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Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission Meeting          
Thursday November 13th, 2025, 5:00 P.M. 

In Person:  
The McCloskey Room, 401 N Morton St., Ste. 135, Bloomington, IN 47404  

Zoom: Housing & Neighborhood Development is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/84269673454?pwd=dupS9LsxFZck6JsGNk3Yh6CNCCv6LS.1 
 

Meeting ID: 842 6967 3454 
Passcode: 711912 

AGENDA 
 

The City is committed to providing equal access to information. However, despite our efforts, at times, 
portions of our board and commission packets are not accessible for some individuals. If you encounter 
difficulties accessing material in this packet, please contact Anna Killion-Hanson at the Housing and 
Neighborhood Development Department at anna.killionhanson@bloomington.in.gov or 812-349-3577 and 
provide your name, contact information, and a link to or description of the document or web page you are 
having problems with. Auxiliary aids for people with disabilities are available upon request with adequate 
notice. Please call 812-349-3429 or email human.rights@bloomington.in.gov.  
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. ROLL CALL 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. October 23rd  

IV. CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 
Staff Review 

A. COA 25-72 
118 N Walnut St (Courthouse Square HD) 
Eric Stanley 
Replacement of unoriginal storefront window with new design 

B. COA 25-74 
208 E 15th St (Garden Hill HD) 
Tina Somes 
Rear Privacy Fence 

C. COA 25-75 
818 E 3rd St (Tri Delta House) 
Leighla Taylor 
Amendment to COA 25-40, change in dimensions of yard sign 

Commission Review 

mailto:joh.zody@bloomington.in.gov
mailto:human.rights@bloomington.in.gov


D. COA 25-70 
212 W Kirkwood (Courthouse Square HD) 
Ron Walker 
Alterations to storefront 

E. COA 25-73 
818 E 3rd St (Tri Delta House) 
Ciara Williams 
Replacement of copper downspouts and gutters and fascia repair 

F. COA 25-76 
200 E Kirkwood (People's State Bank) 
Nancy Baldwin 
Installation of a wall-mounted sign 

G. COA 25-77 
703 E 7th St (University Courts HD) 
Michael Chamblee 
Amendment to COA 25-32 with addition of deck and expansion of rear addition 

V. DEMOITION DELAY 
A. DD 25-25 

503 N Rogers St 
Kimley-Horn 
Full demolition 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Violations 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
VIII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Next meeting date is December 11th, 2025 at 5:00 P.M. and will be held in a hybrid 

manner, both in person and via Zoom.  

 
Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission Members 
• Duncan Campbell (Appointed by Common Council) – Current Term: 1/1/2023 – 12/31/2025 
• Karen Duffy (Appointed by Common Council) – Current Term: 1/1/2023 - 12/31/2025 
• Andrew (Jack) Baker (Appointed by the Mayor) – Current Term: 1/1/2025 - 12/31/2027 
• Ernesto Castaneda (Appointed by the Mayor) – Current Term: 1/1/2024 - 12/31/2026 
• Daniel Schlegel (Appointed by the Mayor) – Current Term: 1/1/2025 - 12/31/2027 
• Sam DeSollar (Appointed by the Mayor) – Current Term: 1/1/2023 - 12/31/2025 
• Melody Deusner (Appointed by the Mayor) – Current Term: 1/1/2024 - 12/31/2026 
• Jeremy Hackerd (Appointed by the Mayor) – Current Term: 1/1/2024 - 12/31/2026 
• Reynard Cross (Appointed by the Mayor) – Current Term: 1/1/2023 - 12/31/2025 
• Drew Herron (Appointed by Common Council) – Current Term: 1/1/2024 – 12/31/2026 



Accessibility Statement 
The City is committed to providing equal access to information. However, despite our 
efforts, at times, portions of our board and commission packets are not accessible for 
some individuals.  
 
If you encounter difficulties accessing material in this packet, please contact Anna 
Killion-Hanson at the Housing and Neighborhood Development Department at 
anna.killionhanson@bloomington.in.gov or 813-349-3582 and provide your name, 
contact information, and a link to or description of the document or web page you are 
having problems with.  
 
Auxiliary aids for people with disabilities are available upon request with adequate 
notice. Please call 812-349-3429 or email, human.rights@bloomington.in.gov. 
 

Procedure for Certificates of Appropriateness and Demolition Delays 

For each item the Historic Preservation Program Manager will first present a staff 
report. We will then hear if the Petitioner has any additional information, followed by a 
round of questions from each Commissioner. We ask that petitioners, the public, and 
Commissioners refrain from speaking until addressed by the Chair, unless a question is 
directly addressed to them. If a member of the public or a petitioner wishes to 
comment, please raise your hand until recognized by the Chair. Once a motion is made 
we will then open up a discussion of the item for Members of the Commission. We 
encourage all Commissioners, Petitioners, and members of the public to be civil and 
respectful at all times.  



