
 
 

 
 

Monday, November 17, 2014  
5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Hooker Conference Room, Bloomington City Hall 
AGENDA 

 
I.    Call to Order and Introductions  

     
II. Approval of Minutes: 

a. October 20, 2014   
 

II. Public Comments 
 
III. Communications from Committee Members 

 
IV. Reports from Staff 

a. Minutes policy 
b. 2015 Bikeways Projects  
c. Sidewalk closures update 

 
V. Old Business 

a. Bike/Ped Needs List  
b. Winter maintenance 

 
VI. New Business 

a. Commission-member crosswalk and stop sign recommendations 
b. MTP Plan 

 
VII. Topic suggestions for future agendas  

 
VIII. Upcoming Meetings 

•  Monday, December 15, 2014, 5:30 – 7:00 pm, Hooker Conference Room, 
Bloomington City Hall 

•  2015 meeting schedule 
 

IX. Adjourn       
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MINUTES 

BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY COMMISSION 
10-20-2014 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS – 6:35 PM 
 
Members present:  Nick Metzger, Jim Rosenbarger, Paul Ash, and Mark Stosberg 
 
Guests: Mary Boutain – Commission on Aging 
                                      
Staff: Scott Robinson – Planning & Transportation, Vince Caristo – Planning & Transportation – 
Commission Staff                          
                             
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Jim Rosenbarger made a motion to approve the minutes from September 15th with one 
correction.  Paul Ash seconded.  The motion passed.   
 
III.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Mary Boutain is interested in healthy communities, active living, and specifically more advocacy 
on walking for Bloomington.  In the spring, she participated in an Active Living Workshop 
hosted by the Center on Aging and Health by Design, and as part of her follow-up from that she 
interested in just observing as this is her first time attending a meeting of the BPSC.  Mr. 
Rosenbarger mentioned that over time the Commission has focused on walking, but with the 
Platinum Bicycle Friendly Community efforts their recent focus has been mostly on bicycling 
the last several years.  Mr. Stosberg mentioned sidewalk closures during construction were 
recently discussed and Bloomington also received a Walk Friendly Community designation.  
Discussion ensued and Mr. Rosenbarger thanked Ms. Boutain for her interest and comments.   
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 
Paul and Jim enjoyed the presentation by Professor Peter Norton at IU.   
 
Mr. Stosberg mentioned the growth in electric bicycles and wondered how the laws, or if any 
rules, apply to them differently.   
 
Mr. Rosenbarger was glad to hear about MCCSC’s efforts with walking school bus efforts at 
local elementary schools.  He would like to invite them to a future meeting and find out how the 
Commission may be able to help out.   
 
REPORTS FROM STAFF 
 
2014 Bikeways Improvements 
Mr. Caristo gave an update on the progress of improvements underway this fall.  Most pavement 
markings have been completed.  A map that illustrated the various locations with on-street 
improvements was provided for reference.  Commission members discussed the need for 
facilities along West 2nd Street, west of Rogers to Patterson, as another segment to consider.  
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Right hook and near miss concerns over transition zones from bike lanes ending at intersections 
at busy locations will need monitoring (3rd and Indiana was discussed as an example).      
 
Civil Streets Year 1 Final Report 
Mr. Caristo said the grant has ended and he compiled a final report detailing the aspects of the 
grant activities over the last year.  An overview on the data for unsafe behaviors was provided.  
He submitted another grant for next year.  Mr. Ash asked if Civil Streets efforts will continue 
without the grant and Mr. Caristo explained it would be limited to activities not requiring capital 
expenses such as paid advertising, printing, and bike lights.   
 
Local Motion Grant Update  
The Buskirk Chumlety Theater completed their event on October 5 and submitted their invoice 
and will provide a final report.  Mr. Caristo attended part of the event and gave a summary which 
matched the details in their grant application.  Nothing else to report from the other two grant 
recipients. Mr. Robinson explained that staff has tried several times to get the grant recipients to 
get registered into the City’s vendor system, so their funding can be properly allocated before the 
end of the year.  Mr. Rosenbarger asked staff to give firm deadlines and wondered if funds could 
go to others, such as the walking school bus, if these grant applicant do not come to fruition.  
 
