ORDINANCE 79-59

To Repeal and Re-Enact Chapter 4.24 of the
Bloomington Municipal Code, Entitled "Taxicabs"

_ BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BLOOMINGTON, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA, THAT:

Section 1. Chapter 4,24 of the Bloomington Municipal Code,
entitled “"Taxicabs", shall be repealed and re-enacted as follows:

Chapter 4.24

TAXICABS
Sections:
4.24,010 Definition.
4.24.020 Operation generally.
4.24,030 Business license - Required.
4,24,040 Business license - Application.
4,24.050 PBusiness license - Insurance reguired.
4.24,060 Business license - Facilities required.
4,24.070 Business license - Safety inspection required.
4.24,080 Business license - Issuance.
4,24,090 Business license ~ Information.
4,24,100 Business license - Term and fee.
4.24,110 Taxicabs - Fare card.
4,24,120 Taxicabsg - Driver card.
4,24,130 Taxicabs -~ Signs.
4.24.140 Adeqguate Service.
4,24,150 Complaints.
4.24,160 Suspension and revocation of license.
4,24,170 Penalty.
4.24,010  Definition. "Taxicab" shall mean any motor vehicle

designed and constructed to accomodate and transport passengers,
not more than six (6) in number, not including the driver, which
does not operate over any definite and designated routes within
the city, and the destination of which is designated by the
passenger or passengers at the time of such transportation.

4.24.020 Operations generally. It shall be unlawful to drive
or operate a taxicab in the city except in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.

4.24.030 Business license = Reguired. It shall be unlawful
to drive or operate a taxicab in the city without first having
secured a license to do so as provided by this chapter,

4,24,040 Business license - Application. Any person who in-
tends to operate a new taxicab company, renew an existing taxicab
license or expand existing service in the c¢ity shall file an appli-
catlion form with the city controller. Such application shall be in
writing, signed and duly sworn by the applicant, and shall contain
the following information:

(a)

The name and address of the person, partnership, firm or
corporation reguesting the license and, if the applicant
is a firm or partnership, the name and addresg of each
of the officers;

(b) A list of the make, model, factory number and state
license number of each motor wvehicle to be used as a
taxicab:

A statement that the applicant owns the vehicles described
in subsection (b) above and that the applicant will oper-
ate these vehicles in providing taxicab service; and

(¢}

(d) A statement that the applicant is financially able to _
render taxicab service, has adequate resources and finan-
cial/backing, and has insurance sufficient to meet the

current requirements of the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles.



4.24,050 Business licenge - Insurance reguired. HNo license to
operate a taxicab shall be issued unless the applicant files with
the city controller a written statement from the applicant's in-
surer stating that the applicant has a policy of public liability
and property damage insurance in a sum sufficient to meet the
requirements of the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles,

4.24,.060 Business license ~ PFacilities reguired. No license
to operate a taxicab shall be i1ssued unlesg the applicant has an
office in the city from which to control the operation of the taxi-
cab company. Such office shall be equipped with a parking lot
sufficient to accommodate all licensed taxicabs.

4.24.070 Business license - BSafety inspection required. (a)
No license shall be issued to operate a taxicab unless the chief
of police or his designee has made a safety inspection of each
vehicle designated in the application. The chief of police shall
send a report of the inspection and hig recommendation to the
contrxoller-as scon as the inspection is completed.

(b) It shall be unlawful to operate a taxicab which has not
been inspected by the chief of police or his designee and found
to he safe to operate.

4.24.080 Business license - Issuance. (a) The controller
shall within fourteen (l4) days of recelpt of the completed appli-
cation issue the business license to the applicant provided there
is compliance with all other provisions of this chapter.

(b) If the controller fails to issue the license within four-
teen (14) days of completion of the application, the applicant
may appeal the denial to the board of public works. The board
shall at its next regularly scheduled meeting determine whether
the applicant has complied with all provisions of this chapter
and shall authorize the controller to issue the license if there
ig such compliance.

4,.24,.090 Business license -~ Information. (a) The following
information shall be included on the business license and shall
be kept current:

(1) the name and address of the licensee;

(2) the name and address of the taxicab company;

(3 a list of the make, model, factory number, state license
number and city license plate number of each motor vehicle
to be used as a taxicab;

(4} a statement that the licensee has sufficient insurance to
meet state regquirements;

{(5) a schedule of fares and rates; and

(6) the date of issuance of the license with the signature
of the contreller.

