
 

 

 
 

ImagineBloomington Workshop 1: Monroe County Public Library (2/21/2012)  
 

Survey General Comments 
• Involve plenty of women in Steering Committee and other important posts. 
• I do feel the lack of a senior center.  Not enough artistic opportunities for seniors 

living in the town – visual arts, writing, book discussion, music – that sort of 
thing, not just pickle-ball and euchre! 

• Please don’t let the Baby Boomers hijack the concept of aging by forcing the idea 
of anti-aging.  Aging is a natural process.  You don’t see people with walkers 
downtown, you do in Berkley.  I would like to see as many program choices for 
older adults (75+) as I do for children (5-15). 

• More frequent transportation – maybe smaller buses for just going down and 
around town.  Keep up the attention to sustainability and green spaces and 
thinking of walk-ability.  

• More small affordable performing spaces for spoken word.  
• More art, greenspace (shrubs and trees) in large parking lots.  More medians (art 

and green) – like Woodruff Place in Indy. 
• I would like to see a lot of communication between government, non-profits, 

service agencies and the general community rather than the constant “turf battles” 
that appear to be worsening.  Planning and sustainability have a lot more to do 
with people than just infrastructure.  Too many people in Bloomington are 
marginalized – that needs to change. 

• The planning should be County-wide as what happens in the City impacts the rest 
of the County as well.  As the City continues to grow this will be even more 
significant.  Also the University will continue to grown and impact City/County. 

• I’m afraid that it’s getting more expensive to live in Bloomington for “regular” 
folks and the poverty isn’t getting less. 

• Bloomington needs more affordable housing. 
• I think that consideration of the wealth/class disparity is very relevant to future 

planning – it’s important to not just beautify poverty but put work into the real 
side of being poor (what do people deal with day-to-day?  How can we improve 
quality of life?)  Rehabilitation, social justice and equality.  !!Compassion!! 

• Let’s make our city an example of sustainable living and a community not 
enslaved by fossil fuels. 

• We need to institute – focus on clean energy and water.  We need to support local 
farmers in order to obtain control over food sources.   
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• Bloomington has been more pro-developer in the past.  More emphasis should be 
in preserving existing historic structures.  The jewel of Bloomington is its 
downtown, which should be preserved.   

• I have to words for people who don’t like planning: Evansville and Greenwood. 
• I am very concerned about I-69 or the additional traffic that it would dump into I-

37 will impact connecting streets through our neighborhoods.  No artery roads 
through our residential neighborhoods.  Fullerton Pike-Gordon Pike may have 
made sense when it connected rural/residential streets, but not as a major artery 
through neighborhood streets with 2 schools, only 1 business intersection along 
whole route! 

• I-69 will have a negative impact on the community.  The environmental issues 
from more traffic – road (truck) pollution will increase.   

• Better safety from lowering speed limits (and enforcing) and closing some roads 
to through traffic.  Preserve 25 MPH arteries of limited access to get to various 
parts of town. 

• Preservation of core neighborhoods.  The core neighborhoods built between 1880-
1920 represent the best examples of moderate density single family 
housing……yet they accommodate the automobile and pedestrians very nicely.  
A good example to emulate.   

• The next 20-40 years will present us with higher energy costs and more reliance 
on transit and pedestrian friendly neighborhoods. 

• Get a vision first to include B-ton’s place in the world; then set strategic goals, 
then “tactics”, then determine needed resources, esp. people; then promote an 
approach, and get started. 

• I’d like to see a sense of urgency among our varied community leaders to realize 
our shared vision; and less complacency surrounding where Bloomington is – e.g. 
“I want Btown to be what it is but only better” – that is not enough! 

• The large park in the former switch-yard should display our prowess in 
landscaping amid picnic and playground opportunities.  Bike racing too 
specialized….. 

• There should be a substantive cult-task force in this region!  A city like this?  
Surrounded by small churches (with basements)? 

 
 

Other Comments Received 
• More plans for parks. 
• Due to the high cost of FREE PARKING, let’s get what the real estate is worth 

and USE the PARKING STRUCTURES. 
• Extend the invitation to County folks. 
• Make the process more progressive where workshops build on one another so 

participants could be more involved in the process. 
• Consider holding a meeting in a senior community. 
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