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2233 E. Moores Pike (Professor and Mrs. Roger Russell House) 

Staff Report Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission  

Basis for Architectural Significance: 

 Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural or engineering
type; or

 Exemplifies the built environment in an era of history characterized by a
distinctive architectural style.
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Figure 2: 1961 Historic air photo. 

The property located at 
2233 E. Moores Pike is 
just east of the 
intersection of S. High 
St. and E. Moores 
Pike. It is rated as 
Notable on the Indiana 
Historic Sites and 
Structures Inventory 
(IHSSI), survey 
number 105-055-
61543, was originally 
designed by William 
McVaugh Jr. an 
industrial designer 

from 10 O’Clock Ridge, 
Brown County, Indiana. 

Mr. McVaugh Jr. Besides working as an industrial designer, McVaugh Jr. was quite a 
distinguished American bird artist. He gave up his career as an industrial designer in 
1965 to pursue his passion for birds. McVaugh Jr., designed the house for Professor and 
Mrs. Roger Russel in 1961. Professor Roger Russel was Chair of the Psychology 
department at Indiana University and Dean of Advanced Studies from 1959-1967. After 
his time at Indiana University, he moved to the University of California at Irvine to 
become Chancellor.  

The house is rated as 
Notable and is mostly 
unaltered from the date 
of construction. The 
IHSSI listing rates the 
property as a Notable, 
unaltered ranch built in 
c. 1960. As seen in
Figure 1, the property 
was built in 1961 and 
is further observed in 
historic air photos. 
There is also a 1961 
penny found in the 
concrete steps in the       
basement. The house
is located in a stretch 

of similar era and caliber of mid-century design. Among these is the Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Wheeler and Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Morris house located at 2201 E. Moores 
Pike and was designed by an Indiana female architect, Gladys Miller, in 1956 and 1968. 

Figure 1: Section of original blueprint framed around the house.
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The house is rated as Outstanding. There are also two other properties on the survey, 
2301 and 2303 E. Moores Pike, listed as Notable and Contributing respectively.  

Although, the survey notes its architectural style as a vernacular ranch style, it more 
closely represents the modern Contemporary style. Contemporary style is often 
characterized by recessed entries, wide overhanging eaves with exposed beams, low-
pitched roofs, broad horizontal-focused façades, open carport, and large expanses of glass 
and clearstory windows, providing an open feeling connected to the landscape. This style 
was most prominent between post-WWII and the mid-1960s.  

The Modern 
movement of 
architecture can be 
observed in the 
United States as early 
as the 1900s with 
Prairie and Craftsman 
style, primarily 
spread through the 
Midwest by architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright. 
In the following 
decades, the 1930s-
1950s, influences 
from Europe and 
Germany’s modernist 
architecture and 
design school, 

Bauhaus, brought the International style to America. International style was “machine 
age” architecture that removed ornamentation that is typical in previous styles or more 
traditional forms. There was also a more widespread use of new technologies in the form 
of building techniques and materials, such as steel and wide expanses of glass. Besides 
integrating characteristics of International style, it also takes the popular ranch style and 
moves beyond with clean lines and a more freeform feel.  
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This house is a mix of 
materials on the exterior 
consisting of vertical rough 
wood planking and Brown 
County sandstone. It 
maintains original doors 
and windows, including 
clearstory windows 
separating the roof ridge, 
large rear picture windows 
and banded vents. The 
house connects to the 
outdoors and landscaping on 
the large parcel primarily 
through large expanses of 
windows and several 
porches. Another 
characteristic element of 
this style is the broad 
masonry fireplace. The 
interior also maintains 
many of the original 
features including original 
kitchen cabinetry and a 
sunken living room. As 
styles have changed, many 
have been filled in over 
time. This property represents the Contemporary style quite well and remains mainly 
unaltered since its construction in 1961. As demand for land continues to grow, houses of 
this era that were built on large parcels of land are at risk of being lost and is therefore 
worthy of protect for future generations.  
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1961 Airphoto 

1967 Airphotos 
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2201 E. Moores Pike 
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2203 E. Moores Pike 
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2301 E. Moores Pike 

2303 E. Moores Pike 




