 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
TREE COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA
Monday, February 16, 2026
9:30 a.m.
City Hall, McCloskey Conference Room 401 N Morton ST STE 135 Bloomington IN 47404
Learn more about accessibility and building access in the City of Bloomington
For more information about the Tree Commission, or to submit questions or comments for consideration by the Tree Commission, send an email to Urban Forester Haskell Smith.
The City of Bloomington is committed to providing all citizens with equal access to information, and is working toward making all City-created online documents accessible pursuant to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG). If you encounter difficulties accessing City-created online documents, please send an email to the Parks and Recreation Office Manager or call 812-349-3700. In your email or message, please provide your name, contact information, and a link to or description of the inaccessible document or web page.
Tree Commission Members
 
	Commission Member
	Appointed by
	Appointment Date
	Term

	Stephanie Freeman-Day
	Common Council
	2/1/2025
	2/1/2025-1/31/2028

	Travis Harding
	Common Council
	2/1/2025
	2/1/2025-1/31/2028

	George Hegeman
	Board of Park Commissioners
	2/1/2024
	2/1/2024-1/31/2027

	Julie Roberts
	Mayor
	3/1/2024
	3/1/2024-1/31/2027

	Mia Williams
	Mayor
	2/1/2023
	2/1/2023-1/31/2026

	Haskell Smith, Staff Liaison
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a


 
CALL TO ORDER
I. ROLL CALL
I. Present: George, Stephanie, Haskell, Julie [public- Neil Tong, James Ford] Rachel Johnson- senior environmental planner with City of Bloomington
II. Absent: Mia, Travis
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND MEMO. -February 2026
I. Tabled, no quorum
III. AGENDA
1. Reports
1. Urban Forester’s Report (Haskell Smith)- attachment sent in email
· Street department working through removals, addendum with Parks Board for Bluestone, orchard, truck condemned but got new trailer, Garden Fair April 11at Switchyard Park (Haskell will be there handing out seedlings- Canopy will also likely attend), Arbor Day April 29 at Rogers Family Park- planting along Jackson Creek trail, Bloomington Branches September 12 (Bryan Park Arboretum), ash tree health assessment underway with Mother Nature Landscaping, storm resilience grant pruning underway (Bluestone), winter projects- clearing after tornado on south side (rail trail) Rogers Family Park- woodshop, clearance of RCA connector path, IU students have drafted arboretum map, ongoing- finalizing UF Master Plan
2. Environmental Commission Report (liaison to be named)
· none
3. Report from Indiana University’s Landscape Architect (Mia Williams)
· None (will submit a written report
4. [Optional] Report from Canopy Bloomington (Julie Roberts)
· none
2. New Business
Discussion about development project, 2511 N. Dunn – see 402301_base (1).pdf
Northgrove Subdivision (~15 lots)- seeking a variance from tree preservation standards (they are not retaining enough canopy (only 36%) to meet these (60%)- going to Board of Zoning Appeals next Thursday [packet goes out this Thursday, so any communications are ideally sent before this], street trees to be planted do not go towards tree preservation standards, rather landscaping, and they are also replacing less trees than are being removed, lots are small (less than 1/5 an acre in most cases)--- this is one among multiple variances being sought, species diversity good per Haskell’s review but can be improved upon- Haskell will get another chance to review and make recommendations, detention facility limits how many trees can be planted, TC invited to make public comments representing the Commission or as individuals, developers have added additional trees along edges of property and Rachel is checking in to see if planting can be done more intensely in northwest area of planned development. If Tree Commission wants to make a statement as a Commission would need to meet in a public place and Haskell would need to announce this meeting 48 hours in advance. We can also respond as individuals. Personal comments go to Haskell to submit to BZA (send by Thursday)
Pete Ellis/ 10th Street (SR 45) tree removal- 2018/2019 INDOT began reaching out for public comment, Haskell does not have the history from previous urban foresters- he only found out when the white x marks were put on the trees on 1/20/2026. Ongoing discussion about who owns the public ROW- this will be determined in an upcoming meeting. Haskell will be asking to retain around 50% of the trees slated for removal and has arguments to back this up. And to also replace the trees per city standards for any removed from city ROW. Tree Commission backs up Haskell’s advocacy of this. 
3. Old Business
Comments on the Integrated Pest Management plan if any
4. Public Comment – anything unrelated to agenda items
V. ADJOURNMENT 
1. NEXT MEETING: Monday, March 16th.
Location: City Hall, McCloskey Conference Room 401 N Morton ST STE 135 Bloomington IN 47404
Handouts (see attached, if available)
· Tree Commission Meeting Notes Jan 2026                                (see attached)
· Tree Commission Meeting Memo Jan 2026                               (see attached)
· Urban Forester’s Feb 2026 Report                                               (see attached)
· Tree Commission Meeting Agenda (Feb 16th, 2026)                (see attached)
· Documents related to 2511 N Dunn                                             (see attached)
 
  
 
 
 
 

