
Bloomington Community Farmers’ Market 
 
Notice of Meeting 
 
Monday, April 18 at 5:30 pm 
 
Parks Conference Room, Suite 250, City Hall 
(812) 349-3738, veldmanm@bloomington.in.gov 
 
 
 

AGENDA  
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 

3. Public Comment 
 

4. New Business 
 

-Introduction of New Members 
  -Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
  -Request to Sell Potting Soil and Seed Starting Mix 
  -Introduction of Innovative Farm Arrangements 
  -Discuss Timing of Space Reservation Meeting 
  -Review 2015 Budget 

     
5. Old Business 

 
6. Adjournment 

 
 



 
Bloomington Community Farmers’ Market  

Advisory Council 

   
Monday, April 18, 2016                                 Parks Conference Room 
5:30 pm  
  
Advisory Council Members Present  
Kathy Aiken, Leslie Burns, Carmen Siering, Rachel Rosolina, Janice Lilly, Bruce McCallister, 
Bobbie Boos. 

Rachel Byer was absent with notice. 

Public Present   
John Perry, Don Rhudy 

Market/City Staff   
Marcia Veldman, Robin Hobson  

1.   Call to Order  
Leslie called the meeting to order.  
  
2.   Approval of Minutes   
The December 2015 minutes were approved. 

3.   Public Comment  
No public comment.  

4.  New Business  
 

A. Introduction of New Members 
Rachel Beyer will attend the next meeting, which will be her first on the FMAC. Don 
Rhudy has applied to serve on the Council filling the seat vacated by Anna Dale, but 
has not been appointed by the Park Board. That appointment request will be brought 
to the Park Board at their May meeting. Introductions were made around the table. 

 
B. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

Leslie was re-elected as Chair and Carmen Siering was re-elected as Vice-Chair. 
 

C. Request to Sell Potting Soil and Seed Starting Mix 
Bobbi and John proposed to sell potting mix and seed starting mix, both as Crafted 
Non-Food Farm Products. Potting mix is made with 70% their compost, which they 
make with horse manure and spent brewery grains, by volume, and seed mix is made 
with purchased ingredients and contains 30% compost by volume. Products are 
packaged in plastic feed sacks with a sewn top. The admission of these products 
would require a change to the Vendor Handbook and mid-season changes of this 
nature are not usually undertaken except for legal changes that result in a positive set 
of circumstances for vendors (i.e. Home Based Vendor rules) and those changes 
which only affect a small number of vendors (i.e. allowing shrimp sales).  Marcia 
voiced reservations about entertaining this change due to the potentially unfair aspect 
that some other vendor may have been thinking about selling these types of things, 
but did not develop the notion for the current season. Taking this action may impart 
an unfair advantage to Sundry Farm. Janice noted that Sundry compost was sold last 
spring and that other vendors may have prepared their own enterprise since then and 



so it would not be unfair to allow the consideration of these new products containing 
compost, an ingredient which has to adhere to best practice guidelines set forth in the 
National Organic Standards. Bruce asked about the compost ingredients and their 
local origins. John responded the manure is gathered from a facility that would 
otherwise push it into a ravine and the spent grains come from local breweries. 
Product is aged for 5 months after about at least a 2 week composting process. Bruce 
voiced a reservation about setting a precedent by allowing this product type, but likes 
that local ingredients are used to create the base ingredient of the potting mix, 
compost. Janice summarized concerns from discussion on potting mix: not enough 
advance notice was given to other vendors who may have wanted to produce potting 
mix to get it in the Handbook, and the percentage of vendor produced ingredients in 
it. Marcia suggested that guidelines be established for products of this type with the 
guidance of vendors through the survey process. Carmen does not think allowing 
potting mix is a precedent that would loosen Market standards. Rachel recognized 
that the Crafted Non-Food designation is a kind of catch-all for products that do not 
otherwise fit the rules, but which are eligible to be sold. If allowed, potting soil 
would wind up as the 5th item under the categorization of Crafted Non-Food Farm 
Products. Janice motioned that potting soil be allowed, but not the seed mix. A 
second was voiced. The group agreed that seed mix was too reliant on purchased 
ingredients and thus should not be allowed. Potting soil ingredients will be listed in 
order by volume on the packaging and any potting soil sold at  
Market will contain no less than 70% compost produced by the vendor. Motion was 
approved with no objections. If staff take the advice of the Council on this point, 
newsletter notification will serve to let vendors know this product will be allowed 
and that changes will be incorporated into the Handbook for next season.   
 

