
Public Comments Concerning 
I-69 Section 4 (May Creek to State Road 37 segment) 

11-1-10 
 

Note from MPO staff:  All public comments have been arranged in the order they were 
received.  The comments have been copied verbatim with the following exceptions: email 
addresses have been removed from the “From:” line; the “To:” and “cc:” lines have 
been eliminated; and extra line spacing has been removed to condense the overall length 
of this document. 
             

From: Linda Greene 
Date: Sat, Oct 2, 2010 at 2:46 PM 
Subject: I-69 & TIP 
 
I urge you to omit I-69 from the TIP. The highway is a disaster and should be kept out of 
the TIP. I also urge you to read the attached article, which will give an picture of local 
opposition to the highway. 
 
http://www.bloomingtonalternative.com/node/10570 
 
Linda Greene 
7487 N. John Young Rd. 
Unionville, IN 47468 

 

From: Grey Larsen 
Date: Tue, Oct 26, 2010 at 7:57 AM 
Subject: I-69 amendment to MPO TIP 

Dear Members of the MPO. 
 
I am totally opposed to the construction of a new-terrain I-69. It is just plain nuts and 
corrupt to build a new-terrain highway. Whose interests would it serve? It would be far 
too expensive as well. 
 
We need to use and upgrade our existing roads instead, not running people off of the 
land. 
 
Please stand up to InDOT's threats.  Please vote NO to including I-69 in the TIP!  Please 
continue to support our quality of life in Bloomington and Monroe County! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Grey Larsen 
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============= 
Grey Larsen                   
http://www.GreyLarsen.com  
Author of The Essential Guide to Irish Flute and Tin Whistle     
Irish Flute Concerts and Educational Programs              
Producer, Mastering Engineer, Recording Engineer, Music 
Editor                                            
PO Box 2652, Bloomington, IN 47402-2652, USA 
 

From: Rupp, Robin F 
Date: Tue, Oct 26, 2010 at 5:20 PM 
Subject: no to I-69, please 

To all on the MPO, 
  
I would like to add my opinion to the mix. Please support local roads and oppose I‐69!  
  
Thanks for your hard work, 
Robin Rupp 
             

From: James R. Pennell 
Date: Tue, Oct 26, 2010 at 5:46 PM 
Subject: New terrain I-69 
 
As someone who dearly loves the southern part of our state and its natural beauty, please 
DO NOT SUPPORT the new terrain route between Evansville and Bloomington. This 
will result in destruction of forests, farmland, and natural beauty that we can never 
reverse. We also don't need the added expense, and have existing roads that could use the 
attention and funds. 
 
James and Greta Pennell 
Indianapolis 

 

From: Heidi Zurcher-Neely 
Date: Tue, Oct 26, 2010 at 7:14 PM 
Subject: Stop I-60 

Hello, 
I am opposed to the I-69 plan as it now stands.  It seems to be a complete waste of 
money.  There are certainly other ways to improve the compute from Evansville to 
Indianapolis than by wiping out so much of our farmland and communities. 
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I've been opposed to this proposed plan since it was first suggested years ago.  I can not 
understand why our Indiana government continues to push for it, when it is clearly 
opposed by so many.  It continues to make me wonder if there are some in the decision 
making process who will profit from this, because it doesn't seem logical. 
Please consider using/improving local roads and highways. 
Thank you, 
Brian and Heidi Neely 
(Greenwood) 
 

 

From: Cheek, Amy M 
Date: Wed, Oct 27, 2010 at 7:29 AM 
Subject: oppose new terrain I-69 

Hello,  

Please support local roads and oppose the new terrain I-69. The construction costs, 
destruction of farmland and forest, and limited road access are excellent reasons to 
oppose I-69. 

