10pm 

John Waldron Arts Center  

  

Bloomington POPS Orchestra presents Christmas with the POPS 

5:30pm and 8pm 

Buskirk Chumley Theater 

5:30pm Reserved Seating.  Perfect for families with children, 50 minutes. 

$15 Adult Reserved Seating, $5 Children Reserved Seating 

8pm Evening Show, 80 minutes of holiday entertainment for all ages. 

$17 Adult Reserved Seating, $5 Children Reserved Seating 

  

Make your season bright while listening to the sounds of the Bloomington POPS Orchestra conducted by Chris Ludwa while enjoying the winter wonderland created by the downtown Canopy of Lights event on the Bloomington square. Two performances, surrounding the Canopy of Lights, will be presented for your holiday enjoyment at the Buskirk-Chumley.  
Featured guest artists will be 
• Sulaiman Zai, classical guitar performer, composer and teacher, with a world premier of his own composition for guitar & orchestra, Snow Dreaming
• Olivia Hairston, soprano, IU Jacobs School of music graduate student, and recent winner of the "Indiana's Campus Super Star" talent competition 
• St Charles School Chorale, conducted by Kathy Gorr 

  

Holiday Market Sneak Preview 

4pm – 7pm 

Showers Common, $2 admission, Children under 12 free 

Visitors who appreciate a more relaxed and intimate shopping experience are invited to the Sneak Preview of the Holiday Market's vendors located inside City Hall on Friday.  Live music by Curtis Cantwell Jackson and Janiece Jaffe. Over 30 art and fine craft vendors will fill City Hall with the results of boundless imagination and talent. 
WindOhs!   The theme is "A Downtown Holiday Story" Vote for your favorite downtown window.  Come to the stage area at Canopy of Lights to register.  $1 per vote as contribution to the Canopy of Lights.
  

Canopy of Lights and Hospice Tree Lighting Ceremony 

6:00pm – 7pm Bloomington Brass Band on the south side of Monroe County Courthouse Square
7pm – 7:20pm Downtown Lighting Ceremony 

Southside of Courthouse Square 

Celebrate our sparkling holiday tradition of lighting the downtown lights with Bloomington Brass Band playing, Bloomington POPS Carolers singing holiday tunes and a special performance by Maria from Cardinal Stage Production of The Sound of Music.  Master of Ceremonies Keith Klein along with the Mayor Mark Kruzan and Polka Dot the Clown will be on hand to welcome Santa to the stage to light the Canopy of Lights.  Bloomington Hospice and Home Health will light the Light up a Life Trees.  Costume characters, hot chocolate, cookies, kettle corn and more will help with the festive atmosphere.  Visit with Santa at Fountain Square Mall immediately following the downtown lighting ceremony. 

  

Saturday, November 28 – Thursday, December 24 

  

Downtown Bloomington Holiday Activities throughout the Season are listed below.  For more information go to www.downtownbloomington.com or call 812.336.3681. 

  

Santa Claus 

Photos with Santa 

Fountain Square Mall 

Lisa Walker Photography – Photos are $5 with $1 of this being donated to a charity. 

Santa and Photo Hours: 

Saturdays 10am – 4pm 

Sundays Noon – 4pm 

Santa will also be at Fountain Square Mall from 1pm – 4pm on December 21, 22, 23 and 24. 

  

Letters to Santa 

Fountain Square Mall Atrium 

Drop off your letters to Santa in the North Pole Mailbox during regular hours.  Please do so by Monday, December 14th. 

  

Giant Gift Stocking Prize 

Register to win a giant stocking filled with goodies.  Registration slips are handed out during Santa hours.  The drawing will be held on Christmas Eve at 4pm.  You do not need to be present to win. Ages 12 and under. One entry per child.
  

Gift Wrapping 

Fountain Square Mall on Main Floor Suite 125 
Gift Wrapping begins November 28.  $2.50 per package as donation to Toys for Tots 

Gift Wrapping Hours: 

Monday – Friday, 8am – 5pm 

Saturdays, 10am – 4pm 

Sundays, Noon – 4pm 

Christmas Eve, 8am – 4pm 

  

Downtown Gift Certificates 

Treat your special person with a downtown gift certificate available at Downtown Bloomington, Inc. office located at the Bloomington Monroe County Convention Center at 302 S College Ave or online at www.downtownbloomington.com.  The certificates can be used at participating downtown stores.  Certificates are available for purchase in person Monday thru Friday, 8am – 5pm. 

