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RESOLUTION 77-16 

TO SUPPORT THE COUNTY CCI~lmSSIONERS OUiONROE COUNTY 
TO INITIATE APPROPRLl\TE ACTIONS TO F.~CILITATE THE 

REPLAWlENT OF BRIDGE #l.O OVER THE \VH!TE RIVER 
BETHEEN THE TOHNS OF GOSPORT AND STINESVILLE 

WHEREAS, the replacement of Bridge #10 over the White River 
between the towns of Gosport in Owen County and 
Stinesville in Monroe County wil'J counter the negative 
economic ·impacts incurred when the bridge was destroyed 
in 1955, and 

vlHEREAS, no community within a county exists within a vacuum but 
is affectt'!d by and affects its sister cities and tm'/ns in 
every aspect of their daily functionings, and 

WHEREAS, the replacement of Bridge #10 will provide a safer link 
between the Towns of Gosport and Stinesville, provide an 
impetus to renew economic development within the two 
aforementioned towns, their immediate environs, and the 
counties in which they are located, and 

HHEREAS, the flow of traffic between the Towns of Gosport and Stines­
ville will not be blocked by the reconstruction of Bridge 
#10, since'the Texas Rtctge Road Bridge, which i:s 'over 
the White River is in use, and 

HHEREAS, the Texas Ridge Road Bridge is itself very narrow and a 
threat to public safety and should be replaced, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE COM~10N COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON, MONROE COUNTY, INDIAN,~, THAT: 

We totally concur and are in support of the County Commis­
sioners in initiating the appropriate actions to facilitate the 
replacement of Bridge #10 over the White River between the Towns of 
Gosport in Owen County and Stinesville in Monroe County. 

PASSED and ADOPTED by the Common Counc~of the City of 
Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, upon this o day of May, 1977. 

C\ j ~7 
...,.- .f.!: %: r' - - -· --

\·j . //'f .;i~1 
.. '1 111 VJ .6'·-- Ll:_t/l:l.'/:: it! 

omas 0 Middl'etcJn, President 
81 oomi ngton Common Council 

SIGNED and APPROVED by me upon thisj0day of May, 1977 . 

. ;:;) JJ~V·U ?:. 94 G!L£') ./ 
-Vfr'ancis X. McCloskey, r1ayor(}t.7 

City of Bloominqton I - ' 



SYNOPSIS 
·Resolution 77-16 

TO SUPPORT THE COUNTY COi~MISSIONERS OF MONROE COUNTY 
TO INITIATE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS TO FACILITATE THE 

REPLACEf1ENT OF BRIDGE #10 OVER THE \~H!TE RIVER 
BETVJEEN THE TOWNS OF GOSPORT AND STINESVILLE 

In October, 1955, Bridge #10 over the White River between 
Gosport and Sti nesvi l1 e was destroyed by fire, 

The Region X Planning Commission has recently initiated efforts 
to secure federal funds through the State Highway Department for 
reconstruction of the bridge, 

This resolution will voice the Common Council's support of 
the Monroe County Commissioners in initiating appropriate actions 
to facilitate replacement of Bridge #10. Similar resolutions are 
being considered by the Town Board of Trustees of Gosport, Stinesville, 
and Ellettsville, along with the County Commissioners. 
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Or. Thomas Middleton 
Post Office Box 100 
Bloomington, IN 47401 

Dear Dr. Hiddleton: 

22, 1977 

Congressman John Myers' aide, Larry Gibbs, who is mana­
ger of the Seventh District office in Terre Haute will be 
in Spencer on May 12 to work with local people on problems 
and to solicit opinions on legislation that he can forward 
to Washington. 

Mr. Gibbs said he would be pleased to meet with loca; 
elected officials to discuss the Gosport bridge and its even­
tual replacement. 

I believe it would be beneficial to the project if elec­
ted officials from both Owen and Monroe Counties were there 
to display to t1r. Gibbs and ultimately to Congressman Myers 
that the project has bilaterial support. 

Congressman t1yers is on the House Appropriations Com· 
mittee where he is ranking minority member on the Public 
Works Subcommittee and his support and assistance on this 
endeavor may prove invaluable. 

I would like to present to Mr. Gibbs signed copies of 
the resolutions from the two counties and tha resolutions 
from the cities and towns vlithin Region 10 supporting the 
county commissioners so that he may forward them to Con­
gressman Myers. 

I would ask thzt you try to expedite the passage of 
your resolution so that copies would be available by May 12 
and that you contact the Region 10 office as soon as possi­
ble if you would like to meet with Mr. Gibbs in Spencer. 
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The meeting will take place at the county courthouse 
in Spencer on May 12 at 1:30 p.m. 