Sincerely,  

Amy Cheek 
410 Eastside Dr. 
Bloomington, IN 47401 
 

From: Kercheval, Aaron Christopher 
Date: Wed, Oct 27, 2010 at 12:38 PM 
Subject: I-69 amendment to MPO TIP 

To whom it concerns,  
 
My wife and I have lived for 18 years in a two-story, brick, Greek Revival farmhouse built in 
1865. We chose the house because of its historical significance and bucolic location. Currently, I-
69 will run 300 yards from our home. Of course, impact studies have concluded that the 
superhighway will not affect us. (Who makes up the criteria by which that is 
decided?!) Aesthetics are of the highest value to my wife and me. Our quality of life will be 
immeasurably harmed by the construction of this interstate highway, the stated need for which is 
still unconvincing. Sadly, I realize that for people who will profit from this endeavor, aesthetics is 
an abstract and insignificant issue. So let me address the harm that I-69 will do to us in terms 
that have more meaning for the money-minded.   
 
My wife and I will be cut off from Bloomington and Indiana University where we both work. We 
will have to drive two to three times as far every day to get to work as well as the social and arts 
events that were an important factor in our decision to move to Bloomington in the first place. 
This will triple our fuel costs, increase auto maintenance and repair costs and reduce the life span 
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of our cars. That is a lot of money coming directly out of our pockets! Also, spending triple the 
amount of time driving in increased traffic on local roads not designed for heavy traffic will rob us 
of an hour every day. (I realize increased driving time may fall into the aesthetics category for 
those who measure value only in terms of money, so feel free to move the last sentence to the 
first paragraph.) 
 
Regardless, building I-69 will cost my wife and me real money. Abstract projections of envisioned 
economic prosperity resulting from such projects are rarely realized. So I must conclude that 
someone is going to make money now. What I want to know is, who, (specific individuals and 
groups), is going to make money from our loss? 
 
Aaron Kercheval 
 
Aaron Kercheval, Ph.D. 
Indiana University School of Education 
akerchev@indiana.edu 
812.825.7506 
 

From: Venstra, Elizabeth 
Date: Fri, Oct 29, 2010 at 3:06 PM 
Subject: I-69 in TIP for MPO 

Dear folks of the MPO, 

I would like to share my concerns about INDOT’s request for you to include I-69 in the 
TIP, which I understand will come up at the meeting on November 5, which I will, 
unfortunately, be unable to attend.  To be fair, I will admit up front that perhaps you 
ought not to consider my comment, since I do not live in Monroe County (and I am 
speaking here as a private individual and not for B-TOP).  However, I do spend a great 
amount of time on a daily basis in Bloomington, so I am concerned about the future of 
the community, broadly defined.  Moreover, I-69 will impact residents of Greene County 
as well, so I am glad that so far the local leaders in the Bloomington/Monroe County 
government have been more enlightened on this matter than the local leaders in Solsberry 
seem to be! 

I hope you will resist INDOT’s pressure and vote no.  I do not believe I-69 will be a 
benefit to this area, but a detriment.  It will divide the areas it passes through and close 
local roads, forcing people to drive long distances around in some cases.  It will likely 
make it more difficult to promote alternative transportation in this area.  It may bring high 
volumes of heavy truck traffic, increasing emissions that could impact our health (not to 
mention increasing global warming) and decreasing safety due to the high speeds.  On the 
other hand, in the long run, it is likely to prove unnecessary, as the world will, perforce, 
be moving away from this type of transportation when we pass the point of ‘peak oil’. 

In my view, INDOT has consistently shown a disregard for the desires of our 
community.  Please don’t give in.   
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Thank you, 

Elizabeth Venstra 
Knowledge Management team 
UITS Online Support 
(812) 855-0459 
erytting@indiana.edu 
 

 

 

From: Chris Doran 
Date: Sat, Oct 30, 2010 at 11:48 AM 
Subject: Please do not include I-69 in TIP 
 

Dear Metropolitan Planning Organization:  
 
Please do not include I-69 in your Transportation Improvement Plan. There is nothing about I-69 
that will improve transportation for Monroe County or Bloomington. It will wreak irreparable 
damage on the quality of life in the region, and it is quality of life that makes Bloomington and the 
surrounding area unique and wonderful versus anywhere else in the state, or possibly even the 
entire country.  
 
