THE HAND UPDATE 

An updated listing of information for Bloomington residents! 

· Neighborhood Cleanup Grants - due this Monday, March 8, 2010!

· NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERSHIP SERIES
 – April 8th session will feature Tom Micuda, Director of the City of Bloomington Planning Department, and will address neighborhood involvement in the land development process.  
· BLOOMING NEIGHBORHOOD CELEBRATION – this is your opportunity to nominate your neighborhood or neighbor for recognition by the City of Bloomington on Saturday, June 5, 2010! 

· SMALL & SIMPLE GRANTS – 2ND funding round for 2010 – Applications due Monday, April 19, 2010. 

· CITIZENS’ ACADEMY – Come for free and learn more about how your City government functions!  Class starts on Thursday, August 26, 2010.   

Neighborhood Cleanup Grant  click here for more information and an application! 
A Neighborhood Cleanup is an effective way to work together as a neighborhood in order to instill pride in your property as well as your community.   
Annually the HAND Department sponsors Neighborhood Cleanups to neighborhoods in a competitive application process. Neighborhood Associations that have demonstrated through their applications the need and ability to conduct a successful cleanup are awarded a HAND sponsored Neighborhood Cleanup. A key factor is having enough volunteers and good communication within the neighborhood to make the event successful.   
The neighborhood organizes the event and provides all the volunteers; HAND provides much needed dumpsters, Hazmat, chipper service, tire disposal and safety vests. 

Proposal due in the HAND office by Monday, March 8, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. 

Contact Vickie Provine at provinev@bloomington.in.gov or 349-3505 regarding programs and services for Bloomington neighborhoods.
  

NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERSHIP SERIES – are free classes offered quarterly for emerging and established neighborhood leaders to enhance their leadership skills, share best practices and to have the opportunity to have an in-depth session with a City Department that neighborhoods commonly interact with. 

"The ABC's of Land Use"
Thursday, April 8, 2010, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, City Council Chambers
Tom Micuda, director of the City of Bloomington Planning Department, will provide an overview of the Planning Department's role in protecting neighborhoods. During this presentation, Mr. Micuda will address the following topics: the City's Growth Policies Plan, the Unified Development Ordinance, zoning code enforcement, neighborhood involvement in the land development process, and neighborhood action plans. Mr. Micuda will also discuss some strategies neighborhoods can use to get issues resolved by different City departments. After this presentation and discussion, a lively exchange of questions and answers will follow. 
Click here for information on the web and to register online. For more information or to get a brochure mailed to you, contact Vickie Provine, provinev@bloomington.in.gov or 349-3505. 
BLOOMING NEIGHBORHOOD AWARDS & CELEBRATION  - link to website 

Saturday, June 5, 9 a.m. to noon, Farmers’ Market, 401 N Morton St. 

The Blooming Neighborhood Awards/Celebration was created in 2001 by the City of Bloomington to recognize Bloomington Neighborhoods for their efforts and reward the accomplishments of organized neighborhood groups. The City provides tables for the neighborhoods to set up displays to promote their neighborhood during the festivities. Last year 19 Neighborhood Organizations had festive displays – promoting the unique character of their neighborhoods. The day provides a wonderful community event starting with our Farmers’ Market and a combination of activities for the Blooming Neighborhood Celebration. 

There are three award categories: 

· [image: image1]    Mayor’s Excellence Award 

· [image: image2]    City Council Neighborhood Enhancement Award 

· [image: image3]    HAND Neighbor of the Year Award 

Deadline for applications: Friday, April 23, 2010 by noon 

Link to the site or go to Blooming Neighborhoods  - Blooming Neighborhoods for an application and to see pictures from last year’s event!
Call Vickie at 349-3505 for more information or to mail an application. 

Have your neighborhood represented at the Blooming Neighborhood Celebration – tables will be provided free of charge to neighborhoods.  This is a great opportunity to share with the community the wonderful aspects of your neighborhood. A map of your neighborhood will be provided to you.  
Contact Vickie at provinev@bloomington.in.gov or 349-3505 to sign up! 

SMALL & SIMPLE GRANTS – link to this site for an application 

Deadline for second round applications: Monday, April 19, 2010 by 4:00 p.m. 

Funding for neighborhood projects available through this very easy process! The grant is designed for those neighborhood projects that build community through small physical improvements, partnership programs, neighborhood workshops and special celebrations. Let your neighborhood vision lead the way! Click here to see how Bloomington neighborhoods are using these funds!  Application can be downloaded or contact Vickie at provinev@bloomington.in.gov or  349-3505. 

  
CITIZENS’ ACADEMY
 – link to this site for an application 

The City of Bloomington Citizens’ Academy provides participants with an interactive learning experience about City services, programs and responsibilities.

Come to this free program and learn more about how your City government functions! Link to our site for more information and registration available online.  Contact Vickie at provinev@bloomington.in.gov or 349-3505 for more information. 
  

