
City of Bloomington 
Telecommunication Council 

Business Meeting – July 7th, 2009 
 

Common Council Chambers 
City Hall at the Showers Building 

401 N. Morton St. 
 
I.  Members Present: Carl Zager, Eric Ost, Suzann Owen 
    Others in Attendance: Kevin Bowlen – ITS, Michael White – CATS 
 
* Meeting began with a report from CATS: Michael White, due to there not being a quorum of members present.  
 
IV. Reports 

1. CATS – Michael White 
• Listed monthly programming 
• Announced that Jeff Redkin had turned in more award winning features 
• Lenen Beasley produced over 60 television shows in the month of June. 

    
Suzann – How does a citizen request to see one of the programs you’ve listed? 
 
Michael – Call CATS  349-3111, or email CATS@MCPL.info. Program is done three weeks ahead.  If a person is 
willing to be patient, we can even schedule it when you want to see it.  Programs are shown on channel 7. 
 
Eric – I think having Studio B up and running is great!  Are there ways to inter-phase with the studio thru the internet?  
Is there a wire data track in the studio? 
 
Michael – I think there is on in the Studio B, but not sure if it has been lit up yet. 
 
Suzann – Have you heard anything from AT&T regarding the PEG channels on there U-verse system? 
 
Michael - The only thing I hear are the complaints from people on why they cannot retrieve the PEG channels. 
 
Eric – Are you receiving more of those complaints? 
 
Michael – It seems to more on a regular basis. 
 
Michael – Another question/comment in regards to back in the day when we had the local franchises, one important 
aspect of those franchises was the establishments of dedicated back feeds.  These are the dedicated cables thru which 
CATS conveys programming.  When those local franchises went away to the state, who is then supposed to maintain 
those back-feeds?  What happens when they break? 
 
Eric – That is a good question.  I believe that is referred to in the state law.  There are clauses that deal with pre –
existing franchise agreements.  I believe there is a clause that pertains to cable drops that we discussed months ago.  
We explicitly requested the city request continuance of those cable drops.  I would say that is part of the PEG info-
structure.  So it is something that would be continued under the clauses in the state agreement to the PEG info-
structure.  In terms of them failing, do you have a specific problem? 
 
Michael – Not so much concern with the city back-feeds, because things transfer thru fiber, but the county meetings 
are transferred across those back-feeds and some are very old. 
 
Carl – When you refer to the back-feed, I think I recall those back-feeds being funded by the franchise fees?  Do you 
recall that? 
 
Michael – No, I don’t recall any connection to the back-feeds, and franchise fees. 
 
Carl – Specifically, I’m recalling the back-feed at the MCCSC Administration building for example, which may not 
even be operable currently and is it going to be operable when they are done with renovations.  If is not operating, who 
is responsible for making it work?   I would suggest that CATS contact Mike Shear and /or  Karen Portle at MCCSC 
and try to ascertain the status of the module or back-feed at the administration building. 
 
Suzann – This may fall under the very vague language that we have been dealing with all along regarding the PEG 
channels.  Parts of section 27 of the state franchise law were read. 

 
 
 

mailto:CATS@MCPL.info


Now having a quorum 
 
II. Approval of Minutes: Request was made by Eric Ost that the approval of the June minutes be deferred to the August 
meeting when everyone has had a chance to read them. 
 
III. Public Comment – None 
 
IV. Reports 

1. Telecom Members  
Carl – This comment piggybacks off of what Michael has reported about the inquiries he is getting concerning 
AT&T U-verse system and the PEG channels.  It was mentioned in the local paper that a local radio station was 
dropping a local talk show and replacing it with a syndicated show.  This is just one more example of how local 
media is reducing coverage of local news and local events. 
 
Suzann – I’m concerned with local operations.  A consumer has no way of taking care of an issue on a weekend 
or holiday. 

 
2. ITS Dept. – Rick Dietz – No Report 
3. Comcast – No Report 
4. AT & T -  No Report 

 
V. Old Business 

     1.  Reports to City Council 
 Suzann –   We still have nothing to had to what was distributed last month.   Michael has given me a copy of 
their annual report.  I would like to get back with Michael to get a little more supplement information about the 
numbers he mentions on a monthly basis. 
 
Eric – Why not just make the copy of CATS annual report and add it has an appendix at the end. 
  

                   2.  Comcast, EAS, Local Emergency Overrides 
      Carl – I am still waiting on summary from Representative Pierce. 
 

                    3.  PEG Channels 
No information or changes 
 

      4.  Telecommunications Council Charter  
       
VI. New Business 

Carl –  I move that the city explore with the attorney’s, and with the IURC and determine whose responsibility it 
is for maintenance, or additions to the back-feeds info-structure that is necessary to provide the PEG channels to 
video service subscribers. 
 
Suzann – 2nd the motion, all present where in favor. 
 
This motion needs to be given to Rick Dietz. 
 

 VII. Adjournment 
  

Next Regular Meeting 
Tuesday August 4th, 2009 at 7:30 

Common Council Chambers in City Hall at the Showers Building 
401 N. Morton St. 

 
 
Submitted By: 
Stephanie Jachim 7-21-09 
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