
   

City of Bloomington 

Environmental Commission 

The mission of the Environmental Commission is to promote the stewardship and preservation 
of the city's environment and natural resources by seeking out and responding to emerging 
issues, addressing them with sound long-term policy recommendations, and increasing local 
environmental awareness and engagement. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION NOTICE 
and REGULAR SESSION AGENDA 

December 18, 2025, 6:00 PM 
Hooker Meeting Room #245 

City Hall, 401 N Morton Street Bloomington, IN 47404 
Hybrid Meeting 

 

Join Zoom Meeting here: 
https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/8657231124?pwd=mPqboSiD0AhVwKSgkuW2aO7NHixi
hO.1&omn=81563021562 
Meeting ID: 865 723 1124 
Passcode: COBPT 

or on Community Access Television Service (CATS): https://catstv.net/government.php.  
Auxiliary aids are available upon request with adequate notice. 

 

  

https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/8657231124?pwd=mPqboSiD0AhVwKSgkuW2aO7NHixihO.1&omn=81563021562
https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/8657231124?pwd=mPqboSiD0AhVwKSgkuW2aO7NHixihO.1&omn=81563021562
https://catstv.net/government.php
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Environmental Commission Members 

Carrie Albright, Chair 
 Appointed by Mayor 
 Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026 

Heidi Brown 
 Appointed by Mayor 
 Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027 

Nadia Cain 
 Appointed by Common Council 
 Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026 

Matt Caldie, Vice Chair & Treasurer 
 Appointed by Mayor 
 Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027 

Norman Crampton 
Appointed by Mayor 
Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027 

Adam Fudickar 
 Appointed by Common Council 
 Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027 

Shannon Gayk 
 Appointed by Common Council 
 Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026 

Adam Martinez, Secretary  
 Appointed by Common Council 
 Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027 

Mitchell Owens 
 Appointed by Common Council 
 Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026 

David Parkhurst 
 Appointed by Mayor 
 Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026 

Vacancies: 2  
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1. Call to order and quorum confirmation: 
 

2. Introductions and Roll Call 
 In Person Absent Zoom 
Carrie Albright    
Heidi Brown    
Nadia Cain    
Matt Caldie    
Norman Crampton    
Adam Fudickar    
Shannon Gayk    
Adam Martinez    
Mitchell Owens    
David Parkhurst    
City Liaison,  
   Rachael Johnson 

   

 
3. Approval of November 20, 2025 minutes* 

 Yes No Abstain 
Carrie Albright    
Heidi Brown    
Nadia Cain    
Matt Caldie    
Norman Crampton    
Adam Fudickar    
Shannon Gayk    
Adam Martinez    
Mitchell Owens    
David Parkhurst    

 

4. New Business 
a. Hoosier River Watch Presentation – presented by Dylan Allison 
b. Commission Residency Requirement Discussion (Carrie Albright, 

Councilmember Matt Flaherty)  
 

5. Old Business 
 

a. Working group updates 
i. Biodiversity 
ii. Eco-Heroes 
iii. ECPC 
iv. Light Pollution 
v. Outreach & Education 
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vi. Special Projects 
vii. Water Quality 

 
6. Public comment 

Limit 5 minutes per person, 20 minutes total 
 

7. Staff Update 
 

a. 2026 Schedule 
b. Attendance Requirements  

 
8. Reports from: 

 
a. Tree Commission (TC) 
b. Environmental Resource Advisory Council (ERAC) 
c. Friends of Lake Monroe (FOLM) 
d. Bloomington Commission on Sustainability (BCOS) 
e. Monroe County – Identify and Reduce Invasive Species (MC-IRIS) 
f. Clean Community Program 

 

9. Commissioner announcements 
 

a. Lawn Mowing “Management” Public Engagement (Norm) 

 

10. Upcoming Meeting 
 

a. January 15, 2026, 6:00 pm, Hooker Room, Zoom, and CATS 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

* Item to be voted on  

The views expressed here are solely those of the Environmental Commission as 
approved in their public meetings, and do not necessarily reflect the views, policies, or 
positions of the City of Bloomington. Only the Office of the Mayor has the authority to 
issue policy statements on behalf of the Executive Branch of the City of Bloomington.   

The City is committed to providing equal access to information.  However, despite our efforts, at 
times, portions of our board and commission packets are not accessible for some individuals.  
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If you encounter difficulties accessing material in this packet, please contact Melissa Hirtzel at 
hirtzelm@bloomington.in.gov and provide your name, contact information, and a link to or 
description of the document or web page you are having problems with. 

