
                                             UTILITIES SERVICE BOARD MEETING 
November 18th, 2013 

 
Utilities Service Board meetings are recorded electronically or stenographically and are 
available during regular business hours in the office of the Director of Utilities. 
 
Board President Swafford called the regular meeting of the Utilities Service Board to order at 5:02 
p.m. The meeting was held in the Utilities Service Board room at the City of Bloomington Utilities 
Administrative Building in Bloomington, Indiana.  
 
Board members present: Tom Swafford, Julie Roberts, Pedro Roman, Sam Frank, Jason Banach, 
John Whikehart, Tim Mayer, Ex-Officio, and Tom Micuda, Ex-Officio.  Staff members present:  Patrick 
Murphy, John Langley, Jane Fleig, Tom Axsom, Jon Callahan, Mike Bengtson, Mike Hicks, Michael 
Horstman, and Phil Peden.   Others present:  Paul Elling, Bill Riggert, and Sue Mayer. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
Board Member Roberts moved and Board Member Roman seconded the motion to approve the 
minutes of the November 4th meeting.  Motion carried, 6 ayes, 1 member absent (Ehman).   
 
 
CLAIMS 
 
Board Member Roberts moved and Board Member Roman seconded the motion to approve the 
claims as follows: 
 
Vendor invoices that will be submitted to the Controller’s Office on November 22nd included 
$219,751.49 from the Water Utility; $164,586.82 from the Wastewater Utility; and $14,810.50 
from the Stormwater Utility.  Total Claims approved, $399,148.81.   
 
President Swafford inquired about a claim to Mallor Grodner Attorneys. Deputy Director Langley 
informed that this work was PCB-related, entailing review of environmental restrictive covenants that 
the amended Consent Decree require be attached to deeds. CBU then bills the civil city for the portion 
which applies to the IURC. 
 
Mr. Swafford also inquired about a claim to Paul Young Plumbing, described as a “new water line” for 
an address on South Rogers Street.  Assistant Director Axsom informed that during construction on 
South Rogers, there were two houses on one water meter, and CBU worked with the plumber to 
separate the back sides. 
 
Motion carried, 6 ayes, 1 member absent (Ehman).   
 
 
 
Board Member Roberts moved and Board Member Roman seconded the motion to approve the 
ACH payments as follows: 
 
Vendor invoices submitted to the Controller’s Office on November 18th included $220,735.75 
from the Water Utility.  Total Claims approved, $220,735.75.   
 
Motion carried, 6 ayes, 1 member absent (Ehman). 
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Wire transfers and fees for the month of October 2013: 
 
Board Member Roberts moved and Board Member Roman seconded the motion to approve the 
wire transfers and fees for the month of October in the amount of $2,020,312.46.  
 
Motion carried, 6 ayes, 1 member absent (Ehman). 
 
 
 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AN ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR THE JORDAN 
RIVER CULVERT RECONSTRUCTION – 2ND STREET THROUGH 4TH STREET PROJECT 
 
Engineer Fleig prepared a memo for the Board, including a map, which was on display for the 
meeting. The map illustrates the state of the culvert reconstruction project, and the 5 primary 
Stormwater tunnels in downtown Bloomington. CBU has been working on these since becoming a 
Stormwater utility in 1998, based on the priorities set by a Stormwater Sewer Inventory and 
Conditions Assessment, prepared by Rust Environment. This assessment looked at the existing 
condition of the tunnels and the potential risk for failure and public safety concerns (see attached 
map).  
 