Candlelight Shopping on Friday Evenings
5pm - 9 pm each Friday thru the holiday season 

I Buy Bloomington and Register To Win! 

Make a purchase at downtown stores and register to win downtown gift certificates.    Drop your registration slip in at participating stores.. 
Saturday, November 28 

  

Holiday Market 

10am – 3pm 

Showers Common 

The seventh annual Holiday Market, the final City of Bloomington Community Farmers' Market of the season is Saturday, November 28.  Admission is free. The Holiday Market hosts approximately 20 farm vendors who sell fruits, vegetables, meats, cheeses, honey and holiday decorations including wreaths and centerpieces. In addition, over 30 art and fine craft vendors will fill City Hall with the results of boundless imagination and talent. Besides music, evergreen trees and wreaths, chestnuts roasting on an open fire, and unique and unusual gifts, the Holiday Market also includes live reindeer and horse-drawn carriage rides (carriage rides are $3 per person). Saturday Entertainment by First United Methodist Church Handbell Choir, The Merry Musicmakers, and Harvey Phillips-Tuba Santas (1:30pm). 
  

Rag Rugs & Mercury Glass 

Krista Detor’s Holiday Show 

7:30pm 

KRC Banquet Facility 

$15 adults, $10 children/students 

Featuring: Malcolm Dalglish, Nell Weatherwax, Michael White, Arbutus Cunningham, The Bleeding Heartland Rollergirls Rockettes & Krause/Hurley Duo 

A Benefit for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard and Bloomington Playwright’s Project.  Tickets available for purchase at 
Wandering Turtle Art Gallery & Gifts, 116 W 6th St. 

  

Sunday, November 29 - Thursday December 3 

Bloomington Independent Restaurant Association (BIRA) presents Restaurant Week.

Special price-point dinners for 2 at Local, Independent Restaurants, see www.BloomingtonIndependents.com for details. 

Thursday December 3 – Sunday December 6 

Christmas at the Waldron 

John Waldron Arts Center  

The Bloomington Area Arts Council and The Beaux Arts Auxiliary Proudly Announce Christmas at the Waldron: our historic Waldron Arts Center will turn into a magical palace of holiday delights.  From our opening night preview party, where guests will view over 50 designer trees to Story-time with Mrs. Claus and much more…South Central Indiana will marvel at the artistic expressions of the season as we ring in the holidays. 

Thursday, December 3 6pm – 10pm – Preview Party 

Friday, December 4 8am – 10pm 

Saturday, December 5 8am – 10pm 

Sunday, December 6 8am – 5pm 

  

Friday, December 4 

  

Holiday Gallery Walk 

First Friday 

5pm – 8pm 

Downtown Bloomington 

  

Stuff-A-Bus 

9:30am – 8:30pm 

WonderLab Museum  

The Bloomington Stuff-A-Bus will be parked outside WonderLab for its only downtown stop on Friday, December 4, from 9:30a to 8:30p. Please help WonderLab "stuff the bus" with your donations of new toys and other items from the museum's gift store to make the holiday season brighter for local families in need. At the same time, you can support downtown merchants by making more purchases from other downtown stores. The WonderLab gift store will offer 10% off gift store purchases that day to encourage donations, and, as always, every purchase you make in the gift shop also supports the museum's educational activities. Stuff-A-Bus is a joint effort of Bloomington Transit, B97, and the Salvation Army. Can't make it to WonderLab on December 4? No problem! You can buy Stuff-A-Bus donation tag at the museum welcome desk anytime before December 4, and we will used the combined donations of all contributors to buy items from the WonderLab gift store to donate to the cause. A donation tag with your name will be displayed at WonderLab. 

  

WonderLab First Friday and STUFF A BUS
5:00pm – 8:30pm 

Discount admission after 5pm, pizza, and a 10% discount on gift store purchases to encourage donations to Stuff-A-Bus which will be parked outside. 

