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RESOLUTION 2024-14
TO PROTECT INDIVIDUALS SEEKING GENDER AFFIRMING CARE

WHEREAS, in 2023, the Indiana General Assembly passed Senate Bill 480, banning gender-affirming
healthcare for transgender and gender diverse Hoosiers under the age of 18; and

WHEREAS, gender affirming healthcare has been proven to be evidence-based, medically necessary,
and lifesaving by the American Medical Association!, the American Academy of Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry?, the American Academy of Pediatrics®, the Endocrine
Society?, the American Psychiatric Association®, and the World Professional Association
for Transgender Health®, among other institutions; and

WHEREAS, studies have shown that gender transition, including access to gender-affirming
healthcare, improves the overall wellbeing of transgender people and that access to
gender-affirming healthcare for youth is associated with better mental health outcomes
and lower risks of suicide’; and

WHEREAS, multiple healthcare institutions across the country, including in Indiana, have scaled back
or have considered scaling back gender-affirming healthcare services in response to legal
challenges, perception of legal risk, harassment, or threats of violence; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to exercise the authority vested in the City of
Bloomington, including the coordinated and integrated direction, supervision, and control
of all City of Bloomington departments, boards, commissions, and other agencies, to
protect healthcare professionals and persons lawfully seeking, receiving, and assisting
another individual in seeking or receiving gender-affirming healthcare in the City of
Bloomington; and

WHEREAS, Bloomington Municipal Code Section 2.23.110 sets out the policy of the City of
Bloomington to not discriminate on the basis of sex, sexual orientation, or gender
identity; and

WHEREAS, the Bloomington/Monroe County Human Rights Commission is charged by the City of
Bloomington and by Monroe County with investigating complaints filed with the
Commission and with enforcing the respective Human Rights Ordinances of both the
City of Bloomington and Monroe County; and

WHEREAS, the Bloomington/Monroe County Human Rights Commission fully supports this
resolution, the draft of which was approved by the Commission on January 22, 2024;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF BLOOMINGTON, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA THAT:
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Section 1. The Mayor and Council hereby declare the City of Bloomington a Safe Haven for Gender
Affirming Healthcare, adopting the following Gender-Affirming Healthcare Policy:

Gender-affirming healthcare is defined as any combination of medical, surgical, mental health,
and non-medical services designed to support and affirm an individual’s gender identity.

1. City personnel shall not impose administrative penalties on an individual or organization
for providing, seeking, receiving, or assisting another individual who is seeking or receiving
gender-affirming healthcare, except as otherwise required by law.

2. In the event any law or regulation is passed in the State of Indiana that imposes civil
liability, administrative penalties, or professional sanctions on an individual or organization
for providing, seeking, receiving, or assisting another individual who is seeking or receiving
gender-affirming healthcare, city personnel shall make enforcement of said law or regulation
a low priority.

3. City personnel shall not enforce laws of other jurisdictions that impose civil liability,
administrative penalties, or professional sanctions, on an individual or organization for
providing, seeking, receiving, or assisting another individual who is seeking or receiving
gender-affirming healthcare, except as otherwise required by law.

4. City personnel shall not respond to any request for information from another jurisdiction if
the request is related to that jurisdiction’s laws, rules, or regulations imposing criminal
punishment, civil liability, administrative penalties, or professional sanctions, on an
individual or organization for providing, seeking, receiving, or assisting another individual
who is seeking or receiving gender-affirming healthcare, except as otherwise required by
law.

5. City personnel shall not enforce or facilitate the collection of any judgment of another
jurisdiction to the extent the judgment arises out of a cause of action in that jurisdiction based
on providing, seeking, receiving, or assisting another individual who is seeking or receiving
gender-affirming healthcare, except as otherwise provided by law.

Section 2. If any section, sentence or provision of this resolution, or application thereof to any person or
circumstances shall be declared invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any of the other sections,
sentences, provisions or application of this resolution which can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this resolution are declared to be severable.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Common Council of the City of Bloomington, Monroe County,
Indiana, upon this 12 dayof  June ,2024.

ISABEL PIEDMONT-SMITH, President
Bloomington Common Council

ATTEST:

V] S e

NICOLE BOLDEN, Clerk
City of Bloomington

PRES]%NTED by me to the Mayor of the City of Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana upon this
/3 dayof ou ,2024.
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NICOLE BOLDEN, Clerk
City of Bloomington




SIGNED and APPROVED by me upon this I l day of JZ)M/ , 2024,

SYNOPSIS

This resolution is sponsored by Councilmember Daily and Councilmember Flaherty and comes forward
on the recommendation of the Bloomington/Monroe County Human Rights Commission. The resolution
acknowledges the importance of access to gender affirming healthcare and notes that such access has
come under recent threat. The resolution adopts a Gender-Affirming Healthcare Policy to be followed
by city personnel.
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