D. Introduction of Innovative Farm Arrangements 
Marcia introduced two farm vending arrangements, which are new and not outlined 
by the current but considered to be in the spirit of the Market, and offered the 
situations up for future discussion by the group in May. First, Bread and Roses Farm, 
Bread and Roses Nursery and Mavourneen Farm, all three having the same Primary 
Vendor, Jonas Carpenter, as well as FMAC Member, Rachel Beyer, and Salem 
Williard as additional vendors. Marcia noted that all three entities are currently 
vending at the Market as Bread and Roses (and sometimes Mavourneen Farm) which 
is compliant at the start of the 2016 season with all terms of the contract, but as the 
operations develop in the future, may require some additional consideration. Jonas 
and Rachel would like to develop their own farm and possibly sell under their own 
contract. Salem would like to develop a separate farm on the same property as Bread 
and Roses Nursery, and sell in the future, possibly under his own contract. Jonas and 
Willard would like to continue to operate and sell as Bread and Roses Nursery. 
Marcia would like to investigate a way of allowing this arrangement without opening 
loop holes for other similar situations in the sanctioning language that would be to 
the detriment of the Market. In the case of Bread and Roses, the work of the Primary 
Vendor, Jonas, is spread over three separate farm entities.  
 
Second, FMAC member, Leslie Burns, has developed her farm for five years and has 
decided to lease the farm on a five year contract to an outside entity who will propose 
a business plan for the farm and vend at the Market while Leslie continues to make 
high level decisions on farm infrastructure. Leslie would like for the points earned by 
the renters at Market to apply to her name, even if new renters were to enter into a 
lease and sell at Market. This situation calls into question the basic definitions of 
Producer and Vendor, and the awarding of points as defined in the Vendor Handbook 
and Contract.  

 
More discussion will ensue on these topics during the May FMAC meeting.  
 



E. Discussion of Timing of Space Reservation Meeting 
A single comment was made by vendor to hold the Space Reservation during 
daylight hours. Saturday afternoon would be a weekend time that could be 
considered. The group briefly discussed but did not make a determination on the 
timing of the 2017 meeting. Bobbi suggested putting this on the survey to collect 
feedback. 
 

F. Review 2015 Budget 
Marcia reviewed salient points of last season’s budget. Prepared Foods Vending sales 
continue to grow and Info Alley rentals dropped off in 2015. The Market exceeded 
the cost recovery goal once again. Marcia would like this to mean that vendor fees 
stay the same next season, but this decision ultimately rests with the Parks Board. 
Prices may rise incrementally if, for example, increased expenses are anticipated in 
the Market’s future, i.e. the development of Market sites at the Switchyard.  

 
G. Request to Add Different Species of Wildcrafted Mushrooms 

A request was received from a vendor who wished to see the types of allowed 
wildcrafted mushrooms for sale at Market increased. Marcia reported that Marti 
Crouch is interested first in reviewing the process by which the current wildcrafted 
varieties were chosen. The customers’ safety and best interests are concerned in the 
process as the question is investigated. 

 
H. Coupon Distribution 

Bobbi asked about distributing coupons for product at her stall through the other 
vendors’ stalls. Staff feedback indicated this was a matter betweem Bobbi and the 
other vendors and that it did not require the permission of the Market.  
 
 

5.   Adjournment  

Minutes submitted by Robin Hobson   