OLD BUSINESS  
   
Small Maintenance and Project List  
Mr. Stosberg got some very thoughtful suggestions from Bloomigton Bicycle Club members on 
network needs, which he will compile and provide for the Commission.  These suggestions are 
not ones currently on the growing list of ideas.  Mr. Rosenbarger said the list needs to be 
prioritized and paired down, keeping in mind the understanding of small projects.  All ideas are 
good ones to keep track of for helping to identify a range of needs.       
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Longview Bike Lane  
Mr. Caristo provided a summary of the existing bike lane specifications along Longview Avenue 
and Kingston Drive.  Mr. Stosberg raised previous concerns of the narrow width and gutter for 
these bike lanes and Caristo explained that some segments do not meet minimum design 
standards.  Mr. Metzger asked if paving over the gutter would address some design issues, but 
Mr. Robinson explained this creates a maintenance concern over time because of the concrete 
gutter tends to cause an asphalt layer to crack with freeze thaw cycles.  All agreed the current 
bike lanes along Longview create a level of expected protection that may not suffice for many 
cyclists with the narrow vehicle lane width of ten feet wide with frequent bus traffic.  Discussion 
ensued with other narrow bike lanes and the trade off concerns with using sharrows and less 
confident cyclists.  Commission members all agreed that the bike lanes along Longview should 
be replaced with sharrow markings given the existing profile of the roadway.       
 
TOPIC SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
Adjourned 7:05 PM 
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Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source: Google Earth Aerial
Author: RW
Date: March 2012

IM5 Fess Ave, IM3A Indiana Ave, IM3B Dunn St: E 17th St to E 3rd St

Image Source IndianaMap Framework Data
©2012 Google Earth

Image Source IndianaMap Framework Data
©2012 Google Earth
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LT2 Liberty Drive: State Road 45 to State Road 48/ West 3rd Street
Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan

Liberty Drive
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Source Google Earth Aerial
Author: JRF
Date: March, 2012
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LT2 Liberty Drive :  SR 45 to SR 48
Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source Google Earth Aerial
Author: JRF
Date: March, 2012



Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source: Google Earth Aerial
Author: RW
Date: March2012
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Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source Google Earth Aerial
Author: JRF
Date: March, 2012

LT6 10th Street :  Morton Street to Union Street



Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source: Google Earth Aerial
Author: RW
Date: March 2012
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Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source Google Earth Aerial
Author: JRF
Date: March, 2012

LT7 Law Lane :  N Fee Lane to N Union Street



LT3B Walnut Street: State Road 45 & 46 to Old State Road 37
Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
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LT3B Walnut Street : SR 45/46 to SR 37
Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source Google Earth Aerial
Author: JRF
Date: March, 2012



LT3B Walnut Street : SR 45/46 to SR 37
Bloomington Bikeways Implementation Plan
Source Google Earth Aerial
Author: JRF
Date: March, 2012
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Below are a proposed Vision Statement, Goals, and Objectives for the new 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, tenta-
tively titled TRANSform 2040. Please provide MPO staff with your feedback after reading this material. Your input will 
be used to review and revise this material before it is proposed for adoption. You may submit comments to the MPO at 
mpo@bloomington.in.gov.

Vision

We will build a transportation system that ensures the safe, efficient movement of motor vehicles, transit, freight, bicy-
clists and pedestrians, that is directed by all relevant adopted land use and transportation plans, that is compatible with 
citizen desires and that ultimately links our communities to each other, our region, our state, and our nation.

Goals

Mobility & Accessibility

Improve the movement of  people through the transportation system as a means to create modal and social equity 
within the transportation system community

•	 Select transportation projects that do not induce sprawl development and that are sensitive to community character

•	 Encourage development patterns that are walkable, bikeable, and readily served by public transit

•	 Encourage infill development to most effectively utilize existing utilities and infrastructure

•	 Enhance the efficient movement of freight through maintenance, operational and capital investment decisions

•	 Annually allocate 30% of STP, or its equivalent in future transportation bills, to fund independent non-motorized 
projects that are not part of a larger roadway project

•	 Use local Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plans to identify deficiencies and implement projects 
that ensure promote proper integration of ADA components into the transportation system

Transit

Provide the community with efficient, affordable, frequent and reliable transit services

•	 Pursue all possible funding opportunities to increase public transit capital and operating investment to and expand, 
enhance, and increase the use of transit services

•	 Prioritize projects that will create or improve direct access to transit services

•	 Use the BMCMPO Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan to identify and remove gaps in transit ser-
vices to elderly, disabled and low-income citizens in the region

•	 Encourage transit projects that increase “choice-riders” who choose to take transit even though they may have 
other travel options.

