
MINUTES 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 
Tuesday, October 14, 2014 

 
Next Meeting:   Tuesday, November 11, 2014 
 
Roll Call: 
Members Present: Andrea Jobe, Molly O'Donnell, Jeff Jewell, Bill Brown, Cynthia Schultz, Randy 
Cassady, Jana McGee 
 
Regrets: Gary Charbonneau, David Rollo, Jessica Pittman, Maggie Sullivan, Joseph Kielar, 
 
Staff:  Jacqui Bauer 
 
Public: Steve Wyatt, Gwen White, Stephanie Richards, Jeanne Leimkuhler, Libby Gwinn, 3 students 
from Bill’s class, one other 
 
Chair:  Jeff Jewell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Public Comment 
No Public Comment 
 
Announcements 
The IU Fall Energy Challenge kicked off yesterday. 
 
ServeIT applications are open to community partners for the spring.  Any 501(c)(3) organization can 
apply. 
 
Andrea Jobe reported on a trip to Seattle during which she visited the Bullitt Center, which is a “living 
building”.  She also visited the campus garden at the University of Washington, which is operated by a 
farmer. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
It was explained the minutes from March were not approved in April due to lack of quorum. The March 
minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
The September minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Presentation: Jeanne Leimkuhler and Libby Gwinn, Bring Your Bag Bloomington 
Jeanne and Libby are on the board of the Center for Sustainable Living, which has recently launched the 
Bring Your Bag Bloomington Committee.  They hope to introduce an ordinance to address the use of 
single-use plastic bags.   
 
Some background: 

 Consumers use 1 trillion plastic bags per year worldwide, or 2 million per minute 
 The bags do not actually decompose, but just make their way to the oceans 

 
In total about130 communities across the country have passed plastic bag ordinances; California has just 
passed a state-wide ban.   
 
The local effort is in the info-gathering stage, reaching out to potential partners, to local stores, and doing 
research on options.  They are considering three options: 



 Banning plastic and paper bags 
 Charging for paper bags and banning plastic bags 
 Charging a fee for both paper and plastic bags 

 
The group has reached out to a number of local stores, but have just begun the process so don’t have a 
good sense of the response yet.  One member of the committee is looking into examples of ordinances 
elsewhere in the country, including both bans and fees. 
 
The Commission voted unanimously to support the effort generally, and asked for the opportunity to 
review and give feedback on a draft ordinance once it’s been put together 
 
Presentation: Steve Wyatt, Bloomington Restorations Inc. 
Steve Wyatt gave a brief presentation on Bloomington Restorations, established in 1976, and has restored 
75 properties. 
 
He reviewed a sample of the projects they have worked on in the past, including the Paris Dunning House 
and the County Courthouse.  BRI also has an affordable housing program that has restored 24 houses.   
 
The original impetus to have BRI present to the Commission was the proposed demolition of several 
historic homes near Woodlawn Field on campus.  IU has now agreed to move those houses. 
 
One of the biggest challenges they face is timing – once plans are in motion, things can happen pretty 
quickly so sometimes it can be difficult to intervene. 
 
Are the materials in houses that will be torn down recovered for reuse?  BRI does some of this, and there 
are also some contractors who are good about recovering materials.  Could the city pass an ordinance to 
require diversion of reusable materials and/or more stringent construction/demolition debris. 
 
How do they find people who are willing to renovate endangered buildings?  Often such properties get 
good news coverage, and they also have a reliable group of interested volunteers/developers who work 
with them. 
 
When properties are transferred, the deed includes requirements that the owner follow federal restoration 
standards. 
 
STAR Communities: report from Bill Brown’s Sustainable Communities class 
Jake Reardon: working on Health & Safety and Natural Systems 

 Are focusing on outcomes under the Natural Systems section and the Health & Safety section 
 
Dana Schroeder: working on the Climate & Energy and Built Environment Sections 

 Waste Minimization, Actions #5 and #8 – working on gathering info on this topic, looking for 
examples in other communities. 

 
Brad Lufkin: Ed, Arts & Culture, Economy & Jobs 

 Focusing on Economy & Jobs – creating educational materials to encourage better business 
practices and researching best practices; make recommendations of policies that might encourage 
purchase of green products and support green practices 

 Education, Arts & Culture – determine % of population living within 1 mile of an arts venue – 
will work with GIS to develop this data 

 Also looking to gather basic census data 
 
 
 



 
Report from the Chair 
No report this month. 
 
Report from the Sustainability Coordinator 
Georgetown University Energy Prize – The local effort is being called the Monroe County Energy 
Challenge, and the group is in the process of pulling together an energy plan to be submitted November 
10.  Four BCOS members (Bill Brown, Joe Kielar, Jana McGee, Molly O’Donnell) are already involved, 
and others are invited to participate as well.  The Challenge will officially kick off in January 2015. 
 
Committee reports 
Environmental Commission update – Jana attended the Environmental Commission, where a member of 
the public brought up concerns about the possible deer cull, use of Round-up based pesticides by Parks & 
Rec.   

 The Commission also has an intern who is working to create a city/county Climate Action Plan. 
 Work with the Tree Commission, addressing issues with damage to trees and the emerald ash 

borer 
 Concerns were raised about a proposed brew pub at 1st and the B-Line that would have a black 

metal roof 
 
Imagine Bloomington Update - the steering committee has not met. 
 
New Business 
No new business 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 


