
ORDINANCE 14-26 

TO AMEND TITLE TWO OF THE BLOOMINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED 
"ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL" 

(Amending Section 2.08.020 which Sets Fqrth General Provisions for the Establishment, 
Membership, and Operation of Bolu'd;", Commissions, and Councils, and 

Amending Section 2.23.090(d) to Bringthe'l±ixfflre.tion Date of the Commission on Aging in Line 
with Other Such L<?cal Entities) 

WHEREAS, the Office of the City Clerk works in concert with the Office of the Mayor to coordinate 
and facilitate appointments to the City's two dozen boards, commissions, and councils; and 

WHEREAS, the Office of City Clerk has found over the years that the expiration date for many 
appointments to the City's boards, commissions, and councils do not coincide with the 
scheme of staggered terms set forth in the Bloomington Municipal Code (BMC); and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.08.020 (2) of the BMC, entitled "Terms," established staggered, two-year terms 
ending on January 31st for the City's boards, commissions, and councils, unless state Code 
or city ordinance specify otherwise; and 

WHEREAS, that provision was part of the repeal and re-enactment of many sections of Title 2 in 1983 
and, after the establishment of additional boards, commissions and councils, and hundreds 
of resignations, vacancies, appointments and re-appointments over the last three decades, 
the reconstruction of that history in order to correct those terms cannot be done without 
great time, effort, and uncertainty; and 
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WHEREAS, in order to return to stiggered~ermsliin'il·-after consultation with the Office of the Mayor, 
the Office of City Clerk prepared a Propo.ced Board and Commission Term Expiration 
Dates (Proposal), which was presented to, and approved by, the Council Rules Committee; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Proposal lists the: board, commission, or council; length of appointments; legislative 
authority; numbered "seats" for each appointing authority; and, 

WHEREAS, along with the goal of reinstituting staggered terms, the proposed expiration dates were 
also assigned with the goal·ef not reducing the term of any appointment and not allowing a 
term of any appointment to exceed four years; and 

WHEREAS, in addition the Office of City Clerk identified one local commission which does not expire 
on January 31st in conformance with all other local commissions; and 

WHEREAS, along with the foregoing changes, the ordinance also addresses housekeeping issues 
arising from a review of2.08.020 (General Provisions) that: 
o revise the first sentence to rephrase the general exception for statutes and ordinances 

that specify a different manner for exercising powers via boards, commissions, and 
councils and removes a redundaN,reference to this exception in BMC 2.08.020(8) 
(Parliamentary Procedure};'''' i, 

o remove an out-of-date reference to ''ari~as-intended-for-annexation" in BMC 
2.08.020(3) (Residential Requirements); and, 

o authorize boards, commissions, and councils to appoint a non-member to serve as 
secretary; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BLOOMINGTON, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA, THAT: 

SECTION 1. BMC 2.08.020 entitled "General Provisions," shall be amended by deleting the phrase", 
the statutory" and replacing it with the phrase "and the city's" and deleting the word "provided" and 
replacing it with "specified" as they appear in the first sentence, so that the sentence shall read: 

For the executive branch and the city's boards, commissions and councils, the following general 
provisions apply unless otherwise specified by statute or ordinance. 

',, 'It!,.(, 

.·,, <:_/. /.;;:_ 

I 

.I 



t-rn.:¥i_<'~T 

•. ~'·,~·- ~ -
SECTION 2. BMC Section 2.08.020, part (2), encitled "Term," shall be deleted and replaced with the 
following: 

(2) Terms. The terms for all boards, commissions, and councils established under this title shall, after 
having been established in a staggered manner, be for a period of two years and expire on January 
31st. For all such boards, commissions, and councils in effect on December I, 2014, the terms shall be 
as set forth in the Proposed Board and Commission Term Expiration Dates, which is hereby adopted 
and incorporated by reference into the code. In compliance with IC 36-1-5-4, two copies of the 
Proposal shall be on file in the office of City Clerk for public inspection. For all boards, 
commissions, and councils established after December I, 2014, the manner for achieving staggered 
terms shall be set forth in the enabling legislation and shall spread the expiration dates as evenly as is 
practicable between the appointing authorities and over all of the appointments. 