Bloomington Historic Preservation 
Commission Meeting Minutes - October 23, 

2025 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Jeremy Hackerd at 5:02 p.m.  
 

ROLL CALL - Parties in Attendance are listed below: 

Commissioners:  
Jack Baker 
Reynard Cross  
Melody Deusner 
Karen Duffy, Advisory 
Jeremy Hackerd 
Drew Herron, Advisory 
Daniel Schlegel 

Staff:   
Noah Sandweiss, HPC Program Manager  
Jamie Kreindler, Sr Zoning Planning 
Anna Lamberti Holmes, Sr Assistant City Attorney 
Tonda Radewan, HAND Staff Liaison 

Guests/Public:  
Maryellen May, Petitioner (Virtual) 
David Kamen, Petitioner 
Lisa Kamen, Petitioner 
John Butler 
Amy Butler 
Steve Ball 
Alex Brooks, Indiana Landmarks 
James Ford 
Judith Barnes (Virtual) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Daniel Schlegel made a Motion to Approve the minutes from the October 9, 2025 Historic 
Preservation Commission meeting.  Jack Baker seconded. Motion carried 4-0-1 (Yes-No-
Abstain) 
 

Voting Tally: Jack Baker (Y), Reynard Cross (Y), Melody Deusner (Y), Jeremy Hackerd (A), 
Daniel Schlegel (Y) 

 
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA) 
 
STAFF REVIEW 
 
COA 25-69 
210 E Gilbert Dr (Matlock Heights HD)  
Petitioner: Maryellen May  
Rooftop Solar Panels 
 
Noah Sandweiss gave his presentation on the Petitioner’s request noting no concern about 
damaging or obscuring significant character defining roofing material. 
Please see Meeting Packet for details. 
Petitioner Maryellen May was present virtually. Staff approves COA 25-69. 
 
Procedural Statement: Vice Chair Jeremy Hackerd read the Procedural Statement for 
Certificates of Appropriateness and Demolition Delays. See Meeting Packet for details. 
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 
 
COA 25-70 
212 W Kirkwood (Courthouse Square HD)  
Petitioner: Ron Walker  
Alterations to storefront  
 

Noah Sandweiss reported that he met with Petitioner Ron Walker (not present) earlier 
in the day who requested that this item be continued as he would like to make some 
changes to his proposal. COA 25-70 was tabled by default due to the Petitioner not 
being present. This COA will be continued to the next HPC Meeting. 

 
COA 25-71 
407 E 4th St (Greater Restaurant Row HD) 
Petitioner: David Kamen 
Construction of chain link fence on side of lot  



 
 

Noah Sandweiss gave his presentation noting that in September 2025 a chain link fence was 
erected between two non-contributing properties and that the fence meets planning code for 
that area, does not obstruct the street facing facade of the building on either side and that chain 
link fences are common in this district. Sandweiss reported that staff recommends approval of 
25-71. Please see Meeting Packet for details. 
 
Petitioner David Kamen was present and had no additional comments. 
 
Commissioner Questions: 
 

Jack Baker asked for clarification on the Petitioner's statement that he was not made 
aware by the City that a COA was required prior to erecting the fence.  
Noah Sandweiss responded that he met with the Planning Dept after the issue of the 
fence was brought to his attention. Sandweiss continued that the Planning Dept may not 
have been looking at district guidelines and focusing more on the issue of visibility from 
the public right-of-way since the fence is not on a street-facing facade and the space 
between the two buildings is not an alley. 

 
Reynard Cross asked if the fence is visible from the street and what was established 
during the conversations with the Planning Dept. 
Noah Sandweiss responded that the fence is visible from the public right-of-way which 
requires that this COA have Commission Review and that the guidelines in this district 
relating to fences may create some confusion, as they are in the section related to 
outdoor seating areas. 

 
Reynard Cross asked the Petitioner how long he has owned this property and during his 
duration of ownership if he has had any knowledge of it being in a Historic 
District.   Petitioner David Kamen responded that he has owned the property for 14 
years, has not been aware of the property being in a historic district and consulted with 
his architect, the Planning Dept and Tim Clapp (Fire Marshall) prior to installing the 
fence.   

 
Reynard Cross asked the Petitioner if in the 14 years he has owned the property if he 
has ever received the postcard that HAND sends out annually to addresses located in 
historic districts. 
Petitioner David Kamen responded that he doesn’t remember receiving the postcard, is 
aware of other historic districts like Elm Heights and hoped that the need for a COA 
would have been brought up during his discussions with the HAND and Planning 
Departments prior to the fence being built. 

