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Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
September 25, 2013 McCloskey Conference Room 135, City Hall 

Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Minutes are transcribed in a summarized outline manner.  
Audio recordings of the meeting are available in the Planning Department for reference. 
 
Attendance 
Citizens Advisory Committee (Voting Members): David Sabbagh, David Walter, Elizabeth Cox-
Ash, James Reed, Ken Campanella, Larry Jacobs, Patrick Murray, Glenn Carter, Sarah Ryterband, 
Sarah Clevenger, Anita Douglas, Mary Jane Hall, Ted Miller, Paul Ash, Laurel Cornell, Jack Baker, 
Morris Buckley, Ross Dybrig, Tamby Cassidy, Randy Cassidy, Larry Jacobs, Ayman Ashwaiheen, 
Keith Williamson, Liz Irwin, Chaim Julian 
Others in Attendance (including Non-Voting CAC Members):  Jim Ude (INDOT), Sandra Flum 
(INDOT), Vince Caristo (MPO Staff), Josh Desmond (MPO Staff), Anna Dragovich (MPO Staff) 
 
I. Call to Order and Introductions (~6:30 PM)   
 
II. Approval of Minutes – The August 28, 2013 minutes were approved by the Committee. 
 
III. Communications from the Chair – none 
 
IV.   Reports from Officers and/or Committees 

A.  MTP Task Force – Mr. Desmond reported that the consultant continues to work on the 
traffic demand model. Staff will be meeting with the consultant on October 31 for an update on 
the traffic demand model. The next meeting of the Task Force will be on October 28 and they 
will continue to discuss the vision statement along with goals and policies for the plan.   

 
B. Project Updates – Ms. Dragovich read an update of I-69 as requested by Sandra Flum. 
INDOT and the Indiana Finance Authority continue to draft the request for proposal documents 
and technical provisions which will be finalized in mid-October for the short-listed teams to 
prepare bids. The right-of-way acquisition process has begun (appraising) with some of the 
property needed for the roadway or access roads. It will take several months to acquire the 
needed property. We are working with utilities to identify necessary moves or where the design 
of the road can avoid utilities. This work will continue through 2014. 
 

V.  Reports from MPO Staff – none 
VI.  Old Business - None 
VII.  New Business 

A. Transportation Improvement Program Amendments 
1. INDOT Emergency Bridge Inspections – Ms. Dragovich explained that the TIP 

amendment request is for $50,000 in FY 2014. This money would be used under 
unforeseen circumstances such as a truck running in to a bridge that would require an 
unscheduled, emergency bridge inspection. ***Ms. Cornell made a motion to 
approve the amendment and Ms. Ryterband seconded, motion was approved by 
voice vote*** 

2. INDOT Statewide Quality Assurance/Quality Control of Bridge Inspection Data 
Ms. Dragovich explained that this amendment request is for $250,000 in FY 2014 for 
Statewide quality assurance of bridge inspection data. She said that this money is used 
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to make sure that bridge inspection data is filled out completely and correctly. ***Ms. 
Cornell made a motion to approve the amendment and Ms. Ryterband seconded, 
motion was approved by voice vote*** 
MCCSC – Safe Routes to Schools Non-Infrastructure – Ms. Dragovich explained 
that this project was in the previous 2012 – 2015 TIP and was not included in to the 
new 2014-2017 TIP by mistake. In order for MCCSC to continue to spend the money, 
it needs to be in the most current TIP. She explained that this is not a new SRTS grant, 
but a carryover from a previous award. ***Ms. Cornell made a motion to approve 
the amendment and Ms. Cox-Ash seconded, motion was approved by voice 
vote*** 

B. HSIP Selection Process 
 Mr. Desmond explained the selection process is meant to rank projects that should receive 

HSIP funds. He explained that the HSIP funding source is rooted in safety mentality, the 
safety category is the one with the most weight. Additionally, a project with a high 
benefit/cost ratio, immediate readiness and ability to have a larger than required local 
funding match are all included in the ranking system. ***Mr. Baker motioned approval 
and Mr. Ash seconded, motion was approved by voice vote*** 

C. TA Selection Process 
 Mr. Desmond presented the proposed TA selection process. He explained that his allows 

the MPO to prioritize projects with a selection committee. Mr. Caristo mentioned that 
project readiness is weighted the most in this selection process. ***Ms. Hall motioned 
approval and Mr. Ash seconded, motion was approved by voice vote*** 

VIII. CAC Chair and Vice-Chair Roles and Responsibility Discussion 
 The CAC discussed the roles and responsibilities relating to the Vice-Chair and Chair as they 

represent the CAC at Policy Committee meetings. Ms. Ryterband explained that historically the 
CAC didn’t have a seat at the Policy Committee. Ms. Ryterband suggested that the Chair be 
required to vote at Policy Committee meetings the same way that the CAC voted. Mr. Baker 
commented that in a representative democracy a person should be able to vote their conscience. 
Mr. Murray agreed with Mr. Baker and mentioned that the views of the CAC should be reported 
to the Policy Committee regardless of how the CAC Chair makes his vote. Discussion ensued. 
***Mr. Campanella motioned to end the discussion, Ms. Irwin seconded*** 

 
IX. Communications from Committee Members 

A.  Topic Suggestions for Future Agendas  
 Mr. Carter requested that INDOT talk about IDEM report and give a summary of the report. 
 
X. Upcoming Meetings 

A. Policy Committee – September 25, 2013 (Council Chambers) 
B. Technical Advisory Committee – September 25, 2013 at 10:00am (McCloskey Room) 
C. Citizens Advisory Committee – September 13, 2013 at 6:30pm (McCloskey Room) 

 
XI.  Topic Suggestions under Consideration for Future Discussion 
  
Adjournment  (~8:00 PM) 
These minutes were approved by the CAC at their regular meeting held on October 23, 2013.   

(Nov.1, 2013 ALD) 
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