
Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission Showers City Hall 
McCloskey Room, Thursday June 27, 2019, 5:00 P.M. AGENDA 

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. June 4, 2019 Minutes

IV. CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
Staff Review

A. COA 19-36
101 W. Kirkwood Avenue (Courthouse Square HD)
Petitioner: Everywhere Signs
Replace current text on sign with new text and font. See packet for details.

B. COA 19-37
1026 E. 1st Street (Elm Heights HD)
Petitioner: Rezah Kaffash
Installation of two flush-mounted solar tubes. One will be on the west elevation of the
hipped roof. The other will either be on the west or south (rear) elevation.

C. COA 19-38
500 S. Ballantine Road (Elm Heights HD)
Petitioner: James Connaughton
Replace five UniFrame double hung vinyl windows on the east and north elevations of the
home. New windows will be Pella 250 Series, double hung vinyl windows.

Commission Review 
A. COA 19-35
221 E. Kirkwood Avenue (Victoria Towers HD)
Petitioner: Tim Cover
Modification of existing patio area along Kirkwood; addition of four awnings; removal of
window on the Lincoln St façade to create a new tenant entrance.

V. DEMOLITION DELAY
Staff Review

A. Demo-Delay 19-11
411 E. 1st Street
Petitioner: Susan Williams
Partial demolition: Addition of porch to rear of structure 

Commission Review 
A. Demo-Delay 19-09
523 W. 7th Street
Petitioner: David Holdman
Full demolition of home.
B. Demo-Delay 19-10
300 W. 6th Street (Hays Market)
Petitioner: Tim Cover
 Partial demolition: removal or destruction of the exterior surface of forty percent or more
of the area of ay exterior facade.

VI. NEW BUSINESS
A. Discuss local designation of Kohr Building (1947 Hospital Wing)

VII. OLD BUSINESS

VIII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS



 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Auxiliary aids for people with disabilities are available upon request with adequate notice. Please call 

812-349-3429 or email, human.rights@bloomington.in.gov. 

Next meeting date is July 11, 2019 at 5:00 P.M. in the McCloskey Room. Posted: 6/20/2019 

mailto:human.rights@bloomington.in.gov
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SPECIAL SESSION 
Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission  

Showers City Hall McCloskey Room,  
Tuesday June 4, 2019 

MINUTES 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Meeting was called to order by Jeff Goldin, @ 5:00 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Commissioners 

John Saunders 
Lee Sandweiss 
Jeff Goldin 
Deb Hutton 
Leslie Abshier 
Sam DeSollar 
Susan Dyer  
Chris Sturbaum 
 

Advisory 
Duncan Campbell 
 

Absent 
Jenny Southern 
Ernesto Casteneda 
Derek Richey 
Doug Bruce 
 

Staff 
Conor Herterich, HAND 
Eddie Wright, HAND 
Philippa Guthrie, Legal  

   
Guests 

Michael Korus 
Tom Doak 
Lucy Schaisch 
Michael Kee 
Julie Goddunar 
Susan Hathaway 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
IV. CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 
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Commission Review 

 
A. COA 19-33 
715 N. Maple Street (Maple Heights Conservation District) 
Petitioner: Mike Kee 
New construction on a vacant lot. See Packet for details. 
 
Conor Herterich gave presentation. See packet for details.  
 
Discussion ensued 
 
The Commissioners had no questions during the questions phase. 
 
The Maple Heights Conservation District presented design recommendations 
to the Commissioners. Leslie Abshier asked if the Neighborhood had time to 
review the plans. Lucy Schaisch noted that neighborhood is still writing their 
design guidelines, but they put together a packet recommending design changes, 
and suggestions for materials to be used. Lucy gave a presentation on behalf of 
the neighborhood, see packet for details. The Neighborhood likes the overall 
design of the home but has recommendations for materials to be used to be more 
consistent with other homes in the Neighborhood. They also had suggestions for 
the porch design, as that is very important to the neighborhood to remain 
consistency with other houses in the area. 
 
Jeff Goldin reminded the Commissioners before the comment phase that Maple 
Heights is a conservation district and not a historic district. Chris Sturbaum 
stated that since this is a conservation district they can only review the infill. 
Chris Sturbaum asked Lucy to repeat the comments about the porch from her 
presentation. Chris stated that to remain consistent with the rest of the 
neighborhood they must get the porch correct, John Saunders agreed. Chris 
also stated that 4” lap is consistent with the neighborhood, that 6” lap would 
distort the architecture of the house. Deb Hutton also agreed with Chris and 
stated the porch needed to be expanded to be in proportion to the house. Lee 
Sandweiss agreed with the previous comments on the porch and the siding. 
Duncan Campbell stated he is impressed with the details on the neighborhood 
presentation and they made a good recommendation. However, he feels like 
compatibility does not have to be imitation. In issues of compatibility they look 
at set back from the street and placement on the lot, but not at architectural form.  
Sam DeSollar stated that he agrees with Duncan’s comments and stated that he 
looked at the siding on bungalows in the neighborhood and some of the older 
houses have 6” siding, more newer homes have 4” siding. Sam stated that they 
should set a cap on placement of the house on the lot. But he has no problem 
with the slope of the roof or the house. They would not need railing if they keep 
the porch low and it would be consistent with other homes in the neighborhood. 
Sam likes that they are matching the front set back but it is also important to 
match the side setback as well. But he has concerns that there is no site plan 
included in the packet. He stated that any deviation from what is stated in the 
packet should come back for staff approval and he would also like to see door 
and window specifications come back for staff approval. Window sizes, styles 
and grid types are very important to how a house reads for the street. Jeff Goldin 
agrees with Sam’s and Duncan’s statements as far as compatibility. Chris 
Sturbaum asked about the block to be used. Sam clarified that the plan called 
for stucco over block. Chris encouraged the use of split face block over stucco 
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block as the stucco will crumble and fall off. Lucy stated they are not looking to 
get a perfect bungalow, but are looking for balance and a livable home that is 
compatible. Tom Doak stated that the front of the house is what makes a 
neighborhood a neighborhood. Julie Goddunar stated that if the porch could be 
expanded it could mitigate the shape of the roof. They are not trying to recreate 
the previous house that was on the lot but they know what works in that 
neighborhood. A conservation district can only review new construction but the 
neighborhood to that very seriously. Michael Kee, representative for the 
petitioner, stated that he wouldn’t have a problem with the recommended 
changes, but he is unsure how to change the porch within the design plans of the 
home. Chris Sturbaum stated that going forward these designs should go before 
the neighborhood for review before being presented to the commission. Chris 
then asked that they use full columns on porch round 10” but no less than 8”with 
4” minimum lap, windows with applied marking on both the inside and outside 
of the glass epoxied to the glass. Split face block on the foundation and widen 
the porch at least a foot on each side. Sam added subject to staff review 
placement of the new home basically in the footprint of the previous home. 
Chris noted that plan details for the trim must be followed as shown. Conor 
Herterich stated that this is becoming very complicated and confusing, he also 
had concerns about the Commissioners redesigning a home with a plan that the 
Commission thought was acceptable at the last meeting and just asked for more 
detail on siting and materials, especially when that the home is in a conservation 
district.  
 
