Bloomington Community Farmers’ Market
Notice of Meeting
Monday, December 7, 2015 at 5:30 pm

Nick's English Hut — Hump Room
(812) 349-3738, veldmanm@bloomington.in.gov

AGENDA
1. Cdl to Order
2. Approva of Minutes
3. Public Comment
4. New Business
-Review Vendor Surveys
-Review Vendor and Customer Attendance
-GMO Policy Recommendation
-Review Other Policy Changes
-Review Plans for the Switchyard Park

5. Old Business

6. Adjournment



Bloomington Community Farmers’ Market
Advisory Council

Monday, December 14, 2015 Parks Conference Room
5:30 pm

Advisory Council Members Present
Anna Dale, Kathy Aiken, Leslie Burns, Carmen Siering, Rachel Rosolina, Janice Lilly.

Christina Jones, Bobbi Boos and Bruce McCallister were absent.
Market/City Staff

Marcia Veldman, Hanna Marriott, Kathleen Lay, Les Coyne, Robin Hobson
1. Call to Order

Leslie called the meeting to order.

2. Approval of Minutes
The August 2015 minutes were approved.

3. Public Comment
No public comment.

4. New Business

A. Review Vendor Surveys
Marcia presented the survey results from end-of season surveys presented to both
Farm Vendors and Prepared Foods Vendors.

B. Review Vendor and Customer Attendance
Marcia observed customer attendance has been pretty flat over the past three years,
but five of seven years prior to that saw double digit growth in customer counts. The
Tuesday Market numbers are dropping slightly. In August, staff met with Tuesday
Market vendors offering a forum for feedback and solutions to the sluggish event.
Vendors considered some alternative venues, but in the end they opted to stay put as
the Market is still worth their while. There was some discussion of whether a second
mid-week Market could be viable on the east side.

Regarding the vendor attendance results, numbers were down in 2015 with no
overflow at all occurring on Saturdays. On Tuesdays, lower numbers are justified by
satisfied vendors and low cost of putting on that Market. Les asked where the
competing Markets who draw current and former Bloomington vendors are. These
are Stinesville, Smithville, Spencer, Bean Blossom, and Columbus.

These smaller venues may be drawing off some local customers. Some past visitors
may feel more comfortable when they attend a less grand scale event. Bloomington is
the only Market in the state that strictly requires vendor participation and this may be
difficult for some smaller farm operators who opt to attend Markets closer to their
farms. There was a discussion of new vendors being disappointed with sales as they
get established. Large crowds do not necessarily mean lots of sales as relationships
need to be built over time. Les suggested introductory materials be presented to new
vendors as they start their vending experience in Bloomington. Highlighting new
farms to the public may be helpful and promote the long-range stability of the



Market. Working with our statewide Farmers” Market association as a resource for
vendors was discussed.

C. GMO Policy Recommendation
Marcia led a discussion of the proposed GMO policy that would require all GMO
produce, plants, farm vendor-produced Value Added products and Home Based
Vendor items containing GMO produce to be labelled as such. Customer interest in
this policy was the major driver of this proposed policy. Implementation is not
complicated and relies on vendors’ voluntary adherence. However, if credible
questions are brought up about any vendor’s compliance, staff will follow up. Due to
the small number of GMO produce items available for sale at Market, there is a
specific list that can be shared with all. Staff will be producing educational materials
that serve to share facts about GMO foods at Market. Marcia asked for a vote in
support of the policy. All were in favor.

D. Review Other Policy Changes
Marcia described a policy change consideration of making all table spaces available
for reservation and leaving no fewer than 9 spaces for unreserved vending spaces.
She noted the small spaces were very popular spots among vendors. The space
reservation meeting will be held around three weeks earlier than in the past, allowing
staff to have a longer period of time to finalize all applications and prepare for the
April season. The invasive species list in the Handbook has been expanded to include
plants listed on the state invasive species list. A number of invasive examples will
remain printed in the Handbook. QR codes and/or shortened links were suggested for
a link to this resource. Ed Burns’ lemons will be allowed to be added to his existing
Nature’s Mist product to make an insect repellant. The Handbook will be adjusted to
reflect the change that allows other vendor produced items to be added to worm
castings. Bobbi Boos has sold compost in the past, and, although it was not listed as
an allowable item in the Handbook, it was allowed. This year’s Handbook will reflect
this item as eligible if the production of the compost follows certain established best
practices. Bobbi’s bid to have a seed starting mix containing her compost, but also
containing about one third purchased elements, is more complicated. Marcia asked
for feedback on this item from the group. Janice suggested the April market may be
an appropriate time for the sale of this item. Marcia noted that in Bobbi’s request to
sell these items, she communicated how important it is to the viability of her farm.
The seed starting mix will be given consideration in the future, but Bobbi’s request to
sell this product came in too late relative to the start of the season to be approved.
Janice voiced support for having more products in April that would support the home
production of food in a time where the Market is not as full.

E. Review Plans for Switchyard Park
Marcia presented the preliminary plans, which were an outgrowth of master planning
process, for the Switchyard Park development and provided current concept maps for
viewing. The various proposed orientation of the potential features in the Switchyard
were highlighted and a discussion of various zoning, permitting and conservation
considerations ensued. As far as Market is concerned, a building, roughly located
near the Baugh building, is considered as a multi-use venue for Market and other
events and rentals. In proximity to this area is the “platform” area which includes a
large event space, splash pad, and other features. The building is conceptionalized
with large doors that make the space airy and open. About 400 parking spaces are
proposed to surround the site. This building could house a winter Market, a mid-week
Market or an additional Saturday Market.

5. Adjournment

Minutes submitted by Robin Hobson