  

Saturday, December 5 

  

First Saturday 

Ride Bloomington Transit to Downtown FREE when you show your library card. 

  

Snow Day Scientist 

Noon – 3:30pm 

WonderLab Museum  

Banish boredom from those long winter days! Bring the whole family to try out a variety of WonderLab's best science experiments, and take home instructions for doing the experiments at home when family and friends visit for the holidays. 

  

Sunday, December 6 

  

Alfie the Talking Tree and Caricature Artist Karen Kovich 

Noon – 4pm 

Fountain Square Mall Atrium, FREE 

  

Tuesday, December 8 

  

Christmas with Aaron Neville & his Quintet featuring Charles Neville 

8pm 

Buskirk Chumley Theater 

$39.50 Main Floor/Lower Balcony 

$33 Upper Balcony 

  

Aaron Neville's solo career was re-launched in the nineties when Linda Rondstadt and George Massenburg produced his Warm My Heart, a major bestseller. The nineties was also the decade when the industry began awarding Aaron with its most prestigious prize: He won two Grammies in duets with Linda Ronstadt, "Don't Know Much" and "All My Life," both ten-top hits. 

  

In the coming years, Aaron would be nominated for 16 Grammies in categories as diverse as country and western, pop, r&b and gospel. In 1994, he and Trisha Yearwood won Best Country and Western vocal collaboration for "I Fall to Pieces." In this same period, he won Best Male Singer two years running in the Rolling Stone critics' poll. 
  

"When I was in the booth singing these songs, songs so connected to my life before Katrina, I couldn't help but think how this storm changed everything. I was thinking about all those people in the water. Thinking of friends I might never see again. Thinking of how I had lost my home, how three of my sons, my brother Cyril and sister Athelgra all had lost their homes. So much loss was on my mind." "This is a strange moment in my career," muses Aaron. 
  

"Since Katrina I've devoted months and months to benefit concerts-and that's been a blessing. My profile and the profiles of my brothers have been raised by the storm. People all over the world see us as the face of New Orleans. They want to hear us play. They want to feel that we've survived the storm. They want to be assured that life goes on." 
  

The BCT Presents Season 2009-2010 is made possible by Ivy Tech Community College, Blue Ace Media, Bloom Magazine, Oliver Winery and with support from many community partners and businesses dedicated to the performing arts. 

  

Wednesday, December 9 

  

Pajamboree 

6pm – 8pm 

Fountain Square Mall Ballroom 

Children wear your pajamas and listen to stories while writing letters to Santa with complimentary cookies.  FREE. 

  

Sunday, December 13 

  

Reindeer Reserve 

Show Times: 2pm and 4pm 
WonderLab Museum  

Additional Fee: $2 per person 
Audience: Elem, Teen, Adult 
Come with Silly Safaris' Arctic Aaron to meet a live reindeer and other arctic creatures as you discover how these animals have adapted to living in an extremely cold climate. The presentation includes insights into the culture of the Sami people who live in the nothernmost areas of Nordic countries and herd reindeer. Presented by Silly Safaris Sponsors: William and Patricia Verhagen 

Friday, December 18 

  

Science Night Live: A Totally Teen Scene 

5:30pm – 8:30pm 

WonderLab Museum  

Special General Admission: $3 per teen 
Audience: Teens only (middle and high school) 
Kick off your winter holiday with friends at a teens-only happening at WonderLab! See WonderLab's Facebook page for details and special activities! Sponsor: Asset Building Coalition 

  

Friday, December 19 

  

Family Fun: Make Your Own Miniatures 

1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Monroe County History Center  

Make miniature art objects with recycled materials for doll houses, package decorations, or gifts.  Children and adult projects.  FREE, plus free admission to special exhibition, “The Art of Miniatures”. 

  

Monday, December 21 – Sunday, January 3 

  

Sound of Music presented by Cardinal Stage 

Buskirk Chumley Theater 

Show dates, times and admission vary.  Please visit www.cardinalstage.org for more details. 

Experience the beloved story of the the von Trapp family. Rediscover a true family classic, featuring some of the most memorable songs ever written for the stage, including My Favorite Things, Do-Re-Mi, Climb Ev'ry Mountain, The Lonely Goatherd, and of course, The Sound of Music. 
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