Chris Sturbaum made a motion to approve COA 19-33 with the following 
amendments, siding material will be cement board with boral used for the trim; 
no railing on the porch; porch columns will have 8” diameter from the porch 
floor to the roof; split block is ok on the foundation; windows and door specs 
must be submitted to the BHPC Staff and approved by the Staff; windows must 
be wood with applied grids on the outside. Lee Sandweiss seconded. 
Motion carried 8-0-0 (Yes/no/abstain)  
 
B. COA 19-34 
1125 S. Rogers (McDoel Historic District) 
Petitioner: Michael Korus 
Demolition of detached garage and removal of fence around structure. 
 
Conor Herterich gave presentation. See packet for details.  
 
Discussion ensued 
 
Chris Sturbaum asked whether they were going to replace garage, Michael 
Korus stated he is not replacing the garage. Duncan Campbell would like to 
see pictures of the entire garage and asked if the whole structure looks like the 
picture. John Saunders stated that the picture is of the worst aspect of the garage 
but all of the walls are bowed and leaning. 
 
Sam DeSollar made a motion to approve COA 19-34, Leslie Abshier seconded. 
Motion carried 8-0-0. 
 

V. DEMOLITION DELAY  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
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VIII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 

Chris Sturbaum noted that he has asked Conor Herterich to start developing 
guidelines for historical designation for the Kohr Building for the old hospital 
building. If they wait there could be issues for historical designation in the future. 
Philippa Guthrie stated that IU Health will demolish the existing hospital, but will 
allow the city to decide what they would like to do with the Kohr Building and the 
parking garage. There are issues with the Kohr Building, for example, when the hospital 
is demolished, the Kohr Building will have no utilities connections as they are through 
the hospital building. 

 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Meeting was adjourned by Jeff Goldin @ 6:06 pm. 

 
END OF MINUTES 

 



COA: 19-36 

Staff Decision 

Address: 101 W. Kirkwood Avenue  
Petitioner: Everywhere Signs 
Parcel #:  53-05-33-310-237.000-005  

Rating: Contr ibuting  Structure; Italianate, Commercial c. 1875 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background: This is an Italianate style commercial structure located on the south side 
of the Courthouse Square. 
Request: Replace cur rent text on the sign with new text representing the current 
business. Sign dimensions and location will not change. 
Guidelines: Courthouse Square Historic District Design Guidelines, pg. 22 
1. Wall Signs: Building mounted signage should be of scale and design so as not to compete 

with the building’s historic character 
2. Wall signs should be located above storefront windows and below second story windows 
3. Signs in other locations will be reviewed on a case by case basis.  
Staff Decision: Staff approves COA 19-36 due to the following reasons: 
1. The signage is compatible with the guidelines. The only change to the current sign is the 

font and text which staff finds does not compete with the historic character of the  
building. 



Case Number:

Date Filed:

Scheduled for Hearing:

Address of Historic Property:

c E R r, r,t li.'r' 3t l'Sit?ffi r E N E s s

* ?k ?k ?k ?k ?k ?k* ?k ?k* ?k ?k rr ?k

Petitioner's Name: E t/ert a h er( 3, q ,, s
;

dV LilalnGr s/t€€/Petitioner's Address: &ksfr
Phone Number/e-mail:

Owner's Name:
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Instructions to Petitioners

The petitioner must attend a preliminary meeting with staff of the Depanment of Housing and
Neighborhood Development during which the petitioner will be advised as to the appropriateness of
the request and the process of obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness. The petitioner must file a
"complete application" with Housing and Neighborhood Department Staff no later than seven days

before a scheduled regular meeting. The Historic Preservation Commission meets the second
Thursday of each month at 5:00 P.M. in the McCloskey Room. The petitioner or his designee must
attend the scheduled meeting in order to answer any questions or supply supporting material. You
will be notified of the Commission's decision and a Certificate of Appropriateness will be issued to
you. Copies of the Certificate must accompany any building permit application subsequently filed
for the work described. If you feel uncertain of the merits of your petition, you also have the right
to attend a preliminary hearing, which will allow you to discuss the proposal with the Commission /
before the hearing during which action is taken. Action on a filing must occur within thirty days of \/
the filing date, unless a preliminary hearing is requested. V
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Please respond to the following questions and attach additional pages for photographs,

drawings, surveys as requested.