 
Commissioner Comments: 
 



Reynard Cross commented on his prior experiences with the City as a new owner with 
property in a historic district noting that he experienced a lack of communication 
between the departments at that time that he believes still presently exists . 
Reynard Cross added that he finds it difficult to believe that the Petitioner had no idea 
that his property is in a historic district and recommends that this COA be treated as a 
violation. 
 
Karen Duffy said that she would like to see this COA be approved as it is not across the 
front of the property, provides a solution that is neat and tidy in appearance that  
doesn’t harm any adjacent structures. Karen Duffy added that she doesn’t advise the 
assignment of a violation. 

 
Drew Herron commented that since the Petitioner had made prior contact with the City 
and was not advised that he needed to obtain HPC approval and the fence meets other 
required standards, he sees no problem with approving this COA. 

 
Jeremy Hackerd added that this is a non-contributing structure within the historic 
district and commented that the HPC has encountered similar situations both where 
interpretation of the guidelines could cause confusion and a Petitioner was given 
differing feedback from the City that can create miscommunication.  

 
Public Questions/Comments: None 
 
Daniel Schlegel made a Motion to Approve COA 25-71.  Jack Baker seconded. Motion carried 
5-0-0 (Yes-No-Abstain) 
 

Voting Tally: Jack Baker (Y), Reynard Cross (Y), Melody Deusner (Y), Jeremy Hackerd (Y), 
Daniel Schlegel (Y) 

 

DEMOLITION DELAY (DD) 
 
DD 25-25 
503 N Rogers St 
Petitioner: Kimley-Horn 
Full demolition 
 

Noah Sandweiss reported that at the October 9, 2025 HPC meeting the Petitioner 
agreed to a continuance of this item to November 13, 2025 to provide additional 
photographs of the property and assess the structural stability of the limestone and steel 
loading dock at the site to determine if it can be moved to a different location to 
commemorate the property’s history as part of the limestone industry in Bloomington. 
DD 25-25 will be continued to the next HPC Meeting. 

 
HISTORIC DESIGNATION (HD) 
 



HD-25-03 
115 E 12th St (Ivan Adams House)  
 
Noah Sandweiss gave his presentation noting that at the September 25, 2025 meeting, the 
Historic Preservation Commission recommended that the property located at 115 E 12th Street 
(Ivan Adams House) be forwarded to City Council for historic designation and placed it under 
interim protection. Noah Sandweiss added that the focus for this meeting is to provide public 
notice and for the inclusion of a map and Ordinance to City Council. Please see Meeting Packet 
for details. 
 
Vice Chair Jeremy Hackerd provided procedural information stating that after Noah Sandweiss 
provides his staff presentation, the new owners of the house will have an opportunity to 
comment, then public comment will take place, limited to 3 minutes each, and after that the 
Commissioners will ask any questions that they may have. 
 
Noah Sandweiss reported that the property qualifies for local designation under the following 
highlighted criteria found in Ordinance 95-20 of the Municipal Code (1) a  “Has significant 
character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of 
the city, state, or nation; or is associated with a person who played a significant role in local, 
state, or national history” and explained for a property to be eligible for listing under this 
criterion, the person(s) associated with this property must have made their significant 
accomplishments at least 50 years ago and the property must be associated with this period in 
their life or career. 
 
Noah Sandweiss provided background on former owners/residents of the house including local 
stone carver Ivan Adams, historian Robert Quirk, Butler Winery founders James and Susan 
Butler, opera student Judith Barnes and translator and lecturer Anthony Kerrigan. Sandweiss 
also noted that the exterior of the building has been fairly unaltered from its original appearance 
and is an excellent example of a small 1920s California Bungalow. Please see Meeting Packet 
for details. 
 
Public Comments: 
 

John and Amy Butler announced they are the new owners of the property at 115 E 
12th St, are excited to move forward on it’s designation, think that it is a wonderful 
example of Bloomington history and hope to have it preserved forever as it is a 
monument to Ivan Adams. 

 
James Ford commented that he is excited that there may be a historic building 
designated on his street and to learn more about Ivan Adams. Ford also told the owners 
that he hopes that someday they can acquire one of Adams’ works to install in the house 
for visitors. 

 
Steve Ball commented that he has been living in the neighborhood since 1981 and is 
happy to support 115 E 12th St for designation instead of demolition as he has seen the 
changes to the other houses in the area over the decades and doesn’t want it replaced 
with an eyesore. 



