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ORDINANCE 90-26
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 14,

"PEACE, SAFETY, AND MORALS" OF THE
BLOOMINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, the emergency alarm system in use in the City of Bloomington may
be activated by false alarms; and

_ WHEREAS, the Bloomington Police Department is concerned that false burglary
S and emergency alarm runs use valuable public safety resources; and

WHEREAS, the public of Bloomington is better served by a police force that can
respond in a timely manner to true emergency runs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA, THAT:
SECTION I: Chapter 14.40 shall be created to read as follows:

Chapter 14.40

False Emergency Alarms

Sections:

14.40.010 Reduction of False Emergency Alarms

14.40.020 Definitions

14.40.030 Prohibited Activity

14.40.040 Automatic Telephone Dialing Devices Prohibited
14.40.050 False Fire Alarms

14.40.060 Violation

14.40.010 Reduction of False Emergency Alarms

The purpose of this chapter is hereby declared to be the reduction of false burglary and
emergency alarms, which waste public safety resources.

14.40.020  Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:

(a)  "Alarm Agent” means any person who is employed by an alarm
business, whose duties include selling, maintaining, leasing,
or repairing an alarm system on or in any building, structure,
facility or grounds.

(b)  "Alarm System" means any device used for the detection of an
unauthorized entry or attempted entry into a building, structure,
facility or grounds, or for alerting others of the commission of
an unlawful act within a building, structure, facility or
grounds, which when activated causes notification to be made
directly or indirectly to the Bloomington Police Department.

(c)  For the purpose of this chapter an alarm system shall not include:

(1)  An alarm designed so that the Bloomington Police Department
is not notified until after the occupants, the owner or his
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(d)

14.40.030

It shall be unlawful for a person who controls or occupies a property or premises on
which an alarm system is installed to issue, cause to be issued, or permit the issuance of
more than three (3) false alarms in a calendar year, which are transmitted 1o the
Bloomington Police Department. For the purpose of this chapter, a property controller

agent, or an alarm agent has checked the alarm site and deter-
mined that the alarm was the result of the type of activity for

which the alarm system was designed to give notice.

(2) An alarm which alerts only the occupants of the property
on which the alarm is located.

(3)  An alarm installed upon property occupied by an agency of
the United States, the State of Indiana, or any political
subdivisions thereof.

"False Alarm" is a burglar or emergency alarm signal received at

the Bloomington Police Department or the alarm monitoring company,
that is from causes other than burglary, attempted burglary, or severe

weather conditions. Such causes include human error, improper
maintenance, improper installation, faulty equipment, electrical or
mechanical malfunction, or excessive sensitivity, but do not include
signals when a timely and proper call is made to police, canceling
any response needed to the alarm.

Prohibited Activity

1s a person who controls or occupies property.

A person who controls property on which an alarm system is installed shall receive a
warning from the Bloomington Police Department for the first three (3) false alarms

issued by such alarm system during a calendar year.

14.40.060

(2)

(b)

()

SECTION II: Section 14.36.020 Automatic Telephone Dialing Devices Prohibited shall

Violation

Any police officer may issue a notice of ordinance violation
after the fourth or subsequent false alarm has been made, to
any person who controls the property.. Such notice may be
served in person or by certified mail.

The fine for the first ordinance violation cited at the same
location will be twenty-five dollars ($25.00), with the fine

for each subsequent offense of this chapter occurring during -
the same calendar year, increasing by an increment of twenty-
five dollars ($25.00). The first and second citations may be
paid to the City of Bloomington Legal Department within seventy-
two (72) hours of the issuance of the citation, in full satis-
faction of the assessed penalty. In the event that such _
payment is not made within the prescribed period, proceedings
shall be filed in the Monroe County Court. Any third or subse-
quent citation must be paid through the Monroe County Court,
as per 1. C. 33-6-3-1(d).

For the purpose of citation accrual, a new period shall start
at the beginning of each calendar year.

be renumbered as 14.40.040.

SECTION III: Section 14.36.010 False Fire Alarms shall be renumbered as 14.40.050.

SECTION IV: Section 14.36.070 Injury to Fire Alarm System shall be repealed.




SECTION V. The title of Title 14 shall be amended to read
"Peace and Safety" wherever such appears in the Bloomington
Municipal Code.

SECTION VI. Severability.