A "Complete Application" consists of the following:

1 . A legal description of the lot.

2. A description of the naturgof the pro sed
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3. A description of the terials used.

4. Attach a drawing or provide a picture of the proposed modifications. You may use
manufacturer's brochures if appropri ate.

5. Include a scaled drawing, survey or geographic information system map showing the footprint of
the existing structure and adjacent thoroughfares, Geographic Information System maps may be
provided by staff if requested. Show this document to Planning Department Staff in order to
ascertain whether variances or zoning actions are required.

6. Affix at least three photographs showing the existing fulI facade at each street frontage and the
area of modification. If this petition is a proposal for construction of an entirely new structure or
accessory building, include photographs ofadjacent properties taken from the street exposure.

If this application is part of a fufiher submittal to the Board of Zoning Appeals fbr a Conditional Use or development
standard variance, please describe the use proposed and modification to the property which will result.



BLOOMINGTON, IN 47404PROJECT # 181974

MY EYE DOCTOR SIGNAGE PACKAGE



Project No: 

Orig. Draft:

Page Rev:

Proj. Location: 

Proj. Manager:

Sales Rep: P 
R 

O
 J 

E 
C 

T This sign design is exclusive property of Identiti Resources, LTD., and is the result 
of the original and creative work of it’s employees. This drawing is submitted to 
the customer for the sole purpose of purchase of the design or signage 
manufactured to this design, by Identiti Resources, LTD. Distribution to or use of 
this sign design by anyone outside of the customer’s organization, without 
expressed, written authorization by Identiti Resources, LTD. is prohibited.

Scale:

000

NTS Revision Art: N/ARevision Date: Rev. Details:No Rev. This page is from the original draft.

SITE PLAN

Schaumburg, IL 60173
1201 Wiley Rd, Ste 150

O:  847.301.0510

ideas@identiti.net
F:  847.301.0518

Josh Sprecher

101 W. Kirkwood Ave, Ste 120, Bloomington, IN 47404

09/20/18

181974

Jim Zook

EXISTING PROPOSED

Designer: Lila

S2-1
S1-1



S1-1
SIGN CODE •

SIGN TYPE •

MOUNTING •

COLOR PALETTE •

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Project No: 

Orig. Draft:

Page Rev:

Proj. Location: 

Proj. Manager:

Sales Rep: P 
R 

O
 J 

E 
C 

T This sign design is exclusive property of Identiti Resources, LTD., and is the result 
of the original and creative work of it’s employees. This drawing is submitted to 
the customer for the sole purpose of purchase of the design or signage 
manufactured to this design, by Identiti Resources, LTD. Distribution to or use of 
this sign design by anyone outside of the customer’s organization, without 
expressed, written authorization by Identiti Resources, LTD. is prohibited.

Scale:

000

Revision Art: N/ARevision Date: Rev. Details:No Rev. This page is from the original draft.

Schaumburg, IL 60173
1201 Wiley Rd, Ste 150

O:  847.301.0510

ideas@identiti.net
F:  847.301.0518

Proposed Signage =  10.01 SqFt
Relevant Signage Code:
1.5 SF per linear foot tenant frontage
Existing signage: 10.01SF

Sign Calculation:
(H) x (L) of overall boxed dimensions

FRONT STORE ELEVATION

N/A

N/A

Flush Mounted

White Sintra

Designer: Lila

PMS 297

1/2”=12”

3/4" sintra letter set

EXISTING PROPOSED

21.75"

274.00"
22 ft - 10 in

140.00"
11 ft - 8 in

23 ft - 10 in

101.25"
8 ft - 5 1/4 in

14.25"
1 ft - 2 1/4 in

Josh Sprecher

101 W. Kirkwood Ave, Ste 120, Bloomington, IN 47404

09/20/18

181974

Jim Zook



S2-1
SIGN CODE •

SIGN TYPE •

MOUNTING •

COLOR PALETTE •

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Project No: 

Orig. Draft:

Page Rev:

Proj. Location: 

Proj. Manager:

Sales Rep: P 
R 

O
 J 

E 
C 

T This sign design is exclusive property of Identiti Resources, LTD., and is the result 
of the original and creative work of it’s employees. This drawing is submitted to 
the customer for the sole purpose of purchase of the design or signage 
manufactured to this design, by Identiti Resources, LTD. Distribution to or use of 
this sign design by anyone outside of the customer’s organization, without 
expressed, written authorization by Identiti Resources, LTD. is prohibited.

Scale:

000

Revision Art: N/ARevision Date: Rev. Details:No Rev. This page is from the original draft.

Schaumburg, IL 60173
1201 Wiley Rd, Ste 150

O:  847.301.0510

ideas@identiti.net
F:  847.301.0518

Proposed Signage =  5.31 SqFt
Relevant Signage Code:
1.5 SF per linear foot tenant frontage
Existing signage: 5.31SF

Sign Calculation:
(H) x (L) of overall boxed dimensions

SIDE STORE ELEVATION

N/A

N/A

Flush Mounted

White Sintra

Designer: Lila3/4”=12”

3/4" sintra letter set

73.75"
6 ft - 1 3/4 in

10.375"

Josh Sprecher

101 W. Kirkwood Ave, Ste 120, Bloomington, IN 47404

09/20/18

181974

Jim Zook

PMS 297

21.75"

92.00"
7 ft - 8 in

±109.00"
±9 ft - 1 in

EXISTING PROPOSED



COA: 19-37 
Staff Decision 

Address: 1026 E. 1st Street 
Petitioner: Rezah Kaffash 
Parcel #: 53-08-04-100-051.000-009  

Rating: Contr ibuting    Structure; Spanish Colonial c. 1929 

Background: The petitioner received a COA in May 2018 for the installation of two flush
-mounted roof-solar light tubes. 

