
ORDINANCE 00-27 

TO AMEND TITLE 8 OF THE BLOOMINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENTITLED 
"HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION" 

TO ESTABLISH A HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Re: The Von Lee Theater at 517 East Kirkwood 

(The Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission, Petitioner) 

WHEREAS, the Common Council adopted Ordinance 95-20, which created a Historic 
Preservation Commission and established procedures for designating historic 
districts in the City of Bloomington; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to those procedures, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public 
hearing on November 11, 1999 for the purpose of allowing discussion and public 
comment on the proposed historic district designation of the Von Lee Theater 
located at 517 East Kirkwood also known as: 

Lot Number 23 in Dunn's Addition, in the City of Bloomington Indiana; and 

WHEREAS, at the June 20, 2000 special meeting the Historic Preservation Commission found 
that the building has historic and architectural significance that merits the 
protection ofthe property as a historic district; and 

WHEREAS, at that time the Commission also imposed an interim order of protection for said 
property; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has prepared a map and written report, which accompanies 
the map and validates the proposed district by addressing the criteria outlined in 
BMC 8.08.10; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has submitted said map and written report to the Common 
Council and has recommended local historic designation of the buildings located 
at 517 East Kirkwood; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA. THAT: 

SECTION I. The map setting forth the proposed historic district for the property located at 517 
East Kirkwood Street, which is attached and made a part ofthis ordinance, is hereby accepted by 
the Common Council, and the Von Lee Theater historic district is hereby established. The legal 
description of this property is further described as: 

Lot #23 in Dunn's Addition to the City of Bloomington 

SECTION II. The building at 517 East Kirkwood is classified as "Outstanding." 

SECTION III. Chapter 8.20 ofthe Bloomington Municipal Code, entitled A List of Designated 
Historic Districts shall be amended to include The Von Lee Theater Historic District and the 
entry shall read as follows: 

The Von Lee Theater building 517 East Kirkwood. 

SECTION IV. If any section, sentence, or provision of this ordinance, or the application thereof 
to any person or circumstances shall be declared invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any of 
the other sections, sentences, provisions, or applications of this ordinance which can be given 
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this 
ordinance are declared to be severable. 

SECTION V. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the 
Common Council ofthe City of Bloomington and approval of tile Mayor. 
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P·\SSED AND ADOPTED by tl].e Common Council of the City of Bloomington, Monroe 
County, Indiana, upon this -.LL~ay of ~ , 2000. 

~.~~ 
R~gina Moore, Clerk 
City of Bloomington 

TIMOTHY , r sident 
Bloomington Common Council 

PRESEkJTED by me to Mayor of the City of Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, upon this _ 
_ ;;0 YZ<nay of ~ , 2000. 

\~~ 
Rr:~gina Moore, Clerk 
City of Bloomington 

A. 
SlGNED AND APPROVED by me upon this 020 day of--'i~~;L_, 2000. 

SYNOPSIS 

This ordinance amends the List of Designated Historic Districts in the City of Bloomington to 
indude "The Von Lee Theater" located at 517 East Kirkwood Avenue. The Bloomington 
Hi;toric Preservation Commission has recommended this designation based upon the historic and 
architectural worthiness of this building and has rated the property as "Outstanding." In making 
this designation the Commission considered the importance ofthe architect, John Nichols, and 
his use ofthe Spanish Colonial Revival style in designing· the theater. The Commission also 
fm md the Von Lee significant as the only remaining landmark cinema in the downtown and as a 
cultural resource for the urbanized area of the community. Once the property is so designated, it 
wi'.! be regulated by the provisions of Title 8 ofthe Bloomington Municipal Code, entitled 
"Historic Preservation and Protection, " which preserve property and require the review of 
modifications that affect areas that are seen from the public way. 
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