Sincerely, 

~~1~9F 
Regional Planner 

RDT/csj 
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'Region 10 To Push For 
~·ew Bridge At. Gosport. 
) . . ... 

i- i ·Information pr'9vided here \eas't. make the project a replacement of the . span ville since the bridge burned. 
~onday night indiCates a move possibility from a financial (bridge #10) between the "No community within a 
ts· once again underway to standpoint. · towns would counter the county exists within a vacuum 
push for the construction of a In preparing their resolution negative economic impact suf- but is affected by and affects 

l
. ew bridge over White River the local board indicated the fered by Gosport and Stines- Continued on Page 4 
t Gosport .... but this time it 

" ppears a Federal grant pro· 
ram may give the project ; 
etter JlOtentiaL 
This week the Spencer Town 
ard . adopted a resolution 

roviding their suppO!:t for the 
ject which is being ·spear· 

eaded by the Region 10 
Ianning Commission, 
The resolution provides sup_· 
rt for replacement of the old 

fpan which burned following a 
i'Ha\loween prank'' in late 
October 1955. The fire caused 

·the death of Bert Dittemore. a 
Gosport fireman. and injured 
Dine other men fighting the 
blaze. 

Since that tragedy the 
·subject of rebuilding the 
bridge has been raised many 
times but always - stumbled 
;vhen the Commissioners of 
the . twO counties, Owen and 
Mo~roe. failed to J!!,rrive at a 

. payment arrangement. 
The latest push by Region 10 

has attracted -the attention of 
areas outside· the immediatelv 
affected area of Gosport. fier~ 
in Spencer the board indicated 
they would be more than glad 
to support a program which 
could help the economic 
growth of Gosport and Stines­
ville on the Monroe County 
aide of .the river. Resolutions 
similar to one passed here are 
expected from Gosport, 
Stinesville and 'Ellettsville as 
well. as 'the county commis· 
sioners and possibly the Spen­

, cer Chamber of Commerce . 
.. :file material Will form a 

. \.:'·~kagc to be used by Region 
.:. 10 .tn their appeaJ·to the State 

' HighwilJ· Department in an 
attempt to have the road at 

- Gosport included as a Federal 
Aid Secondary highway. 

Potentially the plan wuld 
fall into a 75 percent Federal 
GtiUrt program and could, at 
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l Gosport Bridge 
Continued. from Page 1 

its Sister cities and towns in 
every aspect of their fu':lction· 

'~ing ... The replacement of 
bridge 1#10 will provide a safer 
link between the towns and 
provide -an impetus to renew · 
economic -development. •· 

Also tlte resolurinn made 
. note of the fact the flow of 
traffic in the area would not be 
changed during any construe~ 
;ion since the same li-mited 
trafftc pattern-would still he in 
effect ••. :south from' Gosport 
aveithe Timber .Ridge Bridge · 
(over White- River) tht:n east 
toward Stinesville. The Timber 
Ridge· bridge on county· ·nne 
Road was also· noted in , the 
resolution as very narrow and 
a threat to public safety which 
_should be replaced. 

In the past years another 
attempt was made to span the 
river by use-o-f a ferry boat and 
several Go!iport civic leaders 
put considerable work into the 

' 

. 

project before it finally died. 
Now the ferry reportedly rests 
.. somewhere" in a tributary 
and reportedly has :no sub­
stantial future. 

Gosport- Town .Board Presi~ 

dent John King indicated 
today their board adopted a 
sirriilar resolution this week 
and it llas been forwar'ded to 

.·Region 10 for further action. 
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PLANNING 
CDrwiMISSION 

80): 100, BLOOMINGTON, JND!ANA 47401 
(8~ 2i 339-2261 x266 

TO: ~ember Govern~ents 

f·------yQ i ::1 1 :;-.,.._ 
'{;:j;::. ~ :,\.0·1,;_./._~_(,_f-_., 

~~:tr~~0 .,.-:.· .. 1 • ---"":"',\ 

l~/lt[L.U L' •· ',,.J'J 
i'"'"~ i-1PP 1 '"'19 ... ! ,, .. 1 

~},, ~;:~ ;~~,:· i1 
"'-~ ,'l:,,.,,i.'r-,'1'-~ •· 
~; : ·~ .... ,,,_,, ···-~a . -....;.::."' 1 

/1J~/;r.-:-- :>_'·\ ·:7 
>J[ 5~ ~~~: ·.;;;. 