Request:  

1. Installation of two flush-mounted solar tubes. One will be on the west elevation of the 
hipped roof. The other will either be on the west or south (rear) elevation.  

Guidelines: Elm Heights Historic District Design Guidelines, pg. 24. 

1. When attempting to introduce new roof features such as skylights, dormers, or vents, 
locate them so as to minimize damage to the historic roof design, character-defining roof 
materials, or the character of the historic district.  

2.  Install equipment such as solar collectors or antennae in locations that do not compromise 
roofs of significant durability (clay or slate) and on roof slopes less visible from the street. 

Staff Decision: Staff approves COA 19-37 for the following reasons: 

1. The solar tubes will be flush mounted to the roof and will be an inconspicuous and almost 
invisible from the sidewalk. As a result this project will not impact the historic character of 
the district.  

2. The HPC had no issues with the addition of the two previous solar tubes which were 
located on the roof elevation facing 1st Street.  



















COA: 19-38 

Staff Decision 

Address: 500 S. Ballantine Road 
Petitioner: James Connaughton 
Parcel #:  53-08-04-102-047.000-009  

Rating: Contr ibuting  Structure; Colonial Revival c. 1940 

 
Background: This is a Colonial Revival style home located in the Elm Heights Histor ic 
District. The windows to be replaced are not original and are vinyl. 
Request:  
1. Replace five UniFrame double hung vinyl windows on the east and north elevations of 

the home with Pella 250 Series, Double Hung vinyl windows.  
2. The size, shape, and pane configuration of the windows will remain the same.  
Guidelines: Elm Heights Historic District Design Guidelines, pg. 26 
1. If original windows, doors, and hardware can be restored and reused, they should not be 

replaced.  
Staff Decision: Staff approves COA 19-36 due to the following reasons: 
1. After a site visit, staff  determined that the windows to be replaced are vinyl and are not 

original to the house. The proposed work does not violate the SOI Standards or the Elm 
Heights design guidelines.  















COA: 19-35 
 

Address: 221 E. Kirkwood Avenue 
Petitioner: Tim Cover 
Parcel #: 53-05-33-310-337.000-005   

Rating: Contr ibuting    Structure; Queen Anne c. 1890 

Background: Or iginally built as a single family home in the late twentieth century, this 
structure has been adapted to serve various commercial purposes since the 1930s. It was 
locally designated as historic in 2000. In April of 2019 the Commission approved several 
modifications to the structure including the addition of a second story to the rear of the 
building to accommodate additional living space. 

Request: Several modifications to include: 

1. Modify the existing patio area along Kirkwood and Lincoln streets (See Packet for details) 

2. Add four awnings to the four building entrances. Awnings will also serve as signage, 

3. Add a new tenant entrance along Lincoln street where a window currently exists.  

Guidelines: N/A 

Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of COA 19-34 for the following reasons: 

1. The fabric awnings are appropriate for  a commercial structure and not only provide a 
covered entryway but will be used as signage. This will mitigate the need for signage on 
other areas of the building that may be inappropriate or damage historic materials.  

2. The black aluminum railing that will be used to delineate the patio area along Kirkwood is 
appropriately scaled and is necessary for that area to be used as outdoor dining.  

3. The door that is replacing the window is on an addition to the main structure that was 
added sometime in the 1970s.  







Patio plan.sht  5/21/2019 2:13:17 PM



5852_C201 Demolition and Site.sht  5/30/2019 11:04:50 AM



5852_C202 Grading and Utility.sht  5/30/2019 10:45:33 AM
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Demo Delay: 19-11 
Staff Decision 

Address: 411 W. 1st Street 
Petitioner: Susan Williams 
Parcel Number: 53-08-04-219-002.000-009 

Property Rating: Contributing      Circa. 1925 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background: This Craftsman Bungalow style home is listed as “Contributing” on the 
2001 Interim Report.  

 
Request: Addition of porch to the rear of the home. This is considered partial 

demolition due to the obscuring from view of more than forty percent of 
the exterior of the north façade.  

 
Guidelines: According to the demolition delay ordinance, BHPC has 90 days to 

review the demolition permit application from the time it is forwarded to 
the Commission for review. The BHPC may thus employ demolition 
delay for 90 day from the date the application was received and may 
request an additional 30 days if necessary for further investigation within 
the first 30 days of the review period. During the demolition delay 
waiting period, the BHPC must decide whether to apply Local 
Designation to the property. 

   
Staff Decision:  Staff releases Demo Delay 19-11. Since this is a par tial demolition of a 

Contributing structure that is zoned single family residential, staff has 
authority to release.    















Demo Delay: 19-09 

Commission Decision 

Address: 523 W. 7th Street 
Petitioner: David Holdman 
Parcel Number: 53-05-32-413-080.000-005   

Property Rating: Contributing      Circa. 1890 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background: Known as the “Carrie Stancomb House” this a Central Passage home in 
the vernacular style. The home was listed as “Notable” in the 2001 
Interim Report but was downgraded to “Contributing” in the 2015 
SHAARD survey possibly due to addition of vinyl siding and overall 
deterioration of the home. The home has not been occupied in thirteen 
years (not counting the occasional vagrant) and is a textbook case of 
demolition by neglect.  

 
Request: Full demolition. 
 
Guidelines: According to the demolition delay ordinance, BHPC has 90 days to 

review the demolition permit application from the time it is forwarded to 
the Commission for review. The BHPC may thus employ demolition 
delay for 90 day from the date the application was received and may 
request an additional 30 days if necessary for further investigation within 
the first 30 days of the review period. During the demolition delay 
waiting period, the BHPC must decide whether to apply Local 
Designation to the property. 

