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PETITIONS CONTINUED TO MARCH 18, 2015: 
 
• V-4-15 Goodwill of Central Indiana  

512 S. College Mall Rd. 
Request: Variance from loading, entrance, and drive standards to allow a new 
loading dock on the south side of the building.  
Case Manager: Beth Rosenbarger 
 

PETITIONS TO BE HEARD: 
 

• V-6-15 Western & Southern Life Insurance Co.  
1720 N. Kinser Pike 
Request: Variance from signage standards to allow a new sign panel to be added 
to an existing sign.  
Case Manager: Eric Greulich 
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BLOOMINGTON HEARING OFFICER             CASE #: V-06-15  
STAFF REPORT               DATE: March 4, 2015 
LOCATION: 1720 N. Kinser Pike 
 
PETITIONER:  Western and Southern Life (United Maier Signs) 
    1030 Straight Street, Cincinnati, OH 
 
REQUEST: The petitioner is requesting a variance from sign standards to allow a new 
sign to be added to an existing freestanding sign. 
 
REPORT SUMMARY: The subject property is located at the southeast corner of N. 
Kinser Pike and SR 45/46 Bypass. The property is zoned Commercial Arterial (CA) and 
has been developed with a multi-tenant office building and surface parking lot. 
Surrounding land uses include a hotel to the east, a gas station and Harley Davidson 
dealership to the west, an office building to the south, and a grocery store and quarry pit 
to the north. 
 
The property has a 6’ tall, 60’ long brick wall that is located at the northwest corner of 
the property that is situated between the surface parking lot and the adjacent street.  
There are a row of shrubs at the base of the wall with other trees and landscaping along 
the wall. There is currently a 25 sq. ft. sign on the wall for a tenant in the building. The 
petitioner would like to add a 6 square foot sign to the existing freestanding sign/wall. 
Because there is an existing sign on the wall, all of the area between the existing sign 
and the proposed sign, measured to the ground, is counted as one "sign" and that area 
would be over 45 sq. ft. The actual amount of signage displayed with both signs will only 
be 31 sq. ft. The wall has historically had a large sign on it that exceeded 45 sq. ft. with 
previous tenants. 
 
The petitioner is requesting a variance from the maximum area allowed for a 
freestanding sign to allow for the new 6 sq. ft. panel to be added.  
 
CRITERIA AND FINDINGS 
 
20.09.130 e) Standards for Granting Variances from Development Standards: A 
variance from the development standards of the Unified Development Ordinance may 
be approved only upon determination in writing that each of the following criteria is met: 
 

1) The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general 
welfare of the community. 

 
STAFF FINDING: Staff finds that this variance request will not negatively affect the 
public health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the community. The wall has had 
signage placed on it previously that was greater than the amount of signage 
currently proposed, with no known negative impacts. 
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2) The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the 
Development Standards Variance will not be affected in a substantially adverse 
manner.   

 
STAFF FINDING: Staff finds no adverse impacts to the use and value of the 
surrounding area associated with the proposed variance. The overall amount of 
actual signage will be less than 45 sq. ft. and there will be no increase in the size of 
the current wall. 

 
3) The strict application of the terms of the Unified Development Ordinance will 

result in practical difficulties in the use of the property; that the practical 
difficulties are peculiar to the property in question; that the Development 
Standards Variance will relieve the practical difficulties. 

 
STAFF FINDING: Staff finds peculiar condition in that the wall was not designed as 
a multi-tenant sign. The placement of existing signage on the wall prevents another 
freestanding sign from being constructed at this location as well. The wall was 
placed along the length of the parking areas to screen and buffer the parking area 
from view of the adjacent public streets and so it was not originally designed to serve 
as a multi-tenant sign with defined panels that could be changed out. The building 
originally only had a single tenant with one large sign that covered the front wall. The 
wall also sits over 100’ from the 45/46 Bypass and 40’ from Kinser Pike, which 
reduces the impact of the presence and size.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: Based upon the written findings above, staff recommends 
approval of this petition with the following conditions: 
 

1. A sign permit is required prior to the placement of any new signage. 
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