If any section, sentence or provision of this ordinance, or the
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be
declared invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any of the
other sgections, sentences, provisions, or applications of this
ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision
or application, and to this end the provisions of this ordinance
are declared to be severable.

Section VII. This QOrdinance shall be in full force and effect
from and after passage by the Common Council of the City of
Bloomington, approval of the Mayor and promulgation according to
law.

PASSED and ADOPTED by the Common Council of the City of

Bloomington, County of Monroe, Indiana, upon this o day of
\Lﬂ}t‘ffﬁwﬂ f 1990-
Y }
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Iris Klesllng, Coun011 President
Bloomington Common Council

ATTEST:
¢
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Patricia Williams, City Clerk

PRESENTED by me to the Mayor of the City of Bloomington, Monroe
County, Indiana, upon this & day of 5%L£r , 1990.
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Patricia wllllams City Clerk

SIGNED and APPROVED by me upon this 2  day of %%N&%m ,
1990.

Tomilea Allison, Mayor
City of Bloomington

SYNOPSIS

This Ordinance provides that if more than three (3) false
alarms are made from one property in a calendar year, a series of
escalating fines will be assessed against the property
controller. This Ordinance also repeals the prior Code sectlon
pertaining to injury to the City Fire Alarm System.




Claim No. Warrant No.
IN FAVOR OF
Herald-Telephone

P.0O. Box 909, Bloomington, TN 47402
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ON ACCOUNT OF APPROPRIATION FOR

Appropriation No.3J/el &6 &2

FAAhhA kA hrhrdddhdrh b hrhbdadrh b ki

Allowed , 19

In the Sum of $
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I have examined the within claim

and hereby certify as follows:

That it is in proper form.

That it is duly authenticated
as reguired by law.

That it is based upon statutory
authority.

That it is apparently (correct)
(incorrect) .

I certify that the within c¢lalm
igs true and correct; that the
services therein itemized and for
which charge is made were ordered
by me and necessary to the public
business.
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= Pail-Number of lines

ORD 90--26 ORDI

Form Pirrescribed by State Board of Accounts General Form #99P (Rev 1987)
CTTY - PUBLIC WORKS T0: Herald-Times Dr.

- (Governmental Unit) _ Box 909
Monroe: County, Indiana Bloomington, IN 47402

: PUBLISHER’S CLAIM
LINE COUNT

Display Matter (Must not exceed 2 actual lines, neither of which shall
total more than four so0lid lines of the type in which the body of the
Advert . sement is set)-Number of egquivalent lines
Head-Number of lines
Body-Niimber of lines

Tota.. number of lines in notice

COMPUTATION OF CHARGES:

143 lines 1 COLUMN wide, equals 143 equivalent lines
at 0.330 cents per line...... it iinirrsecetannnseacesannncsen $47.19
Additional Charges for notices containing rule
or takilar work (50% of above amount) ...ttt iernsceaaannnas
Charge for extra proofs of publication...eeeiieeeeeecennrenann
($1.00 for each proof in excess of two)
TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLATM. . . v vt v it e reseoseenonersenassnasssanscsssssa $47.19
DATA FDR COMPUTING COST
Wid:th of Single Column 12.5 ems Size of type 6 point

Numoser of insertions 1 time

Pursuait to the provisions and penalties of Ch 155, Acts 1953.

I herzby certify that the foregoing is just and correct, that the amount
claimed is legally due, after allowing all just credits, and that no part
of the same has been paid. -
%}jgf}ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Date: 27/20. , 1990 Title: billing/clerk

PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT

State of Indiana, Monroe County) @ ss
Personally appeared before me, a notary pubklic in and
for said county and state, the undersigned, Leah Leahy
who, being duly sworn, says that she is billing clerk
for the Herald-Times newspaper of general
circulation printed and published in the English
language in the city of Bloomington in state and county
aforesaid, and that the printed matter attached hereto
is a true copy, which was duly published in said paper
for 1 time times(s), the dates of publication being as
follows:

: 1990:

Subscribed and sworn to before me 07/20 ,1990

YA Aoqwééﬁf Notary Public
Monroe Co. 4ndiana  # o JORAD. HODGE
My Commission expires TARY PUBLIC STATE OF INDIANA
e MENROE-EOHNTY

MY COMMUSSION EXP Lax 10 tans



