BLOOMINGTON COMMUNITY ARTS COMMISSION MEETING – JANUARY 19, 2011.  

Present: Lynn Schwartzberg, Craig Widen, Scott Jones, Peter Jacobi, Patti Pizzo, Alain Barker.  Ex Officio: Miah Michaelsen and Susan Sandberg

Minutes for December and November, 2010  – approved

Scott Jones: Treasurer’s Report:
The additional funds in the accounts are for the IAC Regional Partnership, which amounts to roughly  $77,000 total for the year. Roughly $55,000 is presently in the account (additional funds are held back until the final report has been submitted).  Around $2,500 in the account is from postcard competition project.

New Business: 

· Lynn Schwartzberg:  Request for funds to support the formation of the Arts Alliance of Greater Bloomington. 

· Patti Pizzo: Does this new organization compete with our mission? 

· Alain and Lynn discussed the mission and purpose of the alliance – essentially an organization that represents artists and arts organizations in Bloomington.  The BCAC’s mission does not overlap substantially with the new organization.  Where it does, there is the hope that the new organization will enhance and support the activities of the BCAC.

· Miah Michaelsen: A suggestion that the Alliance write a proposal outlining the needs, with information about other supporting partners, outcomes, budget, etc. 

· Craig Widen: What has the larger group within the alliance been asked to bring to the table in terms of financial support?  Bloomington needs to recognize the need to pay for things.  Lynn mentioned that the alliance Steering Team felt that it was more important to seek funds for this initial stage from supporting sources in Bloomington.  There is the expectation that the alliance will fund from within once it’s up and running. 

· Miah Michaelsen:  We do have discretionary funds that can be used, if the BCAC determines that there is a need worth supporting.

· Alain Barker: Would it be possible to have the committee vote on a proposal via e-mail?  The consensus was that this would not be a good idea. 

· Lynn Schwartzberg:  Perhaps a proposal can be submitted a week before the next meeting.  She also mentioned that the visual arts guild has met and there were around 40 in attendance.

Scott Jones:  The MCCSC is deep in discussions about how to use funds from the recent referendum. My wife, Jen Jones, is involved in the North Marching Band – and is concerned that not enough funds will be used to support arts programs.  There is a sense that the school board will focus most of the money on math and science, leading away from the arts areas. As a result, arts jobs will most likely not be replaced. More cuts are likely. How can the BCAC get involved to alert the MCCSC board on the value of maintaining the arts programs in the schools? 

· Miah Michaelsen: Would it make sense to have Sue Wanzer (MCCSC Board member) attend our next meeting?   All agreed – and Miah indicated that she would be invited.

Arts Eats update from Lynn Schwartzberg: 

· Event is on February 27 12-2pm? - focused on education.  

· Miah Michaelsen: Suggestion that we create a ‘MCCSC portfolio’ to be handed to new superintendent - a wish-list for the future, including teacher samples. Harness ideas for the future of arts in the MCCSC.  This could be an arts project during ArtsEats, with wome of the projects – actively played at the tables.  The portfolio should include a statement of principles and recommendations about the future of arts education. 

· Craig Widen: Would it make sense to include Joe Lamantia in these efforts? 

· Scott Jones: This would be good to add to the IU STEM initiative, se: http://stem.iub.edu/ The arts area of the MCCSC is advocating for a name change to STEAM (including A for arts – as well as science, technology, engineering, mathematics)

Strategic Plan Discussion

· It was agreed that the Statement of Purpose 2.12.020 will be included as a preamble to the finalized Strategic Plan

Les Coyne: Announced his resignation, following three years of being on the BCAC.  The committee thanked Les for his substantial leadership on the BCAC, especially during a time of transition when Miah first began her tenure in the city administration.

Miah Michaelsen: update on new commission members:
Given the lack of activities in the BAAC, it’s possible that the council may not reappoint anyone to the BCAC.  The legislation has to change before the BAAC appointees can be replaced.  

Miah Michaelsen: BEAD Update: 

· Downtown event banner program will be announced very soon on the Web site.

· There will be a news conference to announce a number of new financial programs

· IAC funds will be used for a board training/retooling program, April 15 and 16.  Flashpoint Consulting in Indy has been hired to do this. 

· Craig Widen: lots of folks want to be in charge of operations, rather than fundraising.  We need to educate ourselves in board development.  Giving organizations the tools to be more successful.  Recommend the BCAC officers attend this Friday/Saturday training  for sure.
--  Respectfully submitted by Alain Barker.

