MINUTES
BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY COMMISSION
10-22-2014

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS - 6:35 PM
Members present: Nick Metzger, Jim Rosenbarger, Paul Ash, and Mark Stosberg
Guests: Mary Boutain — Commission on Aging

Staff: Scott Robinson — Planning & Transportation, Vince Caristo — Planning &
Transportation — Commission Staff

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Jim Rosenbarger made a motion to approve the minutes from September 15™ with one
correction. Paul Ash seconded. The motion passed.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT

Mary Boutain is interested in healthy communities, active living, and specifically more
advocacy on walking for Bloomington. In the sprintg, she participated in an Active
Living Workshop hosted by the Center on Aging and Health by Design, and as part of her
follow-up from that she interested in just observing as this is her first time attending a
meeting of the BPSC. Mr. Rosenbarger mentioned that over time the Commission has
focused on walking, but with the Platinum Bicycle Friendly Community efforts their
recent focus has been mostly on bicycling the last several years. Mr. Stosberg mentioned
sidewalk closures during construction were recently discussed and Bloomington also
received a Walk Friendly Community designation. Discussion ensued and Mr.
Rosenbarger thanked Ms. Boutain for her interest and comments.

IV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS
Paul and Jim enjoyed the presentation by Professor Peter Norton at IU.

Mr. Stosberg mentioned the growth in electric bicycles and wondered how the laws, or if
any rules, apply to them differently.

Mr. Rosenbarger was glad to hear about MCCSC’s efforts with walking school bus
efforts at local elementary schools. He would like to invite them to a future meeting and
find out how the Commission may be able to help out.

REPORTS FROM STAFF

2014 Bikeways Improvements

Mr. Caristo gave an update on the progress of improvements underway this fall. Most
pavement markings have been completed. A map that illustrated the various locations
with on-street improvements was provided for reference. Commission members
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discussed the need for facilities along West 2" Street, west of Rogers to Patterson, as
another segment to consider. Right hook and near miss concerns over transition zones
from bike lanes ending at intersections at busy locations will need monitoring (3™ and
Indiana was discussed as an example).

Civil Streets Year 1 Final Report

Mr. Caristo said the grant has ended and he compiled a final report detailing the aspects
of the grant activities over the last year. An overview on the data for unsafe behaviors
was provided. He submitted another grant for next year. Mr. Ash asked if Civil Streets
efforts will continue without the grant and Mr. Caristo explained it would be limited to
activities not requiring capital expenses such as paid advertising, printing, and bike lights.

Local Motion Grant Update

The Buskirk Chumlety Theater completed their event on October 5 and submitted their
invoice and will provide a final report. Mr. Caristo attended part of the event and gave a
summary which matched the details in their grant application. Nothing else to report
from the other two grant recipients. Mr. Robinson explained that staff has tried several
times to get the grant recipients to get registered into the City’s vendor system, so their
funding can be properly allocated before the end of the year. Mr. Rosenbarger asked
staff to give firm deadlines and wondered if funds could go to others, such as the walking
school bus, if these grant applicant do not come to fruition.

OLD BUSINESS

Small Maintenance and Project List

Mr. Stosberg got some very thoughtful suggestions from Bloomigton Bicycle Club
members on network needs, which he will compile and provide for the Commission.
These suggestions are not ones currently on the growing list of ideas. Mr. Rosenbarger
said the list needs to be prioritized and paired down, keeping in mind the understanding
of small projects. All ideas are good ones to keep track of for helping to identify a range
of needs.

NEW BUSINESS

Longview Bike Lane

Mr. Caristo provided a summary of the existing bike lane specifications along Longview
Avenue and Kingston Drive. Mr. Stosberg raised previous concerns of the narrow width
and gutter for these bike lanes and Caristo explained that some segments do not meet
minimum design standards. Mr. Metzger asked if paving over the gutter would address
some design issues, but Mr. Robinson explained this creates a maintenance concern over
time because of the concrete gutter tends to cause an asphalt layer to crack with freeze
thaw cycles. All agreed the current bike lanes along Longview create a level of expected
protection that may not suffice for many cyclists with the narrow vehicle lane width of
ten feet wide with frequent bus traffic. Discussion ensued with other narrow bike lanes
and the trade off concerns with using sharrows and less confident cyclists. Commission
members all agreed that the bike lanes along Longview should be replaced with sharrow
markings given the existing profile of the roadway.
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TOPIC SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

Adjourned 7:05 PM
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