THE HAND UPDATE 
An updated listing of information for Bloomington neighborhood residents! 

· Neighborhood Leadership Series - new series of quarterly workshops geared for emerging and neighborhood leaders. 

· Pick it Up – we provide free bags and pick up – if you pick up the litter! 
· Bloomington in Bloom - introduction letter from the Board of Realtors. 
Neighborhood Leadership Series 
HAND is in the process of developing a series of quarterly workshops that will be geared for emerging and neighborhood leaders to enhance their leadership skills, share best practices and communication methods.  Future session topics will be based on the responses from the neighborhoods on what they identify as beneficial to their work in the community. The sessions will also provide the opportunity to meet with City leaders to gain insights on how to address their neighborhood issues. 

The first session “Leadership:  Understanding Yourself and Others” , instructor Jean Joque, is set for Thursday, February 11, 2010, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm in the McCloskey Room of City Hall.  For more information or to RSVP – contact Vickie Provine at provinev@bloomington.in.gov or 349-3505. 
Pick it Up! 

"Pick it up" is a litter campaign where HAND furnishes special blue trash bags (they are free!) to neighborhoods and individuals to pick up litter. The sanitation crews will pick up the bags with your regular trash - no stickers required! 

It is as easy as 1 - 2 - 3! 
1. Free bags can be obtained at the HAND Office, City Hall at Showers Building, 401 N Morton, Suite 130, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday - Friday. 

2. Pick up litter on the streets of your neighborhood using your "Pick it up!" bags. 

3. Leave the "Pick it up!" bag(s) out on your regular trash pick up day. Requires no sticker. 

This is an On-going program throughout the year! 

For more information contact Vickie Provine provinev@bloomington.in.gov or call 349-3505. 
Letter form the Bloomington Board of Realtors regarding Bloomington in Bloom 
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TO:                  Local Government Officials 

FROM:            BBOR Community Grants Committee 

RE:                  Bloomington In Bloom 

DATE:                        September 19, 2009 

This year, the Bloomington Board of REALTORS® (BBOR) Community Grants Committee spearheaded a cooperative and community collaborative effort with the City of Bloomington Parks and Recreation Department to compete in the America in Bloom® designation competition. 

The BBOR Community Grants Committee dedicated a portion of its annual budget for this project, as well as received a $6,000 economic development grant from the Indiana Association of REALTORS® to support the project.  In addition, there are many hours of volunteer time and effort involved with this project. 

America in Bloom® is an independent non-profit organization dedicated to promoting nationwide beautification and personal and community involvement through the use of flowers, plants, trees, and other environmental and lifestyle enhancements. 

The Bloomington In Bloom community project judging will be based on seven categories: floral displays, tidiness, landscaped areas, urban forestry, heritage, community, turf and groundcovers, and environmental effort. Additional details regarding America in Bloom® is available online at http://www.americainbloom.org. 

In conjunction with the Bloomington In Bloom community project, the committee organized both a “beautiful front yard” and a “beautiful commercial property” contest.  Recognition was awarded to all nominees and prizes were given the winning properties. 

The two-year project culminates with a visit by America in Bloom judges scheduled for the summer of 2010. 

We hope you will take a look at our website www.bloomingtoninbloom.org and provide us with feedback and support from our neighborhood associations. 