 
Judith Barnes (Virtual) said she is delighted that the house is being considered for 
designation and thanked the Commission, those providing support from the 
neighborhood and the Butlers who have brought this movement forward.  

 
Barnes also made a correction to the record that she lived in the house until 1993, not 
1991. 

 
Commissioner Questions: 
 

Jack Baker asked for clarification on the forthcoming motion from the Commission. 
Anna Lamberti Holmes responded that the HPC would make a Motion to recommend for 
historic designation to the Common Council which includes the property address. 

 
Karen Duffy asked if staff research on Ivan Adams indicated that he went through a 
formal apprenticeship or training as a sculptor. 
Noah Sandweiss responded that he believes that Ivan Adams worked at Johnny Stone 
Company, a mill down the street from the house, cutting limestone blocks to size and 
then moved fairly quickly to sculpting and did some training with Harry Donato who was 
more of a contemporary. 

 
Commissioner Comments: 
 

Jack Baker commented that approval by the Common Council to protect this house 
could encourage people to take interest in the preservation of other houses and to either 
form or become active in their neighborhood associations, especially in those areas that 
aren’t protected within historic districts. 

 
Reynard Cross said that he is in full support of the designation of this house and to 
preserve it as a historic structure. 

 
Karen Duffy commented that she in favor of designation because the limestone industry 
was so fundamental to Bloomington's history, economic development and contributions 
across the country. Karen Duffy said that to her knowledge there is no formal 
recognition of any particular stone worker and she would like to see the City of 
Bloomington recognize a person like Ivan Adams, who has made a mark across the 
country, as well as contributed to the limestone industry locally. 

 
Daniel Schlegel congratulated the new owners of the property and supported the 
previous comments made by the Commissioners. 

 
Jeremy Hackerd said he thinks the most appropriate way to honor Ivan Adams would 
be with a historical marker where he did his work, next to one of his monuments or 
something else that he built. Hackerd added that he will be supporting the motion. 

 



Daniel Schlegel made a Motion to Recommend HD-25-03 115 E 12th Street to the 
Common Council for Historic Designation. Melody Deusner seconded.  
Motion carried 5-0-0 (Yes-No-Abstain) 
 

Voting Tally: Jack Baker (Y), Reynard Cross (Y), Melody Deusner (Y), Jeremy Hackerd (Y), 
Daniel Schlegel (Y) 

 
Vice-Chair Jeremy Hackerd read the Resolution stating that the Historic Preservation 
Commission declares that the property located at 115 E 12th Street meets the following criteria 
for local designation:  
 

Criterion 1A: Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, 
heritage, or cultural characteristics of the city, state, or nation; or is associated with a 
person who played a significant role in local, state, or national history. 

 
Vice-Chair Jeremy Hackerd stated that the HPC recommends historic designation under Title 
VIII of the Bloomington Municipal Code to the Common Council with the attached map. 
See Meeting Packet for details. 
  
Vice-Chair Jeremy Hackerd stated that the property is already under interim protection. 

OLD BUSINESS - Outstanding Violations 

Noah Sandweiss provided an update on the outstanding violation at 702 East Kirkwood 
reporting that both he and Anna Lamberti Holmes (Asst City Attorney) have 
recommended that a fine be levied and a letter to the owner has been drafted for review. 
Sandweiss added that he received an email earlier today from one of the Petitioners that 
a subsequent application would be provided to the HPC however it has not yet been 
received. 

 
NEW BUSINESS - None   

COMMISSIONER COMMENT 

Reynard Cross clarified that earlier in the meeting his issue with COA 25-71 was not about the 
fence per se, it is about retroactive COAs and property owners not being aware of, or educating 
themselves, if their property is in a historic district and taking the responsibility of following COA 
procedures if their property is located within one. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

James Ford asked about the process to go back in the HPC records to find out the 
status of prior demolition delays or if a database or something similar exists. 
Noah Sandweiss responded that he keeps a log of cases from the HPC meetings that 
include demo delays, COAs, designations and other items. 

 



Reynard Cross asked Noah Sandweiss if the case log precedes his involvement with the 
HPC. Noah Sandweiss responded that it was started by his predecessor Gloria Colom 
and goes back to 2023. 

 
Jeremy Hackerd added that the HPC meetings are recorded and available online 
should he or any others in the public wish to view the meetings. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Jeremy Hackerd adjourned the meeting at 5:47pm. 
 

The next regular meeting date of the HPC is Thursday November 13, 2025 at 5:00 P.M. and 
will be held in a hybrid manner, both in person and via Zoom.  