As you are aware, residents of Bloomington and Monroe County are strongly opposed to this 
highway being built. Also as you are probably aware, the highway is by no means a done deal, 
and INDoT has not adequately disclosed how they are going to pay for it. Already they have 
cheapened many aspects.  
 
Also as you are aware, by INDoT's own rules, Section 4 does not have to built. Each section must 
prove its own independent utility. On that basis alone, there is clearly no utility for Section 4, 
which is overwhelmingly opposed by the very citizens it is supposed to benefit.  
 
I understand the state and INDoT are putting a great deal of pressure on the MPO and the mayor 
to include I-69 in the TIP. This is blatant bullying and should be denounced publicly. The citizens 
of the city and county will support you, as evidenced by the support shown for and leading to 
resolutions passed by both the city and county governments opposing I-69.  
 
Including I-69 in the TIP will help facilitate billions taken from other areas of the state that are 
already desperately underfunded. Indiana as a state is shameful in its provision of basic life 
amenities to the poor, unemployed, and those families with physical or mental disabilities. Again, 
Bloomington and Monroe County are different. And it is these differences in values that is the 
dominant reason Bloomington and the area is so cherished by its citizens, and so admired by so 
many others who wish they could live in a similar community.  
 
And it is why you should not only do the right thing, but do the thing expected and demanded by 
the overwhelming number of your constituents: VOTE NO TO INCLUDING I-69 in the TIP. 
 
Please!  
 
Regards,  
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Christopher Doran 
Tecumseh House, 817 North Jackson 
Bloomington, Indiana 47404  
 

 

 

 

From: CARR 
Date: Sun, Oct 31, 2010 at 4:56 PM 
Subject: Comments on MPO I-69 amendment 

Mr. Hess, 
 
Please distribute these comments to the members of the MPO. 
 
Thank you, 
Thomas Tokarski  
<>~<>~<>~<>~<>~<>~<>~<>~<>~<>~<> 
Thomas & Sandra Tokarski 
CARR 
PO Box 54 
Stanford, IN 47463 
carr@bluemarble.net 
812-825-9555 
800-515-6936 
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From: Morgan Hutton 
Date: Sun, Oct 31, 2010 at 7:22 PM 
Subject: public cmment regarding I-69 TIP amendment 
 
Please accept the attached public comment on behalf of The Greater Bloomington 
Chamber of Commerce regarding the I-69 TIP amendment. 
Morgan Hutton 
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Director of Advocacy 
The Greater Bloomington Chamber of Commerce 
400 West 7th Street, Ste. 102  
Bloomington, IN  47404 

   812.336.6381             812.336.0651 
 

 
 

 
The Greater Bloomington Chamber of Commerce urges the Bloomington/Monroe County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to amend the 2010‐2013 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) to include the Section 4 segment of I‐69 from May Creek to State 
Road 37. The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) has requested this TIP amendment 
to maintain the accelerated schedule to complete sections of I‐69 spanning from Evansville and 
into Monroe County. The Chamber recognizes that not all MPO members personally support I‐
69. This amendment is not intended to signify blanket approval of the project in its entirety or a 
specific route alternative or design. Construction is underway in Sections 1 through 3, and it is of 
critical importance that planning officials actively participate in the planning process to ensure a 
best case scenario for Sections 4 and 5 which fall in the MPO’s planning jurisdiction.  
 
I‐69 will have a measurable effect on our community with impacts to traffic flow, shipment of 
goods, access to area businesses and neighborhoods, emergency response, school bus routes, 
the environment and the overall aesthetics of the gateway into Bloomington and Monroe 
County. Granting this TIP amendment will signify the MPO’s intent to remain cooperative 
partners in the planning process and further the ability of the community to be involved in 
discussions and decision making as planning for the highway proceeds.  
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