FP.C~'.! Regic-n 10 P1an Cor:-;:ds:dcn 

SUBJECT: Replace~cnt of Bridge #10 between Gcsport and 
Stfi'tf:!SVt llG 

DATE: April 14, 1?77 

Enclosed i!':: a proposed resolution fa; each county 
requesting actions of tile State Highv.·ay Department lead­
ing to the replacement of Bridge #10 between Gosport and 
Stinesviile ;::nd model resolu'.:hns fo; to~·m.: c.nd cities 
1:"'1 su;:--p0rt of the -:ouflty re:;olutle>ns. 

The enclosed ere mod~}$ and may b~ altered or amended 
as you bc1ievc to be appropric:t~ to i'our needs. 

t'her~ resolutions h;~ve bee:~ pussed by both counties 
and supporting rcsohrt~ons pc:::se:d, ple:::'l:;e ;e~u:-n the cx.e­
-:uted resolutions tc the. Region 10 Plan Cor.rnission and we 
vd 11 fon:urd the complete padnge to the Sta<:e High•;:ay 
Dt:pca t.r.:~.::nt. 

WTC/csj 

Enclosures 
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RESOLUTION ilD. 

SUPPORTING THE COUNTY COf'lt1ISSTO~·!ERS OF COt:lHY 
FOR INITIATING THE APPi'lOPRIATE ACTIOIJS TO FACILITATE THE 

REPLACUtENT OF BRIDGE #1 0 OVER THE 1'/'HITE RIVER 
BETHEEN THE TD\~NS OF GOSPORT AIW STINESVILLE 

HHEREAS, the replacement of Bridge i/10 over the l·.'h)te 
River between the Tmms of Gosport in 01·1en County and Stines­
ville in Honroe County wi11 counter the negative econoi7!ic 
impacts the destruction of the bridge in 1955 imposed, and 

WHEREAS, no community within a county exists o,.d thin 
a vacuum but is affected by and affects its sister cities 
and towns in every aspect of their daily functionings, and 

\.,HEREAS, the replacement of Bridge /tio \dll provlde 
a safer link between the Towns of Gosrort and Stinesville, 
provide an impetus to reneH economic development within 
the two aforementioned tmms, their imnediate environs, 
and tt1e counties in which they are located, and 

Y/HEREAS, the flow of traffic betv1een the TO\·.rns of 
Gosport and Stinesville will not be blocked by the recon­
struction of Bridge #10 because of the presence of the 
Texas Ridge Road Bridge over the h1hite River, and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Ridge Road Bridge is itself very 
narrm1 and a threat to public safety and should be re­
placed 

NOW THEREFdRE BE IT H~REBY RESOLVED THAT the (City 
Council or Town Board of Trustees) of (Spencer, Gosport, 
Stinesville, Bloomington, and Ellettsville) totally con­
cur, wholeheartedly approve of, and support the County 
Commissioners of County for initiating the appro-
priate actions to facilitate the replacement of Bridge 
#10 over the Hhite River between the Towns of Gosport 
in Owen County and Stinesville in t<lonroe County. 
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• PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of ------' 
1977 by the --
Indiana. 

ATTEST' 
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BOX 100, BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA 47401 
(812) 339-2261 X266 

Dr. Thomas Middleton 
Post Office Box 100 
Bloomington, IN 47~01 

Oear Dr. Middleton: 

··'" 
Apri 1 22, 1977 

congressnvan John Myer$' aid¢, Lar-ry ~ibb'St who is mah:a .. 
ger of th~ Seventh District office in Terre Haute will be 
in Spencer on May 12 to work with local people on problems 
and to solicit opinions on legislation that he can forward 
to Washington . 

Mr. Gibbs said he would be pleased to meet with locai 
elected officials to discuss the Gosport bridge and its even­
tual replacement. 

I believe it would be beneficial to the project if elec­
ted officials from both Owen and Monroe Counties \-Jere there 
to display to Mr. Gibbs and ultimately to Congressman Hyers 
that the project has bilaterial support. 

Congressman f-lyers is on the House Appropriations Com­
mittee where he is ranking ~inority member on the Public 
Works Subcorrmittee and his support c::;;;d a:;sistan.-:c c:-: th~:; 
endeavor may prove i rwa 1 uab 1 e. 

I would like to present to t),r. Gibbs signed copies of 
the resolutions from the tv:o counties and thz resolutions 
from the cities nnd towns 'tlithin Region 10 supporting the 
county commissioners so that he may forward them to Con­
gressman Myers. 

I would ask thet you try to expedite the passage of 
your resolution so that copies would be available by Hay 12 
and that you contact the Region 10 office as soon as possi­
ble 1f you would like to meet with Mr. Gibbs in Spencer. 
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The meeting will take place at the county courthouse 
in Spencer on May 12 at 1:30 p.m. 

Sincerely~ 

~~~~9F 
Regional Planner 

RDT/csj 
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