 
A video record of this meeting is available on the City of Bloomington YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/@city bloomington 
 

CATS - Community Access Televison Services 
https://catstv.net/m.php?q=15107 

 

More information about the Historic Preservation Commission can be found here: 
https://bloomington.in.gov/boards/historic-preservation 

 
Historic Bloomington webpage: https://bloomington.in.gov/historic-bloomington 

  

https://www.youtube.com/@citybloomington
https://bloomington.in.gov/boards/historic-preservation
https://bloomington.in.gov/historic-bloomington


STAFF APPROVAL  118 N Walnut St (Courthouse Square HD) 

COA 25-72 Petitioner: Eric Stanley 

Start Date: 10/14/2025 Parcel: 53-05-33-310-043.000-005 

RATING: CONTRIBUTING The Wylie Building, c. 1900 commercial building 

 

Background: 118 N Walnut is a turn of the century limestone commercial building with 
a severely altered storefront. Within the last ten years the centered, unoriginal double 
doors have been replaced with a double casement window.  
Request:  
October 8, 2025 
Mr. Noah Sandweiss 
Historic Preservation Program Manager 
City of Bloomington, IN 
Re: County building permit number C-25-204; CZC numbers C25-465 / CZC2025-09-
1293 
118 North Walnut Street – Hub Bloomington II Temporary Leasing Office 



Application for Certificate of Appropriateness Project Description and Proposed 
Materials 
Dear Mr. Sandweiss: 
This application is being submitted for the proposed removal of a limited portion of 
the existing storefront at 118 North Walnut Street, comprised of a transaction window 
with glass transom above, to be replaced by a single pane of glass. The proposed 
replacement glass pane is the center of the three-pane section of storefront. The 
removal of the transom in addition to the transaction style window would allow the 
new pane to align with the height of the adjacent exiting panes. 
The proposed new glass is to be the same color as the existing adjacent glass. If any 
portion of the storefront jambs or sill require replacement or refurbishing once the 
transaction window is removed, the aluminum storefront will be replaced in-kind in 
both color and profile to match the existing storefront. 
Sincerely, 
DLR Group 
Eric Stanley, AIA, NCARB 
Senior Associate 

Guidelines: Courthouse Square HD 



 



 



   

Staff approves COA 25-72 



The alteration proposed to this noncontributing window would maintain the 
existing scale, materials, and overall appearance of the storefront with the 
exception of converting the double casement windows to a single pane. 
Although this design would not attempt to replicate the building’s historic 
appearance, it would be more consistent with historic storefront window 
configurations found in the district. 



 



 



 



 



 

  



STAFF APPROVAL  208 E 15th St (Garden Hill HD) 

COA 25-74 Petitioner: Tina Somes 

Start Date: 10/20/2025 Parcel: 53-05-33-202-060.000-005 

RATING: CONTRIBUTING c. 1930 bungalow 

 

Background: 208 E 15th St is a side gabled 1928 minimal traditional house with a 
classical portico. It retains a high degree of integrity.  
Request:  
City Of Bloomington 
Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission 
Date: October 20, 2025 
Property Manager; The Brawley Group LLC 
Address: PO BOX 5543 Bloomington, IN 47407 
Proposal for a 6-Foot Pine Fence 
Parcel Number 53-05-33-202-060.000-005 
Alt Parcel Number 013-29220-00 
Property Address 208 E 15th ST 



Bloomington IN 47408 
This proposal outlines the plan for the installation of a 6-foot pine privacy fence on the 
above-referenced property. This project is intended to enhance the property's privacy 
and provide a safe and secure outdoor space for pets and children. 
Project details 
• Fence type: Severe weather Dog Ear Privacy Fence 
• Fence height: 6 feet. 
• Color: Wood 
• Location: The fence will be installed along the property line, entirely within the 
designated setback area and not extending into the front yard setback. A site plan is 
attached for visual reference. There will be two 4’ gates. 
Compliance with city code 
The proposed fence will be constructed in full compliance with the City of 
Bloomington Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) regarding fence height, materials, 
and placement within the [rear/side] yard. We confirm the following: 
• The fence will not be installed within the front yard setback, which limits opaque 
fences to 42 inches in height. 
• The fence will not obstruct visibility on roads or sidewalks. 
• All necessary permits will be obtained prior to construction. 
Supporting documents 
The following documents are included with this proposal: 
• Site plan showing the exact location and dimensions of the proposed fence. 
• A diagram or image of the 6-foot fence style. 
• We have attached two bids 
Conclusion 
We believe this project aligns with local ordinances and will serve as a safe and 
aesthetic improvement to the property. We are available to meet with the Planning 
and Transportation Department to discuss this proposal further. 
Respectfully, 
Tina Somes 
The Brawley Group LLC 
812 361 6278 
 

Guidelines: Garden Hill HD 

FENCES 

Fences are regulated in an historic district. An inappropriate fence can 
deface the streetscape. Wooden and vinyl privacy fences (including 



stockades, basket weave and split rail) are relatively modern styles of fencing 
and should be hidden in rear yards, if used. 