 
As a quorum of the Commission or its committees may be present, this gathering 
constitutes a meeting under the Indiana Open Door Law (I.C. § 5-14-1.5). For that reason, 
this statement provides notice that this meeting will occur and is open for the public to 
attend, observe, and record what transpires. 

The City offers virtual options, including CATS public access television (live and tape 
delayed) found at https://catstv.net/. Working group meetings may be found at 
https://bton.in/ECWGreco. 

mailto:hirtzelm@bloomington.in.gov
https://catstv.net/
https://bton.in/ECWGreco
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Environmental Commission

The mission of the Environmental Commission is to promote the stewardship and preservation of the 
city's environment and natural resources by seeking out and responding to emerging issues, addressing 
them with sound long-term policy recommendations, and increasing local environmental awareness and 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
NOTICE and REGULAR SESSION 

AGENDA
November 20, 2025, 6:00 PM
Hooker Meeting Room #245

City Hall, 401 N Morton Street Bloomington, IN 47404
Hybrid Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting here:
https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/8657231124?
pwd=mPqboSiD0AhVwKSgkuW2aO7NHixihO.1&omn=81563021562
Meeting ID: 865 723 1124
Passcode: COBPT

or on Community Access Television Service (CATS): https://catstv.net/government.php. 
Auxiliary aids are available upon request with adequate notice.

https://catstv.net/government.php
https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/8657231124?pwd=mPqboSiD0AhVwKSgkuW2aO7NHixihO.1&omn=81563021562
https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/8657231124?pwd=mPqboSiD0AhVwKSgkuW2aO7NHixihO.1&omn=81563021562
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Environmental Commission Members

Carrie Albright, Chair
Appointed by Mayor
Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026

Heidi Brown
Appointed by Mayor
Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027

Nadia Cain
Appointed by Common Council
Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026

Matt Caldie, Vice Chair & Treasurer
Appointed by Mayor
Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027

Kasie Chappell
Appointed by Common Council
Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027

Norman Crampton
Appointed by Mayor
Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027

Adam Fudickar
Appointed by Common Council
Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027

Shannon Gayk
Appointed by Common Council
Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026

Adam Martinez, Secretary 
Appointed by Common Council
Term: February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027

Mitchell Owens
Appointed by Common Council
Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026

David Parkhurst
Appointed by Mayor
Term: February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2026

Vacancies: 1
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1. Call to order and quorum confirmation: 6:06 PM

2. Introductions and Roll Call

In Person Absent Zoom
Carrie Albright           X
Heidi Brown           X
Nadia Cain           X
Matt Caldie           X
Kasie Chappell           X
Norman Crampton           X
Adam Fudickar           X
Shannon Gayk           X
Adam Martinez           X
Mitchell Owens           X
David Parkhurst           X
City Liaison, 
   Rachael Johnson

          X

3. Approval of October 16, 2025 minutes*

Yes No Abstain
Carrie Albright           X
Heidi Brown           X
Nadia Cain           X
Matt Caldie           X
Kasie Chappell
Norman Crampton
Adam Fudickar           X
Shannon Gayk           X
Adam Martinez           X
Mitchell Owens           X
David Parkhurst           X

4. Public comment
Limit 5 minutes per person, 20 minutes total
Karl Gaisser is interested in filling the vacancy and wanted to observe the meeting.

5. New Business
a. Name Badges

David Hittle mentioned that commissioners will not be issued name badges and 
requests that any existing named badges be turned in.

b. Handbook Revision* – Quorums for Working Groups and Full Commission 
(Rachael)
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Our “50%” language in our quorum determination would require us to round 
up. Rachael is proposing that we explicitly mentioned a de minimis of 6.

c. Sustainable Energy Utility capstone project (Matt & Heidi)
Heidi wrote some recommendations to send to BCOS regarding the 
Sustainable Energy Utility capstone project that was presented in the 
October meeting.

d. Clean Air Act: Examining the Socioeconomic and Political Drivers of 
Enforcement (Nadia)
Nadia presented her thesis about enforcement of the Clean Air Act.

e. Annual Planning Meeting (Carrie)

Carrie started by recapping our 3-5 year priorities that were presenting to the 
common council earlier in the year.

Dark Sky certification is a potential goal to move towards.

Heidi mentioned spreading information to the public about water quality (probably 
falls under water quality working group).

