The Waldron Study Group will issue its recommendations to the Mayor today.  The recommendations will be ratified by the Study Group in a public meeting on February 18th.  At that time, we will consider our work done and that we have met our original mission as follows:

To investigate, analyze and make recommendations regarding the operation and financial viability of the Waldron facility to benefit the arts community and community at large.

As we did our work, we were mindful of the comments we received both at the public forum and via email.  The overwhelming public feeling was that the Waldron should remain a community arts center, which is home to a variety of arts.   Further, directly affected stakeholders and the public in general strongly felt that the building should, if possible, not be closed, even for a short time.

The group considered many models for the Waldron and chose the one we believed could be implemented with the greatest chance of short and long term financial stability, and would keep the building functioning as a community arts center.  It is this model that we are recommending to the Mayor. Other models were discussed, but we concluded that to study them in depth was not feasible given the dire situation of the Waldron.  We strongly felt to slow down the process would not serve the immediate needs of the community at large.  It is our sincere belief that our recommended model will result in a stable, financially-sound Waldron over the short term but will require immediate funding to implement.  Once the situation is stable, a second study group could be convened to study alternative models for the longer term if the City and the Mayor believes that would be useful.

We are grateful for the public support our group has received and we thank the City and the Mayor for the opportunity to serve in this capacity. 

