
MINUTES 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 
Tuesday, October 8, 2013 

6:00 pm McCloskey Room, City Hall, 401 North Morton Street 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 
 
Roll Call: 
Members present: Jeff Jewel, Molly O’Donnell, George Huntington, Gary Charbonneau, Randy 
Cassady, David Rollo, David Parkhurst, Andrea Jobe, Rita Drescher, Claire Cumberland. 
 
Regrets: Bill Brown, Ashley Cranor, Maggie Sullivan, Cynthia Schultz. 
 
Staff: Jacqui Bauer 
 
Acting Chair Jeff Jewel called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm. 
 
Announcements: 

o Molly: 
o The Citizens’ Climate Lobby will be held on October 26 at the Unitarian 

Universalist Church. 
o She will be organizing a third workshop on facility management at local 

churches called “Chasing Sacred Air” December 4. 
o Jacqui: 

o The City is looking for volunteers to assist with a road user study that will be 
used to develop a baseline for a grant received that will try to address conflicts 
among road users. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
The October 2013 minutes were unanimously approved as written. 
 
Presentation on a proposed co-housing development (Marion Sinclair , Mark Cornett): 
Dave R. introduced the proposed co-housing project, which was brought to his attention by 
members working on the development.  He noted that the project is very much in line with the 
goals articulated in the Redefining Prosperity report. 
 
Co-housing:  compact developments with many shared amenities. 
 
Features of co-housing development: The future residents are involved in the design of their 
own community; parking must be at the periphery rather than centrally located; residents are 
involved in managing the development. 
 
The proposed development is located at the south end of Maxwell St., just north of the YMCA.  
The total size is only 2.5 acres, so fairly small for a co-housing development.  Buildings are 
clustered with central common space and community gardens.   
 



The units are joined in twos to minimize construction materials and to insulate each other; they 
are also oriented to allow installation of solar and will be built with green materials.   
 
Past experience with co-housing show that people drive less and generally live more 
sustainably than those living in more typical settings.  The setup will also allow the residents to 
share items like lawn mowers and tools, so it reduces material consumption. 
 
The group first met with the Plan Commission two years ago.  They also had two dozen people 
show up to a walk-through of the property, and have met with various city departments to 
identify what their requirements might be.  They continue to gather additional ideas, like 
adding rainbarrels and rooftop gardens. 
 
Next steps include getting approval to rezone the site as a Planned Unit Development; they are 
also exploring whether to connect Short St. – they are hoping to connect the street for bikes and 
pedestrians only, but also are in discussions with the city about allowing car connectivity and 
access to emergency vehicles. 
 
Responses to questions/comments: 

 Hoping to break ground next spring. 
 The community should consider white roofs. 
 Will encourage recycling and composting. 
 Will operate by consensus as much as possible. 
 Zoning hurdles:  Short St. connectivity (they have received quote for emergency access 

only; city now seeking 2-lane road with sidewalks, which is beyond their budget). 
 Have 5 full members, many associate members, and 50-60 serious expressions of 

interest. 
 The development will adhere to the principles of LEED for neighborhoods/LEED for 

homes, but will likely not certify. Also exploring a community solar installation. 
 Will be marketing broadly to insure that the residents are intergenerational. 
 Claire suggested that Dandelion Village might be a source of information about 

accommodating emergency access. 
 
Dave R. asked BCOS to consider submitting a letter of support to the Plan Commission and the 
City Council.  The commission voted unanimously in support. 
 
 
Report from the Chair: 
Molly reviewed the newly released national STAR Community Index.  This index 
overlaps with BCOS’s existing rating system.  She suggested the idea of having each 
member get involved with tracking the various types of data associated with STAR, and 
also help to publicize the community’s performance to the public.   
 
Jacqui will provide the summary document and topic matrix to everyone.  Molly asked 
that each person identify 3 or so topic areas of interest.   
 
 



Commission membership: George Huntington will be stepping down at the end of his 
term in January 2014. 
 
Report from the Sustainability Coordinator: 
Open Streets: the event was very successful, with an estimated 1800 attendees. 
 
Civil Streets:  Jacqui reviewed the Civil Streets initiative, which will be launched at the 
Bike Summit, tentatively scheduled for October 26.  She will share more information on 
the initiative soon. 
 
Committee Reports: 

o Environmental Commission Planning Committee: 
o No report this meeting.  

o STAR committee report: Update on food indicators: 
o No report this meeting.  

o Green business certification committee update: 
o Cynthia and Jeff are now considering working with BIRA on a Green 

Restaurant Certification. 
o Imagine Bloomington update: 

o Dave R. and Dave P. attended the September 12 public meeting, but the 
tone of the meeting didn’t allow for a lot of input on specific issues of 
interest.   

o Dave P. thought the complaints at the meeting reflected concerns that the 
process wasn’t considering the needs of the least advantaged members of 
the community.   

 
New Business: 
No new business. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm 