   
Recommendation: Staff recommends starting the process for historic designation if the 

petitioner continues to pursue full demolition. Staff finds that the 
structure meets the historic designation criteria 2(e) 2(g). 



Historic District Criteria. An historic district shall include a building, groups of buildings, 

structure(s), site(s), monument(s), streetscape(s), or neighborhood(s) which meet at least one of 

the following criteria:  

(1) Historic:  

(A) Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or 

cultural characteristics of the city, state, or nation; or is associated with a person who 

played a significant role in local, state, or national history. 

(B) Is the site of an historic event. 

(C) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historic heritage of the 

community. 

 

 (2) Architecturally worthy: 

 (A) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural or engineering type 

 (B) Is the work of a designer whose individual work has significantly influenced the 

development of the community. 

 (C) Is the work of a designer of such prominence that such work gains its value from the 

designee's reputation. 

(D) Contains elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent a 

significant innovation. 

 (E) Contains any architectural style, detail, or other element in danger of being lost. 

 (F) Owing to its unique location or physical characteristics, represents an established and 

familiar visual feature of a neighborhood or the city. 

(G) Exemplifies the built environment in an era of history characterized by a distinctive 

architectural style. 









Demo Delay: 19-10 

Commission Decision 

Address: 300 W. 6th Street 
Petitioner: Time Cover 
Parcel Number: 53-05-33-310-263.000-005  

Property Rating: Contributing      Circa. 1903 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background: Known as the “Currie and Son Building”, or “Hays Market”,  this is a 
two-part commercial block building that is currently being used as office 
space. A large addition was added to the north of the original structure in 
1975.  The proposed project will only effect this addition. (See Packet) 

 
Request: Partial demolition. Work that will result in the obscuring of view of forty 

percent or more of the exterior of any façade on thee structure; or, 
removal or destruction of the exterior surface of forty percent or more of 
the area of ay exterior facade. 

 
Guidelines: According to the demolition delay ordinance, BHPC has 90 days to 

review the demolition permit application from the time it is forwarded to 
the Commission for review. The BHPC may thus employ demolition 
delay for 90 day from the date the application was received and may 
request an additional 30 days if necessary for further investigation within 
the first 30 days of the review period. During the demolition delay 
waiting period, the BHPC must decide whether to apply Local 
Designation to the property. 

   
Recommendation: Staff recommends releasing Demo Delay 19-10.  The major changes 

will occur on the north and east elevations of the 1975 addition. This 
project does not diminish the historic character of the original structure 
on the corner of Morton and 6th and therefore staff finds that designation 
is unwarranted. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Background 
RATIO prepared a Historic Resource Assessment to understand if IU Health Bloomington Hospital, or 
portions of Bloomington Hospital, retain architectural or historical significance. 

Methodology 
RATIO conducted one site visit to the building to assess existing features, materials, and conditions. RATIO 
conducted research in the Monroe County History Center and using other outside sources to understand 
the chronological development of the building and its context. RATIO assessed the architectural and 
historical significance of the building and its character-defining features.  
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1947 wing, looking northwest (Monroe County History Center)

1947 wing, looking northwest, 2018
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The current site for IU Health Bloomington Hospital, located at the northwest quadrant of the intersection 
of Rogers Street and 1st Street, has a long history of serving the community’s health care needs. Though 
rich in history, the existing state of the hospital consists of mostly modern additions and alterations that 
have disrupted the integrity of the remaining historic structures. The only portion that retains integrity 
and architectural significance is the 1947 wing, now called the Kohr Building. Designed by the prominent 
Indianapolis architecture firm of McGuire & Shook, known for their hospital and school designs in the 
early and mid-twentieth century, the 1947 wing maintains a high degree of integrity on its exterior and a 
low to moderate degree of integrity on its interior. The building is not currently listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places or the Indiana Register of Historic Sites & Structures. It is not within a local 
historic district or local conservation district under the jurisdiction of the Bloomington Historic 
Preservation Commission.   
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Sketch created for 75th anniversary of Bloomington hospital in 1980, Hopewell House occupied by the hospital 
in 1905 (bottom center), 1919 wing (center right), 1947 wing (center left), 1965 wing (top center)
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HISTORY 
An understanding of Bloomington Hospital’s history and context is necessary to evaluate its significance. 
The following section outlines the chronology of development of the surrounding area and the hospital 
complex.  

Early History & Site Context 
Like much of Indiana, the Miami tribe occupied what is present-day Monroe County, though other peoples 
including the Delaware, Piankeshaw, and Pecankeeshaw were known to have been in the areas as well. 
Most of the county’s land was ceded to the United States through the Treaty of St. Mary’s, Ohio in 1818.  
The Indiana General Assembly created Monroe County in 1818, and the county seat of Bloomington was 
laid out that same year. In 1820, the Indiana State Seminary was established by the state government. 
The seminary was renamed Indiana College in 1829 and became Indiana University in 1839.  

On March 5, 1827, the town of Bloomington was officially incorporated. The farming community grew 
quickly, having increased to a population of over 700 by 1830. This year also marked the organization of 
Perry Township, which included land that would become the site of the Bloomington. The arrival of 
Bloomington’s first railroad connection in the 1850s and the growth of Indiana University contributed to 
steady population growth after the Civil War. Bloomington’s population exceeded 6,000 by 1900, 10,000 
by 1920, 20,000 by 1940, and 31,000 by 1960. The city now has more than 80,000 residents.  