Historically fences facing the street have been no more than four feet in 
height, measured from the elevation of an adjacent sidewalk. Modifying the 
existing and historic grade to increase the height of the fence and obscure 
the view of the house from the street is not appropriate on visible elevations. 
Later fences that have been modified in conflict with the goals of these 
guidelines may not be used to justify heights in excess of those 
recommended here. 

Staff approves COA 25-74 

The proposed privacy fence would be set back from the front elevation not 
obscuring the house, and would meet Unified Development Ordinance 
Guidelines. 



 



 





 



STAFF APPROVAL  818 E 3rd St (Tri Delta House) 

COA 25-75 Petitioner: Leighla Taylor 

Start Date: 10/22/2025 Parcel: 53-08-04-104-033.000-009 

RATING: OUTSTANDING c. 1930 Tudor Revival Sorority 

 

Background: The Indiana University Tri-Delta house is individually listed as a local 
historic district. The building demonstrates a high degree of integrity. On July 24th, 
COA 25-42 was issued for the installation of a standing sign, however the dimensions 
of the sign proposed have changed from 60”x18” to 50”x36” 
Request: Installation of a 50”x36” vinyl standing sign on 48” wooden posts. 

Guidelines: US Department of the Interior Preservation Brief 25: The 
Preservation of Historic Signs 

New Signs and Historic Buildings 

• new signs should respect the size, scale and design of the historic building. 
Often features or details of the building will suggest a motif for new signs. 

• sign placement is important: new signs should not obscure significant 
features of the historic building. 



Staff approves COA 25-75 

The proposed sign is modest in scale and design, similar to many other signs 
on the Indiana University Campus. Its location on the lot does not obscure or 
damage any historic features. The alterations proposed for the design are no 
less appropriate than the previous design. 

 



 



 



 



 

Previous design 



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS  Address: 212 W Kirkwood Ave (Courthouse 
Square HD) 

COA 25-70 Petitioner: Ron Walker 

Start Date: 10/1/2025 Parcel: 53-05-33-310-256.000-005 

RATING: NOTABLE c. 1860 Italianate hotel 

 

Background: Built in 1882, the Bundy Hotel, or Irish Lion Building, retains all of its 
original ironwork, with its pressed cornice of brackets and modillions and the cast iron 
columns with their fluting and detailed bases and crowns. The limestone quoins at the 
ground level separate the two sections of the building, which is also reflected in the 
brickwork at the cornice. On October 9th a COA was approved for the replacement of 
existing windows. This follow up proposal was submitted for the October 23rd meeting 
of the BHPC, and continued at the request of the petitioner who wished to change the 
proposed mullion arrangement for the storefront windows. 



Request:  
“As part of the renovation of the former Irish Lion, we seek to make modifications to 
the storefront: the 1st floor, South exterior. In summary, we seek to take two primary 
actions: 
1. Remove the non-historic architectural feature (the door & alcove) that projects 
outward on the left (west) end of the storefront. 
2. Align the double door entrance so that the doors are centered in between the two 
columns. As part of this, we would replace the windows, so they were even/balanced 
or symmetrical on each side. 
Please see the attached image for a visual clarification. 
The existing storefront consists of single pane glass; the wood construction was 
most likely installed when the Irish Lion was created in the early 1980s. The current 
glass is not energy efficient, and the wood construction is in poor condition and has 
not been maintained. 
Our intention is to replicate the trim with new construction while centering the double 
doors, creating a symmetrical façade. New doors will be constructed to match the 
existing doors. The only difference will be insulated glass panels will replace the 
stained glass that was added by the Irish Lion. The intent is to provide maximum 
daylight to the interior. 
In summary, the front façade will be re-built with energy efficient material while 
matching the existing wood trim in profile, dimension and the existing black color and 
the doors will be located to make the front symmetrical.” 
 
*Although not depicted in the rendering, the pediments and other details on the front 
doors are to be replicated. The wall tile in the vestibule is to be replaced with tile 
imitating the historic tile on east wall of the exterior entrance. 

Guidelines: Courthouse Square HD  



 



 

Staff recommends approval of COA 25-70 

Comparing the oldest available photograph of the Bundy Hotel Building with 
its appearance from the same angle in 2025, the primary entrance appears to 
have been moved off-center in the last century. During this time, the 
storefront has undergone several changes including the addition of an alcove 
door on the west end of the façade and the addition and removal of a canopy. 
The current fenestration pattern and materials as well as the proposed 
alterations do appear very similar to the building’s original appearance.  