Nadia suggested giving presentations to schools or classes.

The group discussed ways to encourage the public to bring ideas and suggestions to 
the commission

3-5 year priorities:

•  Continue to review and potentially improve the process for on-boarding new 
commissioners

• Create a water quality report

• Create a stream inventory

• Achieve and retain relevant city certifications

• Look for ways to utilize funding

                  Potential 2026 goals:

• Move towards Dark Sky International certifications – light pollution

• In-school presentations – outreach

• Eco-Heroes – biodiversity

• Improve the public input process – outreach

• Spread awareness of the Habitat Connectivity Plan – biodiversity
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• Conduct a riparian buffer inventory of certain streams in Bloomington – 
water quality

• Consider requesting UDO changes – any/all

• General outreach – outreach

• Update/overhaul literature – outreach

• Continue ECPC – ECPC

• Update website materials – outreach

• Social media / outreach / education working group – outreach

                  Working groups and members (informal leaders/wranglers underlined, potential 
members in parenthesis):

• ECPC

• Rachael,   Adam M., Matt, Mitchell, David, Carrie, (Norm), (Nadia)

• Water quality

• Mitchell  , David, Heidi, Kasie, (Carrie)

• Light pollution

• Adam M  ., Matt, Adam F., (Nadia)

• Biodiversity

• Shannon, Carrie, Adam F., David, Matt

• Eco-heroes

• Carrie  , Matt, Adam M., Shannon, (Nadia), Heidi

• Special projects

• Carrie  , Mitchell, Adam F., (Matt)

• Outreach/education

• Adam F., Matt, Shannon, (Nadia), Carrie, Heidi

6. Old Business

a. Working group updates
i. Biodiversity

Bee City groups are beginning to meet.
We’ve ordered stickers to give out to those who add their data to the 
habitat connectivity map.



6

ii. Eco-Heroes
Carrie proposed some ideas. 
Theme: Our Nature at Night
We would add additional language about what happens in nature at night. 
Also providing examples of what participants could submit.
The city’s Earth Day event is April 18th. Winners should be informed by 
April 10th. Carrie suggested the cutoff date for submissions to be the 7th. 
Information will be sent to educators the week of December 8th.
The week of January 12th we will send additional materials. Flier, city 
website, etc will also be sent around this time.
We will also solicit donations at the same time.
March 17th is a potential date to begin accepting submissions.

iii. ECPC
1. Draft 2026 Schedule

The St Remy dam project was presented to the BZA. Additional 
remediation was requested.
There will be a meeting on Tuesday the 25th.
Rachael proposed a meeting schedule.

iv. Light Pollution
No update.

v. Special Projects
The commission has a new tablecloth.

vi. Water Quality
Ask Mitchell about preliminary water quality results. 

7. Staff Update
There is a new system for applying to the commission. Many commissioners’ terms are 
ending soon.

8. Reports from:

a. Tree Commission (TC)
David gave a recap of the recent meeting.

b. Environmental Resource Advisory Council (ERAC)
Did not meet.

c. Friends of Lake Monroe (FOLM)
David has no notes.

d. Bloomington Commission on Sustainability (BCOS)
The meeting was mostly administrative.

e. Monroe County – Identify and Reduce Invasive Species (MC-IRIS)
Rachael gave a recap of the recent meeting.

f. Clean Community Program
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No commissioners attended the recent meeting. Bloomington is 1 project away 
from achieving Silver.

9. Commissioner announcements

a. Lawn Mowing “Management” Public Engagement (Norm)
Norm was not present to make an announcement.

10. Upcoming Meeting

a. December 18, 2025, 6:00 pm, Hooker Room, Zoom, and CATS

11. Adjournment

8:04 PM

* Item to be voted on 

The views expressed here are solely those of the Environmental Commission as approved in their 
public meetings, and do not necessarily reflect the views, policies, or positions of the City of 
Bloomington. Only the Office of the Mayor has the authority to issue policy statements on behalf 
of the Executive Branch of the City of Bloomington. 

The City is committed to providing equal access to information.  However, despite our efforts, at times, 
portions of our board and commission packets are not accessible for some individuals.  If you encounter 
difficulties accessing material in this packet, please contact Melissa Hirtzel at 
hirtzelm@bloomington.in.gov and provide your name, contact information, and a link to or description of 
the document or web page you are having problems with.