•	 Continue to fund transit projects that maintain or upgrade current facilities

•	 Encourage the expansion of both geographic coverage and hourly services offered by transit

•	 Encourage the use of advanced technologies such as hybrid buses in regular transit services and operations

TRANSform2040 

mailto:mpo%40bloomington.in.gov?subject=Vision%20Statement%20Comments
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Community

Ensure that transportation projects maximize the community’s quality of  life and are compatible with local land use 
plans and policies

•	 Involve the public in transportation project selection and scoping

•	 Incorporate context sensitive solutions and best practices into all project designs as set forth in alternative trans-
portation plans, comprehensive plans, subdivision control ordinances and site design review processes

•	 Pursue all possible funding opportunities to increase trail use and investment

•	 Plan, design, develop, construct and maintain transportation facilities to minimize adverse impacts on environ-
mentally sensitive areas, public parks and recreation areas, historic structures and neighborhoods

•	 Incorporate aesthetic elements such as streetscape features into transportation projects such that they are compati-
ble with the abutting area

•	 Implement public outreach programs that create awareness of the impact that travel mode choices have on the 
transportation system, the environment, and the community

Safety

Improve the safety of  the transportation system for all modes and all users

•	 Fund non-traditional, non-capacity adding projects that encourage and educate the public about safe driving, bik-
ing, walking, and using transit

•	 Encourage safety and civility among roadway users of all modes

•	 Analyze the causes of traffic safety hazards and reduce those hazards in a comprehensive, systematic and sustain-
able way

•	 Annually evaluate the top 10 crash locations by crash rate and crash severity and implement quick, low-cost im-
provements while also seeking funding for more comprehensive changes if necessary

Rebuild and Renew

Directly focus on maintaining existing transportation facilities before building new ones

•	 Adopt a “fix-it-first” mentality that directs funding and project selection to prioritize maintenance and renewal of 
existing transportation facilities

•	 Support “soft projects” that maximize the use of existing infrastructure through systematic, systemic and opera-
tional best practices

•	 Evaluate proposed project alternatives that maximize existing transportation facilities for all modes including 
freight

•	 Maintain and improve existing infrastructure through projects such as surface treatment, bridge repairs, improved 
striping paint, sign replacements and drainage improvements

•	 Create a Transportation Improvement Program that effectively directs spending in compliance with this Metropol-
itan Transportation Plan



 

 
 

A Typology of Transportation Projects 
 

The following categories represent the types of transportation projects that localities can 
undertake through the Bloomington-Monroe County MPO. 

 

New Roadways  
This category includes projects that will increase motor vehicle capacity in the 

roadway network.  These projects require additional right-of-way to be acquired. 
 

Examples include: new roadway construction; roadway widening for additional or 
broader motor vehicle lanes; capacity improvements at intersections (i.e. the 

addition of turning lanes, roundabout conversions). 

Bicycle & Pedestrian 
This category includes projects that will expand or upgrade the network of 

bicycling or walking facilities. 
 

Examples include: new sidewalks; new trails; new on-street bike facilities; bicycle 
parking infrastructure; accessibility or usability upgrades to existing sidewalks, 

trails, or on-street bicycling facilities. 

Transit 
This category includes capital projects that aim to expand or improve public 

transportation services. 
 

Examples include:  expansion or maintenance of accessibility to persons with 
disabilities; improvements to safety and security; comfort and amenity 

improvements; communications/information sharing and transit service planning 
technology; implementation of bikeshare transit facilities. 

Safety 
This category includes projects whose primary purpose is to reduce the frequency 

or severity of traffic-related injuries. 
 

