


































































 

 

The Greater Bloomington Chamber of Commerce urges Councilor Ruff to withdraw his amendment to 

the 2010-2013 Bloomington/Monroe County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) which seeks to remove Preliminary Engineering (PE) and Right-of-way 

(ROW) for Section 4 of I-69 from the currently recognized TIP. This procedural effort, if passed, carries 

significant potential consequences for the community.  

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued a Record of Decision (ROD) in September for Section 

4 of I-69 in its entirety. The MPO’s planning jurisdiction includes a 1.75 mile segment of Section 4. FHWA 

has provided to the MPO that removal of Section 4 from the 2010-2013 TIP would not invalidate the 

ROD and INDOT could continue to advance construction in Section 4 to build the portion of the 

interstate that lies outside of the MPO boundary extending from Crane to near State Road 45 at the 

Greene/Monroe County line. The amendment proposed by Councilor Ruff has no effect on any plans to 

build I-69 inside or outside of the MPO boundary.  

The only discernable impact of this amendment is the potential for local consequence. The large 

majority of funding received by the MPO from the state is discretionary. It has been stated that the 

current TIP will expire in June 2013 if construction for Section 4 of I-69 is not included, at which time 

federal law would prohibit the MPO from receiving federal funds in the absence of an approved plan. 

However, this does not negate the fact that discretionary money from the state could be withheld at any 

time. It appears that removing I-69 from the 2010-2013 TIP would only result in the denial of critical 

infrastructure and transit funding sooner rather than later.  

The amendment, based on information from INDOT and FHWA, appears to have no impact on the future 

of I-69. If passed, it has the potential to have damaging effects on our local ability to provide safe and 

comprehensive transportation systems. The Chamber urges unanimous consent to withdraw the 

amendment.  

 


















