[image: I:\common\COMMISSIONS\Human Rights Commission\Logo\BMCHRC Logo black.png]

February 16, 2026 Meeting Minutes
Hooker Conference Room, City Hall
5:00 p.m.

The Bloomington/Monroe County Human Rights Commission met at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, February 16, 2026, in the Hooker Conference Room of Showers City Hall.

Commissioners Attending: Sharon Baker (online via Zoom), Kathleen Bensberg, Stephen Coover, Amy Jackson, Emma Williams, Lilliana Young.
Staff Attending: BMCHRC Liaison Michael Shermis, BMCHRC Assistant Annabelle Vosmeier, Assistant City Attorney Taylor Brown.
Public Attending: Nick Minaudi, Andino Silvania, Jackie Warren, Hopi Stosberg.

---

Call to Order
1. Vice Chair Williams brought the BMCHRC to order at 5:00 PM.

Guest Speaker: Nick Minaudo, Indiana Legal Services
1. Nick Minaudo presented an introduction to the work of Indiana Legal Services, which uses the law to fight poverty, empower clients, and improve access to justice through providing civil legal assistance to eligible low-income residents of Indiana. The Bloomington office serves Monroe and thirteen other counties. Minaudo then answered questions from commissioners about ILS’s work. 

Approval of Minutes of January 20, 2026 Meeting
1. Young moved to approve the minutes from January 20, 2026. Baker seconded. Passed unanimously by roll call vote, 5-0, Bensberg abstaining due to previous absence.

Elections
1. Baker nominated Williams as chair. Elected unanimously through roll call vote, 6-0.
2. Coover nominated Jackson as vice-chair. Young nominated herself as vice-chair. Jackson was elected, 4-2.
3. Jackson nominated Young as secretary; she did not accept the nomination. Williams nominated Coover. Elected unanimously through roll call vote, 6-0.

Commission on the Status of Black Males Appointment
1. Shermis reported that the BMCHRC’s appointment to the Commission on the Status of Black Males, Cornelius Wright, was up for reappointment after a successful first term and had agreed to continue to serve. Bensberg moved to reappoint him for a two-year term; Jackson seconded. Reappointed unanimously through roll call vote, 6-0. Jackson suggested inviting him to a meeting.

Report from Staff
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]MLK, Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission Donation: Shermis reported that the MLK, Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission was seeking a donation of $250 to make up a shortfall in fundraising. The BMCHRC had been a previous donor, although not in the past couple years, and has funding from Bloomington United. Coover moved to donate the $250; Baker seconded. Passed unanimously through roll call vote, 6-0. 
	
Reports from Commissioners
1. Jackson: The Front Door is having its inaugural event on Sunday at Western Skateland, to be followed by a self-defense event in March. They are looking for an accessible space, particularly in the downtown area.

Open Cases
1. Williams’s disability discrimination in employment. Received position statement, requesting more information. 
2. Young’s national origin discrimination in employment. Respondent asked for extension.
3. Bensberg’s disability discrimination in employment. Requested additional information; the responded asked for an extension.
4. Jackson’s racial discrimination in housing case. Still awaiting a potential appeal.

Assignment of New Cases
1. Two intake interviews (racial discrimination and national origin discrimination in employment) are scheduled for later this week.

Unfinished Business 
1. Advocacy: Commissions asked brief questions of Brown following last month’s discussion. 
2. Art/Essay Contest: Bensberg volunteered to judge essays and Williams volunteered to judge art. 

New Business
1. None.

Public Input
2. None. 

Adjournment: Chair Williams adjourned the meeting at 6:08 p.m.
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