The front double doors were already in place when the building was last 
renovated and are most likely original. Old holes and impressions in the 
doorway indicate, however, that they may have originally been hung 
differently. The stained glass was installed at a later date as well. Overall the 
condition of these doors have deteriorated, and repairs may be difficult or 
ineffective where wood is missing. 
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Historic framing on either side of storefront 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS  Address: 818 E 3rd St (Tri Delta House) 

COA 25-73 Petitioner: Ciara Williams 

Start Date: 10/16/2025 Parcel: 53-08-04-104-033.000-009 

RATING: OUTSTANDING c. 1930 Tudor Revival Sorority  

 

Background: The Indiana University Tri-Delta house is individually listed as a local 
historic district. The building demonstrates a high degree of integrity. On July 24th, 
COA 25-40, conditionally approving several alterations but not the replacement of the 
round copper gutter and downspouts with octagonal copper colored gutters. 
Request:  
Installation of copper 8” gutters using copper “T-Bar” roof hangers and copper 5” 
round downspouts, tying into the existing ground tiles. 

Guidelines: Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 

Exterior Metal 

Recommended 



Protecting and maintaining architectural metals from corrosion by providing 
proper drainage so that water does not stand on flat, horizontal surfaces or 
accumulate in curved, decorative features. 

Replacing in kind an entire architectural metal feature that is too deteriorated 
to repair if the overall form and detailing are still evident-using the physical 
evidence as a model to reproduce the feature. Examples could include cast 
iron porch steps or steel sash windows. If using the same kind of material is 
not technically or economically feasible, then a compatible substitute 
material may be considered. 

Not Recommended 

Removing an architectural metal feature that is unrepairable and not 
replacing it; or replacing it with a new architectural metal feature that does 
not convey the same visual appearance. 

Staff recommends approval of COA 25-73 

When gutter and downspout replacement was last proposed at 818 E 3rd St, 
the petitioner established that the system was leaking in many places and 
may need replacement rather than patching. The determination of the 
Commission was that because of the architectural significance of the 
building and the fact that the downspouts and gutters were an original and 
significant feature, they should be replaced with a system that matches the 
material and profile of the existing gutters. This new proposal would replicate 
the round copper gutters and copper hooks. 

 













 



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS  Address: 200 E Kirkwood Ave (People’s State 
Bank) 

COA 25-76 Petitioner: Nancy Baldwin 

Start Date: 10/23/2025 Parcel: 53-05-33-310-227.000-005 

RATING: NOTABLE 1961 international style commercial building 

 

Background: Built in 1961 by Monical and Wolverton, Inc, the Bloomington National 
Savings and Loan Association building is rated as Notable as an international style 
commercial building. It was designated a local historic district in 2022, and several 
stories have since been added since the building’s conversion into a hotel. 
Request: Installation of backlit sign onto marble curtain wall. 
 



Guidelines: US Department of the Interior Preservation Brief 25: The 
Preservation of Historic Signs 

New Signs and Historic Buildings 

• new signs should respect the size, scale and design of the historic building. 
Often features or details of the building will suggest a motif for new signs. 

• sign placement is important: new signs should not obscure significant 
features of the historic building. 

• sign materials should be compatible with those of the historic building. 
Materials characteristic of the building's period and style, used in 
contemporary designs, can form effective new signs. 

• new signs should be attached to the building carefully, both to prevent 
damage to historic fabric, and to ensure the safety of pedestrians. Fittings 
should penetrate mortar joints rather than brick, for example, and signloads 
should be properly calculated and distributed. 

Staff does not recommend approval of COA 25-76 

This building’s curtain walls and large plate glass windows make sign 
placement a challenge, particularly in the marble wall is to be protected. One 
way to prevent further damage to this material would be to attach the sign to 
the awning. Since the building itself is modern and the scale of the sign is not 
obtrusive, staff does not find an issue with the design proposed. 

 













 

  



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS  Address: 703 E 7th St (University Courts HD) 

COA 25-77 Petitioner: Michael Chamblee 

Start Date: 10/23/2025 Parcel: 53-05-33-403-043.000-005 

RATING: CONTRIBUTING 1915 2-story craftsman house 

 

Background: 703 E 7th St is a two-story limestone craftsman house with Italianate 
features. This façade is visible from N Fess Ave and the parking lot and alley to the 
north of the building. In June 2025, the property owner received COA 25-32 for the 
replacement of the rear single story shed addition. The Fire Marshall has requested a 
revision of the proposed rear addition to allow for more clearance for kitchen exhaust, 
which would extend the addition north another 5’ into what is now the parking lot. This 
proposal also includes the construction of a wooden deck and ramp at the NE corner 
of the first floor of the building. 
Request: Replacement of rear single story addition and construction of a rear wooden 
deck. 



