MINUTES
BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY COMMISSION
9-15-2014

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS

Members present: Sylva Johnson, Nick Metzger, Jim Rosenbarger, Paul Ash, Mitch
Rice, Mark Stosberg

Guests: Eoban Binder

Staft: Scott Robinson — Planning & Transportation - Commission Staff
Steve Cotter — Parks and Recreation Staff
Vince Caristo — Planning & Transportation — Commission Staff

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
One correction to the minutes from August 8, 2014, suggested by Steve Cotter to amend
the end time to 7:15.

Jim made a motion to approve the minutes from August 15. Mitch seconded. The
motion passed. Minutes were approved.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT

Eoban Binder commented on the 4™ St bike lanes and sharrows, and asked about a
planned median at 4™ and Rogers St. He asked for the BPSC website to be updated more
frequently. He is looking for video footage or photos of walking and bicycling to use in a
promotional video for Open Streets.

Vince and Scott said that the planned crossing improvement at 4" and Rogers is still
being considered, but most of the bikeways improvements this year will be pavement
markings.

IV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS

Paul said some things are going and some things are not — a double yellow line was
painted on Allen St; a sidewalk project on Fairview is caught between contracts; the
median at Rogers St needs to be shaved down.

Jim commented on a story that appeared in the Herald Times where a Plan Commission
member questioned whether bike racks should be required to be installed next to a
mattress store. He said this view could be countered with some simple responses.

Mark said the bike lane on Longview between Pete Ellis and Kingston is sub-standard at
2.5-ft wide, and caused his wife to run off the road when a bus passed closely by her.
Discussion ensued. Vince said staff would look into this and would discuss possible
solutions with future staff.
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Mitch said a sewer grate at 3™ and Indiana needs to be leveled with the adjacent
pavement. He said the new sharrow markings are still very thick, which could be
destabilizing for cyclists and might conflict with snow plows. Sylva and Paul concurred.
Scott explained this year’s markings are 60 mm thick, compared to 90 mm last year.
Staff need to balance durability, cost, and maintenance. There are 3 types of markings —
thermoplastic, pre-formed, and paint. Thermoplastic are more durable, less costly, and
have a bigger footprint, but are challenging to apply thinly because they are applied using
a large stencil on non-flat road surface. Pre-formed markings are best applied on new
paint, but the lines are not as wide.

Paul said one of the bike boxes east of Walnut St was vandalized with pink paint.

Nick said that he likes the new sharrows on Covenanter Dr and Hawthorne Dr. He has
seen close calls at the intersection at Grant and 9™ due to poor visibility from parked cars,
and suggested a mirror to be installed and possibly sharrows on Grant St. Mark
commented that cyclists are probably expecting a 4-way stop. Discussion ensued. Vince
said staff could do an intersection crash analysis and present at a future meeting.

Sylva stated she would like to know if any thing other than what had already been
discussed in the previous two meetings was discussed.

Paul gave a brief rundown on what had been talked about.
REPORTS FROM STAFF

Civil Streets

Vince gave an update on the Civil Streets program. New advertisements are appearing
on BT buses, IU campus buses, and in the IDS newspaper. He presented a new ‘Thank
You Wave’ poster. Targeted enforcement dates are Saturday 9/20 and 9/22 to 9/26.
Several volunteer dates are coming up to give distribute bike lights, bike bells, posters.

Pro Walk Pro Bike Conference

Vince attended this conference in Pittsburgh in early September. He learned about
bikeshare programs, education and enforcement programs with similar goals to civil
streets, and bike/ped counting technologies. He was able to meet with colleagues on a
project with Bicycle Indiana to create a guide to reviewing roadway designs.