Examples include:  existing roadways, intersections, or bridges that are 
reconstructed with the main intent to improve operational safety, not to add 

capacity; educational outreach to improve compliance with traffic safety laws. 

Maintenance & Operations 
This category includes projects that embody a ‘fix it first’ mentality, and that occur 

entirely within existing right-of-way. 
 

Examples include:  resurfacing projects on existing roadways or bridges; 
restoration or upgrade of operational components (i.e. traffic signals, signs, 

sidewalks or curb ramps, pavement markings). 

 



Bloomington Cycles 
Local Motion Grant Report 
The Stats: 

• 97 total attendance (+ ~20 bike ride attendees, + ~25 happy hour attendees) 
• $494 ticket sale revenue 
• 4 Collaborators: Open Streets, Bloomington Bicycle Club, Bloomington Bagel Company, and 

Upland Brewing Company 
• 3 short film competition entries 

Financials 

 Revenue Expenses 
Bton Bicycle Club $1000  
Bton Bagel Company $500  
Local Motion Grant $600  
Ticket Sales $494 (97 @ $5, 3 @ $3)  
Total $2,594  
   
Film Rights  $775   $500 Half the Road 

             $275 Breaking Away 
Marketing  $482   $123 Posters 

             $12 Facebook 
             $219 WTTS 
             $128 The Ryder 

Tech Staff  $390 
Facility  $1215 
Total  $2862 
   
 Difference ($268) 
 

Narrative_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Development 
Bloomington Cycles brought together a broad range of organizations that care about Bloomington’s 
cycling culture, alternative transportation, and a vital downtown.  By attempting to link the Open Streets 
event with a day-long film festival of cycling-related films at the Buskirk-Chumley Theater, we found new 
strengths, and a few challenges.  

Early commitment from the Bloomington Bicycle Club meant BCT Management Inc./Buskirk-Chumley 
Theater could move forward in reserving the film rights for Breaking Away and commit the Theater to 
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this event.  When Sue Aquila of the Bloomington Bagel Company brought a documentary film, Half the 
Road to our attention and offered to sponsor its inclusion in the day, BCTM was able to flesh out the 
day’s activities.   

Challenges 
Through collaboration with Open Streets, BCTM hoped to link daytime activity on the streets with the 
film showings.  Unfortunately, despite some support from nearby restaurants, the plan for Open Streets 
to occur in front of the Theater was not approved.  Delays in marketing execution caused by the wait to 
determine what the route of the Open Streets would be impacted the event further.  Consequently, 
joint marketing efforts were not as successful as we might have hoped.  It was difficult to combine all 
the information into one concrete marketing package, and this was further complicated by the lack of a 
cohesive location.   

Another disappointment included a very small attendance (25) for the Half the Road documentary.  
Despite special efforts in reaching out to biking enthusiasts through the Little 500 Association, only a 
very few made it out to this free screening.  BCTM has experienced similar difficulties in promoting 
documentary film in the past, but had hoped the involvement of so many cycling-oriented groups would 
insure a greater attendance.   
 

Successes 
However, Upland Brewing Company’s happy hour for local bike stores prior to the film involved another 
enthusiastic group, and further identified the Theater as a partner in cycling advocacy.   

Three intrepid filmmakers also created new short films for entry into the competition, bringing many of 
their friends with them to the screening.  Michelle Hartman, winner by audience vote, created this 
charming stop action short: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXjawI_wsCo&list=UU2gE02OIYE-GiK5-1KbAUCw  

And the runner up, by Andrew Hartman: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMSSbKIb4Vs  

Both go a long way to capture Bloomington’s culture of cycling in a form that can be shared in an 
ongoing way.   
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2015 Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular meetings occur on the 3rd Monday of each month,  
from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm, in the Hooker Conference Room  

at Bloomington City Hall, 401 N Morton St, Bloomington, IN 47402. 

 

• January 12, 2015 

• February 9, 2015 

• March 9, 2015 

• April 13, 2015 

• May 11, 2015 

• June 15, 2015 

• July 13, 2015 

• August 17, 2015 

• September 14, 2015 

• October 19, 2015 

• November 16, 2015 

• December 14, 2015 
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