As a quorum of the Commission or its committees may be present, this gathering constitutes a 
meeting under the Indiana Open Door Law (I.C. § 5-14-1.5). For that reason, this statement 
provides notice that this meeting will occur and is open for the public to attend, observe, and 
record what transpires.

The City offers virtual options, including CATS public access television (live and tape delayed) 
found at https://catstv.net/. Working group meetings may be found at https://bton.in/ECWGreco.

mailto:hirtzelm@bloomington.in.gov
https://bton.in/ECWGreco
https://catstv.net/


Hoosier Riverwatch:
Water Quality in Indiana

Dylan Allison

HRW Coordinator

DJAlliso@IDEM.IN.gov / Riverwatch@IDEM.IN.gov

317-308-3392

mailto:DJAlliso@IDEM.IN.gov
mailto:Riverwatch@IDEM.IN.gov


What is Hoosier Riverwatch?
• Volunteer Stream Monitoring Program

– Training workshops offered to adults
– Volunteers contribute to database
– Mission: Involve Hoosiers in becoming active 

stewards of Indiana’s water resources 



History of Riverwatch
• Early ‘90s - Hoosier Riverkeeper clean-ups (DNR)
• 1996 - Hoosier Riverwatch added monitoring, 

coordinator hired with CWA funds 
• 2001 - First volunteer instructor training was held
• 2012 – Moves to Indiana Department of 

Environmental Management (OWQ)
• 2026 – Celebrates 30th Anniversary!



Foundational Knowledge



Hoosier National Forest

“More than half of the 
drinking water in the U.S. 

originates in forests…”





• Ocean- 3,000 years
• Atmosphere- 9 days
• Ice Caps- >1,000 years 

(2.7 mil in Antarctica)
• Groundwater- 1-2 

months
• Lakes- 1-100 years
• Rivers- 12-20 days



https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/resources/indiana-huc-finder/ 



Hands-On Experience



Clean Water Important to All



We Still Have Work to Do



Why We Monitor

• Identify pollutants and sources 
• Establish baseline data
• Document changes and trends
• Measure effectiveness of BMP



Measuring Water Quality

Chemical

BiologicalPhysical





Citizens Qualitative
Habitat Evaluation Index

• The following all contribute to habitat and 
combine to give a final score:
– Substrate
– Fish Cover (pg. 25 for examples)
– Stream shape and human alteration
– Riparian area and local land use
– Depth/Velocity
– Riffles/Runs



https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/
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Your phone 
calculator can 

help find 
conversions



Chemical Assessment

• Water Temperature
• Dissolved Oxygen
• pH
• Phosphates
• Nitrates and Nitrites
• Turbidity/Transparency
• Biochemical Oxygen Demand 5-day
• E. coli and general coliforms





DO:  Q-Value Graph & Table









Gulf of Mexico – “Dead Zone”





Benthic Macroinvertebrates:
Why do we monitor them?

• Chemistry – just a snapshot in time
• Macroinvertebrates:

– Not very mobile
– Spend extended period in the water
– Have different levels of tolerance to pollution 

• Macroinvertebrates provide idea of water 
quality over extended period of time









www.hoosierriverwatch.com
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Advanced Workshops
• Basic workshop prerequisite
• Approx. ½ day trainings

E. Coli Training Macroinvertebrate Training



Training Videos



Hoosier Riverwatch JUNIOR
• K-12 Activity Guide
• Low/No Cost Modules
• Tied to Education 

Standards



Questions?

Dylan Allison
Hoosier Riverwatch Coordinator, IDEM

Riverwatch@IDEM.IN.gov
317-308-3392

39

mailto:Riverwatch@IDEM.IN.gov



	1 December 18 2025 Agenda
	2 20251120-minutes
	3 HRW Bloomington Environmental Commission
	Hoosier Riverwatch:�Water Quality in Indiana
	What is Hoosier Riverwatch?	
	Slide Number 3
	Foundational Knowledge
	Hoosier National Forest
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Hands-On Experience
	Clean Water Important to All
	We Still Have Work to Do
	Why We Monitor
	Measuring Water Quality
	Slide Number 14
	Citizens Qualitative�Habitat Evaluation Index
	https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/
	Slide Number 17
	Chemical Assessment
	Slide Number 19
	DO:  Q-Value Graph & Table
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Benthic Macroinvertebrates:�Why do we monitor them?
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	www.hoosierriverwatch.com�
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Questions?

	4 2026 Environmental Commission Schedule