The next priority for CBU is the design from 2nd and Washington up to where the last project ended 
behind the Trinity Church (Kirkwood, 4th, & Grant). CBU has requested a proposal for engineering 
services from Donohue & Associates, who have prepared a long scope of services, and would provide 
sub-consultant services with Bledsoe, Riggert, & Guerrettaz; Alt & Witzig; and Title Plus. Ms. Fleig 
noted that the engineering services for one portion, near the Police Station, had already been started 
by Donohue & Associates in 2001. Some will need to be redone, but they will try to reuse as much of 
that as possible. The agreement is in an amount not to exceed $399,000, and would include a field 
route survey for the surface conditions, a culvert survey for the sections not previously surveyed, 
geotechnical investigations, reviews and completion of the previously terminated design, as well as 
additional design services for what has not been designed to date, utility coordination, title work, 
permitting, and bidding assistance.  Along with this, there are other large-diameter utilities which 
follow this route and cross the culvert. The scope of work include about 1,750 feet of large diameter 
sanitary sewer, 400 feet of large diameter force main, 850 feet of large diameter storm sewer pipe that 
connect to the tunnel, and about 1,200 feet of water main replacement. The water lines downtown are 
some of the oldest infrastructure and CBU has been working to replace those. 
 
Board Member Roman inquired whether Ms. Fleig has any indication of the anticipated cost of the 
project. Ms. Fleig stated she does not have a proposed cost. She added that while it is important to 
have the whole section in question designed together, it is unlikely that it would be feasible to build it 
all at once. CBU wants to assure there is good alignment, good slope, and that capacities are 
maintained. It is envisioned that the work will probably need to be broken up into three projects, with 
the most difficult being right in the middle by the Police Station. 
 
Board Member Banach asked where in the contract is it stated that the amount is not to exceed 
$399,000, and Ms. Fleig pointed out Exhibit B. Mr. Banach commented that while he expressed 
concern over the contract last week, he has had the opportunity to speak further with Director Murphy 
and was given a great deal of comfort in the logic and in proceeding with this vote. However, it does 
not waive any future objections he might have towards awarding any professional service contracts in 
large amounts that are not bid. 
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President Swafford thanked Ms. Fleig for the map on display and stated it is helpful for the public to 
see what CBU is doing and why. We have solved problems upwards of and downwards of the area in 
question, with a bottleneck left to deal with.  
 
Board Member Roberts moved and Board Member Roman seconded the motion to approve the 
Engineering Services Agreement for the Jordan River Culvert Reconstruction – 2nd Street 
through 4th Street.  
 
Motion carried, 6 ayes, 1 member absent (Ehman). 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 
Engineer Peden presented Payment Certificate No. 7 for the construction of the Lake Griffy Dam 
Improvements Project, for Dave O’Mara Contractor, in the amount of $231,177.05 of grant funds. The 
project is very close to completion, about 90%. There should only be one more pay application to 
come, which would include the final change order. Work completed recently included the installation 
of gates, the intake tower, spillway repairs, and the lake has been refilling since Saturday. 
 
Board Member Roberts moved and Board Member Roman seconded the motion to approve 
Payment Certificate No. 7 for the Lake Griffy Dam Improvements project.  
 
Motion carried, 6 ayes, 1 member absent (Ehman). 
 
 
Mr. Peden also presented the Board with two maps showing the sewer rehabilitation locations 
discussed at the prior meeting.  
 
Director Murphy informed that the final claim and closeout order for this project will be brought forth to 
the Board in mid-December, so as to meet grant deadlines.  
 
Mr. Murphy would like to convene the Environmental Subcommittee soon, in order to adopt some 
conservation policies, which will then be forwarded to the IURC. The new Conservation and Energy 
Manager, Nolan Hendon, has been working on those along with Water Quality Coordinator Rachel 
Atz. Mr. Murphy will work with the Chair of the subcommittee to schedule. 
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Mr. Murphy also informed the Board that CBU has been approached by a company (Printpack) 
inquiring about a possible deduction related to the condensation and evaporation on their equipment, 
proposing that it not be charged against the wastewater portion of their bill. CBU only has one 
arrangement of this nature, and it is with Indiana University. Mr. Murphy would also like a 
subcommittee to review this request, as it is a policy issue under their purview. 
 
Mr. Murphy updated that final paving is commencing on South Shields Ridge Road, in partnership 
with Monroe County Highway Department. The subsurface repairs are completed at this point. 
 
 
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:26 p.m. 
 
 
        _______________________________
        L. Thomas Swafford, President 
             
  


