ORDINANCE NO. 77- @SJ

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING EMERGENCY
VEHICLE LANES

WHEREAS, it i1s necessary that the motor vehicles of the
Fire and Police Departments of the City of Bloomington as well as
other emergency and rescue vehicles have a free and unobstructed
means Of access to buildings in the City which are used or occupied
for multi-family, business or commercial purposes; and

WHEREAS, in order to accomplish such purpose it is necessary
to provide and maintain open areas of lanes, alleys, privately-

owned public parking lots, driveways, and service areas which will

at all times be available for use by such vehicles:

NOwW, THEREFQRE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA:

SECTION 1. That Section 18.04.120 as previously enacted
by Ordinance 74-56 be added to the Fire Prevention Code of the

City Code of Bloomington.

18.04.120.00 Parking Adjacent to Building.

(a) It shall be unlawful to cause or permit any
vehicle or other obstacle to stand or remain in

any lane, alley, privately-owned public parking

lot, driveway, or service areas, within sixteen

feet of any building, accessory structure or side~

walk which is immediately adjacent to or attached

to any building, where such building is occupied by

more than two families or is occupied for commercial,

professional, religiocus, or other type of occupancy
or assembly, in such a manner as would obstruct the
free passage of the Fire Department vehicles, Police
cars, emergency or rescue vehicles, or any other ve-
hicles performing a public or emergency function,
except for such time as is necessary for the taking
on or unloading of passengers or merchandise, except
properly identified vehicles of handicapped or dis-
abled individuals, unless a nearly suitable desig-
nated space is available.

{b) Wherethere are arecas  inaccessible to vehicilar
traffic between a lane, alley, privately owned
public parking lot, driveway, or service area and
any building, accessory structure or sidewalk immed-
iately adjacent t&6 or attached to any building, the
restricted area of sixteen feet shall be measured
from the inaccessible agreas abutting the lane, alley,
privately owned public parking lot, driveway, or
service area and a sixteen foot emergency vehicle
lane established so as to permit free and continuous
passage of emergency vehicles.



(c) The Fire Department of the City of Bloomington
shall inspect the area surrounding all buildings

to which this section applies, and the Fire Chief
shall determine the location of emergency vehicle
lanes established herein and he shall notify the
property owners affected thereby in writing, to-
gether with a notation as to the number of signs
deemed necessary by the Fire Department in order

to properly notify vehicle drivers of the existence
and location of emergency vehicle lanes; provided,
that is where it is the technical, expert opinion
of the Fire Chief that compliance with (a) or (b)
above would not serve to further the purposes in-
tended by this section, he shall advise the affected
property owners or managers that such compliance,
in part or in full, is waived.

(d) The traffic control devices designating the
emergency vehicle lanes shall be approved by the
Department of Transportation of the City of Bloomington
but shall not be in conflict with the Indiana Manual

of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The erection

and maintenance of such traffic control devices shall
be the responsibility of each property owner.

18.04,120.10 Enforcement. .

(a) It shall be the joint duty of the officers of
the Police Department and the officers of the Fire
bepartment to enforce the provisions of this section.

{b) Toc aid in the enforcement of this section the
Fire Chief shall obtain from each property owner,
lessee or person in possession of property covered

by this ordinance an affidavit granting permission
and consent to the towing away of any personal
property which is obstructing emergency vehicle
lanes. The original affidavits shall be kept on file
in the City Attorney's office with duplicates filed
in the Fire Chief's office.

18.04.,120.20 Penalties.

{a) Failure to erect or maintain the emergency
vehicle lane signs or lanes as directed by the Fire
Department shall be unlawful and subject to the
penalties provided in Section 18.04.110(a).

{b) Persons violating subsection 18.04.120.00 (a}
or (b} shall be subject to the following penalties:
(1) A fine in the amount of ten dollars ($10.00); and
{(2) Enforced removal cof the vehicle or obstacle
parked, standing, or remaining in violation.

18.04.120.30 Severability.

If a part of this section is invalid, all valid
parts that are severable from the invalid part re-
main in effect. If a part of this section is in-
valid in one or more of its applications, the part
remains in effect in all valid applications that
are severable from the invalid applications.

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect
from and after its passage, promulgation, approval by the Mayor,
and publication in accordance with the law.

Passed and adopted by the Common Council of the City of

-
Bloomington, Indiana, on the ¥ day of&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ\{ﬁf/ , 1977.
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Thémas 0 Mid&leton, Pregsident
Bloomington Common Council
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%arel Dolnick, City Clerk

Presented by me to the Mayor of the City of Bloomington,

Indiana, upon the iégday of gﬁp%%ﬁkééfz , 1977, at the hour of
-

ﬁ; o'clockjizdn.

onnors, Députy City Clerk

: kﬂ/fgta M.
Signed and approved by m& upon tJ! (Q day of Sgiﬁ:m’@ V/,

1977, at the hour of é% o‘clock{?.m.

Francis X. McCloskey, Mayor
City of Bloomington




Synopsis
Ordinance 77-65

Ra_tifying An Ordinance
Concerning Emergency Vehicle
Lanes

Indiana law empowers cities to enact ordinances to regulate ,
license and prohibit any use of property which endangers public
health and safety or causes injury to property.The present Ordinance
is identical to Ordinance 74-56 which prohibited parking adjacent

to buildings in such a way as would obstruct free passage emergency
or rescue vehicles. The Book Publishing Company omitted the
Ordinance from the Code update just promulgated and, therefore,

the Legal Department recommends the enactment of a ratification
Ordinance so that there will be no lapse in enforcement.IC18-~1-1.5-6.
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