Bloomington Arts Commission
Wednesday, June 11, 2014 5pm
McCloskey Conference Room, City Hall

MINUTES

Present: Peter Jacobi, Craig Widen, Sally Gaskill, Abby Henkel, Francesca Sobrer, Jan Grant,
Jean Kautt, Lynn Schwartzberg, Alain Barker

Absent: Paul Sturm, Martina Celerin

Ex Officio: Miah Michaelsen, Adrian Starnes

Guest: Gail Londregan

Call to order: 5:03 by Jan Grant
Approval of May Minutes: Peter Moves to approve, Craig seconds. All in favor.
Treasurer’s Report: 402 has not changed. 403 has increased slightly since last year.

Public Comment: Gail Londregan from Active Aging Coalition visits to see how they can
partner with BAC

Brainstorming:
e Neighborhood identity
0 Craig Widen:
= Work more to develop neighborhoods/identity
= Pursue partnerships with private businesses/individuals
0 Peter Jacobi: We already distribute our funds to organizations. These are
good questions but how can we accomplish them?
» The Mayor might support us if we have the ideas
0 Abby: The first step might be getting the word out that the City already has
resources
0 Francesca: Reach out to each neighborhood association and ask if they need
help/have ideas
O Jan: Put on a show chronicling neighborhood history
0 Francesca: Interactive historical public art thingy
= Living neighborhood history project/sculpture/performance
= Make live pop-up art common
e performance at drive-in, on the street, etc
e don’tadvertise, just surprise people
e BAC can coordinate, make it possibly
0 Alain: project where everyone spends a year coming up with “what is
Bloomington?” At the end, it culminates in a performance and a public
celebration where everyone shares their projects
0 Peter: Bring the arts to businesses, capture people who don’t normally
participate or come to the arts



Craig: More emphasis on arts with/for young people
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Look at Strategic Plan
Do a Call for Proposals to partner with BAC

Encourage people to self-identify as artists. Hand out buttons/stickers to
bring visual awareness to the number of people who are artists/do arts
= Cool button designed by artist, plus a social media campaign
= Sally: also yard signs printed with artists’ submissions
CSA: Community-Supported Arts
= People purchase shares in artists, and come pick up their delivery of
art
= Supports artists, helps people become collectors, brings new artists
and consumers in the door
= Adrian is doing research on this

Rent art: Borrow artworks from elsewhere and have temporary public
exhibits. Sculpture walk.
Bike racks all over town

Craig: Fundraiser selling a piece of art that businesses can buy and put in front of
their building. Creates identity.

ACTION ITEM: Miah and Adrian will summarize options and send to commissioners by

Friday. We'll vote by Tuesday.

Public Art Master Plan

Needs to have point about “encourage public art in a diversity of neighborhoods”
under Priorities 2.4

Location: Consider geographic impact of new artwork

Commission questions the need for explanatory sentences (following the numbered
titles like Location, Resources, etc.)

o

We'd like to delete these sentences. They restate the bullet points.

Lynn moves to approve PAMP, Peter seconds. All in favor!

Indiana Arts Commission Region 8 Partner
Ivy Tech will not be part of the Region 8 Partner after 2015
IAC gave 4 options for locating partnerships:

1.
2.
3.
4,

a partner in Bloomington;

in Monroe County but not Bloomington;

in another county in Region 8;

or give authority to Indy to govern from there (IAC staff)

Perhaps the partner program isn’t working as it should
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Alain suggests contacting the IAC about revising the structure, a letter of
concern. Or ask for clarification on why IAC believes it’s a healthy program.
Offer solution ideas, but not to actually help make this happen



0 Purpose is to advocate for the arts in Bloomington
0 Partner structure doesn’t serve Bloomington
e Alain and Miah will write

Arts Project Grant Program Wrap-Up
e Very little response to surveys
e Jan: It was the best process yet. Miah was a good leader

Staff Report
e Transit: Dates for installation will most likely be in late June/early July. Opening -
late July/early August.

e Gateway Project: Artist is working on installation specs with engineering staff.
e 17thand Arlington: Crescent Bend Neighborhood Association has received a
Neighborhood Improvement
0 Lynn loves roundabout public art
e Grant for a sculpture in the 17th and Arlington Roundabout. Working on contract
with HAND and neighborhood association.
¢ Bloomington Waters: Outside waterline at City Hall has broken. Waiting on info
from Parks and Public Works as to the status of repairs.
e 4th Street Gateway: Slight vandalism. The artist has repaired.
e Stop and StART: Several new signal boxes in the process of being adopted. Several
are slated for repairs.
e Waldron Plaza: Ivy Tech has received funds from the Redevelopment Commission to
construct a sculpture plaza on the south side of the Waldron.
e Will Galloway Sculpture: Conversations with the artist continue. Nashville,
Columbus and Bloomington are working together to address mutual concerns.
e BEAD
O June Meeting: Monday, June 18, noon McCloskey Room, City Hall.
O June Exhibit: “Art Right Up Your Alley”

Meeting Adjourned: by Jan Grant, 6:27pm