IUB Campus Bicycle Master Plan Process

Vince said that IU has kicked off a project with Sprinkle Consulting to create a campus
bicycle master plan. Joe Fish, former bike/ped coordinator in Bloomington, is part of the
consulting team. They will be collecting baseline data on usage, existing facilities, and
making both infrastructure and programmatic recommendations. The project is being
managed by Kent McDaniels, [U TDM Coordinator, in coordination with the IU Office
of Sustainability.
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Scott said he filled in for Vince at the kick-off meeting. They are hoping to have some
deliverables by the end of the year. From the City’s perspective, we encouraged them to
look at gateways from campus into down, including streets like 17" St and 7™ St.

Mitch suggested that covered bike parking be included as part of the recommendations
for the plan. He said they are an incredible plus for all-weather riders.

APBP Education Webinars

Vince asked if commissioners would be interested in viewing webinars on educational
topics such as winter maintenance, accessibility in work zones, and effective advisory
committees, and having discussions on the information at future meetings. Mitch said it
would be worth a try. Sylva welcomed educational opportunities.

Peter Norton, October 13, 2014, Community Presentation

Vince announced a speaking event on Monday October 13 with University of Virginia
professor Peter Norton. Professor Norton is the author of Fighting Traffic, which details
how streets were socially reconstructed to be places for cars instead of people. The event
is sponsored by the Bloomington Bicycle Club.

OLD BUSINESS

Small Maintenance and Project List

Scott introduced this as a continuation of an on-going discussion. Sylva and Mark talked
about creating a better way to take comments using an online tool like google maps. Jim
handed out a draft of small project needs that was handed out to the City in the previous
year, including justification of why each project was selected, and a record of response
from the City. He said it is an effort to keep the dialogue going about specific projects,
not just throwing out ideas and then moving onto the next thing. In one example, he said
a pedestrian island at 3™ and Walnut was stated to be completed in 2014 — they could ask
the City about the status of this. In general, this approach would focus on small things
that could be done outside of capital budgets. Jim said there seems to be a void of
planning for large, multi-year projects, and there could be a way to also suggest those
types of projects. As one example, he cited a bridge over 1-69. He said it would be
helpful to talk about which projects to include in this list at a future meeting.

Neighborhood Greenways Enhancements

Scott wanted to open discussion about improvements on neighborhood greenways
beyond pavement markings. He said that wayfinding signage planned for the
neighborhood greenway network have been located in the field, but the signs still need to
be produced and installed. He said there is a window of opportunity to make other signs,
such as “Allowed Use of Full Lane” signs that have been suggested.

Sylva suggested to look at other partners like the Bloomington Community Orchard, who
has been working with a neighborhood association to plant fruit trees near the Allen St
Neighborhood Greenway. Steve recommended talking with Lee Huss, the City’s urban
forester.
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NEW BUSINESS
229 West First St

Scott said it would be helpful to get feedback on how this project interacts with the B-
Line Trail. Discussion ensued about the building design. Scott said the Parks Board has
met with Planning about how many access points will eventually be on the B-Line Trail.
Steve said that the Parks Board takes requests for connections to the B-Line on a case-by-
case basis, but so far the precedent has been pretty lenient. Paul said he thinks the
developer would want lots of bike parking. Jim asked whether the concern is about large
events or concerts spilling over onto the trail, impacting trail users. Mitch said the issue
is similar to what happens on Saturday mornings during the Farmer’s Market, where
some people are trying to get through the trail at high speeds. He suggested temporary
signs that say ‘Please Walk Your Bike’. Jim said he tends to agree with this approach for
the Farmer’s Market, but maybe not for a private enterprise. Nick liked the idea of
signage that creates temporary ‘pedestrian blocks’.

Sylva motioned to add this topic to the work session agenda. Paul seconded, motion
passed.

111 S Lincoln and 300 Block of 4" St

Scott said that 4™ St is one of the corridors we are looking at one of the bicycling
gateways into downtown, and is identified as a ‘festival street’. He suggested talking
about this project in detail at a future meeting.

TOPIC SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

Adjourned 7:00 PM
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