Bloomington Hospital 
Bloomington Hospital began as an initiative by of the Local Council of Women in 1904. This group, 
consisting of female leaders of clubs and organizations from across the community, had been discussing 
the creation of a local hospital for months, visiting peer communities like Crawfordsville to assess the 
feasibility of the project. The death of a young man who was hit by a train in October 1904 initiated the 
planning and fundraising for the Bloomington Hospital. A committee was formed consisting of one 
member from each club involved in the Council of Women, three “associate members,” and six men from 
the community. The committee narrowed their site search to three properties: a plot of land owned by 
the Hopewell family, a site in the northern portion of the county, and an area to the east referred to as 
Dunn Meadows. Though $2,000 more expensive than the other sites, the committee selected the 
Hopewell property on the corner of Rogers and First streets as the location of their new hospital. The 
Local Council of Women raised $2,500 to be put towards the $6,000 purchase of the site after which the 
name “Bloomington Hospital” was chosen and still used to this day.1  

HOPEWELL HOUSE 1905 
The Hopewell property purchased by the committee was a small plot of land, just over four acres, 
containing a two-story brick Italianate house and barn. The ten-room c.1880 house was remodeled with 
$3,000 raised by the Local Council of Women to become suitable for use as a hospital. This included the 
division of two second floor bedrooms into five private rooms and the addition of a ward to the back with 
three additional beds. A third upstairs bedroom was converted into an operating room. The first floor held 
a reception room, office, one private room, and a three-bed charity ward. Soon after opening on 
November 29, 1905, it became clear that access to the operating room on the second floor posed a 
                                                            
1 Bea Snoddy, “Bloomington Hospital,” 1964, accessed 13 August 2018, Monroe County History Center, 
Bloomington, Indiana, 1-4.  
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Hopewell House Bloomington Hospital, 1907 (IU Libraries)

1919 wing, looking southwest, c.1919 (IU Libraries)
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challenge. The back stair was then remodeled so stretchers could more easily access the upper level, 
though it still required several people to maneuver patients up the narrow stairs. Though the original 
remodeling allowed all the staff to be housed within the hospital, an increasing number of patients led to 
the remodeling of the adjacent barn into the “Nurses’ Home” which acted as a space on site for nurses 
and doctors to rest without risk of being forced out of their bed for a new patient. Renovations of the 
hospital and Nurses’ Home were completed in 1910 for $1,000 and included a new bathroom, closet, 
finishes, and general maintenance. Having paid off all their debts on the seventeen-bed hospital, the Local 
Council of Women began making plans for a new expansion to accommodate the growing community.2   

1919 WING 
After Bloomington Hospital had operated for eleven years with only minor alterations to the existing 
Hopewell House, the Local Council of Women decided to begin a campaign for a new hospital on the same 
site. Architect Alfred Grindle of Indianapolis was hired to design the new hospital addition in 1917. Grindle 
suffered from health problems and moved from Indianapolis to Brown County in 1918. The Local Council 
of Women used his design to raise funds for the new building, promoting the new hospital as a war 
measure. The three-story building was completed for a total of $60,000. Though the Local Council of 
Women had planned on selling Liberty Bonds to cover the costs of building, the bond issue was initially 
denied by the State Tax Board. Upon this decision, the Governor called for a special session of the 
Legislature and passed an act that transferred bond issuing responsibilities from the State Board of Tax 
Commissioners to individual counites. The county then approved the bonds and the Local Council of 
Women were able to receive the funds to complete the hospital.3  

The new limestone building would hold thirty-five beds compared to the Hopewell House’s seventeen. 
Construction of the new building was completed in 1919 and the Hopewell House was converted into 
nurses’ quarters.4 While this new building was able to fulfill the needs of Monroe and surroundings 
counties for a short time, a concern for the health of soldiers returning from World War II, advancements 
in medical technology, and a growing population in Bloomington led to plans for a third hospital building. 

1945-1947 WING (KOHR BUILDING) 
Organized by the Local Council of Women, the building campaign for a limestone addition on the east side 
of the 1919 building began as early as 1943. The existing twenty-four-year-old building was inadequate to 
meet patient demand and did not meet the expectations of the American Hospital Association, which 
stated that a hospital was to have five beds per 1,000 population.5 With World War II underway, 
representatives of the hospital were aware that returning soldiers would need medical care, both 
temporary and long term. A new hospital also presented the opportunity to provide more local services, 
from an on-site laboratory to additional x-ray facilities. Funding for the project was accomplished partially 
by a $92,750 federal grant that had to be matched by the community.6 Altogether, $125,000 was raised 

                                                            
2 Snoddy, 4-8. 
3 Snoddy, 8-11. 
4 Snoddy, 11. 
5 “Enduring Memorials,” 1945, accessed 13 August 2018, Monroe County History Center, Bloomington, Indiana.  
6 “Complete Floor Plans Of The New Improved Bloomington Hospital,” accessed 15 August 2018, Monroe County 
History Center, Bloomington, Indiana.  
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Rendering by McGuire & Shook, c.1944 (Monroe County History Center)

1947 addition floor plans,  c.1944 (Monroe County History Center)
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for the building and construction began in July of 1944.7 This latest version of Bloomington Hospital was 
finished in 1947. 