SECTION 3. BMC Section 2.08.020, part (3), entitled "Residential Requirement," shall be amended by 
deleting the phrase "and those residents of the areas intended for annexation as defined by the city 
planning department," as it appears in the first paragraph, and by deleting the phrase "and its area 
intended for annexation" as it appears in the second paragraph, so that the part shall read as follows: 

(3) Residential Requirement. AU a;:p~iritm;Jllls to city boards, commissions and councils shall be 
made from residents of the city except 'rho.Je positions that are directed otherwise by state law or city 
ordinance. If a city employee is appointed to a city board, commission or council by virtue of the 
employment position, the residency requirement may be waived. 

In the event a member of a board, commission, or council no longer resides in the city, the 
member shall resign immediately and notify the appropriate appointing official or body. 

SECTION 4. BMC Section 2.08.020, part (8), entitled "Parliamentary Procedure." shall be amended by 
deleting the phrase", except where a different procedure is required by state law, this ordinance, or other 
ordinances of the city" as it appears at the end of that provision, so that part (8) shall read as follows: 

(8) Parliamentary Procedure. Meetings of all boards, commissions and councils shall be 
conducted according to procedures set forth in Roberts Rules of Order. 

SECTION 5. BMC Section 2.08.020, part (9), entitled "Officers." shall be amended by adding the 
following sentence at the end of that provision: 

Such entity may appoint a non-member to serve as secretary. 

SECTION 6. BMC 2.23.090, part (d), regar ... L,_; til.:; ccuns of appointments to the Commission on Aging, 
shall be deleted and replaced with the follow;;1g: 

(d) Terms. The terms of the appointments shall be in accordance with BMC 2.08.020(2). 

SECTION 7. If any section, sentence or provision of this ordinance, or the application thereof to any 
person or circumstances shall be declared invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any of the other 
sections, sentences, provisions, or applications of this ordinance which can be given effect without the 
invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be 
severable. 

SECTION 8. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Common 
Council of the City of Bloomington and approval of the Mayor. 

PASSED by the Common Council of the City of Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, upon this I li ~ 



dayo~~c~k , 2014. 

'esident 
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Bloomington Common Council 
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City of Bloomington 
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SIGNED and APPROVED by me upon this ($-rio(. day of T::S,svJL&: g ~ 
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This ordinance brings forward changes to the City's boards, commissions, and councils at the request of 
the Office of City Clerk after consultation with the Office of the Mayor and a positive recommendation of 
the Council Rules Committee. It also makes other minor housekeeping changes that arose after a staff 
review of the affected provisions. The changes proposed by the City Clerk conform the misalignment of 
expiration dates to the requirement of staggered terms (BMC 2.08.020[2]) and conform the expiration 
date of the Commission on Aging to those for other local commissions (January 31 ''). Given the long 
history of resignations, vacancies, appointments, and re-appointments, the reinstitution of staggered terms 
is accomplished by the adoption of a Proposed Board and Commission Term Expiration Dates which is 
incorporated by reference into the BMC. 

The housekeeping changes proposed by staff affect Section 2.08.020 (General Provisions). These changes 
revise the first sentence to rephrase the general exception for statutes and ordinances that specify a 
different manner for exercising powers regarding boards, commissions, and councils and remove a 
redundant reference to this exception in BMC 2.08.020(8) (Parliamentary Procedure). These changes also 
remove an out-of-date reference to "areas-intended-for-annexation" in BMC 2.08.020(3) (Residential 
Requirements) and authorize boards, commissions, and councils to appoint a non-member to serve as 
secretary. 
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