
MINUTES 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 
Tuesday, November 10, 2009 

6:00 pm McCloskey Room, City Hall, 401 North Morton Street 
 

Roll Call: 
Members Present: Paul Schneller, Jim Sherman, George 
Huntington, Matt Laherty, Andy Davis, Dan Killion, Dave Rollo 

 
Regrets: Cynthia Schultz, Melissa Clark, Toby Strout, Bill 
Brown  
 
Staff Present: Adam Wason, Jeff Holabaugh 
 
Call to Order/Approval of Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm.   
 
Public Comment 
No public comment 
 
Announcements 
Dave Rollo discussed “Locals First” event from previous evening.  Dave also mentioned 
that the Peak Oil Task Force has finished their report.  Council will approve final report 
on November 18th.  Dave recommended article in “The Guardian” that discussed “peak 
oil” reporting.  Paul discussed alerting various media outlets to current issues regarding 
sustainability issues and proposed the possibility of creating a “media advisory list” of 
outlets to alert on behalf of BCOS.   
 
Approval of minutes 
Dan Killion needs to be added to September and October minutes.  Minutes for 
September and October were approved by general consent. 
 
Committee Reports 
Andy is now working with IU Office of Sustainability (Bike and Pedestrian 
Infrastructure) with transportation projects.   
 
Matt toured the water plant and was impressed with efficiency, management, and overall 
operations of plant.  He mentioned the possibility of saving up to 20% of bill by 
managing peak load effectively and recommended upgrading transformers and expanding 
the plant as a means to deal with unplanned outages, etc.  Matt feels there is little room 
for error at present capacity and stressed the need for an expansion of the system.   
 
Adam discussed Green Building Council plans to tour green homes.  Paul recommended 
a follow-up (focus group) of attendees to see what affect the tour had.   
 



Dan asked if there were currently any city ordinances or incentives to promote green 
building.  Adam mentioned the struggle to develop incentives for green building.  
Currently those incentives are through the uniform development ordinance: a height 
variance, etc. if you are constructing a green building.  Adam informed the commission 
that the state or federal levels are where the majority of incentives are currently.  
 
Committee feels that BCOS should take a look at assisting City in creating incentive 
packages for green building as a means to promote sustainability.  Dave asked if there are 
incentives or assistance through the Economic Development and Sustainability Office.  
Adam mentioned up to $125,000 in low-interest loans available to prospective businesses 
and continued by stating that a public hearing, the full disclosure of financials, and the 
overall process are a deterrent to some businesses looking to utilize the loans.  Several 
members of the committee recommended creating a grant writing specialist position in 
City to assist businesses with applying for available grants.   
 
Adam mentioned the planned creation of a “Grant Manager” position within the city.  
Dave recommended bringing in a wide variety of people, grant writers/specialists, 
legislators, etc. in a summit or workshop format to help interested parties in getting 
available grants.   
 
Adam informed the committee that the USGBC LEED Workshop scheduled for 
November 18th was cancelled due to under enrollment.  Adam mentioned the “I Buy 
Bloomington” campaign and involvement of Department of Economic and Sustainable 
Development.   
 
Adam noted posting of Sustainability Coordinator Position.  Andy discussed IU Office of 
Sustainability “greening” of the IU charette.     
 
Next Steps – Goals and Strategies—STAR 
Paul discussed the interest from the STAR Committee to get feedback and get working 
towards next report.  Paul also mentioned that the committee will be pushing for more 
resources to aid in developing the report.  George asked that comments on the press 
release be submitted by Monday the 15th.  Dave recommended Adam ask council during 
comment period if a more detailed report would be desirable.  Mike Tossick is working 
on developing some slides to discuss the report in more depth.  Committee recommends 
an introduction and brief overview of the report to Council on the 18th and a more in-
depth discussion (possible agenda item) at another meeting.  Paul feels the STAR 
committee presentation should focus on policy recommendations to council.  Andy 
recommends discussing the difficulty in obtaining proper data in developing the report.            
 
Committee to Slate Officers for 2010 
Paul suggests waiting until more members of the commission are present to move 
forward with slating of officers.  Committee agrees.       
 
Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 



 
 