(b) If a change is made in the information contained in the
license, the o0ld license shall be delivered to the controller, can-
celled and destroyed and a new license issued in its place.

4.24.100 Business license - Term and fee. The license shall be
valid for a period of one year from the date of issuance, The fee
for a taxicab license shall be ten deollars (310.00) and shall be
paid to the city controller in the form of either cash or certified
check,

4.24.110 Taxicabs - Fare Card. (g) Every licensed taxicab shall
be equipped with a card prominently displayed showing the fares
and rates to be charged for the transportation of passengers and
baggage.

(b) It shall be unlawful to collect fares and charges other
than those specified on the business license and fare card.
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4.24.120 Taxicabs - Driver Card. Every licensed taxicab shall
be eguipped with a card prominently displayed showing the name and
photograph of the driver operating the taxicab.

'4.24.130 Taxicabs - Signs. Any motor vehicle licensed as a
taxicab shall be designated by the name of the company as it appears
on the business license and the name shall be printed in legible
letters on each side of the vehicle that are readable at one hundred
fifty feet (150 ft.) or more by the naked eye by a person with normal
vision, Licensed taxicabs shall not be painted in any manner that
tends to deceive the public.

4,24,140 Adequate Service. All licensed taxicab companies
shall provide service to the public on a city~wide basis twenty=-
four (24) hours a day of the year. Service may be temporarily
discontinued provided that adequate notice is given the press at
least forty-eight (48) hours in advance.

4.24.150 Complaints. All complaints against licensed taxicab
companies shall be referred to the board of public works. If a
preliminary investigation determines that a violation of this chap-
ter has occurred, the complaint may either be referred to the board
of public works for a public hearing on the suspension or revocation
of the license under section 4.24.160 of this chapter or to the
legal department for action under section 4.24.170 of this chapter.

4.24,160 Suspension and revocation of license. Any license
properly issued under the terms and conditions of this chapter
may be revoked or suspended by the board of public works upon the
failure of the owner or operator to operate any taxicab in compliance
with the terms of this chapter. The owner or operator shall be given
five (5) days written notice of such violation, and upon public
hearing and adequate proof of noncompliance the license may be sus-
pended or revoked.

4,24,170 Penalty.. Any person violating any of the provisions
or failing to comply with any of the mandatory requirements of this
chapter shall be subject to a fine of not more than one thousand
(§1,000.00) dollars or to suspension or revocation of the taxicab
license. Each day that a violation of this chapter continues shall
constitute a separate violation.

SECTION II. Severability. If any section, sentence, or pro-
vision of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person
or circumstance shall be declared invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect any of the other parts of this ordinance which can be given
effect without the invalid part, and to this end the provisions of
this chapter are declared to be severable,

SECTION III. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect
from and after its passage by the Common Council and approval by the
Mayor and with publication and promulgation regquired by law,

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Common Co ncLl of the City of Blooming-

ton, Monroe County, Indiana, upon this // ‘day of b%ft/yy ke '
1979. o
m,--"? N P ‘ ‘,/"‘ ,"-5‘3 s ff -
e e L R S tdﬁ‘_,fi,/(fz;%szyxj

TOMILEA ALLISON, Presgident
Bloomington Common Council

KAREL DOLNICK Clty Clerk

rese ted by e to the Mayor of the ity of Bloomington, Monroe
Coun na, upon thig —ﬂj%day of ' {iifieg 7, 1979,
{7

/%j§7{9 u«z/ﬁ 44

KAREL DOLNICK Clty Clerk
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SIGNED and APPROVED by me thiscgﬁfﬁaay of {Qiﬂ & 1979.

Francis X. McCloskey, Mayoqi}
City of Bloomington

SYNOPSIS

This ordinance, sponsored by Councilmember Richardson, re-
organizes and streamlines current regulations on taxicabs. A
few new requirements have been added, including a provision for
referring complaints to the Board of Public Works and a requir
ment that taxicab companies charge consgistert fares. Other
major revisions include the removal of provisions that may en-
courage a monopoly, sustitution of the Controller for the Common
Council in the licensing process, less stringent requirements for
opening a new taxicab company, lowered license fees, and deletion
of regulations on designating taxicabs.,
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