McGuire & Shook of Indianapolis were selected as architects of the building. Known at the time for local 
school and hospital projects, including Tipton County Memorial Hospital and an addition to Bartholomew 
County Hospital, the firm designed the new building to hold forty new beds and reconfigured the existing 
1919 building to house state-of-the-art surgery rooms, radiology center, and other much-needed 
facilities.8 The new three-story limestone building connected to the existing building along its central axis 
by a corridor flanked with rooms, making the new form of the hospital an “H” shape. Additional rooms 
lined the new main corridor of the first and second floors while the ground level housed storage, offices, 
and other services. Stair towers flanked the building to the north and south while a new elevator in the 
center created another point of circulation. The exterior of the building was simple, reflecting a restrained 
late Art Deco expression with bold massing and strategically-placed stylized ornament. Small Art Deco 
motifs found under the windows, on the parapet, and at the top of the extruded entry are the only 
decorative features in the design. While the stair towers are monolithic in nature, a vertical strip of glass 
block allows light to enter the space.9  

1963-1965 WING 
Continuous growth and evolving medical technology have continued to be the motivation behind 
Bloomington Hospital’s building expansions. Despite having just completed an addition in 1947, plans for 
an additional 140 beds and 213,000 square feet of space began in the mid-1950s.10 A survey was 
completed in 1958 and over $1.6 million was raised for the latest addition. Construction on the west 
expansion started in 1963 with demolition of the Hopewell House where the hospital originated. While 
the new wing was under construction, it was decided to include two additional floors with the hope of 
eliminating the need for future expansion. This added $650,000 to the original cost.11 The 1919 and 1947 
buildings (as a collective, they are often referred to as the East Building) were then remodeled to become 
a 60-bed convalescent hospital with additional spaces for employees’ and doctors’ lounges, and medical 
record storage.12 Soon after the addition’s completion in March 1965, the hospital established one of the 
state’s first cardiac care units. This and other advancements in the hospital led to a growth in staff by 50 
percent from 1967 and 1968.13   

POST 1965 ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS 
In 1970, the fourth and fifth floors of the 1965 addition, which had been left unfinished, were built out, 
bringing Bloomington Hospital’s total bed capacity to 301. Additional service spaces were built on the 
ground, first, and second floors, including the expansion of laboratories, x-ray, emergency, surgery, 
dietary, central sterilization, and housekeeping. At this point, only physical therapy, medical education, 

                                                            
7 “Construction Of Bloomington’s Improved Hospital To Start Next Month; Cost $185,500,” June 1944, accessed 15 
August 2018, Monroe County History Center, Bloomington, Indiana.  
8 “Complete Floor Plans Of The New Improved Bloomington Hospital.” 
9 “Looking back, thinking ahead at centennial,” Bloomington Hospital: 100 Years, 2005, accessed 15 August 2018, 
Monroe County History Center, Bloomington, Indiana, 13. 
10 “Looking back, thinking ahead at centennial,” 12.  
11 “Recollections,” Images: Bloomington Hospital, Vol III, Issue 4, Winter 1980-81, accessed 15 August 2018, 
Monroe County History Center, Bloomington, Indiana. 
12 Snoddy, 14. 
13 “Looking back, thinking ahead at centennial,” 12. 
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c.1965 (Monroe County History Center)

Aerial of Bloomington Hospital, July 1994 (Monroe County History Center)
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volunteer services, and a portion of maintenance remained in the 1919 and 1947 buildings. The portions 
of these buildings that were not used by Bloomington Hospital were remodeled and leased to the 
Community Mental Health Center as an outpatient clinic. In 1978, the Mental Health Nursing Unit was 
moved to the third floor of the 1947 building which led to its extensive remodeling.14   

In the 1980s, a $24 million expansion and renovation to the hospital began. This includes new facilities for 
orthopedics, physical therapy, occupational therapy, surgery, critical care, and a new auditorium named 
to honor benefactor Effie Wegmiller. The 1990s brought an additional expansion to the emergency 
services department, new laboratory and obstetrics unit, and new facilities for cardiovascular surgery and 
catheterizations. As a part of these alterations, the 1919 limestone building was demolished. At this time, 
Bloomington Hospital had become the second largest employer in Monroe County, behind Indiana 
University. At the turn of the twenty-first century, Bloomington Hospital began another $30 million 
expansion project to add a cancer unit and create better access to outpatient and expand the maternity 
department. Altogether, 100,000 square feet of service space was added, and the same amount 
renovated. 15   

ROLAND E. KOHR 
Roland E. Kohr, also known as “Bud”, was born in 1931 in Middletown, Ohio. He went on to acquire a B.S. 
degree from the University of Cincinnati as well as a Masters in Hospital Administration with distinction 
from Northwestern University. After graduating, Kohr served in the U.S. Air Force in the 3585th USAF 
Medical Services Corp. He became CEO of William S. Major Hospital in Shelbyville, Indiana, in 1960. Kohr 
was named President of the Bloomington Hospital in 1966 and guided the hospital through years of 
growth. 16 He was an instrumental leader in the multiple building additions constructed during his tenure 
and created one of the state’s first cardiac care units. By the time of his retirement in 1995, Kohr had 
received several awards and honors, including being named Fellow in the American College of Health 
Executives, Chairman of the Board of the Indiana Hospital Association, and recipient of the Distinguished 
Service Award in 1987. After retiring, Kohr became a visiting professor in Indiana University’s School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs and founded the Bloomington Hospice House and New Hope Family 
Shelter. To honor his contributions to Bloomington Hospital and surrounding community, the 1947 
building was renamed the Roland E. Kohr Administration Building.17 

 

 

 
                                                            
14 “Recollections.” 
15 “Looking back, thinking ahead at centennial,” 12.  
16 “Roland E. Kohr,” IndyStar, 11 September 2015, accessed 2 October 2018, 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/indystar/obituary.aspx?n=roland-e-kohr-bud&pid=175792614 
17 Lauren Slavin, “Kohr instrumental in expansion of health services in Bloomington,”HoosierTimes, 10 September 
2015, accessed 2 October 2018, https://www.hoosiertimes.com/herald_times_online/news/local/kohr-
instrumental-in-expansion-of-health-services-in-bloomington/article_3b38b352-4663-54ed-b55c-
cfab515fd3bf.html. 
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EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Bloomington Hospital contains two wings that are more than 50 years old: the 1947 and 1965 wings. 
The 1947 wing retains a high degree of exterior integrity and architectural significance. The integrity of 
the 1965 wing has been compromised by multiple additions and alteration that have obscured or 
compromised its architectural significance. For these reasons, retention of the 1965 wing is not justified 
on architectural or historical grounds.  

