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In the Common Council Chambers of the Municipal Building 
held on Thursday, t1arch 24, at 6:00 p.m. with Council
president Pro-tem Richardson presiding over a Special 
Session. 

Ro 11 Call. Present: 81 ume, Ki nzer, Mi ddl eton, Mor- . 
rison, Olcott, Richardson, and Towell. Absent: Young 
and De St. Croix, who were both out of town. There 
were several members of the Parks and Recreation Depart
ment staff and Parks and Recreation Board members in 
attendance. 

Councilpresident Pro-tem Richardson then gave the agenda 
summation. For Second Reading, Resolution 77-14, To 
Approve the Purchase of Used Ice Skating and Hockey 
Equipment; and for first reading (and requested second 
reading) Ordinance 77-33, Budget Transfer re: $15,000 
from FRS Department of Parks and Recreation line 722, 
Motor Equipment to line 26, Other Contractual Services. 

Council member Ri chardson then called for Messages from 
Council members . Council member TOllell remarked that 
by viewing the audience, it did not look like the public 
was notified of the meeting. He stated that public 
notice is very important, and said that in effect, the 
Council is approving an appropriation without the public's 
knowledge. 

Councilmember Olcott replied that this is a wonderful oppor
tunity to get some fine, used hockey and ice skating equip
ment at a .substantial savings. He explained that a special 
session was needed because the funds had to be in the hands 
of the owner by March 30, and there were no Council meetings 
scheduled before that date. A transfer of funds is needed 
through Ordinance 77-33 so that the bill may be paid. 

Councilmember Morrison moved and Councilmemer Olcott 
seconded a motion to introduce and read Resolution 77-14 
in entirety. 

Deputy Clerk Connors read Resolution 77-14 in entirety. 

Councilmember Morrison moved and Councilmember Olcott 
seconded a motion to adopt Resolution 77-14. Council
president Middleton read the legislative synopsis. 

Councilmember Towell remarked that he is not saying that 
the equipment is not a desireable purchase, but that 
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he did not like{t\e.,procedure. He said by passing the 
Ordinance, it would be a commitment for an appropriation 
ordinance later. He questioned the necessity for the meeting. 

It was noted that the Herald-Telephone had printed notice 
of the meeting, and that two radio stations had also been 
notified. 

Bill Wilson, Director of Parks and Recreation, explained 
that there was no other way to go about it. He said 
that a week ago 1 ast Fri day, the fi rm' sengi neer di d not 
feel that the entire rink had to be sold, and that the 
refridgeration units could be converted for the Convention 
Hall that is planned for the location. At that time, 
Bill Hilson had been promised first choice (he added that 
he was friends with the owner). Sunday afternoon the 
staff and Board went to review the equipment. A week ago 
Monday, they negotiated for the price, which was then 
around $17,000 to $18,000. They had the skates and bleachers 
sold, but they still desired a package deal. \i\iS ..• : 
:rt',e.~tthat he must have the money in the owner's hands 
by I~arch 30. He said they will use the money that they 
have appropri ated for automobiles ($18,000) for the equip
ment and then come back before the Council in April for 
an appropriation to put the money back in their budget 
for the vehicles. There is a City policy that caUsed 
the Department to go to the Audi tors - any purchase over 
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$5,000 must be bidded for. The Auditors recommended 
that if the Council and the Parks Board would pass a . 
Resolution stating their support for the venture, this 
could then be presented to the State in the form of 
Reso 1 uti ons. In thi sway, thel"e woul d be no advantage 
in the bidding procedure for used equipment. He estimated 
that the retail value of equivalent new equipment would 
be $50,000. He added that such equipment was included 
in the bond issue for 1980, which will now be removed. 
He asked the owner if he might even sign an affidavit 
to swear that the City will pass the resolution and 
ordinance, but they would not accept that. They need 
cash as they are remodelling, have other buyers waiting, 
etc. He explained a transfer is needed because the funds 
are in the wrong line item, adding that it has to come 
out of Contractual Services as a purchase is being made 
in one lump sum. 

Councilpresident r'Hddleton noted t rot if Bill ,1i1son 
were to get the funds directly from Federal Revenue 
Sharing, he would have to go through at least a one month 
procedure of two readings and approval by the State Board 
of Accounts. 

Council member Kinzer said that from her point of view, 
there may be some problem with reappropriating the 
$15,000 back into the Parks and Rec line items. She 
questioned why $15,000 has to be appropriated out of 
Federal Revenue Sharing. 

Bill Viilson explained that the funds are badly needed 
in the 1'10tor Equi pment line item because the Department 
needs c..ar;s. He sa i d even if he were not sure the Counc; 1 
would not reappropriate, he Nould go ahead with purchasing 
the equipr.lent and hope for the best. In ans~ler to a 
questi on fror.l Council member Ki nzer re; whether free ice 
skating is to be continued, he said that fees were reinstated 
this year. It could be discussed once again during budget 

hearings. 

Councilmember Towell questioned the funds having to come 
from one source, and the necessity for the meeting. He 
as ked for current fi gures on how much money is in each 
of the four line items that could be used. He also men
tioned that there may be something else in the future that 
the Council woul d Ii ke to spend FRS funds on rather than 
hockey and ice skating equipment. 

Council member Ri chardson said that thi s was di scussed pub l; cly 
at Parks and Recreatmon Board meetings, and was brought up 
by Council member Olcott at the last Council meeting, He 
went on to say that the reason the City has citizen boards 
is to have public input and participation, He suggested 
that the Board is the pub 1 i c, in answer to a poi nt made 
by Councilmember Towell regarding public notice. He said 
emergenci es occur, such as with the Health Servi ces Bureau, 
the emergency vehicle, etc" and that sometimes the City 
has to act quickly, He said the Council has to trust their 
Boards and Commissions, 

Council member Towell stated that he would not vote to suspend 
the rules because of the public notice and the budget impli~ 
cations. He said he would go along with giving the ordinance 
first reading only, . 

Councilmeober Kinzer moved and Councilmember Morrison 
seconded a motion b introduce and read Ordinance 77~33 
by title only. 

Deputy Clerk Connors read Ordinance 77,,33 by title only, 

Councilpresident Middleton read the legislative synopsis, 
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Counci 1member 01 cott moved and Couna member Morri son 
seconded a motion to suspend the rules to allow second 
reading of Ordinance 77-33. 

The motion failed by a ROLL CALL VOTE of Ayes: 5, 
Nays: 2 (Blume and Towell). Unanimous vote is needed 
to suspend rules. 

A Special Session was then scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, March 30, 1977 in the Council Chambers to con
sider Ordinance 77-33 for Second Reading. 

The meeting was then adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

APPROVE: ATTES: 

Minutes approved this ~ day of April, 1977. 
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