 
 

Guidelines: University Courts HD  

5.1 Additions and New 

Construction 

Many types of additions can be appropriate as long as they do not damage 
the home’s historic features, materials, and style, or the spatial relationships 



that characterize the original building and site. Although additions and new 
construction must be compatible with surrounding historic properties, it 
should be noted that no two houses in the district are alike and identically 
sited, therefore creativity and individuality in interpreting a historic design will 
be considered. Changes to non-contributing houses are held to less 
restrictive standards than those to contributing properties, but additions and 
setting elements will still require review. 

Preservation Goals for Additions and New Construction 

To harmonize with adjacent and neighborhood buildings in terms of height, 
scale, mass, materials, spatial rhythm, and proportion when designing 
additions and buildings. To preserve the historic character and elements of 
contributing properties and their surroundings during new construction of 
compatible buildings and additions 

II. Construction of additions. 

• Locate additions so as not to obscure the primary facade of the historic 
building. 

• Retain significant building elements and site features, and minimize the loss 
of historic materials and details. 

• Size and scale of additions should not visually overpower the historic 
building or significantly change the proportion of the original built mass to 
open space. 

• Select exterior surface materials and architectural details for additions that 
are complementary to the existing building in terms of composition, module, 
texture, pattern, and detail. 

• Additions should be self-supporting, distinguishable from the original 
historic building, and constructed so that they can be removed without 
harming the building’s original structure. 

• Protect historic features and large trees from immediate and delayed 
damage due to construction activities. 

• Sensitive areas around historic features and mature trees should be roped 
off before demolition or construction begins. 

II. The addition of new patios, terraces, or decks. 

• New patios or terraces should avoid disturbance of a property’s character-
defining features and be subordinate to the scale and mass of the home. 



• Appropriately scaled, landscaped, and constructed patio seating areas may 
be permitted in front of the primary facade of the house with permission of 
the BHPC. 

• Employ materials appropriate to the neighborhood, such as stone, brick, or 
materials suggested by the style of the house, when constructing any 
additions. 

• Decks should be constructed well behind the primary facade. Although 
wood is the preferred building material, some composite decking materials 
may be considered. 

• All new construction should be self-supporting, not anchored into masonry 
foundations, and be removable without destroying historic materials. 

Staff recommends approval of COA 25-77 

The proposed rear addition would replace a later addition on the rear of the 
house and would not obscure a primary façade. It is compatible in scale and 
materials to the primary structure, and is self-supporting and distinguishable 
from the original house. Adjacent to a parking lot, its impact on the site would 
be minimal. The replacement addition would be very close in size to the 
existing addition, and the added vent would be inconspicuous and located on 
a minor elevation. The deck, likewise, would be minimally visible from the 
street and is appropriately scaled to the building. 

 





















 



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS Address: 503 N Rogers 

DD 25-25 Petitioner: Kimley-Horn 

Start Date: 9/17/2025 Parcel: 53-05-32-100-006.000-005 

RATING: CONTRIBUTING Shawnee Stone Company Mill and Quarry 

 

Background: In 1916 Irving Fell purchased the Shawnee Stone Company Mill and 
Quarry and used the land to start a company buying and selling iron and steel. The 
company was sued in 1988 by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for PCB 
contamination. In the early 1990s, twenty-seven thousand tons of soil were removed 
from the site and transported to a landfill in Utah. In 1996, Harold Dumes bought the 
company and renamed it Bloomington Iron and Metal. 
There are three contributing structures on the site: A two story stone and steel girder 
loading dock by the B-line c. 1895, a steel roof shed on wood posts c. 1910, and a 1953 
cement block one story office building.  
This item has been continued pending an investigation of the feasibility of preserving 
the stone mill loading dock on site. 
Request: Full demolition 



Guidelines: According to the demolition delay ordinance, BHPC has 90 days to review 
the demolition permit application from the time it is forwarded to the Commission for 
review. 
Staff Recommendation: Staff Recommends release of DD 25-25.  
The structure with the greatest significance on the site is by far the turn of the century 
railroad loading dock. While finding a new use for the contributing structures on this 
site could be difficult, staff encourages the petitioner to find a way to integrate this 
feature into a revised site plan. 

Shed as seen from N Fairview St 
 



Loading dock as seen from the B-Line trail north of lot

 



 
Site of demolition with contributing structures marked 
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