 

Period of Significance 
The period of significance for the 1947 building is recommended as 1947 to 1965. The building saw no 
major changes from the time of its construction until the construction of the 1965 addition. For this 
reason, 1965 is the end of the building’s period of significance.  

 

Areas of Significance 
ARCHITECTURE 
The 1947 building of Bloomington Hospital is significant as a notable work by the firm of McGuire & Shook. 
The firm was established in 1916 by engineer and architect Wilbur Briant Shook (1889-1961), a graduate 
of Rose Polytechnic (now Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology) in Terre Haute, and William C. McGuire 
(1888-1960), an engineer from Indianapolis. Their firm designed several buildings across central Indiana 
including Indiana’s State Teachers’ Association Building, the Federal Building Annex, Arlington High 
School, Thomas Carr Howe High School, Tipton County Memorial Hospital, Men’s Building No. 2 at Central 
State Hospital, and an addition to Bartholomew County Hospital. Shook also designed the Shook 
Fieldhouse at Rose-Hulman, which was demolished in 1997. The firm remains in business as Odle McGuire 
Shook Inc. Though they completed multiple hospital projects few seem to survive with integrity 
comparable to that seen at Bloomington Hospital.  

Though the building has experienced alterations due to hospital additions and programmatic changes, the 
exterior’s character defining architectural features have been retained. Exterior character-defining 
features include the overall building massing, fenestration, limestone cladding, Art Deco ornament, glass 
block windows in the stair towers, limestone retaining walls, front entry steps, historic exterior lampposts, 
and the mature trees along the Rogers street front of the site. On the interior, the original floor plans have 
been largely maintained, although historic materials are now concealed by later wall, floor, and ceiling 
finishes. Historic terrazzo flooring is exposed in the staircases and is believed to be concealed under later 
carpet finishes in corridors and former patient rooms.    

 

HEALTH/MEDICINE  
The 1947 wing is significant in the area of Health/Medicine for its association with the evolution of the 
Bloomington Hospital. The period of significance for the building also includes significant advancements 
of technology in the medical field and their integration into the Bloomington Hospital.  
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Character-Defining Features 
The 1947 building of Bloomington Hospital retains character-defining features from the period of 
significance. These features are outlined by location: 

• Exterior 
o Massing 
o Art Deco ornaments 
o Front steps 
o Exterior materials  

▪ Limestone cladding and retaining walls 
▪ Glass block 

o Fenestration  
▪ Windows & doors (replacements within the historic openings) 

o Historic lampposts 
o Mature trees along Rogers Street 

• Interior 
o General interior layout of rooms and corridors 
o Curved walls 
o Terrazzo in stairwells (and any that may exist under carpet) 

 

Integrity 
Evaluation of the 1947 building’s surviving historic fabric dating from the period of significance (1947-
1965) considers the seven aspects of integrity identified in the National Register Criteria for Evaluation: 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The retention of essential 
physical features from the period of significance is necessary for the property to have sufficient integrity 
to convey its significance.  

LOCATION 
The building retains a high degree of integrity of location, remaining in its original location and having 
never been moved. 

DESIGN 
The building retains a high degree of integrity to its original design by McGuire & Shook. The replacement 
of the historic windows and doors has not significantly altered the building’s exterior appearance. The 
interior has retained a moderate level of integrity, with the retention of the historic corridor and room 
organization. Most changes have been superficial besides the enclosing of spaces on the first floor south 
of the main entry. The connection to the later additions is only at the basement level and has minimally 
impacted the exterior and interior layout.  

SETTING 
The building retains moderate degree of integrity of setting. The immediate site, including the front lawn 
along the east façade, retains historic features including limestone retaining walls, lampposts, walkways, 
and mature trees. The site’s wider context has gone through a major evolution since the period of 
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significance with the demolition and construction of several buildings and other features in the immediate 
area.    

MATERIALS 
The building retains a moderate to high degree of integrity of materials. Exterior materials remain intact 
and in good condition overall. The interior is believed to have had very simple finished: flat plaster walls 
and ceiling, terrazzo floors, and minimal trim. Most historic character-defining interior materials have 
been lost or concealed by alterations to fulfill the needs of the hospital. The terrazzo flooring has been 
maintained in the stairwells and may still exist under carpet within the rooms and corridors.  

WORKMANSHIP 
The building retains a moderate to high degree of integrity of workmanship. The exterior limestone 
masonry, including carved accents, showcases the region’s distinctive stone and the workmanship of the 
craftspeople who built the building.  

FEELING 
The building retains a moderate degree of integrity of feeling in its present condition. Feeling is an 
intangible quality of a historic property that evokes the sense and experience of the period of significance. 
The building’s exterior retains a moderate to high degree of integrity of feeling, while the interior retains 
a moderate degree of integrity of feeling.    

ASSOCIATION 
The building retains a high degree of integrity of association, remaining directly associated with 
Bloomington Hospital’s operations.  

 

Designations 
The building is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places or the Indiana Register of 
Historic Sites & Structures. It has not been identified in the Indiana Historic Sites & Structures Inventory, 
either in the City of Bloomington Interim Report (1986) or in the 2015 resurvey. The property is not 
within a local historic district or local conservation district under the jurisdiction of the Bloomington 
Historic Preservation Commission.   
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